
o r

Bitter Survivors Denounce General Horatio Rates
CHARLOTTE, N. C., Aug. 17  

Charlotte is a disorderly, disheart 
ened and frightened piece today.

Since late last night fugitives 
from the beaten American Army 
Aave been straggling in from the 
South.

General Horatio Gates and Rich 
ard Caswell were the first to ar 
rive. Except to say, "I know how 
to pit a cock but I don't know how 
to make him fight," General Gates 
refused to comment on yesterday's 
fcattle at Camden, S. C.

General Caswell remained in 
I'Charlotte to collect what remains 

>f the army of the Southern De 
partment General Gates, after a 
brief rest, rode north towards 
HUlsboro, where he plan to rebuild 
his scattered force. The 53-yegr- 
oM, British-trained officer said 
that North Carolina will be de 
fended in the event of an invasion.

Thus far only a trickle of 
mounted men has gotten through.

These mud-caked, bramble- 
[lipped men are bitter. They curse 

meral Gates for his flight from

is said to have begun this march
with little more 
food supplies.

than one day's

GRAVE CONCERN IS 
EXPRESSED BY WASHINGTON

MORRISTOWN, N. J., Aug. 17 
 "We are tottering on the edge 
of a precipice."

That was General George Wash 
ington's first reaction to the re 
ports on the battle of Camden. He 
later said that the conduct of Gen 
eral Horatio Gates at Camden 
would be thoroughly investigated. 
General Washington intimated 
that General Gates probably will 
be replaced as commander of the 
Southern Department.

Sources close to General Wash 
ington say that it will be necessary 
to send additional troops south. 
They frankly admit that the 
Northern army has no troops it 
can spare.

In sending 2,000 Maryland and 
Delaware regulars to the Carolinas

the field. They say he made the ' earlier this year General Wash- 

trip quickly because he rode a J ~ " ~~
"T ,   * f 1.4. S famous horse, "son of Fearnaught ?
out of Careless." When they tell
that story they do not smile. 
"Lat the Dead Bury the Dead"
One of Colonel William R. 

,JDavie's troopers reported that his 
tforce intercepted General Gatesf 
on his flight up the Charlotte road. 
iHe says that Colonel Davie asked
the General's permission to ad 
vance on Camden to help the
wounded and to bury the dead. 

General Gates, this trooper said,
replied, "Let the dead bury the
dead," and then continued hig ride
to Charlotte.

Th« men who have reached here
since the battle was fought say
that General Gates moved again 
st Camden without an adequate
cavalry screen. On the way, they
added, Gates further stripped the
army of horsemen by sending the
partisans of Francis Marion and
Thomas Sumter on detached duty.

The returning soldiers also re-
,port that General Gates over-ruled
his top officers in selecting- the 
line of march on Camden. Gen 
eral de Kalb and others favored 
the longer route through Charlotte 
since it passed across settled,
friendly and productive country. 
Gates, however, favored, the 
shorter route across the Tory-in 
fested sandhill barrens. The army

stripped his army of almost 
26 per cent of its effectvie streng 
th. Now that the British in New 
York under Sir Henry Clinton are 
showing signs of increased activi 
ty, any further weakening of the 
Northern army is openly describ 
ed as "dangerous."

The British have not been able 
to finish their war in the North.

In 1776 it appeared that they 
would soon do so. They drove the 
Continental Army off Long Island, 
out of New York and across the 
Jerseys.

In 1777 the British seized Phila 
delphia and defeated the Conti 
nentals at Brandywine, White 
Horse Tavern and Germantown.

But in 1777 the tide began to 
turn. "Gentleman Johnny" Bur- 
goyne's entire army was captured 
by General Horatio Gates at 
Saratoga.

During the bitter, black Winter 
of 1777-1778 General Washington 
held his slender force intact at 
Valley Forge.

Only the Beginning
When the roads dried and the 

armies again moved the British: 
discovered that their war scarcely 
had begun. The English armies' 
abandoned Philadelphia shortly 
after the announcement that the [ 
French were entering? the war mi

the side of the American states. 
General Washington followed the 
British as they fell back toward 
New York and defeated them at 
the Battle of Mon mouth.

That was the point when the 
British Foreign Office shifted the 
war to the Southern States.

The English successes in the 
South have been so decisive that 
Sir Henry Clinton, now in New 
York, is preparing; to reopen the 
Northern campaigns. General 
Washington is not in a position 
where he can meet that threat and 
also dispatch large numbers of 
troops to the Carolinas.

The speculation is that Colonel 
Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee 5? 
and his green jacketed Legion will {< 
be sent to the Carolinas to check 
the depredations of Sir Banastre 
Tarleton's British Legion.

Here at Washington's head 
quarters it is rather widely as 
sumed that the Continental Con 

gress will name General Nathanial 
Greene the next commander of the 
Southern Department. If that 
proves to be the case, General 
Greene will be the fifth officer to 
hold that ill-fated post.
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