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Churchgoers Battle Magazine Men

Of 
Battle In H-Bomb Plant

ELLENTON C?) Two Red Book magazine staffmen working on 
;i story of the H-bomb material plant to be built in this area were 
m their way back to New York today after being manhandled by a 

xrou£ of Ellenton citizens.
Police Chief John E. Steed said he didn't have first hand informa 

tion on the fracas yesterday in front of the Baptist church. But he 
said that some people "have been confused and hardly responsible 
for their actions" since it was announced they would have to move 
10 make way for the $260,000,000 H-bomb project.

There were conflicting versions 
nf the squabble involving two 
magazine staffers photographer 
Ike Vern and writer Booton Hern- 
don.

At Raleigh. N. C. Herndon said 
in a telephone call to New York 
that he and Vern had been in the 

I area about a week, talking with 
j people and making pictures. They 
had made arrangements with the 
pastor to photograph people in 
front of the church after the ser 
vice.

The way Herndon explained it:
"A door opened and a group of 

imcn came out. They seemed to
be In a hurry. A husky, stocky 
man was in the lead. The next 
thing I knew they were slugging 
Vern. He tried to protect his

cameras. I went to Vern's assist 
ance. The first thing I knew they 
were slugging me. There were at 
least 10 of them,

"They yelled, 'get out of twon  
we're going to tar you*."

"We didn't strike back they'] 
were all around us. They were 
going for Vern's cameras.

"Some other people came out 
of the church and watched."

Herndon said he and Vern final* 
ly managed to reach their auto 
mobiles and drive away.

Steed said the two magazine 
representatives had been asked 
not to take pictures while the 
church was having service* and 
the fracas started when they tried 
to photograph the congregation 
as it left the church. Steed said 
he understood "only a few licks" 
were passed and no one was hurt 
much. He added that Vern and 
Herndon made no complaint to 

i his office and he intends to drop 
the matter unless they do so.

Steed quoted Mayor H. W. Rish- 
er as saying It was "an unfortun 
ate incident and everyone here is 
sorry it happened."

The Rev. D. R. Parkerson, pas 
tor of the church, said only one 
member of his congregation was 
directly involved, and he believed 
other members tried to stop the 
tussJe. The pastor added that he 
waa In the church at the time and 
did not see the short row.

In New York, Red Book Editor 
Wade Nichols said the fight ap 
parently started when some El 
lenton citizens became angry 
about "the invasion of outsiders." 
Nichols said about 10 citizens 
were involvedtand he understood 
Vern "came out of it with a cauli 
flower ear and a black eye" and] 
"Herndon "got off easier.'**'

Cost Of S. C. H - Bomb Plant Is
Raised To Over 11-4 Billions
'stimate For 

Aiken Project 
Is Doubled

m *

WASHINGTON  (AP)   
The nation's vast plant foi 
the projected hydrogen bomb 
will cost more than twice as 
much as originally estimated 
the Atomic Energy Commis 
sion reported today.

Chairman Gordon Pean of th 
AEC declared at a news confer 
enoe the estimate of cost has risen 
from 600 million dollars a year and 
a half ago to 1*4 billion dollars,

Dean said it is apparent now thai 
"reactors" will cost more than had 

[been expected. Reactors are de 
vices for making atomic explo 
-ives.

 ^significant] 
reactors at the South Carolina H<| advances" in weapons research
bomb plant were to be of "ad-f 
vanced" design. Dean said today1 
'the design is still not completed 

on some of them." 
The new estimate was contained

development.
5. Increased domestic productio 

of uranium ores thanks to ex pan 
ed exploration, opening of new 
during areaa, and incentive bonus*

atomic ray«. 
no sitmulus to

may aid in breeding new

thf> fight ag&inst certain crop dis~

in the AEC's somi-annual report} f* for uranium producers who 
to Congress today.

The commission described "\f*% 
tense activity" in (he pa«t 
months throughout the entire ttdcn-J 
ic enterprise   including an "PX-, 
panding atomic weapons program/ 
It told of:

1. Full-blast operation of all it* 
existing plants including those for 
making atomic explosives.

2. Progress on new construction 
entailing 3 per cent of the nation's 
total building expenditures and em 
ploying nearly 2 per cent of th* 
country's total construction force.

3. "Continued" increase in th» 
output of fissionable materials at 

Jowpr cost Than ever.

more inan $250,000 in suclf 
'prizes" last year.

6. Research findings with radiof 
active isotope* that may lead td 
improved methods of farming "ana 
lowered costs ot food and 
production."

7. Further agricultural researc* 
indicating 
while providing 
plants, 
varieties' of crop*, and also aid in

/ivnUA.

aster Cash Settlement For Land 
Bought For H-Bomb Plant Urged

By WIKBIK JENMNGS | 
AP Special Washington Service

' WASHINGTON OP-Faster cash ! 
settlement for land bought for the; 
hydrogen bomb plant war Aiken, j 
S. C, has been urged by two fed-, 
eral investigators.

They told the Joint Congressional 
Committee on Defense Production 
that delays are causing "unreas 
onable hardship to many families 
residing in the project area."

The committee loday released 
the investigator's report along with 
a report on a hearing it held Nov. 
27 in connection with the giant 
plant.

John L. DOUR!as and Daniel L. 
O'Con nor made the investigation. 
Douglas is on the staff of the Sen 
ate Banking Committee and O- 
Connor is a Washington lawyer and 
former FBI agenl.

The two made these recommen 
dations :

1. St«pf should be taken to ex 
pert H* appraisals and settlements 
so that families forced to evacuate 
the area may know with a reason 
able degree of certainty the pr^ca 

1 to be received for their property.
2. Funds should immediately 

be made available for the expan 
sion of community facilities in the 
towns most acutely affected by the 
influx ol project workers. The con 
struction of permanent housing il 
now being curtailed primarily be 
cause of the inadequacy of thete 
facilities.

3. The J. A. Robbins Co. award 
for the construction of 4.000 fam 

ily trailers should be canoe! led 
and one or more competent build 
ers submitted so that the needed 
units may be completed within a 
reasonable time.

O'Connor in oral testimony be 
fore the committee, said the Rob- 
bins concern, of Philadelphia, was 
awarded a contract in August to 
suild the trailers but had not in- 
tailed any.
O'Connor said that when he vis- 

tted the project in October, Rob- 
bins had not even executed a for 
mal contract.

Some progreas in completing pre 
liminary arrangements, but none 
toward actual construction, was re 
ported by the time of the hearing.

O'Connor said the primary com 
plaint he had found in the area 
was that the- people are being 
forced to move to new area*, but 
the ippraisals of their present 
properties have not been completed 
by Army engineers.

Chairman Maybank fD-SC) 1»- j 
tcrrupted Jo say that he had been i 
totf thnt the engineers did not | 
have enough personnel to do the ! 
xvork any faster.

O'Connor noted that "The people 
in the town of Ellington, who com 
prise about 200 inhabitants, arc 
required to vacate by Feb. 1 of

next year.'
Maybank asked If it was true 

that 75 per cent of them had not 
been paid.

O'Connor replied that "The ma 
jority of thoae people have not

rewivea'""iiay"mreflts~ OT 
their premises."

Delays in obtaining clear titles, 
as well as slow appraisals, have 
held up some of the payment*, he 
said.

Gordon Dean, AEC chairman, 
told the committee that J860 mB- 
lion has been spent on the project 
and a deficiency appropriation of 
$400 mNlion more has been re 
quested of Congress.

Rear Adm. Carl H. Cotter, re 
tired, who made a study of the 
plant for the committee, backed 
up earlier statements when he 
said: 
_I/In my investigation down there
I could find nothing to trftJcTzw 
the way ̂  that the Atomic Energy 
Commission and its personnel are 
handling that operation."

Of the builder, the EHjPont com 
pany, he said "in my opinion, no 
concern is better qualified'* to 
do the job.

Maybank said the investigations 
had been made because there was 
"much criticism" in the newspa 
pers about the work.


