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^ligKway^e^lation Is Tops 
On >4&en</o Of S. C. Assembly

COLUMBIA   (AP)   Highway 
eral Assembly that opens here next

There are four principal item 
in prospect:

1. Legislation establishing the 
safe driving point system.

2. Authority for the acquirement 
ol rights for access roads paral 
lelling a contemplated system of 
through highways.

2, Status of the State Highway 
Patrol, a traffic-regulating agency.

4. An auto tille law.
The point system was declared 

unconstitut ional recently by Cir 
cuit Judge .T. Robert Martin, His 
ruling is being appealed and may 
be reviewed by the State Supreme 
Court next month.

In the meantime, Chief Highway 
Commissioner Claude R. MoMil- 
lan has indicated he will press for 
legislative enactment of the sys 
tem.

Martin held that the department 
established the system on a statute 
allowing the department to sus 
pend or revoke driver licenses for 
cause. He said this was too broad 
a delegation of legislative author 
ity.

A state-federal system of through 
highways for the nation is in the 
making. This system calls for ac 
cess roads paralleling such high 
ways to joining clover leafs that 
will provide entrances and exits 
lor the super roads.

The Highway Department feels 
it needs special legislation, in ad 
dition to the right-of-way condem 
nation laws now/ on the books, to 
obtain rights-of-way for such ac 
cess rads and clover leafs.

Rep. Matthew Poiiakoff of Spar- 
tanburg has promised a hill to 
remove the Highway Patrol from 
the department and make it a 
law enforcement agency under the 
State Law Enforcement (Gover 
nor's officers! Division,

There now is no provision in 
Many auto dealers .want such a 
law for titles to motor vehicles. 
law. and insurance companies fav 
or one. This proposal, not new, 
has met defeat in the past, but 
its renewal is in prospect.

legislation looms high on agendas for the new Gen- 
week.

$16 MILLION EV ROAD

By DEL BOOTH
COLUMBIA. S. C., Dec. 8 

South Carolina's constantly ' grow 
ing State Highway ' System has 
more than S16 million worth of 
major projects either building or 
on the way.

This does not include millions 
more Jn lesser projects and in the 
foreseeable future major projects 
such as big bridges and relocated 
through highways.

The outstanding major projects, 
5uch as the almost completed dual 
lane highway in the Savannah 
River Atomic Energy Commission 
development and the coming $3,- 
500,000 Ashley River Bridge at 
Charleston, aren't elbowing aside; 
lesser but needed work, however.

Chief Engineer S. N. Pearman 
notes that the department is keep 
ing a steady pace of widening nar 
row bridges, rebuilding or replac 
ing others, and of eliminating haz 
ardous curves.

This bridge rebuilding and re 
placement work is on the short 
spans, hundreds of which dot the 
state.

SHARP LOOKOUT
In addition, the department is 

keeping a sharp eye on developing 
traffic overloads, such as is show 
ing up at Orangeburg where U. S. 
Highway 301 goes through the heart 
of the city and on U. S. Highway 
15 in Sumter. |

These two situations, and others.i 
are presenting an increasing traf 
fic problem. The department will 
step in and take a hand in trying 
to solve them, with wider roads 
or by-passes, when the time comes.

The State Highway System, 23,- 
000 miles of it, has about 9,000
miles of paved primary roads, and 
about 5,000 miles of secondary or 
farm-to-market, paved roads. Nine 
thousand miles remain to be paved.

Most of this nine thousand miles 
Is of an unspectacular nature.

Their paving will take up the 
bulk of highway funds and iner- 
gies for many years. I 

BIG JOBS
But in the meantime, there are 

a flock of big projects that draw 
the limelight of public attention.

Among 112 million worth of such 
projects now under way. the big 
gest is the relocation of U. S. high 
way 29 between th« North Carolina 
line and Lyman in Spartanburg

There is a W million project onj 
which the paving should be com-! 
pleted by next fall. It runs for 43i 
niles from Grover, In North Caro- 
ina but right on the state line, and 
>y-passes Gaffney and Spartan- 

burg.
A 200-foot right of way has 

>een obtained for a four-lane, dual 
ilghway. Only two lanes   a sin 

gle road   is being done now, but 
when traffic increases enough to 
warrant it, a parallel road will be 
built, and each will then be one 
way.

This project has called for some 
sizeable bridges, too   over the 
Broad and Pacolet rivers, across 
Thicketty Creek and Buffalo Creek, 
and four at railroad rossings. 

MAJOR PROJECT
The contract has been let for 

dirt embankment approaches to   
major bridge project   that of a 1,- 
700-foot span across the Ashley 
River at Norttr Charleston. Com 
pletion of this $3.500,000 bridge, its 
approaches and an 800-foot over- 
railroad approach bridge depends 
entirely on the availability of now 
scarce steel.

Then there's a $2 million bridge 
across the Congaree River at Co 
lumbia, designed to relieve the 
present U. S. Highway 1 Gervais 
Street bridge of some of its traf 
fic congestion. The Gervais bridge 
row carries 38,000 cars a day.

The new bridge, about a mile 
below the Gervais street span, was 
due for completion a year ago, bu< 
only the substructure is finished 
because of the steel shortage. There 
is no roadbed. Steel for it now is in 
sight and this may be completed 
by next fall, A long over-railroads 
approach bridge is called for in 
the project

Two by-pass routes to cost about 
1250.000 each are in the making, to
be completed next summer. Ona l£ 
at Greenville, connecting U. S. 
Highways 25 and 29 southeast of the 
city   19 and 276 now are con 
nected, and this will continue the 
by-pass on from 276 to 25; and the 
other is at Winnsboro on U. S. 321 
between Columbia and Chester.

Among noteworthy recently-com 
pleted projects ace the new high^ 
way arrangements in the AEC area, 
where a dual-lane roadway has 
brought the Sttae Highway System 
its first cloverleaf inter sections.

DUAL LANE r L
South Carolina already has someF 

w«r-a nd-under highway interscc- \ 
ions, but the cloverleafs   at the! 
ntersections of highways 781 and 
J. S. 1 with the dual lane road from 
forth Augusta to the project area| 
 are the state's first.

Neither is a full cloverleaf that I 
s, neither makes traffic complete-! 
y interchangeable from any direc-l 
ion to any other. They actually are| 
three-quarter cloverleafs.

Also among the major recently- 
completed projects are the by-l 
passes at Chester on U. S. Highway! 
'3 A Charlotte-Atlanta route; and 
at Easley   a part dual road| 
highway out of Greenville.

In the field of projected work onl 
which no bids have yet been sought 
but which definitely is in the mill! 
to be done, with bids being sought 
early next year, are these $4,050,- 
000 worth of projects:

A widening of all six bridges onl 
U. S. Highway 17 leading from I 
South Carolina across the Savan- 
nah River into Savannah. The cost,]

estimated at $1,500,000, will be split] 
with Georgia. The bridges will be 
revamped, from their present very 
narrow widths, to two wide lanes,I

Then there's the coming $1,- 
500,000 reconstruction of the Yau-

nnah Ferry Bridge on U. S. 701 
over the Great Pee De* at the 
Georgetown-Horry county line. This 
now is a timber bridge, that will 
be replaced with a concrete and] 
steel structure.

Also in sight are two road-build-1 
ing projects: one of 13 miles from I 
Aiken into the AEC area, a four- 
lane road to cost about $750,000;! 
the other a (300.000 by-pass on U.I 
S. Highway 29 at Andersen it will 
be four lanes at torn* points, two] 
lanes at others.

Eventually, one other majorl 
bridge must ba built It will re 
place a wood and part-steel span 
en route 175 recently renumber 
ed 378 over the Pea-Dee north oil 
Kingstree between Marion 
Florence counties, on the Colum-| 
bla-Myrtle Beach route.


