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SHOOT HIM IN BACK

Colorful Patrick Ferguson 
Spared Washington's Life

By EDWARD SMITH
KINGS MOUNTAIN  Colonel Patrick Ferguson. commander of 

the British forces at the Battle of Kings Mountain, was probably 
the most colorful figure on the side of King George during the
Revolutionar>f War 

Though the Colonel his life
luring the struggle, he did not lose 
lis reputation Nor did he 'just 
fade away" into the dusty paces 

history, is so many other able

I soldiers of bycone day* have done 
tn fact, Pat Ferguson'* exit from 
this earth on * rocky Carolina 
ullock in the midst of battle seems 

have endeared him to history's 
[page? all the more Pat went 

it M life as he had lived it. bril 
liant and colorful. touched w ith 
;reatnes< in the manner of ("uster 
md Achilles; the men of the 
lamo, and the Lipht Brigade 
Colonel Ferguson will live again 

lis fall when "The Sword of 
Jideon" is presented in the Kines 
fountain National Military Park 

historical drama is based on 
the important Revolutionary War 
struggle and is being presented b<- 
little theatre groups from both 
Carol in is Jack Atkin* of Gas 
tonia win portray the dashing 
Scotchman

Ferguson had a knack for doinp 
things in a spectacular t>shion 
Even when he wai wrong, he
colorful. As witness his famous 
remark when he heard that a force 
of several thousand Colonials was 
marching upon him  "Wf are on 
tnp of Kine* Mountain at my com 
mand I am King of this moun 
tain and God almighty and all the 
rebel sou t of hell cannot move me 
from it until I am damned
and ready to go"' Actually, since 
the British troops were not on 
Kings Mountain at all. but nn fme

unerring skill   for in admiring 
King George He was awarded 
the privilege of choosing the cham 
pion marksmen from all the regi 
ments of the British army for his 
own command, and armed them 
with his new weapon He pioneer 
ed m the typo of commando fight 
ing made famous in World War II. 
He was written up many times in 
in* official dispatches for his con- 
spicuou* gallantry^ j^J11_tne 
most remarkable incident of Ms] 
life, his military career cime off 
second best tn his instincts is 
gentleman, and he lout the British 
their best chance of xurpressing! 
qthe American insurrection

It happened shortly before the 
Battle of Brandywtne Ferguson's 
battalion had been sent far ahead' 
of the main army to scout out 
Washington's forces While they 
lay under cover at the edge of an 
open field, two American officers 
rode into view from across the 
meadow, obviously scouting the 
terrain of the approaching battle. 
In his own words Ferguson re 
lates that " is they were only 
one hundred yards away, I was at; 
that distanct at which, in the quick 
est firing Icould have lodged a 
half dozen balls in or about the 
leader, 1 had only to decide to pull 
the trigger. But it was not pleas 
ant to fire at the back of an un 
offending individual who was ac 
quitting himself very cooly of his 
duty so I let him alone " 

SPAR CD WASHINGTON
Later. Ferguson discovered that

Florette Henri Performances will 
be held on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday evenings, «t ft p. m., be 
ginning Sept. n and running 
through Oct 4 The drama is 
under the general supervision of|

'the Kings Mountain Little Theatre,   i~.-

of the lesser ridge* of thr Kings,it was General George Washington 
Mountain range vmlh of thr moun- ;him«elf. whose life he had spared. 

would seem fo'When called down for his gallant 
prove that the. Colonel was not' 
much better at geography than he 
was at prophesy But it has noi 
hurt his reputation anv His fiery
spirit has captured the imagination 
of generations of school children. 
and makes him a far more familiar 
figure lhan any of his command 
ing officers in the struggle for 
American independence. Sir Henry 
Clinton and Lord Cornwall]* were 

jfar more important in the British
scheme 
Tartetor

of things 
Fegnson's

Banistaire 
arch rival.

Iwas more successful as a soldier, 
he got back h«mf alive). 

but Patrick is the roan we remem 
ber.

He invented the first successful
breech-loading rifle, a weapon a 
hundred years ahead of Its time, 
and practiced with it until he was 
the most deadly marksman of his 
day. He gave a convnand per 
formance of his weapwi and his

action by General Howe , he is said 
o have replied that he did not 

know at the time whn the rebel 
officer was, but even if he had it 
would not have made any differ 
ence in his action.

Historians agree that had Wash 
qington fallen at that time, the 
affect upon the American will lo 
resistance would have been dis- 
astcrous. But fate, in the form 
of a man's code of honor, let 
George Washington ride out from 
under the sights of the world's 
greatest marksman, and on to Val 
ley Forge and his date with des 
tiny.

The play, in which the colonel
is one of the leading characters.
will be presented in the Battle 
ground Amptheatre near the spot 
where Ferguson met his death. 
'The Sword of Gideon" was writ 

Kings Mountain Battle Heroes 
Being Honored With Markers

By ASHTON CHAPMAN ]
SPRUCE PINE   Throughout 

this area 174 years ago this week 
such excitement prevailed in 
the scattered pioneer log cabins 
that il was almost impossible for 
the women, children and old men 
to continue harvesting late crops, 
boiling sorghum molasses, chop- 
pint; fire wood and the numberous 
other tasks which must be com 
pleted before the coming of win 
ter in the Blue Ridges.

The able-bodied men and boys 
in their late teens had most of 
them dropped this work to join 
the passing troops commanded by 
Cols. John Sevier, William Camp 
bell and Isaac Shelby. which had 
broken camp on the morning of 
Sept. 26, 1780, at Sycamore Shoals 
in what was then North Carolina, 
now Tennessee.

The indignation of the patriots 
of this area flared when they learn 
ed that Cot. Patrick Ferguson had 
threatened lo storm 1heir moun 
tain strongholds and exterminate 
the inhabitants with fire and 
sword. Now they had descended 
the mountains and were search 
ing the Piedmont for the brash 
British colonel.

Anxiety for their absent hus- 
[banris and fathers and hope for a 
[successful outcome In thft approach
ing fray alternated'"in"the*'breasisi w^rpD^tcttIod afler the

next day thry rem-hwl Gilh'spif 
Gap, where the Blue Ridge Park 
way now ovrpasses N. C, Highway 
36 at an elevation of 2,800 feet.

Here the army divided, the 
troops from Virginia going down 
the mountain some six or seven 
miles to the home of Henry Gil-j 
lespie, while the others followed 
the old trace in an easterly direc 
tion to the North Fork of the Ca- 
tawba River, where they camped 
for the night.

Near this spot a community 
sprang up many years later on the 
CUnchfield Railroad and was 
named Sevier in honor of Col. John 
Sevier. This is the shipping point 
for the huge plant established some 
two years ago by the American 
Thread Co.

John Sevier'g brother, Capt 
Robert Sevier. was seriously 
wounded at the Battle of Kings 
Mountain and it was known that 
he died while en route home. How 
ever, his grave was not discovered 
until about three years ago and 
marked by the DAR. It was found 
in the old Bright Cemetery, some 
six miles east of Spruce Pine, not 
far from the crave of another Rev 
olutionary patriot, William Wise- 
man, which is beside V. S. High 
way 19-K on his homestead in Av- 
cry County, "Sunnyhrook Farm,"

ten especially for production
nf th» Rattl*> fcv

at

of those who had been left be 
hind, It wa? not until more than 
a week after the event that the 
news was to reach this area of 
the decisive victory won by the 
Americans on Oct. 8 at the Battle 
of Kings Mountain.

The American forces suffered 
only 28 killed and 60 wounded, 
while 2.TO of the English troops 
were killed, including Col. Fergu 
son, and 664 taken prisoner.

The Daughters of the American 
Revolution and other patriotic or 
ganizations and individuals have 
done much to commemorate the 
important part which men from 
this area played in the Revolu 
tion.

Among; the latest discoveries was 
the finding some months ago of 
the grave of George Silver at Ko- 
na., followed by locating the of 
ficial records of hi* participation 
in the Revolution. The two-story 
log dwelling which George Silver 
built at Kona about 1831 was 
found to be still standing, in good 
condition, and occupied by some 
of his descendants. Possession has 
remained continously in the fam 
ily since the house was erected 
123 years ago.

The route of the patriots from 
Sycamore Shnals through this area 
has been indicated by appropriate 
markers set up under direction 
of the DAR. The troops encamped 
the first night at "The Shelving 
Rock," the next night on the 
"bald" of Yellow Mountain, the 
third night at the present site of 
Spruce Pine, where Grassy Creek 

»lies into the Toe River.

Sept, 2'J, 1730. en roule to 
Mountain.

This historic tree, though in 
such bad physical shape it is con 
sidered beyond the help of tree 
surgeons, is the oldest and largest 
linden tree known. It stands on the 
rights of way of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway and N. C. Highway 
at the eastern entrance to LittN 
Switzerland.

On U. S. Highway 221 just north! 
of the city limits of Rutherfordton| 
stands a marker indicating Iht 
'Gilbert Town, Rutherford Coun 

ty seat, 1781-as. stood hereabout,'*] 
and that "hefore the Battle o 
Kings Mountain both armies camj 
ed near by."

With so many tangible reminderi 
of the men from this area wh< 
participated in the important Batj 
tie of Kings Mountain it is not surf 
prising that Oct. 8 is one of th< 
dates the significance of which il 
never overlooked in this section of 
Western North Carolina.

lion. Both graves are near the Toe 
River.

Also in Avery County, near 
Three Mile, is the grave of Cpl. 
William Davis, who was wounded 
in the thigh during the battle of 
Kings Mountain and remained a 
partially disabled but cheerful in 
valid during the remainder of a 
long life.

Graves of other Revolutionary 
soldiers in Avery County include 
those of William Barjonah Bras- 
well near Three Mile and William 
GraRg at Montezuma. The grave of 
William Culbertson also known 
as Culberson and Cuthhorlsoni is 
at Ncbo. McDowell County. Cul- 
bert.snn enlisted in Mecklenburg 
County.

The site of "Pleasant Gardens." 
home of Col, Joseph McDowell, 
one of the American commanders 
at Kings Mountain, has been mark 
ed by the N. C Department of Ar 
chives and History. It is on the Ca- 
tawba River near the intersection! 
of U. S. Highways 70 and 211.

"Quaker Meadows" on N.C. HigJ 
way 181 has also been marked. U 
indicate the home of Joseph am 
Charles McDowell, who were offi 
cers in the Kings Mountain cam-I

The "Big tynn'* tree, estimat 
ed to be 500 to 600 years old and 
now measuring 12 feet in circum 
ference at the base, was evidently 
a sizable landmark back in 1780 
because it served as a rendezvous 
for the patriots from west of the 
Toe River. This group joined the 
"Over Mountain Men" when they 

through Gillespie Gap on


