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^F. which opens to- 
jriorrow,""is the 87th annual exhibi 
tion given under the auspices of the 
Agricultural and Mechanical Society 
of South Carolina which has been 
in business since 1869. Born during 
the hard days of Reconstruction, 
the fair saw hard going but, despite 
difficulties, survived, and today, 
nearly a century later, is a souna 
organization rendering a worth 
while service. Only once has the 
lair been skipped and that in 1918 
because of World War I.

Prior to the Confederate War Ihe 
Slate Agricultural Society of South 
Carolina existed and gave a fair 
in Columbia starting in 1856 on 
grounds at Elm./ood and Gadsden 
provided by the City of Columbia, 
and in a building, built by the 
municipality, which was burned in 
Sherman's fire February 17, 1865. 
But whether that earlier fair was a 
state fair is a moot point.

After the war, the city gave this 
plot of land to the present organ 
ization, with a revert or clause. But 
in 1903, more room being needed, 
the present site the Old State 
Farm was purchased, the city us 
ing the $30.000 received for the 
property on Elm wood for payment 
on Ihe new tract, with the same 
proviso that should the location 
cease to be used for a fair it 
would go back lo the municipality.

The first fair at the new site 
was in 1904. Afler the fair moved, 
th« Sally league ball park was built 
on part of the Elm wood prop 
erty and the remainder sold for 
residences. Logan school is pre 
sently on the ball park site.

Opening the fair at night is a
| more or less modern development.
Until well into this century thf

(gates closed at sundown, and the
fun and frolicking at night took

; place downtown.
Sideshows were pitched on cross

Blreets, such as Lady, Washing-
; ton, Hampton and Tnylor, and
I crowds strolled endlessly on Main
in festive spirit. Clemson

"I';"-' suite Ball, which had noth-l 
ing 10 do with the Stale Fair, was 
danced for many years on Thurs 
day night in Ihe Slate House; later I 
elsewhere. Society girls from all 
over the state made their debuts. 
But more about this another time.

The Steel building, one of the 
largest exhibition halls in the coun 
try was acquired very largely 
through the efforts of The State. 
It was originally at the Jamestown 
exposition (Norfolk!, 1907, where 
it was used for the Pocahontasj 
show, Greensboro, N. C. bought i( 
in hopes of getting the National Re-1 
publican convention ot 1908. Then 
in 1911, looking to the National Corn| 
exposition, which was held here, it 
was broueht lo Columbia at a cost! 
of about $15,000. It was a good buy.

The Carolina-Clemson game or-| 
Iginaliy was played at 11 a.m. 
then at noon and more recently al| 
2 p.m. It has been a great draw 
ing asset to the fair but Carolina! 
and Clemson have benefited too. 
Until 1934 when the present stad 
ium was opened, the game was) 
played inside the fair grounds.

Time was when the fair made the I 
game, and if gratefulness is to pre- 
vail this should never be forgotten. | 
Now tickets are sold out far in ad-, 
vance, and thousands can't get in,, 
but even as late as 25 years ago, 
when the old wooden stadium held 
only 14,000, there were seats avail- 1 
able the night before, and often the; 
stands would not be filled until 
game time.

For Carolina and Clemson notj 
to recognize the advantages that 
have come from the game's af-! 
filiation for years with the fail 
would be like a successful adult I 
forgetting a helping hand given] 
him on his upward climb.

I fear that Columbia, now takes I 
the fair too much for granted. No| 
JocaJ committees are called upon, 
no financial assistance asked, no| 
risk run. The festive week is hand 
ed to the Capital City on a silver! 
piatter. It brings thousands of peo-[ 
pie to town who spend a lot oil 
money, and all without any effort 
on the part of the home folk. I have] 
often wondered if Columbia isn't 
making a mistake not to capitalize; 
more on the State Fair, and be 
come more a part of it, as it was] 
in earlier days.

The State Fair is not tax-support-1 
ed. It gets no appropriation hasn't 
in years and is not owned, or I 
operated, as a state project. In-|

Cadets, who camped ?n the Fait deed H has no backing save from a 
Grounds, would arrive on Wednes- group of people who hold member- 
day for Thursday's Big Game. and,. £«» I" thf State Agricultural and 
in their uniforms would add color 1 Mechanical society of South Caro-
to the scene. The carnival spirit ( IinB - ?"ly by U80od ma?TTT! 
ran high until midnfchl or later.! conld the fa.r have existed, built 

An interesting side light is that' ".«* !>«'> d '"K« «"d olherw.se con 
dom the fair's earliest hi8lory ^raied to serve the people It has 
Thursday lias been the big day. " Jn*el to. c» tl "*">* 4» raln 
Since 1896 this may be attributed to £ *__ r "  . """ " 
the football game, but why this

i was true before that I don't know. 
For years on Wednesday and

I Thursday special trains, at bargain 
lares, ran into Columbia from va-

Irious sections. Many visitors ar 
riving Wednesday remained over,

other
is not good. Yet after I 

mere than three quarters of a cen-l 
rurjy it is solvent and I hope will be| 

for years to come.
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but most ol the excursionists, tired 
.hut happy, returned home the same

The State.


