
Gold twines and Mfnmg

The Quest for Gold
lit South Carolina

At leaet 102 gold mined 

have been operated in the 

state during the past century

By John D. JViWaon

IN THESK DAYS of atomic now- J 
eV and supprsnnic aircraft, 

gold mining has drnpped from 
prominence, few South Caro- | 
linians of today realise the im 
portance of the gold mining in 
dustry in this state a century ago. 
At least 102 gold mines have been 
operated within the state during 
the past century; several have 
continued to be operated almost 
up to the present.

Prior to the discovery of gold 
In the Far West, the Southeast 
was the leading center of gold 
production in the United States. ' 
Many of the experts who directed 
the new mines in the West had; 
worked in these Southeastern 
mines.

Just where or when the first 
gold was discovered in South 
Carolina, nobody seems to know. 1 
However, by 1828 (some reports 
say 1829), the Brewer mine, lo 
cated in Chesterfield county was 
in operation. Nearly every coun 
ty in the Piedmont section of the 
state has had at least one gold 
mine. The area* around Gaffney, 
Cowprns, Kings' Mountain, and 
the Fair Forest section of Spar- 
tanhurg county were among the 
lirst to be prospected. The olc 
Abbeville district, too, has hac 
its share of mining. A section 01 
what is now Greenwood county 
near Mt. Moriah Church is stil 
known as the. Gold Mine comma 
nity. ^ ______
Prominent among the early 

gold mine operators were the 
1-xx-kharts of the Gaffney area, 
and a certain Adolphus Nott, M. 
D., of Limestone Springs, A map 
drawn by Dr. Oscar Ueber about 
1860 shows the locations of the 
Lock hart and Nott holdings near 
Limestone Springs, as well as the 
Goudlock mine and Wclchcl's 
Gold deposit. Records show that 
gold htts also been mined in York 
county near Smyrna, on the other 
side ol the Broad river, and near 
Bethany. The Allison mine, a1>out

four miles west of Clover was 
xvorkcd about 190ft,* as were the 
Magnolia mines at Hickory Grove-/ 
A mine at flint Hill was opcrat- 1 
ed briefly about the same time.

The Brewer mine in Chester 
field county was among the first 
to be opened in the state, and 
was among th* last to close. 
Early records of this mine con 
flict, but it seems to have been 
opened in 1828 or early 1829. In 
1840, 51 persons were employed 
at the Brewer mine; by 1818 the 
number had risen to 200. It \*4s 
described in 1S96 as the largest 
fcold mine oust of the IlocUy 
Mountains; its daily yield was es 
timated at 1*00 tons of ore, \vhiuli 
produced JJ.OO in gold per ton. 
Owned by the Dcsoto Mining Com 
pany, it then employed about 100 
men. It continued in operation un 
til about 1933.

Perhaps the mines best known 
to South Carolinians an* the Dorn 
mine at McC'ormick and the Haile 
mine near Kershaw. The Dorn 
mine was opened in 1852, and 
produced an estimated $100.000 
during its first year of operation. 
Its total yield has been estimat 
ed at several million dollars, but 
more conservative estimates 
place the amount at about $900,- 
000.

The ore in the Dorn mine It 
located in lenticular veins below 
the surface of the ground. During 
it« early year* the mine was ope 
rated by slave labor. From time 
to time operations were suspend 
ed, and in 1882 it was described 
as a small operation so small 
that a United States survey, list 
ed it as the Dora mine. However. 
a list of United'Slates post of 
fices, published in 18(i2, shows 
]>(»rn'a Gold Mine post office in 
Abbeville District. County lines 
liuvc since been redrawn.

The New York mine is adja 
cent to the Uorn, and In reality 
Is an extension of it. These mines 
were reopened briefly in 1934 by 
the North American Gold Mines 
corporation.

The Landrum and Quattlrbaum 
mines, located In what Is now 
EdRpficld eounly, were opened in 
185ft. In these mines, the gold Is 
In quartz veins, along with r. low 
grade iron ore. The mines ar« 
oiftse to Sleepy creek, whose wa 
ter was utili/.ed In srparatine the 
ore from the waste slag. These 
mines were reopened briefly in 
1934 by the Southern Gold Mines 
corporation.

The area near Parson's Moun 
tain in Abbeville county has been 
horoughly prospected. In 1860, 
SBBC Kennedy operated a mine 

on Parson's Mountain and a num- 
«r of streams were worked lor

placer gold deposits. Long Cane 
creek was worked especially thor 
oughly. Nearer Greenwood, plac 
er gold was recovered from Hard 
Labor creek. About 1908, gold 
mines were In operation near 
Verdery and near Bradley,

In the area around Wallmlla 
Una 11 quantities of gold have been 
found along Cherokee creek, es 
pecially the middle and eastern 
branches, and new Rogue's lord.

Several mines were worked 
along the Tyger river and along 
the Pacelot near Spartanburg. 
None of these seem to have been 
very productive, although Car- 
son's Gold mine, on the Tyger, 
had yielded about ?60,000 by 1860. 
The Gold Mine school, near the 
Pacelot river In Spartanburg 
county probably owes its name 
to an abandoned irlne nearby.

Belk's Gold mine at Lancaster, 
was in operation about 1848, but

Iat*r reports do rot mention It. 
They do mention several finds to 
the east on Wildcat creek.

Many of the maps of the gold 
fields are vaguely drawn, and a 
comparison of maps by different 
surveyors often shows a differ 
ence of location. On two maps a 
decade apart, there Is a varia 
tion of about three miles in the 
location of GUkey's mountain at 
Uraytmiville. Some of the maps 
show the sites of abandoned towns 
such as Vienna, Ed in burg, and 
Lisbon along the Savannah river.

Mont of the productive mln"S 
fit the past, the hopes nf hearts! 
long still, exist today only In the 
century old'repftrt* of utata geolo- 
gtitn. The landmarks of their 
naps, *o familiar In their time, 
are often both gone, and forgot 
ten, and the wealth of the earth 
now draws Interests In the sto 
ries of what usfd to be.

The main tunnel of the Landrum Mine. Almost no shoring was us*d in thit mine, which 
eludes one main tunnel several hundred feet long and several short branches. A vertical 
was cut near the far end.

-v 4,

* *K

U>

ti


