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Eduto Garden* at Orangeburg, re 

garded as one of the most attractive 

in the state, are now in bloom and 
are expected to reach their peak to 

day.
The azaleas, in   riot of color, have 

been blooming for several days, but 
will be at their height within the next 
several days.

Other early spring flowering plants 
are also bedecked in their spring 
finery of brilliant and varied hues 
and from now on through the summer

will be followed in succession by oth 
er of the plants which form a part of 
this beauty spot of nature.

The tall trees festooned with gray 
moss, the wistaria vines, climbing to 
the tallest branches and lending color 
with their brilliantly hued pendants, 
the borders of variegated azaleas, the 
breath of spring, the spireas and a 
little later the cherry blossoms, pre 
sent a picture which has brought 
forth many expressions of praise from 
the thousands of visitors who have 
visited these gardens. The entire area

is carpeted with a luxuriant lawn of 
soft grass, and the picture of the en-, 
tire scene is mirrored in the clear 
smooth waters of the historic Edisto 
river which flows along one side of 
the garden.

Edisto Gardens came Into being 
some 12 or 15 years ago when the city 
council conceived the idea of con 
verting what was then the area de 
voted to receiving the refuse and de 
bris from the city into a wonderland 
of beauty.

The entire area, which Is now cov 
ered by the garden, was a swamn 
filled with a tangle of undergrowth.

The city set fiside some seven or 
eight acres of this area to b« used as i

a garden which would be made as 
attractive as any to be found in the' 
Southeast. Nut so large, perhaps as 1 
some of the gardens in this area^ yet I 
it compares favorably with the more 
famous beauty spots of this charac 
ter.

The gardens extend from West Rus 
sell street along the banks of the 
Edisto river to the Edisto Bathing 
beach.

The driveways which pass through 
the garden and along the river bank 
are bordered with various flowering 
plants which bloom at different sea 
sons of the year, and while the gar 
dens at this time of the year are at 
their best from the standpoint of

beauty, they present a most pleasing 
picture throughout the entire 12 
months.

This program of developing the 
Edisto Gardens has continued year by 
year and today thev are under the 
supervision of a graduate horticul 
turist, who is not only devoting his 
time and attention to this garden area, 
but to a long time program of beau- 
lification for the city, which means 
the development of other park and 
garden areas and the beautifying of 
the streets of the city as well.

Each year since the gardens were 
first fullv developed, they have at 
tracted thousands of visitors. Already 
many have been in the city and dur 

ing the next week or ten days. an>i
especially next Sunday it is expected 
that many more w : ll come here for 
the sole purpose of seeing the beauty 
of this spot. i

Arrangements have been made to 
direct the visitors and accord them 
every courtesy while they are in the 
city. The Boy Scouts will be on duty 
and the visitors will be asked to reg 
ister.

These visitors come not only from 
points in this state, but they come 
here from other states, some of which 
are far distant from this city.

The gardens are municipally owned 
and maintained, and there is no ad- 
mission fee charged to visit them.

SUNDAY

Edisto Gardens to Be 
Dedicated as Memorial

ORANGEBURG  Orangtburg's 
beautiful Edisto Gardens be 
come Edisto Memorial Gardens 
Sunday when the county and city
of Orangeburg dedicate a foun 
tain-inscribed memorial to their 
war dead at 9 a.m.

The dedication ccrprnonirs hon- 
'-«  the. \*HT drad from thp Korean 
conflict in 1350-1353 and World
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famous Marine band from 
Parris Island will hr nn hand for 
the dedication, Colonel Frank 
Gabrcski, America's highest-scor 
ing air ace, will speak briefly in 
memory of those who paid the 
supreme price for their country. 

Orangeburg established a joint 
County-City Memorial Commis 
sion two years ago, by action of 
the Orangeburg City Council and 
resolution of ihn Oi;m

County delegation. Mayor Clyde 1 
Fair will speak briefly for the 
city and Senator Marshall B. \Vil- 
liams will speak briefly for the 
county delegation at teh dedica 
tion.

Trip Joint Commission has com 
pleted erection of a fountain me 
morial at the entrance of Orange- 
burg's Edisto Gardens. The foun 
tain has eight sides end on these 
sides are carved in marble thr 
names of every known service 
man who gave his life during hos 
tilities in the two wars.

The fountain is lighted at night 
and constitutes an impressive en 

trance to the garden. There are 
approximately 150 names already 
inscribed on the monument and 
others may be added.

Colonel Gabreski, who will fly 
from Myrtle Beach Air Force base 
Siimhy morning for the crrrmo

nies of dedication, shot down 31 
German aircraft in Kurope in 
World War II and then answered 
the call in the Korean War and 
shot down six enemy jets in fast 
aerial fighting near the Yalu 
River. In World War II he flew 
with the famous 55th Group, later 
leading it, and it was one of the 
two highest -scoring fighter groups 
in Europe in World War II.

Other members of the Joint 
Commission are Alec Brown, Rep 
resentative Hall Yarborough, Jr., 1 
ex-Representative Jerry Hughes, [. 
Jr., Mason Livingston and Jim! 
Owens, Jr. i,

The widow of Mike Mewhornr,!. 
recently killed in a private airt 
crash in Florida, which took thel 
lives of four Orangeburg men[ 
and an active member of the com-' 
mission, will attend the dedi 
cation

The Parris Island band will tra 
vel by bus to Orangeburg Sunday 
morning and will furnish special 
military music at Edisto Gardens 
from 8:30 until 9 a.m.

The dedication takes place at 
9 a.m. and will be finished by 
9:40, so that those attending will 
have time to attend Sunday School 
and church also.


