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Alumnae News Prints History Of State Home 
Demonstration Service Since Its Inception
For the information of Winthrop College alumnae, The

Winthrop Alumnae News is reprinting a chronological history
of Home Demonstration work at Winthrop.
Jan. 1, 1910 Miss Marie Cromer, connected with Winthrop, 

organized in Aiken County the first girls* club 
in home economics.

! !! Miss Cromer made "State Organizer" headquarters at 
Winthrop.

1912 & 1913 General Assembly appropriated specific funds 
for Winthrop designated for "extension work in 
household economics/' et cetera.

June 2, 1913 0. B. Martin, Assistant in charge Demonstra 
tion Club Work, Washington, wrote Dr. Johnson: 
"Winthrop College has done a magnificent work 
along domestic science and industrial lines. It 
stood for these things before they became so 
popular, in fact it was the one great agency in 
South Carolina which has made them popular."

June 18, 1914 0. B. Martin to Dr. Johnson:
"South Carolina is the only state which has all 
its county agents working for nine months in 
the year. Of course, this would not be possible 
but for the cooperation of Winthrop. . . ." 
J. A. Evans, Chief, Extension work in South, of 
Department of Agriculture: 
"I always think about South Carolina as the birth 
place of the women's and girls' club movement 
and Winthrop College as its foster mother since 
it was the first college in the South to take up 
and become actively interested in carrying on 
girls' and women's work." (Quoted from The 
State, June 15, 1920.)

GOVERNOR BLEASE DESIGNATES CLEMSON TO AD 
MINISTER FUNDS UNDER LEVER ACT, KNOWING 

THAT WINTHROP AND CLEMSON HAD AGREED 
THAT WINTHROP WOULD HANDLE HOME 

ECONOMICS
May 8, 1914 Lever Act approved.

Secretary of Agriculture wrote Governor Blease 
to designate college or colleges to receive funds 
provided by Smith-Lever cooperative agricultural 
extension law.

May 18,1914 President Johnson wrote Governor Blease that 
Clemson and Winthrop had agreed that Winthrop 
should continue work for the women.

May 19, 1914 Governor Blease replied that he referred the 
Secretary of Agriculture's letter to Clemson, 
"the only college in this State that I thought 
handles such agricultural matters," 
and advised Johnson to take matter up with 
President Riggs. 
Blease added:
"I would be glad to see your college have all 
the money."

June 1, 1914 President Johnson wrote Governor Blease that 
he and President Riggs would soon have a con 
ference
"as to the part of the money Winthrop is to 
receive for Home Economics work in the State, 
I think the matter is all right."

June 4, 1914 Congressman Lever (author of the Act of Con 
gress) wrote Dr. Johnson: 
"I understand from President Riggs that you 
and he had agreed upon a plan by which you 
are to handle the home economic features of 
the work in the State, and Dr. Galloway (Asst 
Secretary of Agriculture) . . . told me that the 
arrangement made by you and Clemson was 
satisfactory ... I take it from the statement of 
Dr Ri^gs that there will be no difficulty in this

matter. He understands that I am anxious that 
Winthrop College be given that portion of the 
work which deals with home economics, and he 
expressed himself entirely agreeable to that part 
of the plan."

June, 1914 Governor Blease designated Clemson 
"to administer the funds"
receive under the Lever Act. True to the un 
derstanding with Winthrop, President Riggs sub 
mitted to President Johnson an agreement to 
be executed by both institutions.

CLEMSON AND WINTHROP PUT AGREEMENT IN WRIT 
ING, WHICH WAS APPROVED BY BOTH BOARDS OF

TRUSTEES AND SIGNED BY BOTH PRESIDENTS 
June 29, 1914 President Johnson suggested to President 

Riggs that a provision be added to the partner 
ship agreement that it
"may be dissolved only by mutual agreement/' 
saying:
". . . we would not want to be cut off summarily 
after having given up all of our independent ex 
tension work and extension appropriations. I am 
sure that you would not think of doing that, but 
we do not know what your or my successor 
might try to do. This clause would be a protec 
tion to Clemson also.** 

July 20, 1914 President Ridge ,-Vce President Johnson:
'»I have revised our agreement in accordance 
with your suggestion."

July 25, 1914^President Riggs wrote President Johnson that 
the Clemson "Board of Trustees approved our 
understanding at their meeting on July 2nd."

TERMS OF AGREEMENT 
The signed agreement between Clemson and 

Winthrop provided:
Par. 1: 25% of all funds received to be de 

voted to home economics work and placed under 
the direction of Winthrop.

Par. 2: All home economic projects be sub 
mitted to the Director of Extension, and if ap 
proved by him and Secretary of Agriculture, be 
executed by Winthrop.

Par. 3: Bills for expense incurred by Win 
throp be approved by President of Winthrop and 
sent to Director of Extension, to be handled 
under the rules prescribed by Clemson.

| Par. 4: All agents in home economics be 
I nominated by President of Winthrop to Direc-l 

tor of Extension, subject to same rules as gov-r' 
ern Director's appointment of agents. ."

Par. 5: Authorizes President of Winthrop to 
deal directly with Director of Extension, but re-   
serves right of the two presidents to confer rc-b 
garding the work. F :

Par. 6: Both colleges to use proper means to 
secure from General Assembly necessary funds, 
and neither will seek legislation out of keeping 
with the understanding but both will oppose f 
such legislation.

Par. 7: The partnership . . . may be dis 
solved only by mutual consent and then only 
after ample time for necessary re-adjustments. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY ACCEPTS THE LEVER ACT AND 
DESIGNATES CLEMSON TO RECEIVE GRANTS OF

MONEY UNDER THE ACT
February 12, 1915 Joint Resolutions of the General Assem 

bly, accepting terms of the Lever Act and des 
ignating Clemson to receive appropriations there 
under _ __

"to organize and conduct agricultural extension 
work."
This authority was given with the full knowl 
edge of the Agreement between Winthrop and 
Clemson, made six months earlier, that Winthrop 
would handle the home demonstration work. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIALLY AP 
PROVED AND RECOGNIZED THE WINTHROP-CLEM- 

SON AGREEMENT AND BECAME A PARTY TO
EXECUTING ITS PROVISIONS

1914 The Department of Agriculture, Winthrop and 
Clemson jointly executed an agreement for home 
demonstration work and provided funds for the 

______ fiscal year 1914-1915. (Winthrop has an ua-j

signed copy of this agreement, therefore re 
quested the Department and Clemson for a 
copy neither were able to find it in their files) 

July 1-12, 1915 Officials of the Department of Agriculture, 
Winthrop and Clemson executed an agreement 
for home demonstration work, and provided 
funds for the fiscal year 1915-1916. In this, the 
Winthrop-Clemson Agreement was referred to 
and the important feautres reiterated, and the 
Department bound itself to follow the provisions 
therein. Read the following as copied:

"Name of Project: Home Demonstration and 
Girls' Canning Club Work through women county 
agents and specialists.

"Leader: Miss Edith L. Parrott
"Location: South Carolina
"Headquarters: Winthrop Normal and Indus 

trial College, Rock Hill, South Carolina."
Legal Authority: Agreement Secretary of 

Agriculture and President of Clemson. 7-7-14, 
Lever Agricultural Extension Act, General «Ap 
propriation, U. S. Dept. Ag., et cetera, "State 
Appropriation to Winthrop College."

"Organizations: This work will be ad minis 
tered through and in cooperation with Winthrop 
College, Rock Hill, S. C, as part of the general 
organization of extension work provided for in 
the general memorandum of understanding dated 
July 1, 1914, and in accordance with the plan of 
organization outlined in Project No. 1.

"There Is therefore, established at Winthrop 
College, Rock Hill, S. C., a division of extension 
work with a Director in charge for carrying on 
this work. Appointments of all employees, in 
eluding the State leaders engaged in this Home 
Demonstration work, shall be made solely on the 
basis of their qualifications for the work con 
templated and shall be made upon the recom 
mendation of the leader to the President of 
Winthrop College who will nominate for appoint 
ment to the Director of Extension of Clemson 
College, In accordance with the agreement be 
tween Clemson and Winthrop College, whose 
action thereon shall be subject to the same rules 
u govern his appointments of all agents ap 
pointed by him as provided for in Project No 
1, approved August 7, 1914.

"In CMC of any changes of policy or plans 
for conducting the work, such changes of policy 
or plan* shall not go into effect until they have 
been approved by the President of Winthrop Col 
lege, the Director of Extension Work and the 
President of Clemson Agricultural College and 
the Special Agent in Charge, Farmers Coopera 
tive Demonstration Work, U, S. Department of 
Agriculture, who shall confer at least annually



regarding the progress, development and future 
planning of the work, and may confer from time 
to time relative to matters important for them 
to consider."

"Cooperation: The cooperative extension 
work provided for under this project shall be 
carried on by cooperation between Winthrop 
College, the Clemson Agricultural and the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture in the manner pro 
vided for under the general memorandum of 
understanding between the Clemson Agricul 
tural College and the U. S. Department of Agri 
culture, dated July 7, 1914, and the special ar 
rangement perfected between Clemson Agricul 
tural College and Winthrop College."

"History: Home demonstration work through 
women county agents has been carried on in 
South Carolina for a number of years with very 
gratifying results. . . ."

This agreement was signed by President 
Johnson (July 1), Director of Extension Long 
(July 3), President Riggs (July 7) and three 
Department of Agriculture officials, Bradford 
Knapp, Special Agent in Charge (July 10), A. C. 
True, Director of State Relations (July 12) and 
C. V. Marvin, Acting Secretary (July 12).

|HOW DID THE DIRECTOR OF EXTENSION, THE PRESI 
DENT OF CLEMSON AND THE DEPARTMENT OF AG 

RICULTURE INTERPRET AND ACT UNDER THE 
AGREEMENT?

|0ct 14, 1916 Director W. W. Long wrote President John 
son:
"I am sure you realize that I appreciate your 
responsibility and that the funds set aside out 
of the Lever funds for Winthrop College are 
absolutely in your hands . . . and my position 
will only be to do what I am required absolutely 
by law to do."

|Mar. 22, 1920 Director W. W. Long to President Johnson: 
"I have always felt that the matter of policy, 
which includes appointment of agents, outlining 
the work, the securing of appropriations from 
the counties, questions of supervision and dis 
cipline, was entirely in your hands, and my au 

thority and responsibility were determined by 
the . . . Lever Act, under which this work is 
conducted and that authority and responsibility 
are the passing upon and approving of the legal 
ity of any expenditure you might make. 
"I have always felt that the woman's work in this 
State should stand out distinctly as a Winthrop 
activity and whatever connection Clemson had 
with it was simply to meet the requirements of 
the Federal Act. I do not believe that the wom 
an's work in this State that has been so efficient 
ly managed depends in any way upon the coop 
eration of Clemson."

I March 26, 1921 Director Long to State Home Demonstration 
Agent:
"These appointments are not made in accord 
ance with paragraph No. 4" of the Winthrop- 
Clemson agreement, and wrote: "I have just 
had a conference with President Riggs and he 
insists that . . . these appointments be made 
in accordance with this Memorandum.'*

[Aug. 8, 1914 Bradford Knapp, Special Agent, Dept. of Agri 
culture, wrote Director Long, regarding plans 
under the Lever Act, saying: 
"We are perfectly willing that these plans be 
agreed to between yourself and Dr. Johnson, 
under the arrangement you have made which 
we think is a very excellent one."

[May 28, 1915 President Riggs wrote President Johnson:
"You may be assured that I will see that the 
terms of our understanding are always strictly 
observed."

JAug. 10, 1917 Bradford Knapp to President Riggs:
"If I may be permitted to put down in writ 

Ing my understanding of the arrangement, there 
is a mutual agreement between yourself and 
Dr. Johnson which mainly involves your own re 
lationships to each other as the heads of the

two institutions in South Carolina. As I under 
stand it each of you regard Mr. Long as the 
Director in charge of extension work In th  
State, and you also regard the home demonstra 
tion work or home economics extension work 
conducted in cooperation with Winthrop College 
as an integral part of the entire extension work 
in the State.

"It is understood by all of us that no projects 
will be approved, no plan changed, no appoint 
ments made, no dismissals decided upon or any 
important matter regarding this work decided 
upon without the direct and positive approval of 
Dr. Johnson, just as this Department will not 
approve of any acts of Mr. Long unless it is 
advised in some way that Dr. Riggs has signified 
his approval.

"I presume that in the conduct of the work 
If Mr. Long receives suggestions of appointment 
from Miss Parrott which do not contain Dr. 
Johnson's signature, he will return them to Miss 
Parrott and Miss Parrott should certainly see 
that the approval of Dr. Johnson is obtained 
before the appointment, dismissal, project or 
other plan is forwarded hi the usual course of

ary 1 ...
"I am therefore notifying you of the discontinu 
ance of any agreement between The Clemson 
Agricultural College and Winthrop College."

Nov. 8, 1955 President Sims, with authority of Board of 
Trustees of Winthrop, advises State Agent Neely 
to "disregard" the order of Clemson.

Nov. 9f 1955 President Sims writes President Poole, sug 
gesting reference of the issue to the Attorney , 
General. No answer.

Dec. 3, 1955 President Sims again writes President Poole, 
requesting answer to above suggestion, and 
asking to be informed as to the reasons for 
Clcmson's arbitrary and unilateral repudiation 
of the contractual obligations under the agree 
ment. No answer.

Dec. 20, 1955 Just prior to the meeting of the General As 
sembly of South Carolina, President Cooper of 
the Clemson Board writes Chairman Dinkins of 
the Winthrop Board advising that the Clemson 
Board
"Is quite willing to leave this matter in status 
quo," and suggesting committees of the two 
boards be appointed to negotiate.

business. This also applies to the question of M Mar. 28, 1956 Chairman Dinkins of Winthrop Board writes
expenditure of the Smith-Lever funds alloted 
for work in cooperation with Winthrop College. 

"This is exactly as we had supposed all the 
time the relationship was originally established."

Sept. 18, 1917 President Riggs to Bradford Knapp:
'The relations of Winthrop to the home dem 
onstration work were advisably outlined in your 
letter of August 10."

Aug. 25, 1917 President Riggs to President Johnson:
"I cannot conceive that the people of South 
Carolina will stand for anything less than ant 
intimate and active participation of Winthrop f 
College in the Home Economics work in this 
State, and it is inconceivable to assume that the 
President of Winthrop College should have any 
less real connection with it than was outlined 
in Mr. Knapp's admirable letter of August 10. 
As a matter of fact, nothing new was included j 
at the Washington conference, but merely an" 
understanding reached that existing agreements 
should be carried out as had not been done."

May 12, 1921,
May 28, 1921 President Riggs invoked the protection of

President Cooper, in appreciation of Clemson's 
willingness to leave the matter "in status quo" 
and, while seeing no necessity for committees 
to meet, "if Clemson insists" such a committee 
would be appointed. No answer.

EIGHTEEN MONTHS LATER

June 25, 1957 Shortly after the adjournment of the General 
Assembly of South Carolina, President Poole, 
Director Nutt, and Vice President Edwards, of 
Clemson, came to Winthrop at 10:30 a.m. and 
advised President Sims that Clemson was again 
ordering the Home Demonstration staff to move 
to Clemson, handing him a copy of a statement 
released to the press at 7 a.m.

July 1, 1967 Chairman Dinkins writes President Cooper, re 
questing Clemson to "leave the matter in status 
quo" in accordance with 1955 letter of President 
Cooper until the General Assembly can con 
sider the issue. No answer. 

3, 1957 Attorneys for Clemson write President Sims
suggesting conference with Attorney-General.

Paragraph 6 by "calling Dr. Johnson's attention H July 5-8, 1957 Clemson sends truck to transport personal ef- 
that statements of the State Home Demonstra-3 fects of State Home Demonstration Staff. Staff

personnel left Winthrop for Clemson.
Una Federation of Women's Clubs urging more ffl July 8, 1957 President Sims placed guards and later changed 
funds for Home Demonstration work, if ap-jj locks on Home Demonstration Headquarters to

preserve the "status quo" of furniture and files 
until General Assembly could decide the issue

_ - — •

proved by Winthrop, would be a violation of thej 
agreement between the two colleges.

July 18, 1945 President Poole of Clemson wrote to President| July 15i 1957 President Sims replies to Clemson attorneys 
Sims: I that his 1955 suggestion to that effect had re 
"You may rest assured that our Extension Serv-fl ceivtd no response from Clemson, but the At- 
Ice will continue to accept the hospitality ofJ torney-General in 1955 had written that the issue 
Winthrop College ... You and I will have to! was «a matter of policy" and "you may not ac-| 

______ leave the matter largely in the hands of ouiT
' Extension Director . . . even so sufficient meet-I 

ings will be held at Winthrop to let the people
know that we are working together in a har 
monious manner."

CLEMSON'S EFFORTS TO TRANSFER THE STATE HOME 
DEMONSTRATION STAFF TO ITS CAMPUS

1989 Winthrop** Home Economics building completed. 
One entire floor (10,500 sq. ft) designed in con 
ference with State Home Demonstration staff 
to accommodate this agency. All these years 
Winthrop has made no charge for rent, heat, 
lights, janitors, or other service. This space is 
not suitable for other college use.

Oct 29, 1955 Without prior consultation with Winthrop, as 
provided for in the Agreement, President Poole 
of Clemson advises Winthrop that all Home 
Demonstration Extension personnel would be 

erred to Clemsoa" not later than Janu-

complish much in seeking a legal opinion." Pres 
ident Sims reiterated Winthrop's intention to! 
request the General Assembly, with authority 
over both institutions, to decide the Issue.

CLEMSON VIOLATED ITS AGREEMENT AFTER 45 YEARS

From 1914 to 1957 (date of second effort) a 
period of 43 years   the Agreement between 
Clemson and Winthrop was observed by both in 
stitutions and the Department of Agriculture. 
During this period not a single home demonstra 
tion agent was appointed except upon the nomi 
nation of the President of Winthrop, nor was 
any bill for operation expenses paid or any proj 
ect adopted without the prior approval of the 
President of Winthrop.
Clemson made the agreement with Winthrop In 
1914 so Winthrop, fe*H"<? protected as to the 
borne demonstration service, would agree to its
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being named to receive the Federal funds.
In December 1955, after a, Jrj at repudiating
the Agreement, Clemson to/emnly and ofticiafly
reaffirmed it. * "     * - ' 1 n * *«... i
In 1957 it again violated its agreement, doing ao 
soon after the General Assembly adjourned, hop 
ing to present a fait accompli before the General 
Assembly convened again.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY RECOGNIZED WINTHROP'S PAR- 
TKBPATION IN HOME DEMONSTRATION EXTENSION

March 16, 1929 Act of General Assembly approved au 
thorizing one Home and one Farm Demonstra 
tion agent in each county in South Carolina  
referring to the "work being done by Clemson 
College and Winthrop College."

SECRETARY Of AGRICULTURE SAYS PROVISIONS IN 
STATE LAWS MUST BE ACCEPTED BY DEPARTMENT

Aug. 22, 1922 Secretary of Agriculture Henry C. Wallace, 
during the Harding administration, says: 
"for special provisions relating to the methods 
of cooperation with agricultural organizations 
or other agencies are contained in State laws, 
which do not conflict with the Federal laws, 
It is clearly the duty of the Secretary of Agri 
culture to accept such provisions in a cooper 
ative project"

I ADMINISTRATOR FERGUSON OF FEDERAL EXTENSION
SERVICE SAYS HEADQUARTERS FOR HOME

DEMONSTRATION IS STATE DECISION

| Nov. 2<J, 1955 At the time of Clemson's first effort to move 
the headquarters of the Home Demonstration 
Service from Winthrop, President Sims wrote C. 
M. Ferguson, Administrator of the Federal Ex 
tension Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture:

"I feel you will be interested in ... the 
recent effort on the part of Clemson College 
to remove the Home Demonstration headquarters 
from Winthrop College to Clemson . . .

"As far as I know there has not been any 
pressure from the Department of Agriculture to 
bring about such a change . . . Therefore. I 
suppose, you feel this is a matter to be de 
cided here in South Carolina."

Dec. 12, 1955 Mr. Ferguson replied:
"You are correct in stating that this is a matter 
to be resolved In South Carolina. . . . We are 
greatly interested in the efficient and effective 
extension service, but in maintaining that inter 
est do not have the prerogative of injecting our«| 
selves into purely State administrative matters.*

ATTITUDE OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE THE
SAME IN 1957 I

In 1957, after Clemson's second effort to remove 
the Home Demonstration headquarters from 
Winthrop, President Sims asked South Carolina 
congressmen to talk with the Department of 
Agriculture as to South Carolina's right to de 
cide where the headquarters should be located. 
Here are some replies on this point: 

July 16, 1957 Senator Olin Johnston to President Sims:
"I discussed this matter yesterday with the 

Department of Agrciulture. ... I gained the 
impression that Mr. Ferguson and his staff wiU 
leave the matter entirely with the two colleges 
and the General Assembly.

"The Department of Agriculture has let ft 
be known that it would seem reasonable to have 
all of the extension units under the same roof; 
however, the Department of Agriculture would 
not go against the wishes and decisions of any 
agreement worked out in South Carolina.

"Since this matter can and should be set 
tled on the State level, I trust you and Doctor

Poole will understand my position in asking the 
Federal Government to stay out of it entirely. 
I am sure that the matter can be settled in 
South Carolina."

Aug. 1, W57 Senator Johnston to President Sims:
'The Department of Agriculture has assured 

me that this is a matter for the State, and I feel 
sure that Agriculture officials will continue to 
express this attitude."

Aug. 2, 1957 Representative John L. McMillan, member of 
House Committee on Agriculture wrote Presi 
dent Sims:

"I had a lengthy conversation with Mr. Fer 
guson. ... He left me with the impression that 
the matter would be held in abeyance for a de 
cision by the South Carolina Legislature." 
(The above officials were not asked to state any 
attitude in regard to the controversy, and their 
replies are only quoted to show that the State; 
of South Carolina has the right to decide where 
the headquarters of the Home Demonstration 
Service shall be.)

WINTHROP ALUMNAE NEWS 
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|HD Agent
In Kershaw 
Leads South

CAMDEN, Oct. 15, (Special)   
| Margaret Fewell, Kershaw County 
I Home Demonstration Agent, has 
,becn chosen as the year'i mo»t
outstanding Home Demonstration 

[Agent in the Southern Region. 
j Special recognition and official
announcement will be made later.

MRS. R08AME RAYLE

Mrs. Rayle 
To Get HD

.EMSON, Oct. 1(5.   Mrs. 
Rosalie Rayle, Sumter, has be*n !

I accorded national recognition Ior| 
her outstanding sen-ice as a conn-

|ty home demonstration agent. She 
will receive a distinguished serv-| 
Ice certificate from the National 
Home Demonstration Agents' As 
sociation at the annual meeting | 
in Chicago. October 27-31.

Mrs. Rayle was recommended I 
for this signal honor by the sUte 
recognition committee of the South 
Carolina State Home Demonstra 
tion Agents' Association and by h-»r 
itate leaders. Selection for the I 
honor was baser! upon her co-.-

j tribution in helping to develop] 
good leadership among the peo 
ple with whom she worked and 
ior the fine way in which she has 
represented the Extension Serv 
ice.

Mrs. Rayle, the formrr Miss. I 
Rosalie Cliatt, is a native of 
Georgia. She recrived her training 
in home economics at Bessie Tift 
College. Forsythe. On., and in edu 
cation methods at the University 
of Georgia, Athens, Ga. Follow-j 
ing four years as a teacher in 
Georgia schools, she did pionerr 
work as a home demonstration 
agent first in Twiggs county and! 
later in Wilkes County, Georgia.

Before becoming connection with 
the South Carolina Extension Scrv- 1 
ice, she served ag teacher of home 
economics in the Eastover Hign 
School in Richland County, as a 
social worker for the Emergency 
Relief Administration in Richland 
County, and as home supervisor 
for the Farm Security Adminis-| 
* '- f ion in Sumter County.

Dr. Herbert, 
Retired SC ! 
Minister, 87

CHARLESTON, Oct. 15 M   Dr. 
Thomas Grigsby Herbert of Mount 
Pleasant, retired Methodist minis 
ter, died here tonight following a
lengthy illness.

Dr. Herbert, 87, served a number 
of churches in South Carolina dur 
ing his ministry. He was twice 
pastor of Bethel Church here and 
was pastor o( Trinity Church. He 
also served churches In Sumter, 
Florence. Greenville, Pelzer, Bam- 
berg, Georgetown, Columbia and 
Orangeburg. He was at one time 
presiding elder of the former Flor- 
ence-Kingstree (now Lake Cityt 
district.


