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Wonderful Record
Two Companies^of This Brigade Were

* 0<X AC** 7*AJ Xl<5«*«y

Lancaster County Men; They^Saw^-/5-~*V '*- /V" £«/

Real Action For Four Years.

Known A* Kershaw's Brigade After General Ker 
shaw Was No Longer In Command.

During the long and bitter war be 
tween the states Kershaw's Brigade 
which was headed by General Joseph 
B. Kershaw of Camden saw much ac 
tive service as these troops .were In 
the most crucial engagements of the 
war starting with the first battle of 
Bull Run and ending when General 
Johnaton signed peace terms with 
Genera) Sherman at Durham. N. C. 
a few days after the surrender of 
Lee s 0rmy at Appomattox.

With Kershaw's Brigade and tak 
ing part In many a hard fought bat 
tle were two companies formed In 
Lancaster county, one of these com 
panies being headed by Captain A. 
UcManus which was present at the 
first battle at Bull Run and served 
during the entire war while the oth 
er company headed by C. C. Halle 
and T. J. Clyburn saw service dur 
ing the greater portion of the war.

TTiis brigade served gallantly dur 
ing the four years of the struggle 
and m the "History of Kershaw's 
Brigade" written by Captain D. Au 
gustus Dlckert of Newberry the bri 
gade waa given credit for saving the 
day In The Battle of the Wilderness.

v Furthermore It Is probable that 
Kershaw's Brigade took part In the 
most important action at the battle 
of Gettysburg in their desperate fight

1 to gain the hill of Little Round Top 
as most military experts now agree 
that the Aghting about the smaller 

[.- one of the Round Tops decided the 
battle of Gettysburg although 
Plckett's charge has gone down in 
history as th* supreme endeavor be 
cause it VM the most sensational 
charge of the war. However, Plcketts 
charge was like a drowning man 
grasping at a straw while the assault 
of Longstreet on Little Round Top 
was a stroke that would have brought 
complete victory had it not been for 
the strange hand of fate. General 
Warren, chief of engineers for the 
Union army, noticed that this strage- 
tfe position had to be defended and 
he called up troops just in time to 

the bill for the northern forces.

The two companies which were 
formed in Lancaster county were a 
part of the second regiment of Ker 
shaw's Brigade. General Joseph Bre- 
vard Kershaw. comma-1 der of the 
brigade, was the grandson of the 
revolutionary commander after whom 
the town and county of Kershaw 
was named. Kershaw was made a 
Major General In May of 1864 and hi* 
old brigade remained a pan of his 
division until it was sent to South 
Carolina to check General Sherman 
when It was still called Kershaw's 
brigade but was commanded by Gen 
eral Kennedy of Camden. Kershaw. 
himself and most of his troops were 
captured on April 6, 1866 at the bat 
tle of Sailor's Creek but the old bri 
gade at that time was following close 
upon the heels of Sherman In North 
Carolina.

Following his capture on the night 
of April 6, 1865 General Kershaw 
said: "If I only had my old brigade 
with me I believe we could have held 
these fellows in check until night 
gave us the opportunity to with 
draw."

Kershaw's brigade served with dis 
tinction at Bull Run or Manassas 
which was the first real engagement 
of the war. The federal troops had 
the advantage in the first part of 
the fighting as their artillery carried 
further but in the later part of the 
fight the federals were routed and 
rushed pell-mell back to Washing 
ton. Not many men on either side 
were lost in this engagement which 
was fought on July 21, 1861.

After this engagement the troops 
went into winter quarters near Bull 
Run without any important engage 
ments taking place In the meantime. 
It was not until the last pan of 
June, 1862 that Kershaw's brigade 
saw any more real action. This bri 
gade then was in the thick of the 
fighting during the battles that rag 
ed for seven days around Richmond. 
Seven Pines, Oalnes Mill, Savage 
Station, White Oak Swamp, Malvem 
Hill and Frazler's farm were the 
names of the fierce battles that were 
fought and Kershaw's brigade was

in most of the fighting although they 
were held in reserve at times like at 
the Battle of Seven Pines when they 
were on the battlefield but did not 
see action as they were held for an 
emergency that never developed. Mc- 
Clellan's northern forces were routed 
in this fighting and the losses were 
heavy on both sides. A number of 
soldiers from Lancaster county were 
killed at the battle of Oalnes Mill 
which was the fiercest battle of the 
war up to that time.

Then the brigade marched north 
ward toward Maryland and they 
passed by the battlefield where the 
Second Battle of Bull Run was fought 
but they did not take part In the en 
gagement. Then took place the bat 
tle of Harper's Ferry in which Ker- 
shsw's brigade took a prominent 
part. From here the army march 
ed on to Sharpsburg or Antletam 
where one of the bloodiest battles of
all time took place. Kershaws bri 

gade and the second regiment which 
contained the two Lancaster county 
companies commanded by Colonel 
Kennedy of Camden suffered heavy 
losses at this battle as their line was 
exposed to heavy firing as they went 
into action.

On December 13, 1862 was fought 
the battle of Frederlcksburg in which 
the Union army under Burnsides at 
tacked Lee s army and was repulsed 
with extremely heavy losses. In this 
battle Kershaw's brigade occupied a 
most favorable defensive position. It 
being one of the few times during 
the war that they were protected by 
strong breastworks. The second 
regiment of Colonel Kennedy was 
stationed on a sunken road with a 
substantial stonewall for protection. 
Regardless of this fact a number of 
Kershaw's brigade lost their lives in 
this engagement. The brigade went 
into winter quarters with Lee's army 
near Frederic ksburg and It was one 
Of the most severe winters in those 
parts.

The first important engagement of 
the 1863 campaign took place at 
Chancel lorsville In which General 
Joseph Hooker's army suffered a sev 
ere setback at the haads of General 
Lee. This battle took place from 
May 2 to May 4 and on the first day 
of the battle Kershaw's brigade did 
not take part but they engaged in 
the thick of the battle before it was 
over. "Stonewall" Jackson was kill 
ed on the first day of the fighting. 
Under Jackson was McOowan'a bri 
gade which also Included a number 
of soldiers from Lancaster county.

Soon after the battle of Chancel- 
lorsville Lee began his famous march 
which carrtexj his army into Penn 
sylvania and culminated In the bat 
tle of Gettysburg. On June 29th the 
troops of Lee began to gradually con 
centrate west of Gettysburg after be 
ing separated for a few days. On 
July 1 A. P. Hill and his troops, most 
of whom were North Carollnians met 
the enemy at Gettysburg and some 
fierce fighting took place in the 
streets of that town. Kershaw'i bri 
gade which was with Longstreets 
corps was several miles away and 
because of the distance intervening 
and mountainous condition of the 
countryside did not even hear the 
din of the battle. It was said that 
Kershaw's men had little idea that 
the crucial battle of the war would 
be fought on the following two days. 
About sundown on July 1 Kershaw's 
brigade began the march toward 
Gettysburg and at 3 a. m. they came 
upon a field hospital of Hill where 
the wounded were being cared for. 
On reaching Wllloughby's run four 
miles from Gettysburg they lay down 
beside the road and slept until the 
sun was high In the heavens on the 
morning of July 2.

On July 1 Hill had driven a por 
tion of Meades army back through 
the town of Gettysburg but during 
the night Meade had brought his 
entire army up on the ridges on the 
southeastern side of Gettysburg. So 
on July 2 Meades army was firmly 
entrenched in a fish hook formation 
with Gulps Hill at the end of the 
hook and the Round Tops at the end 
of the handle.

After much consultation among 
generals the movement began about 
ten o'clock in the morning for the 
formations of the columns of assault. 
Lee's army had been drawn up on a 
ridge about a mile away from the 
enemy but this ridge or merely a 
small elevation was not nearly as 
steep as the ridge on which Meade's 
army rested. On both ends of 
Meade's battle line the ridge was 
steep while it sagged down consid 
erably in the center.

After considerable marching and 
counter marching Kershaw's brigade 
took up a position in front of Little 
Hound Top. Col. John D. Kennedy's 
second regiment In which the two 
Lancaster county companies were a 
part was the first to go forward In 
the assault. On Devil's Den was 
stationed Major William Wallace of 
the Second with the brigade skir 
mish line or sharpshooters. It was 
about 3 p. m. when Longstreet or- 

eneral advance.

In the face of heavy artillery 
the entire 17,000 men of Long- 
streets corps moved against the 
enemy. As the Confederate army 
approached General Sickles who was 
commanding the Union forces in 
cluding a force on Little Round Top 
moved his men forward to meet 
them and even Little Round Top was 
left unprotected. General Meade's 
chief engineer, to observe the bat 
tle, went upon Little Round Top and 
immediately grasped the situation, 
fte called up all available forces and 
it was not too soon for General 
Law's Alabamlans were already com 
ing up the south side of the hill 
when the federals arrived on the 
top.

General Kershaw made straight 
toward Little Round Top from the 
front where he was met by the 

I fierce opposition. For four hours the 
fighting in the entire vicinity was 
desperate. On the right of Ker- 
shaw's brigade was Law's Alabamlans 
making a desperate attempt to take 
the hill while to the left of the bri 
gade thousands of men were clash- 
Ing In the bloody wheatfleld and the 
shell torn peach orchard. The fear 
ful shock of battle was kept up un 
til night fell but the federal position 
was too strong to be taken and when 
the sun set the Union army still had 
control of this vital spot. Had it; 
been captured artillery from Little 
Round Top could have commanded 
the entire ridge.

After the troops of Lee had moved 
south from Pennsylvania into Vir 
ginia it was decided to send Long- 
streeta army south to render aid to 
the southern forces who were being 
hard pressed by Grant and Rose- 
crans. On September 19 and 20 Gen- if 
eral Bragg's army reinforced by  * 
Longstreet fought the bloody battle 
of Chicamauga where the creek 
literally ran red with blood. The 
main battle took place on September 
20 and in this engagement Kershaw's 
brigade was In the thick of the fight 
from 11 a. m. until night and this 
brigade with all of Longstreet's tried 
veterans covered themselves with 
glory.

Longstreet's army was then sent 
to lay-siege to Knoxville and for 
some time they were in that vicin 
ity. By this time the economic posi 
tion of the south was !*d and the 
troops of Longstreet were especially 
neglected In the way of equipment 
and provisions. The soldiers suffer 
ed much about Knoxville and in East 
Tennessee where they spent the win 
ter. 'When spring came the army 
was taiok In Virginia to aid Lee in 
thst ddsiMe of Richmond.____



On M»y 3 Grant began the big! company G 
push=with one of the largest forces Captains. C. C. Haile and T. J. 
ever assembled and he was met by Clyburn; Lieutenants. T. B. Cantey. 
Lee. ;lta this crucial engagement the w J Jones; Sergeants. J. P. Cun- 
old brigade was commanded by Ken- ningham. j E Truesdale. J. F. Ben- 
nedy as Kershaw had been promot- ton< A- J - Cauthen; Corporal*. W. 
ed. The second regiment was com- 8 Wcfit- D- w- CoaU - B - N - Jones. R. 
manded by Ueutenant Colonel Gall- H - WUliams, 8. D. Jones and B. M. 
lard who was killed in the fierce fray Klrkland.

[. while Colonel Kennedy was wounded Privates: J. H. R. Alexander. J. C. 
and )ia<J to be carried from the field J - Baskin, B. J. Blackburn, J. A.

In this battle the second regiment Blackwell, J. Boone. W. Boone J. 
of the brigade was hard pressed at Boone. J. H. Brace. O. M. Bowers. 
times and suffered heavy losses. To- \ c - E- Baskin. R. C. Baskin. W. L. 
ward the end of the day this regl- ! Bird - J - E Blackmon, W. N. Black-
ment was sent to aid Bratton's bri 
gade which was being sorely press 
ed. Brat ton's brigade was the one 
formerly commanded by Jen kins, a 
South Carolina organization which , 
also contained a number of Lancas-i Dtxon - F- L- DUon, A. J. Downs. 
ter county men. General Jenkins was L DUon, D. Davis, H. O. Davts, H.

mon, J. M. Belk. J. S. Cauthen. H. 
J. Coats. O. H. Coats. W. W. Cope- 
land. 8. Crawford, B. Chancy. J. W. 
Clark, J. Croxton, J. E. Cook, T. 
Cook. A, D. Cato. 8. 8. Coon. B. 8.

killed at the battle of the Wilder- 
new. ;

Concerning the opening attack of 
the federal forces Captain Dickert 
wrote*

Deas. J. W. Dumm. J. W. Faulken- 
berry. W. J. Paulkenberry. D. O. 
Fletcher. J. Faulkenberry, J. Palle. 
J. B. Oaftin. R. C, Gardner. W. Gray. 
J. Graham. D. G ask in. J. OasJcin, J.

"Kershaw's brigade was extended! 0 Hall. J. Holly. E. P. Howie. 8. D. 
across the road and received the ! Howie, N. Hough. J. Hough, W. P. 
Krand, charge of the federal*. Three 1 Hough. O, W. Haile, W. J. Hunter, 
origadea of WUcox's division and all 1 w - Johnson. W. M. Johnson, A. A.
of Heath's were driven more or leu

rapidly, crowding together in hope 
less disorder and only to be wondered 
at when any of them attempted to 
make a stand. Tet Kershaw's bri 
gade bore themselves with illustrious 
gallantry. Some of the regiments 
had not only to deploy under fire 
but when they were formed, to force 

i their way through crowds of Hying 
men and re establish their lines. 
They met Grant'1 legions, opened a 
cool and murderous fire and con 
tinued it so steadily that the latter 
were compelled to give back. Here I 
honestly believe the Army of North- 
crn Virginia was saved."

After the battle of the Wilderness 
'the brigade served in the Cold Har 
bor engagement and in the fighting 
about Petersburg. Then the South 
[Carolina brigade was sent to the 
IShenandoah Valley to render aid to 
Early. After the Shenandoah Valley 
campaign the brigade under Ken- 
|nedy was sent to South Carolina to 
check Sherman. However, they re-

Johnson. J. A. Knight, W. L. Knox. 
M. P. Kelly, J. Kirby, R. R. Kirk- 
land. W. A. Knight, McD R Love, 
W. W. Mahaffey. J. 8. Martin. W. H. 
Martin. W. S. Marshall, J. 8. Mar 
shall. C. Mosely. T. Mosely, J. J. 
Murchlson. J. Me Lure. J. E. C. Mc- 
Dowell. H. C. McKay, O. C. Ma- 
hafley, T. E. Mason, A. W. Mahan, 
W. D. Marshall. W. H Marshall, L. 
R. Mason, T. J. Nelson, R. B. Pat 
ter son. w. W. Patterson, T. J. Perry. 
W. Peach. B. Parker. W. T. Powers, 
W. P. Phillips, R. Redtck, D. R. 
Reaves. L. D. Robertson, E. H. Rob- 
ertaon, J. Roe, D. Ray. J. C. Raysor. 
B. Rasey. D. O, Stover. Morris She- 
ron. James Sheron, James B her on. 
J. A. Bo well, B. Truesdale, W. M. 
Truesdale. H. Truesdale, J. T. Trues 
dale. J. A. West. T. G. West, 8. West, 
W. M. West, John Williams. J. N. 
Williams, C. D. WUliams, J. Wilker- 
son. B. Whltehead, C. P. Young, G. 
W. Young. J. N. Young. W. J. Young.

Company H
Captains. A. Me Man us, B. R. Cly- 

burn; Lieutenants. A. M. Perry, S. J.
jceived orders not to make a stand { Welsh, G. C. Brasington, T, J. Reeves, 
and no battle was fought until Bher- 1 M. R. Hlnson; Sergeants. J. F. 
man's army reached Bentonville. N.! Perry, S. C. Gardner, W. B. Ken- 
C. on April 17. General Johnston and?nington, D. A. Williams. Dr. J. F.
General Sherman met at Durham to
discuss terms of peace but it was not

[Until several days later that the
generals agreed upon terms of peace.
On May 2, 1865 the soldiers of John-
[ ton. Including Kershaw*s brigade
[marched out and stacked arms. Then
Ithey turned away and commenced
their journey homeward,

In the office of the state histori 
cal commission in Columbia the 
names of the two companies of Lan- 
caster county men, Company "G" 
and Compan "H" are to be found. 

| Little or no record of promotions 
were kept so that there may be some 
^accuracies in listing the officers

[McKay. L N. Ingram, J. J. Moody, 
M. C. Love, W. 8. Sowell; Corporals. 
A. J. Baker, J. M. Small, G. D. John 

son, D. O. Johnson, J. M. Small, S. 
A. Douglas. B. L. Kelly, J. C. Cook. 
W. McHorton, T. R Williams, R. F. 
HUton, R. A. Bollng.

Privates: W. C. Adkins. J. J. T. 
Baker. W. Baker. J. D. Bailey, John 
Bailey. W. T. Bell, O. W. Bennett. 
N. H. Bowers. W. J. Bowers. W. M. 
Brasington. B, Blackmon. P. H., 
Bridges, W. J. Caston. R. B. Cato, I 

, L. D. Cauthen. W. M,

kenberry, C. L. Gardner. S. Gard 
ner. W. W. Gardner, W. T. Gregory, 
Willls Gregory, G. T. Harris, J. Har 
ris. D. Harrell. T. Hilton. E. Hinson. 
W. L. Hinson. A. J. Horton. M. J. 
Hough, W. C. Horton, J. B. Horton. 
J. T. Horton. D. B. Marvel. B. B. 
Jones, J. D. Johnson, F. M. Johnson 
D. T. Johnson. B. R. Kennington. 
R. W. Kennington, G. W. Kenning 
ton. J. Kennington. N. Kennington. 
R. Kennington. R. Kennington. Jr., 
W. J. Kennington. S. L. Kennington. 
E. R. Knight. M. Lucas. R. J. Low- 
en', W. W Lowery. L. Minor. W. J. 
Lyles, W. T. Lynn. J. T. l*than. J. 
R. Love. V. H. Love. W. H. McManus. 
C. W. McManus. W. A. McManus. G. 
B. McManus. W. M. Neal. B. C. 
Perry, W. T. Phifer. A. Phillips. J. 
Phillips. H. 8. Phillips. A. L. Phillips. 
T. C. Reaves, W. U. R.' Robertson. 
V. A. Robertson. J J. Reaves. J. G. 
Short, J. M. Small, W. F. Small, 8. 
F. Sowell. A. Snipes, A. Boweil, W. ft 
Sodd. 8. M. Swetty, W. D. Woeng. T. 
J. Welsh. H. W. Wilkinson. C. H. 
Williams. J. F. Williams. W. J. Wil 
liams. O. B. Wilson, W. Wright. A. 
M, Williams. J. B. Wltherspoon.

It will be noted that some names 
in Company G are not very familiar 
tor there were a number of Kershaw 
county men in this organization. 
However, Company H under Captain 
McManus was formed exclusively of
Lancaster county men. Some of the 
name* may be misspelled but they 
appear as they do In the records of 
the state historical department.

Lancaster Invincibles Suffered 
Heavy Losses in the Fighting in 
Virginia and Also in Tennessee

OLD FLAG OF THIS FAMOUS COMPANY IS NOW ON DIS 
PLAY AT THE LANCASTER LIBRARY.

"  
bur

That the Lancaster Invincibles 
(which was officially Company B of 
the second regiment of South Caro 
lina Volunteers in Kershaw's famous 
brigade suffered heavy lossffi may be 
readily seen from records of the com- 

|pany which have been gathered by 
I the local chapter of the U. D. C. 
This company was in some of the 
most sanguinary battles of the war 
and scarcely a man returned to this
 tate without a 'wound stripe.

Their old flag which was taken 
when Johnston'i forces surrendered 
was returned later and it is now to be 
Men at the Lancaster library.

Thfs company was headed by Cap 
tain Amos McManus who was wound 
ed at the battle of Gettysburg. B. R. 
Clyburn, also a captain and who is 
remembered here by the old timers, 
was also wounded at Gettysburg. Ser 
geant D. A. Williams who was cleric 
of court here for years was another 
casualty of the bloody battle at Get 
tysburg. Lieutenant M. R. Hinson 
was another one of the officers who 
sustained injury in the crucial bat 
tle in Pennsylvania. Sergeant J. M. 

.Small received wounds at Oettys- 
Iburg of which he died later. This 
company was with the famous bri 
gade which made a fierce charge to- 

i wards Uttle Round Top. the most 
important position on the battle field 
and lost a number of soldiers In 
the engagement.

A list of other casualties of the 
company follows:

Sergeant S. C. Gardner, wounded 
at Sharpsburg, Sept. 17. 1862.

John N. Ingram died in service.
Sgt. J. J. Moody, wounded at Fred-

 ricksburg, December 13, 1863.
Sergeant M. C. Love, wounded in 

the  ervlce.
Sergeant Geo. D. Johnson wound 

ed at Chickamauga.
8. A. Douglas, killed at Spottsyl- 

vania, May 10, 1864.
Corporal B. L. Kelly, wounded In 

action.
Corporal M. L. Hinson. wounded at 

Cedar Cre«k.
William Me. Horton. wounded at 

Gettysburg.
T. E. Williams died at Orange 

Courthouse. Va., 1863. He was a 
brother of D. A. Williams.

Wm. C. Adkins, wounded at Get 
tysburg and later captured by the 
enemy.

G. W. Bennett, wounded at Chlca- 
mauga.

W. M. Brasingtoti. died of wounds 
[received at Chlcamauga.

P. H. Bridges, died of wounds at 
Winchester. Va., in 1862.

W. J. Caston, died of wounds suf 
fered at Chlcamauga.

J. M. Cauthen, wounded at battle 
of Predericksburg, Dec. 13. 1862.

R. D. Cauthen, died in service, 
Nov. 1. 1882.

Asa Deas, died of disease. Dec. 16.
1862.

W. B. Funderburk was wounded 
several times during the war.

Samuel Gardner. wounded tit 
Sharpsburg and also Cedar Creek.

W. W. Gardner, died of disease.
1863.

G. T. Harris, died of disease. Jan. 
17. 1863. ;

D. B. Ho we 11, captured by enemy. 
Dec. 6. 1862.

Elijah Hinson, died of wounds in 
service.

J. J. Horton, reported dead. Jan 
17. 1862.

W. C. Horton. died of wounds re 
ceived at Gettysburg.

N. J. Hough died in service, Jan 
uary, 1883.

J. T. Horton died while on fur 
lough home, Aug. 31. 1863.

D. T, Johnson, died of disease at 
Richmond. Dec. 12. 1862.

B. B. Jones, wounded at Gettys 
burg and captured*.

J. F. M. Kelly, died in service.
R. R. Kennington, wounded at Bat 

tle of the Wilderness. May 6, 1864.
B. H. Love, killed at Wilderness, 

June, 1864.
J. R. Lucas, wounded at Gettys 

burg- 
Moses Lucas, captured by enemy In 

Virginia.
G. B. McManus, wounded at Get 

tysburg.
Wm. H. McManus, wounded at 

Chlcamauga and later died.
H. L. Phillips, killed at Sharps* 

burg.
Asa Snipes, died of disease, Dec. 

33, 1863. -<
B. P. Button, wounded at Chica- 

mauga.
W. D. TJssery, wounded at Chica- 

mauga.
T. J. Welsh, reported dead. Jan. 

17. 1M3.
W. H. Wllkerson, killed at Gettys 

burg, July 3, 1863.
O. B. Wilson, wounded at Sharps- 

burg,


