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Brookgreen 

Gets Museum

On Waccainaw Neck, between 
Georgetown and Myrtle Beach, lies 
Brookgreen plantation, one of the 
beauty spots of the Carolina coast

BrookRreen is one of the old rice 
plantations of the Waccamaw Neck, 
and was owned and developed by 
William Allston, an officer of the 
Revolution. Here was born. November 
5. 1779, Washington Allston. who was 
to become one of America's cele 
brated artists.

President Washington, on his tour 
through South Carolina in 1791. spent 
a night at Brookgreen, At this time 
it was the home of Dr. Henry Col- 
lins Flaw?, who had married the
widow of Captain Allston. Doctor 
Flagg was the surgeon of the First 
South Carolina regiment. Continental 
establishment, throughout the Revo 
lution.

Brookgreen was bought In 1929 by 
A. M. Huntington, a cultured and 
wealthy Northern gentleman. He and 
Mrs. Huntington began Immediately 
to restore and develop the plantation, 
Mrs. Huntington U a sculptrees of 
note, and for this reason she and Mr. 
Huntington planned a combination 
of formal statuary garden and wild 
flower sanctuary.

i Although not yet complete. It tU
j a thing of beauty, and unique among
| South Carolina gardens. The garden
proper is inclosed by a brick wall,
Kraywashed and in keeping with the
dignity and age of the whole. Inside.
along the foot of this wall, in another
and lower wall, the two walls in*
closing earth in which are growing

many species of native wild flowers. 
F. G. Tarbox, an able botanist Mr. 
Huntington's manager, is in charge 
of this work. About each flower a 
metal plate fastened to the wall bears 
the botanical name of the flower.

Around this wall, too. at intervals 
are placed many beautiful pieces of 
statuary, most of them by contem 
porary artists. At other points within 
the garden also are other statues, 
some of them the work of Mrs. Hunt 
ington herself. Notable among these 
is "The Young Diana," shown in the 
accompanying photograph. Elsewhere 
in the garden are the well known 
"Jaguars," also the work of Mrs. 
Huntington.

This garden Is now open to the 
public, having been placed in trust 
for the people of the state. The plan 
tation has been made a wild life 
sanctuary, protected by the law* of 
South Carolina.

Accreditation
GEORGETOWN   Brook- 

preen Gardens in Georgetown 
County has received accredita 
tion from the American Asso 
ciation of Museums.

Brookgreen was among 38 
museums recognized recently 
for accreditation, making a to 
tal of 167 museums which have 
been accredited in the United 
States and Canada.

Brookgreen Gardens is on 
Highway 17 between Myrtle 
Beach and Georgetown. The 
gardens were founded in 1980 
by Mr. and Mrs. Archer M. 
Huntington and contain more 
than 350 works of American 
sculpture in a formal garden 
setting.

FHE STATE   
December 18,1972

To the Editor of The State:
Occasional references to Brook 

Green as the home of the beautiful, 
but ill fated Theodosia Burr and her 
husband, Joseph Alston, appear from 
time to time in stories of the Caro 
lina Low Country. The last of these 
to be noted by the writer, is an 
; iticle copied from the Charlotte Ob 
server and appearing in the Myrtle 
Beach News of September 2 by Clara 
c'Hilda Puckette; in which appears 
i he following reference: "All who
know the history, of the Low Coun 
try, of Carolina, know that Brook- 
j-T-Ven (once a rich and productive 
i lantation, home of Governor Joseph 
Alston and the beautiful but ill 
starred Theodosia Burr) is steeped in 
romance and tradition."

Permit me to correct what may be 
termed not only a pardonable, but   
natural error on the part of these 
writers. There is no evidence that 
< ther Joseph Alston or Theodosia 
Hurr ever owned or lived at Brook 
(irccn. The error in reference is no 
doubt brought about by the fact that 
Joseph Allstons Father. William Al 
ston 11738-1781) had a Cousin William 
Allston (1756-1839) living at the same 
time in the same part of the Low 
Country. To further complicate mat- 
tors, both Williams were captains in 
Marions men. The first William Al 
ston, known as William, Jr., did live 
at Brook Green having settled on 
Waccamaw Neck with his father in 
1750. The second William Alston 
lived at Clifton and his family drop 
ped one L from their name, no doubt 
to avoid a similar confusion as that 
which now assails present day 
writers.

In order to explain why Joseph 
Alston and Theodosia Bu rr never 
lived at Brook Green, it is only neces-
ary to make a brief chronological 

i umparison; Theodosia Burr (the 
Maid of Richmond Hill > as history 
records, wes born in A'bany. N. Y.. 
.I'ine 21, 1783. She mot Joseph Alston 
-Alien she was 16 and married him 
when she was 18, coming to South 
('arolina for the first time in 1801 
where shortly thereafter she took up 
her residence at The Oaks (the real 
Alston home). Meanwhile, the sec 
ond Williams Allston died suddenly 
after the Battle of Cowpens in 1781, 
and his wife Rachel Moore Allston 
married Dr. Henry Collins Flagg, 
surgeon general in the army of Gen 
eral Green, 1784. Brook Green is not 
specifically mentioned by name in 
the will of William Allaton, but it 
was no doubt left to his ion, Wash 
ington Allston, whom it seems, cashed 

: n on his patrimony on graduation 
f.-orn Yale in 1800 tp pursue his
tudies abroad. It is definately 

known however that the estate came 
into the possession of Ward Toshua 
shortly alter the death of William 
Atlston and that his son. Col. J J. 
Ward later known as "The Planter 
of Brook Green" was born there in 
1800 and died there in 1833. leaving 
the estate to his eldest son. Capt. 
Josh Ward, who was born there in 
1827 and died there in 1867, who in 
turn, true to the family tradition, 
left the estate for the third con 
secutive time to the eldest son. 
Samuel Mortimer Ward, who was 
; ^orn in the Brook Green house in 
;sr>8.

Now. It can be readily seen that 
Brook Green wt« owned and occupied 
by the Ward family continuously for 
a period of time beginning when 
Theodosia Burr was a mere child 
living with her parents in New York 
state and ending more than half a 
century later when all three mem 
bers of the Alston family had long 
since been deed. For this reason 
alone it it hardly possible that 

Alston or Theodoeta Burr ever

This charming olcT estate scarcely 
needs the added memories of 'In 
beautiful and romantic Theodosia iu 
enchant its historic grounds, for its 
ancient boxwood hedges and moss "j 
draped oaks remain to remind one j 
of a glorious past. The original es- -,, 
late was built up with surrounding 
plantations acquired from tirr.e to 
time by Col. J. J. Ward until it 
stood possessed of n thousand slaves 

i and over 4,000 acres of fertile rice' 
i lands and was said to be worth 

half a million dollars. It was here 
between the years 1838 and 1843 that 1 
the famous Carolina "Big Grain Rice". 
was originated and perfected. It wasi 
here that the famous painter. Wash-' 
ington Allston (the American Titian)' 
was born in 1779. Here also General. 
Washington was entertained on his. 
American tour. Here also were car 
ried en constantly experiments in; 
agriculture and especially the cul 
ture of rice-, including improvements 
in the methods of fertilization with 
straw and flour making available to 
the industry, a v.Tst stcro of knowl 
edge in the form Q: pamphlets and 
books on the subject.

Nor does Theodosiu Burr need the 
background of Brook Green to com 
plete her life picture of romance and 
glamour, for her short life was pack 
ed with love, pathos and mystery. 
The daughter of Aaron Burr, (lieut 
enant colonel of the American army, 
attorney general of New York, sena 
tor and finally vice president of the 
United States) she barely missed 
being the first lady of the land at 
the age nf 17, when her father missed 

! the presidency by one vote. At the
age of 11

r»cy 
she was left motherless

and at 14 was mistress of a stau, 
,, man mansion. Admired in two stat 
', for her brilliance and charm, she w.- 

1 hostess to such notables as Jem -
Bonacarle and Alex Hamilton. S'
fell in love with the gallant a- 

l wealthy planter of Waccamaw at the 
. age of 16 and became mistress of his 
  estate at 18, and shortly thereafter j 
^ became the first lady of the state.  

when her husband, Joseph Alston, be-!

i came the war time governor of 
^ South Carolina.

All was not a bed of roses for 
Theodosia, however for. even then, 
fate was weaving tight about her a 
cruel web and her heart was soon 
to be torn with love and longing for 
the father who suddenly in 1804 be- 
came known for all time as the slayer [ 
of Alexander Hamilton. As if to 
completely crush her aching hea rt 
he was indicted for treason in 1807, 
but her cup of sorrow was not yet 
filled. However for in 1812 her little 
Joseph passed away. Her father 
meanwhile was returning from hi c 
 elf imposed exile in Europe. Thr 
dosia, broken in health and spin;, 
her heart an aching void, scorned for ' 
her intense devotion and loyalty to 
her disgraced father embarked on the \ 
Schooner Patriot for New York to, 

'meet him, disappearing into myth and , 
, legend. Her end, a mystery which 
writers for 125 years have failed i<> 
solve. A. R, WARD


