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pean country, of course, but no 
one knows exactly why. The 
Spanish conquistadors found the 
turkey in America and intn> 
duced it in Europe.

7A« PHgrimi mtfoac/ would have difficulty ftcogniiing so magnificent a bird • . -
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For Thanksgiving

A Remarkable Science Story

IHANGE U constant and if it 
x should seem to you that some

.aspect of Thanksgiving is differ-
lent from what it used to be your 
Impression is probably right. 
There's one thing about Thanks-

| giving in South Carolina, however,
[that's been revolutionary, and
lean be readily supported by the
1 statistics. This Is the part of It 
that pertains to the agricultural

[economy.
It's simply that in recent years

[South Carolina has come to pro 
duce a significant part of the 
farm products that since the day 
of the Pilgrims have been asso-

: dated with Thanksgiving tur 
keys and corn. And such a trend

I Is attributable, certainly in part,
! to the amazing things that so 
many branches of science have

| done both to the turkey and to 
the maize or Indian corn the Pil-

igrims knew on the first Thanks-
I giving.

For one thing, utilization of the
'genetic laws of Gregor Mendel, 
the Austrian abbot, has brought

BY HEXRY LESES1VE ;j
some remarkable mutations to 
both farm products. Genetics has 
increased the puny turkey the Pil 
grims found to one several times 
as large and has made it a tast 
ier, tenderer, meatier bird.

Today you can find about any 
size or type of turkey you want 
but economic factors and the 
trend to urban living and small 
er families has dictated the 
breeding also of an apartment* 
sized, meaty, broadbreasted tur 
key, a notable example being the 
Beltsville White, which the U. S. 
department of agriculture scien 
tist* developed at the Beltville, 
Md., experiment station.

Coinciding with new breeds and 
modern feeding methods the tur 
key also has gradually become a 
year-round instead of merely a 
seasonal and luxury bird. Turkey 
production in the United States 
has virtually doubled since 1949 
and this year's crop Is a record 
76 million.

The geographical pattern has 
also changed substantially with 
the "big business" evolution of

the industry. California and Min 
nesota are still the big producing 
states but in recent years Vir 
ginia has attained third place and 
production generally has been 
greatly stepped up in the South- 
cast.

Southward from Virginia, South 
Carolina is the turkey state. The 
turkey crop in South Carolina this 
year is over a million and a quar-   
ter birds 15 per cent greater, 
than In 1955, but somewhat short 
of the all-time record of 1954. And 
the processing of turkeys has in 
creased phenomenally in South 
Carolina since 1946.

About a score of large, modem
plants in the state process tur 
keys and have an output of 50,- 
000 to 1,500,000 pounds. A decade 
ago all dressed turkeys in South 
Carolina were sold fresh but now 
many are dressed and drawn, va 
cuum-packed and quick frozer.

It's been known for a long time, 
relatively, that the turkey is 
about the only domesticated Jowl 
or animal native to North Amer 
ica. It br -    '   > - , ,.' , TV-.,.
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