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Dr. Taber Discovers Evidence 
Indicating MeuProbabl\LLi
w es" rL, * ^F& T*** T fr IndLin Last Inter slacicd A

ap To List S. C. Areas

Dr. Stephen T«bcr, professor 
esnetitus of geology and mineralo 
gy at the University of South Caro 
lina, has discovered evidence indi 
cating that man probaWy lived in 
South Carolina as long ago as la* 
last inters lac lal stage.

Doctor Taber is working on the 
geology of the South Carolina coast-

theal plain under a grant from 
Geological Society of America.

Doctor Taber said Prof. F. S 
Holmes of Charleston had found 
bones of man and of pleistocene 
mammals in the Charleston area 
but that in the wake of the Con 
federate war th« specimens were 

and Holmes' discoveries were 
discredited. Emil Schmidt, who ex 
amined them and the place where 
they were collected, termed them 
significant and incontestable, how 
ever. One was a man's lower |aw 
found buried in a soft marl and 
partly in a dark-colored clay. This 
marl, thought by Holmes to be eo 
cene, is part of a roiocene forma 
tion, and the clay which contained 
the fossil bones is Pamlico in age. 
Doctor Taber said.

At Edisto Beach state park, where 
beds of peaty clay occur, the front 
al bones of a human skull, now at 
the Charleston museum, together 
with the bones of pleistocene mam 
mals, were found on the beach af 
ter a storm.

"The frontal Is extremely fragile 
and is blackened and mineralized 
in the same way as the other 
bones," Doctor Taber said. "It is 
66 per cent heavier than an un- 
mineralized, prehistoric frontal, ot 
approximately the same sue. from 
Anacostia, D. C., lent me by the 
Smithsonlan Institution, and the 
density is 26 per cent higher. Dr. 
T. D. Stewart, curator of physical 
anthropolicy at the National mu 
seum, states that the Edisto frontal 
is probably that of a young adult 
female. He compared it with skulls 
from Vero and Melbourne, Fla,. 
which he has restored and describ- 
edU While there are minor differ 
ences, it could belong to the race 
represented by those skulls."

Doctor Taber has found the foa- 
sil bones and teeth of pleistocene 
land mammals at many places along 
the South Carolina coast and in 

extending a short distance 
tacfc from the roast. They also 
have been exposed along the inland 
waterway. The fossils include the 
remains of mammoth, mastodon.
horse, bison, riant § round 
deer and smaller animals.

sloth.

Fossil woods are found at many

localities in 
fossil bone*.

association with th* 
These woods haw

been identified by Martin ChudnofC 
and Dr. Robert W. Hess of the Yate
school of forestry- Doctor Taber 
explained that the trees, whkrh *r* 
similar to those found in the re 
gion today, were growing when the 
sea level end the temperature wer* 
approximately the same as at prev 
ent and when the sea level and 
probably temperature were slowly 
rising. These conditions prevailed
during the ^climatic optimum" that  accordance with an agreement be- 
occuned 6,000 to 4,000 years »l»Btween the survey and the Atomic

Of Radioactive Deposits
WASHINGTON, Jan. 23 UP)   The Geological Survey an- 

naunced today it is releasing tomorrow four new maps showing 
areas in South Carolina, Georgia and Florida in which aerial 
examinations have indicated possibility of radioactive deposits.

In the past it has been the sur 
vey's custom to make such maps 
available to newspaper reporters in 
advance so the areas in question 
could be described in their stories. 

But under a new procedure, in

and also during the interglaclal 
stages. The wood is much older Energy Commission * AEC >, the

areas in which deposits of uranium 
or thorium-bearing material may 
occur," the survey said.

Anamolies found in these sur 
veys are presumably associated 
with phosphatic material if inland, 
or may be caused by thorium-bear 
ing heavy mineral deposits where

than 6,000 years, and it would talw  "">?» arf not made Public , in ?"? they occur along the beach.

sediments, containing 
fossil shells.

nu 

a much longer period of time to 
deposit the overlying formation! 
and later partly remove them b7 
t-rosion, it was explained.

Along the inland waterway near] 
Myrtle Bearh, the fossil teeth and 
bones of land animals together! 
with the stumps of trees in plac* 
are found buried under 25 feet «C| 
marine 
merous
while Doctor Taber was collecting) 
wood from this locality for age d< 
termination through radiocarbo*! 
analysis, Frank C. Howard, super 
intendent of the Myrtle Beach s tat* 
park, who was assisting him, dis-l 
covered the fossil vertebrae of al 
large whale in the shell formation I 
which surrounds and buries th»| 
stumps.

Doctor Taber believes that th»| 
trees were killed and buried as th*j 
result of a rise in sea level caused | 
by the melting of polar tee during' 
an interglacial stage. Later th* 
climate turned colder and the seal 
withdrew because of the accumulft-l 
tlon of Ice forming the great con-j! 
tinental glaciers. This permitted!] 
the erosion of valleys out beyond 
the present shore line.

In recent tlma the sea has 
rising again and, as it cuts into th*j 
land, it washes out the fossils of I 
animals that lived in South Caro-l 
Una during the Sangamon or la*t| 
interglacial stage.

"In view of facts now known," 
Doctor Taber said, "it is probable! 
that man lived in South CaraJhMl 
during the Sangamon lntergtadal| 
stage, and perhaps earlier.**

Doctor Taber says that he would! 
appreciate receiving informs tion 
about fossil material found inSouthl 
Carolina, as it would help in ua-[ 
raveling the geological history of) 
the state. It should be sent to him! 
at 'be University of South .CanH 
Una.

way until they go on general sale  
in this case tomorrow.
^-SPECULATIONS BAN
This, survey officials said, is 

being done to prevent possible land 
speculation in the areas mapped.

Though the maps deal with south 
eastern states, the announcement 
said they will be sold by the survey 
here and over the counter   but 
not by mail   at its offices in 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Den 
ver, Salt Lake City and Anchorage, 
Alaska. -^

For several years now the sur 
vey from time to time has made 
public such maps showing radio 
active anomalies (indicating heavy 
materials below the surface) de 
tected by its airborne surveys un 
dertaken for the AEC.

The four being released tomor 
row are described in the announce 
ment as showing results of radio 
activity in:

AREAS LISTED
The Folkston area of Charlton. 

County, Georgia, and Nassau 
County. Fla.; the Fort Myers area 
of Charlotte and Lee counties, 
Florida: the Gardner area of De- 
Soto, Hardee, Manatee and Sara- 
sota counties, Florida and the Edis- 
to Island area of Berkeley, Colle- 
ton and Dorchester counties, South 
Carolina.

Planes equipped with scintillation 
detection equipment fly regularly 
spaced traverses at an elevation! 
of about 500 feet above the ground 
to make the studies.

"The anrfrnalies detected in these! 
surveys represent areas of more 
than average radioactivity as ob- 
served from the air, and suggest

"Investigations of some of the 
anomalous areas in the Edisto 
Island area indicate some anoma 
lies have been caused by phospha 
tic material remaining from min 
ing operations or from the use of 
phosphatic material in highway 
construction," the survey said.


