
GARDEN CLUB MEMORIAL DAY SCENE: E. Ellison Walker, commander of Richland Le 
gion Post 6 will make the address at Memorial Day exercises at 3 o'clock this afternoon at 
the Memorial Garden of the Garden Club of South Carolina located at the southwest corner 
of Lincoln and Calhoun Streets, a block from the governor's house. This service is sponsored 
by the Garden Club Council of Greater Columbia and is open to the public.
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South Carolinian Heads 
National Garden Clubs

By MRS. KART, A. BICKKL
Mrs. Bradley Morrah was elect rd 

Isa the fourteenth President of the 
[National Council of State Garden 
Clubs at the twenty-sixth annual 
tneeting in Chicago, May 27, 1955. 

[To the world, and to the country 
: north of the Mason and Dixon Line, 
i «he is known as Mrs. Bradley Mor- 
Irah. but south of Washington and 
(east of New Mexico she is affec- 
|tionately knows as "Hessie" among 

wide membership of garden club 
| groups.

There has been a rare day In 
I her life, during the past quarter 
| of a century, when she has not been 
faced with thr> necessity of holding 
a meeting, inspiring a cause, or 

upon to make a speech. A 
glance at the extensive list of her 
clubs and associations reveals her 
basic character, and shows her to 
be a woman of wide enthusiasm 

|«nd quick responses. She has been 
a board member of 18 stale and 

; national organizations, but she has 
always been basically and pre- 

idominantly Interested in gardens 
and in garden clubs.

A native South Carolinian, she 
was born in Lancaster, S. C., 
where nor parents, Cora Turner 
and Waddy C. Thomson, resided 
for many years. Following her 
local education, she attended Con 
verse College at Spartanburg, S.C., 
graduating in 1909 with a B. S. 

Teacher's Certificate

In Art, She married Patrick Brad 
ley Morrah of Mt. Carmel, S. C., 
in 1911, and lived in Mt. Carmel 
during the first ten years of her 
married life where she taught Art 
and Music and her students gave 
recitals and put on art exhibits 
tach spring for ten years.

Her interest in gardening began 
in 1918 when she organized a club 
for young people and inspire'' this 
group to create and plant a tri 
angular' park in the litlle town of 
Mt. Carmel. In 1920, she became 
the first president of the State 
Council of Farm Women, the first 
such organization in the South. As 
she was assuming the presidency, 
a woman reporter from St. Paul. 
Minnesota, who was present, asked 
her to tell her something about 
hfr past club experiences, to which 
Mrs. Morrah replied, "Well. I'm 
just beginning. Come back in 25 
years and I may have something 
for you to write about." Her reply 
proved prophetic as her experi 
ences expanded. In 1920, she be 
came a member of the de la Howe 
Industrial School Board, an office 
the still retains.

In 1921, the family moved to 
Greenville, S. C, and Mrs. Morrah 
became the first president of the 
Greenville Parent and Teacher As- 
tociation, and the vice president of 
the First Woman's Legislative 
Council in South Carolina. In 1926, 
she became a member of the Girl

it Be followinj

year shr l>rc:u:u> a membrr of flir 
board of the Y.W.C.A.  

Gardening ceased to be a mere 
hobby with her, and she joined the 
Overbrook Garden Club, of Green 
ville, being elected as its president 
in 1928 and serving as president 
lor 18 years (1328-1946). In 1928,
*he instigated "Caravan", the first 
Garden Tour in her state. Under 
her guidance as the Greenville 
chairman of the National Better 
Homes of America, and in com 
petition with 6,500 American eitics, 
Greenville won the first national 
prize of $500 in 1929-in.'>,n. and won 
the second national prize of $250 
the following year.

Mrs. Morrah was elected pres 
ident of the Garden Club of South 
Carolina in 1946-19-18. Following her 
presidency, she served on the state 
board in 1948-1950 as chairman of 
awards, roadside chairman and 
program chairman.

She has served on the executive 
board-of the National Council as
 tate president, 1946-1948. ** reg 

ional director, 1949-1951, as third 
vice president, 1951-1953, and as 
first vice president, 11)53-1955. She 
was chairman of the horticultural 
program at the semi-annual meet 
ing in Arizona and was the con 
vention chairman of the annual 
meetings held in Biloxi and in San 
Francisco.

During the past two yean she 
has been chairman of Inter-Club 
Relations.

She has been a member of the 
following national committees: 
Visiting gardens, resolutions, life 
membrrship, conventions, inter- 
club relations, policy and creden 
tials; and has been a life member 
of the National Council since 1938
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accredited judgeand a national 

since 1949. One of her contributions 
has been the Presidents' Pin which 
she designed and which is worn 
only by the past presidents of the 
National Council. A larger replica 
of this distinguished pin is worn 
by the president in office, during 
her administration.

Over the past ten years, Mrs. 
Morrah has made talks before 
garden club groups in over 16 
states, and has presented an aver 
age of over 50 talks annually be 
fore literary clubs, garden clubs, 
grammar schools, junior and high 
schools, patriotic groups, Y.W.C.A. 
girls, business and professional stu 
dents, community clubs, Negro 
conferences, civic clubs, churches, 
colleges, city hall groups, P.T.A. 
groups, U.S.O. hostesses and store 
personnel groups.

Her activities outside of garden 
club work show the breadth of her 
public spirit. She has served on 
the boards of the following or 
ganizations: Woman's Bureau of 
Chamber of Commerce, Y.W.C.A., 
Greenville Clearing House of Social 
Agencies. Greenville County'8 
O.P.A., Girl Scout Board. Girl's 
Camp "Burgess Glen," Organizer 
of Junior A.A.U.W.. senior menv 
her of A.A.U.W., Thursday Club 
(literary). Fortnightly Book Club, 
regent of D.A.R. chapter, member 
of board of directors of World's 
Fair, N. Y., state president and 
vice president of "Friends of the 
Land." representative from South 
Carolina at Conference of Human 
Needs at White House, Washing 
ton, D. C., and representative of 
Women's Clubs lor the Freedom 
Train.


