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4 PLANTATION BELL HOUSE

A picture of this 
building last week under 
the caption "What Wan 
It?" brought letters de 
tailing its use as a bell 
house and gear supply 
room on the J.H. Aycock 
plantation near Wedge- 
field. The bell, contain 
ing silver, called field 
hands to and from work 
with its melodious tones 
heard for miles and re 
called with pleasure by

What was it? Staff Photographer Rots Parsons didn't have time to Inquire about the use to which t<h'it littl* 
chrjpel or house *os put in years past but he taw itt photogenic possibilities and here 'tis. The !/'/  ij four mile* 
 es/ «f Wedgtfield on State Highway 76J.___________

COLUMBIA, S. C., SUNDAY, AUGUST 17.

old-timers. See letters off 
page 7C.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, The State:

Wedgef ield Bell Tower 
Recalled With Pleasure

The two letters below give 
Information about a picture of 
little dilapidated building with 
a tower on top which appeared 
in The State's Magazine Sec 
tion last Sunday over the cap 
tion "What Was It?" For an 
other view of the photogenic 
little bell towei see page 1C.

To The F,ditor Of The State:
I can't ro-iist writing to give 

you informal ion concerning the 
piclnre of a tumble-down building 
at Wedgetield published in Sun- 
dn\ 's The State August 17.

It was called the "bell house" 
on the Aycock plantation. It held 
a large, very valuable, sweet- 
toned bell that called the 25 
ploughmen to nnd from the lields. 
The building was used for the 
office where the laborers were 

. given checks to be traded or 
cashed at the store, the remains 
of which stands in the village of

All of this propprty with thou 
sands of acres of farm and wood 
ed land WRK owned by J. H. Ay- 
rock and Sons, North Carolinians 
who bought it in 1878. The lum 
ber for all the buildings was grown 
and sawrd on the plantation and 
all trimmed around the eaves the 
game.

The contractor was Brb Carr, 
the farm superintendent was Pet 
er Mellette fronr, 1R79 Jo 1908 fol 
lowed by his son-in-law K. W. 
Nettles until the property changed 
hands.

MRS. E. W. NETTLES 
WEDGEFIELD

To The Editor Of The State
The enclosed picture from your

Magazine Section of Sunday the
17th inst. What was it? I'd like to
give you some of its history as

i many people have asked the

same question, rot being familiar 
with this section of our county.

In 1878 or '80 Mr. James II. Ay- 
cock purchased two large planta 
tions in this section and began his 
farming operations and built his 
home. Nearly were his barns, 
stablc-s, etc., and in front of the 
lot he built a small building for 
use as a supply room and over 
seer's office on which the tower 
for a bell was erected (the little 
building shown In the picture).

For this tower and its duplicate 
at another plantation some three 
miles away, he had cast two bells 
containing quite a lot of silver 
which gave to their tones a most 
melodious note, the sound ol 
which could be heard for several 
miles deep, sweet notes which 
were always a joy to listen to.

On each of these bells was cast 
a verse of poetry composed by his 
son-in-law Mr. Frank F. Coving- 
ton of Darlington.

The bell was about three feet 
in diameter and weighed some 
where about 1,200 pounds.

Its use was to awaken the plow 
hands, sending them out to work, 
recalling for noon, returning them 
to work and, at the end of the 
day, to return (a most joyful 
sound for all and especially for 
the mules on a hot day). The 
mules seemed to know just when 
'twas time to come to the stables, 
for about 11.30, and late in the 
^ftornoon, they would start bray- 
me; as thrir heads were turned 
inward hom*» and feed. One could 
almost tell the time of day by the 
mules' actions at these hours.

Now the old lot-man, who want 
ed to vine his bell at the correct 
hour, would not entirely rely on 
his watch but had an understand 
ing with the cook in the "big- 
housr" to wag the window blind 
for ihn noon re«;t and. checking

against his watch, he would ring 
he bell.

As children it was always our 
ambition to ring this bell and, of 
course, it being so heavy, we 
would get "Uncle Sam" to let us 
rinp; it with his guiding hand and, 
as tho bell would return for a 
second stroke, it would lift our 
little feet off the floor, much to 
->ur ctolhrht.

This brll has been recently re 
moved from its tower to prevent 
its telling and being broken and 
it now rests from its labors in a 
shod but its tongue and sweet 
mrlody are still there and I hope 
some day to see it once more 
mounted on high, for I'm sure its 
message of work well done will 
gladden the hearts of all who are 
fortunate enough to hear its mel 

odious tongue as it is wafted into 
the air,

A photo of the old barn and 
stables only a fp\v yards away 
should be taken as a companion 
for this one.

The mate for the bell was (\r 
stroycd, melted liko a spilled po. 
of hot lead, in the fire which 
burned another barn and stablos 
on an adjoining plantation in 1910.

Most of the people who kneu 
and loved the voice of these bells 
have long since passed away and 
I hope still that the peal of thi? 
last one may yet grace our air

It may be sentimental on m\ 
part, yet I am certain that I'd 
enjoy once again listening to its 
sweet tones.

Thanking you for your interest 
and your many able editorials.

THOMAS D. BROWN 
Wedgpfield

Mr. Brown appened the in 
scription on the bell. 

On one side
The Meneely Bell Foundry 

Meneely & Co. West Troy. N.Y.
Made A.D. 1878 For

James H. Aycock, Esq.
Wedgefield Farms', Sumter Co. S.C.

On reverse side (poetry by son-
inlaw of Mr. Aycock Mr. Frank

;Fi Covingfon, Darlington, S.C.)
"Fair Bell, Bade Joy and 

Increase.
And Oh, May All Thy Sounds 

Be Hallowed to Peace."
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