
Rich in History

CHERAW
... Looks to Future

By FRANKLIN E. VEHORK 
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SMA1Z, southern town, 
embedded in the sandhills 

of South Carolina, is currently 
becoming entangled m one of 
life's unavoidable struggle*.

The fight between preservation 
and progress; between the past 
nnd the future; and between the 
old standards and the new ideas.

Cheraw, rich in history, is 
proud of its heritage. And to 
people lor many decade* have 
strived to maintain the town's 
historic houses, landmarks and 
it* beauty.

Cheraw for years refused to 
lure new businesses into this area 
because the town's residents were 
afraid that new manufacturing 
firms would mean tearing down, 
remodeling, and enlarging their 
famous .-streets, houses and 
churches.

Forfeiting Future
They were content to "leave 

things as they are" and forget 
about the future as they found 
pleasure in the beautiful sur 
roundings of history.

But now, the people, the Cham 
ber of Commerce and the town 
council are beginning to tear 
themselves away from the past 
and step forwanJ with an eye to 
the future. They are preparing 
themeslves, and their town, to 
progress with thr entire Palmetto 
state in molding a more indus 
trialized South.

Cheraw was a trading poet with 
the Indians and a village as early 
as 1750. It received the name 
of Cheraw from the tribe of In 
dians that dwelled in this section, 
"The Cheraws," who were a pert 
Of the Cbrrokor Nation.

Cheraw was laid out   even 
though a mall village   m ]?68

with the hopes 01 pronp*Tinp even 
tually into a big city. Its streets 
were 100 feet wide.

Trading Center
It grew and prospered mainly r;

because of its location at (he 
bead of navigation on the Great 
Pee Dee River and quickly be- '-, 
came the loading trading center 
lor the surrounding territory, e*- ,- 
tending as far as Charlotte, N. C , 

Many of the town's "old ttm- , 
ers" still tell stories that were ',

    ( 
harKk>d down to them about the  
wagons bringing cotton ami na- >
val stores to sell to the merchants jjj
and exporters here. Some of them £
came -'is far as 200 miles and it £

h
took four WL-eks to complete the

trip. ;
Perhaps the most famous and j

51 
most historical landmark in Che- *

raw is the old St. David's Church, \I. 
which is of Kpiscopal denonuna-
tion. Resting in the shadow of the 

spire of this old church are many 
famous men.

One of those nit-n is M««es Rog 
ers, the illustrious sea captain 
who was trn.1 first man to pilot a 
steamboat across th* Atlantic 
Ocean His ship, "The Savannah," 
has been pain tod by many noted 
artists.

H os ft rial
During the. revolution against 

England, Lord Cornwall is used 
this church as a hospital for his 
troop* Still present on the floor 
of the church are blood stains 
from wounded soldiers.

The St. David's Church is one 
of the oldest in rhe South, being 
tmilf in ]7W [t j_s m j M ,| (,.(.( f^

is .still us* H! mi special 
occasions. The town uses it for 
the regular sunrise service every 
Easter.

The famous Lafayette House is 
another historical site in Cheraw. 
The famous Frenchman. Lafay 
ette, was entertained in this 
house on his second visit to Am 
erica in 1824. From the balcony 
of the house Lafayette made a 
speech to the town's people.

The home is owned by the Man 
ning Malloys of Cheraw and it is 
in perfect condition. It Is located 
on Third Street in Cheraw.

Guest Home
The Merchants Bank ol South j 

Carolina was built in 1835 and is , 
still in its original structure in 
Cheraw. It was (he largest bank 
in the state a. id the last one in 
the South to honor Confederate 
money. At present, it has been 
converted into an attractive guest 
home.

The Town I!all of Choraw wan 
constructed in 1858 and is on the 
southwest comer of the main in 
tersection in Cheraw. For many 
years it has bc?n the home of 
one of the oldest Masonic Lodges 
in America, A. F. M. No. 15.

The Old Cheraw Lyceum, built 
in 1910. is located on U. S. High 
way No. 1 near the town hall on 
the "Scotchman's Route." Dur 

ing the early 1800's nwny famiMis 
actors performed there.

These are only a i«-w of the 
many historical landmarks that 
have drawn tourists 10 this small 
southern town. The well kept 
yards and the beauty of ihe old 
colonial homes in Cheraw has 
earned the town a reputation as 
one of the- prettiest towns in Dixie.

Cl\ arm in g Toirn
One New England traveler 

wrote the newspaper, "You folks 
should put a fence around your 
town and charge people to puss 
through It It w;is a mam high 
light of our entire trip."

But what will happen fo HIP- 
raw as it progresses into the fu 
ture? Will it still be able to pro- 
serve ita old traditions and build 
ings as new factories move into 
the area?

Some of the 3,000 residents say 
it will. Others think not. At any 
rate, Mayor Russell Bonnet t and 
the Chamber of Commerce are 
making an all out effort lo attract 
new industries.

Some of the town council's talk 
ing points mainly runrrrn lh«? 
abundant labor supply and I"W 
taxes.

Wo Strike*
Also, the fact that there has 

never been a strike in the history 
of Cheraw lets manufacturing

know th.it both 
ero and employes work and Iiv«- 
together for their common inter 
est.

There are 5,000.000 p»v>pU> in n 
radius of 150 miles of Cheraw. 
There is a tax exemption for a 
period of five years to desirable 
and responsible firms wishing to 
establish factories in Ghentw.

And already the town is be 
ginning to receive dividends on its 
investments.

Delta Finishing Company, a di- 
vfedon of J. P. Stevens Textiles, 
has put a three-and-a-half million 
dollar addition lo their plant near 
Cheraw.

Netv Plant
Burlington Mills are construct 

ing a new plant in Cheniw which 
will employ nearly 1,000 workers.

These additions, as well as those 
to follow, means Cheraw will have 
to grow. Theie will be now people, 
new stores, new wnys and now 
churches.

And although the citizens of 
Cheraw realize the town must pro 
gress to cope with a modern 
world's demands, they especial 
ly the older ones   hope it will 
still bo able to koep its friendly 
attitude, famous landmarks, pret 
ty homes and streets.

Gnwe marker in St. David's Churchyard for Capt. 
Robert, wko wo* the first man to pilot « 

ytfamboat oww tb* Atlantic.

Thf> Old Chera-w Lyceum, built I'M 1810.
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