
from The ChrUttan nor Byfnes is chairman, has allo- 
Science Monitor f*ted $94,000,000 two-thirds of 
s^«Mhf. «L f> which will be for Negro school*. GMtuiunm, t* u Such a record means that South 

"An educatKTntl revolution," is Carolina"* per capita expenditure 
what Gov. James F. Byrnei calls,for education is exceeded only by 
It. And he apparently It convinced one other state. 
that in a few years the public I When it is considered that Negro 
schools here will give the people pupils comprise only 229,000 of the 

1 another reason for singing "Noth- public school's enrollment of 525.- 
ing can be finer than to l>e in Caro- 800, the figures as to funds appro- 
Ima." priated mean that an average of 

Few ever have doubted the good $106 has been allocated for each 
Intentions of South Carolina and white pupil and $271 for each Ne- 
the rest of the Southeast to pro- «  pupil. Later, more considers-) 
vide Us children with high-stand- tlon will be given to the white, 
 rd schools. But good intentions «chool« at their needs become ap-| 
and ability have been two separate parent.
things, and this section has long Other advances mentioned by the 
been short on the latter for the Governor: "Instead of 1.200 school 
simple reason it had insuffidem dUtricts. we now have only 102. 
money. The one-teacher schools of the rural

Prodded as Georgia has been into """ ^V-?1 81 ^VH^"^"" 
belated action to improve its schools *.« "7 3S« 1 JHR£ £ «nrP£" 
and equalize opportunities for the *T*m h^el 'm'nated 824 of our in-

escribes SC Educational
volution

s makng 
a burst of speed to catch up with 
the national standard. A keynote 
of the present building splurge is 
the insistence that there will bn 
no discrimination against Negroes 
in the program. The fact is, the 
Negroes, further behind, presently 
are getting the major benefit from 
the program.

EQUAL FACILITIES
"It is our duty." Governor Byrnes 

said in his inaugural address Jan. 
26, 1951, "to provide for the races 
substantial equality in school faci 
lities. We should do it because it
is right. For 
reason." 

T t was In

rne that is sufficient 

June, 1951, that 40

ferior
these, 287 were

Of
white schools and
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i'£'c; TV""" .Wu" lT 8L' noolTsr "na |problems which face the forthcoming 
537 were Negro schools. . . . Under!*,.
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COLUMBIA, S. C. 
HE beginning of a new year, 1955, 
finds South Carolina still en 

meshed in a critical public school 
problem, stemming out of the Su 
preme Court's anti-segregation de- 
ision and complicated by financial

a district transportation system jn|General Assembly. 
3950-51, some 142.000 pupils rodel Actually, the new year does not 
achool busses dally at an average (change the existing situation at all,

except insofar as it may herald a de 
tailed Supreme Court decree stipulat-dren rode the busses at a per capi 

ta cost of only 516.55. 
'The number of Negro students

feeing
.from

transported has 
29,166 in 1951 to

increased 
78,567 In

3954."
SALES TAX BOOSTS FUNDS
Before his election. Governor 

Byrnes informed close friends that 
one of the principal reasons he 
was willing to serve in public of-

 L was m June, iroi, tnat 4U fjCe again, giving up a lucrative law 
Negro parents of Clarendon County practice in the appellate courts.
(one of the cases before thert i as e.d .a sp!.cial

federal court to order an
to segregation as prescribed by the 
state law in the schools in their 
district. Attorneys of the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, representing them.

Su-  th-
- provide

pp ue 
ne hop^d to

good school facilities In
every community and for every 
child.

When he won office with 71 per 
rent of the .350.000 votes cast for 
four candidates in the DemocraticI * wvii   uiiuiuuica in Llir Uf MlULTriLlC

argued that the state law violatesiprimary, he promptly advocated the 
the 14th Amendment of the Con- enactment of a 3 per cent sales tax 
stftution and that it had resulted in to provide .the funds needed to 
Inequalities in school facilities. build schools.

The court held the South Caro- He did this (n spite of the Legis- 
lina segregation law constitutional Jature'a having refused six months 
but found the facilities of* the Ne- earlier to pass a sales tax law. It 
gro schools below the standard of caused one of the state's education 
the white schools. An equalization leaders to remark that "no one 
program was ordered which was without Governor Byrnes' prestige 
romplied with, but the plaintiffs re- could have succeeded in reversing 
newed their aopeal which went tojhiitory." M.K.G, 
Ihe Supreme Court soley on the Is-' 
sue of segregation.

BUILDING SPURT CHECKED
In view of the Supreme Court's 

decision against segregation, the 
main cause for urgency in South 
Carolina pursuing Hs school build 
ing program has been removed. 
In fact, future building other than 
that already launched was held in 
abeyafice for further official consi 
deration after the- court'i ruling 
was made. But the basic desire for 
Improvement and equalization on 
the part of both rm-es is evident 
and the spirit of friendly coopera 
tion undeniable.

Governor Byrne* told the South 
rurolins Education A.ssocintion re 
cently that the school building pro 
gram enacted by the Legislature 
provided for completion of con-
*t ruction In 20 years. During that 
l>efiod, he said $176.000,000 will be
*pent by the state for school build 
ings. It will be paid /or out of sales 
tax revenue.

The program has moved at a fast 
flip by the issuance of bonds with

> present limitation set at $100,000,- 
X*>. Out of the proceeds of the 
>oi*ds issued and the juries tax re 

venue, the State Educational Fl-
[itance Commlwkm. of whlch_G

ing how the anti-segregation ban is to 
be implemented. In the South Caro 
lina (Clarendon County) case pend- 
jng before the Court, the plea is made 
by Clarendon's public school officials 
itnat the matter be remanded to the 
local district courts for the issuance 
of decrees.

The brief filed with the Supreme 
Court makes that position clear. A 
similar line of thought advanced in 
the latest brief of the United States 
attorney general in the matter has 
drawn generally favorable response 
within the state. Gov. James F. 
Bvrnes had this to sav on the subiect 
after the Brownell brief had been 
filed:

Our position Is that the Supreme Court 
should remand the case to the District 
Court, with instructions to write a decree 
not inconsistent with the May 17 decision. 
That is the course usually followed by 
the Supreme Court and there is no reason 
why it should not be followed In this 
case.

REPORT READIED
On the state level, a special com 

mittee studying the segregation issue 
has drafted a second interim report 
on its findings and recommendations. 
This latest report (an earlier one was 
made public in late July) will be 
made to the 1955 General Assembly 
when the legislative session opens on 
January 11, and will contain "certain 
specific preliminary recommenda 
tions for consideration by the General 
Assembly du ring the 1955_session."

The committee chairman. State 
Sen. L. Marion Gressette, is releasing 
no further information concerning 
the report until the convening of the 
legislature. His committee comprises 
five senators, five state representa 
tives, and five appointees of the gov 
ernor.

Meanwhile, South Carolina's school 
equalization and expansion program 
is steadily moving forward. During 
December, the Educational Finance 
Commission authorized additional 
construction projects totalling $3,500,- 

Thi: nt brings to

$124,329,394 the" amount oFmoney a~p-" 
proved for public school construction 
or improvement in South Carolina 
since the state launched its equaliza 
tion and expansion program in 1951. 
Of that total, more than 60 per cent 
has been earmarked for Negro 
schools. These construction funds arc 
provided through bond issues sup 
ported by a three per cent general 
sales tax.

PROGRESS REVIEWED
A review of the accomplishments 

of that program was presented re 
cently in Spartanburg by Gov. 
Byrnes. His address included the fol 
lowing summary:

"When I became Governor (in 
1951), there were approximately 
1,200 school districts in the State. 
Now we have only 103. The one- 
teacher schools of the rural areas 
have almost all been abandoned. 
Since the consolidation program has 
eliminated 824 inferior schools in 
rural areas. Of these, 287 were white 
schools and 537 were Negro schools.

"The boys and girls who attended 
these schools now attend consolidated 
schools. They have educational op 
portunities equal to the opportunities 
afforded the boys and girls of our 
larger cities.

"The consolidation of schools in 
creased the pupil transportation

problem because consolidation has 
produced the necessity of transport 
ing a great number of pupils to and 
from schools . . . Over the entire state 
142,000 pupils were being transported 
in 1950-51, but this year 241,000 ride 
to and from school daily. Under the 
old system it cost an average of 
$24.77 per year to transport each pu 
pil. Under the new system the cost 
is approximately $17 this year.

"The number of Negro pupils being 
transported throughout the State has 
increased from 29,000 in 1951 to 
79,000 in 1954. Substantial equality 
with the transportation of white pu 
pils has been attained. .. .

"Negro schools have received two- 
thirds of the funds allocated by the 
State for buildings. When the build 
ings already approved for Negro 
pupils have been constructed their 
facilities will be substantially equal 
to those for white pupils, Negro pu 
pils comprise only 229,000 of the pub 
lic school enrollment of 525,000. By 
a simple calculation it will be seen 
that an average of $147 has been al 
located for each white pupil and $314 
for each Neero nupil under our

building program."
December brought public state - 

 ments from officials of two organiza 
tions which stand at odds regarding 
public school segregation: the South 
Carolina Farm Bureau Federation 
and the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 
Both statements were made in 
Charleston,

Farm Bureau President E. Hugh 
Agnt'w, whose organization is tak 
ing the lead in promoting a "free 
choice of association" approach to 
the problem, had this to say before 
the Charleston Exchange Club:

"We must admit that we can no 
longer have separate schools for Ne 
groes and whites by law. We must 
also admit that we can no longer 
prevent mixed schools for those who 
want mixed schools but those who 
wish to attend separate schools 
should not be denied the right to do 
so.

"If Negroes are to have the right 
of free choice in attending separate 
or mixed schools if they wish, then 
even the Supreme Court cannot deny 
to white people that same free choice 
of sending their children to separate 
or mixed schools.,. .

"We have long enjoyed, and still 
enjoy, admirable race relations in 
South Carolina. There is no denying 
that we have made extraordinary 
progress in industrial, agricultural, 
economic, educational and social ad 
vancement. To do this dastardly 
thing of forced integration in public 
schools would be creating chaotic 
problems and intense hatreds in 
many instances and completely dis 
rupt our era of progress in every 
field of endeavor.

"The farm people of South Caro 
lina, both white and colored, are bit 
terly opposed to such a program as 
the Supreme Court outlines. They 
earnestly desire both separate schools 
and a continued relationship of peace 
and harmony but they are deter- 

i mined that this vile thing shall be 
circumvented. They want neither 
abolition of public schools nor do 

, they want a shotgun solution to the 
problem, but if worst must come they 
are ready for either or both."

LETTER TO NEWSPAPER
The NAACP statement came from 

A. J. Clement Jr.. president of the 
Charleston branch, in the form of a 
Iftter to the Editor of The News & 
Courier. In that letter, he said this:

"I think all of us should recognize 
that there is a hard core of traditional 
and inherited attitudes in both races 
that have got to be considered as we 
face the implications in our Supreme 
Court ruling that racial segregation is 
unconstitutional. There are sensibili- 

anc! eness in both racial



groups that ol necessity wiH have to 
he remodeled and reshaped for the 
future because of the carry-overs of 
the past.

"No one concerned with this prob 
lem likes to be identified as being a 
'gradualist' but we who are realists 
have got to understand that long es 
tablished customs and habits, no 
matter how erroneous or abhorren 
will not be suddenly cast aside. Some 
individuals are able to adjust them 
selves to change much quicker than 
others. My chief concern is that there 
be no 'backward steps,' no 'marking 
time.'

"Those who have studied com 
munities that have accepted the 
process of desegregation are quick 
to point out that there has been a 
period of community education and 
community preparation among both 
races for the acceptance of desegre 
gation and because I believe in the 
value of this type of preparation and 
education, I hope very shortly in this 
state various communities will spon 
sor interracial councils that can sit 
down and without emotion but with 
intelligence seek the solutions to our 
community problems as all the South 
moves with determination, poise and 
undersanding toward the implemen 
tation of our Supreme Court's ruling.

"These interracial councils meet 
ing about the state and throughout 
the South will so a long way in re 
ducing the need for pressure on the 
parts of interested persons in liti 
gating, propagating and disseminat- 
ine the necessarv information for an 
ultimate attitude of understand 
ing..."

LAWS ANALYZED
The latest issue of the University 

of South Carolina Law Quarterly de 
votes its lead article to a study of 
"The Legal Standing of the South's 
School Resistance Proposals." Author 
of the article is Francis B. Nicholson, 
a South Carolinian and a graduate 
of the University Law School, now 
teaching at the Stetson Law School 
at St. Petersburg, Fla. Mr. Nicholson 
discusses in some detail the various 
types of "evasive action" being pro 
posed by several Southern states and 
concludes that they have little chance 
for legal success. He does suggest, 
however, that their adoption might 
serve the useful purpose of buying 
time for adjustment to the changed 
situation.

SoutjhrCaroli na
(^Xtfcc>^t /- Sf**¥_________

COLUMBIA, S. C. 
COUTH CAROLINA public schools are 

doing business as usual as the 
1954-55 school year opens. Racial 
separation of public school students 
still is the order of the day despite 
the May 17 Supreme Court decision 
which ruled that such separation 
was unconstitutional. South Caro- 
linians are deeply concerned over 
that decision and are well aware of 
its possible effect upon the entire 
public school establishment in the 
state, but up until now, there has 
been no change in the traditional 
pattern of public school segrega 
tion.

That lack of change can be at 
tributed, at this point, to the absence 
of any Supreme Court decree de 
tailing the manner in which the 
anti -segregation decision is to be 
put into effect. Governmental and 
educational officials have indicated 
that the schools will continue to be 
operated as before pending the is 
suance of further Supreme Court di 
rectives. What will follow then 
still is unknown, at least insofar 
as any public disclosure of future 
plans is concerned.

Gov. James F. Byrnes and all 
other public officials who have spok 
en out on the matter have declared 
their intention of seeking to pre 
serve separate schools. Meanwhile, 
the National Association for the Ad 
vancement of Colored People (which 
initiated and supported the "Claren 
don County Case" in its long but 
successful journey through the fed 
eral courts) is not rushing matters. 
The state NAACP president, James 
M. Hinton, has declared, "we don't 
see any reason to rush" while await 
ing the Supreme Court's further or 
ders in the matter.

The NAACP will hold its annual 
state meeting in Spartanburg in Oc 
tober and may evolve further plans 
at that gathering.

The enrollment of public school 
students was not attended by any 
racial incidents in South Carolina. 
State Superintendent of Education 
Jesse T. Anderson reports that no 
efforts were made by Negroes to 
gain admittance to white schools. 
School enrollment is at an all-time 
high with approximately 555,000 stu 
dents on public school rolls. Ne 
groes comprise an estimated 43 per 
cent of the total enrollment.

The major change in the South 
Carolina school establishment relates 
to the physical facilities in use. Nu 
merous new schools were occupied 
this year for the first time, most of 
them accommodating Negro students. 
Since the state initiated its school 
equalization and expansion program 
in 1951, more than 100 million dol 
lars has been allocated for public 
school construction or improvement. 
Two-thirds of that money is ear 
marked for Negro schools. Up to the 
present, the State Educational Fin 
ance Commission has authorized 
construction of approximately 210 
new Negro schools and 70 new white 
schools

Dr. E. R. Crow, director of the 
commission, estimates that the state 
is about two-thirds of the way to 
ward full equalization of physical 
school facilities as between the races. 
At the rate of construction prevail 
ing six months ago, complete equali 
zation was expected within two 
years from that time. The Supreme 
Court decision outlawing segrega 
tion, however, brought the program 
to a temporary halt (with regard 
to new allotments) and the mam 
moth undertaking is only now be 
ginning to pick up momentum again.

Members of the Educational Fi 
nance Commission are moving slow 
er in the approval of new projects, 
and are giving more consideration 
to factors of location and size. Con 
sequently, it cannot be determined 
at what pace the building program

will proceed in the months ahead.' 
The latest commission approvals 
came on August 31 and authorized 
the expenditure of $3,750,000 on new 
Negro schools.

Committee at Work
A 15-man committee, comprising 

five state senators, five state repre 
sentatives and five non-legislators, is 
continuing its studies into possible 
courses of action to be followed 
when the Supreme Court makes its 
detailed decree or decrees known. At 
present, the committee has divided 
into two sub-committees. One is 
compiling all the state laws and 
constitutional provisions relating to 
public schooling in South Carolina. 
The other is sifting the mass of data 
and suggestions accumulated by the 
committee in the course of public 
hearings conducted in the wake of 
the Supreme Court's decision.

As a state, South Carolina will 
not take part in the Supreme Court's 
proceedings aimed at formulating a 
plan for implementing the May 17 
decision. Atty. Gen. T. C. Callison 
has this to say on that subject:

It is my opinion that no action should 
be taken by this office which would 
indicate that we consider the State of 
South Carolina, as such, a party to the 
controversy. The pending action Is pure 
ly a local matter so far as the parties to 
the suit are concerned.

The two attorneys who have rep 
resented Clarendon County, how 
ever, will appear before the court 
when it meets in October and calls 
for arguments on procedural mat 
ters. Robert McC. Figg Jr., of Char 
leston, says that he and S. E. Rogers 
of Summerton, will be present in 
Washington at such time the Court 
may fix for discussing the five seg 
regation cases.

The Clarendon County defense at-! 
torneys do not plan to file a new 
brief in the matter, but instead will 
rely on positions taken in their 1953 
brief. Their views of the pending 
issues have not been altered, Mr. Figg 
says, and are clearly set forth in 
answers to the specific questions 
posed by the Court last year.

They take the position that the 
case should be referred back to the 
federal district court in South Caro 
lina for such further proceedings as 
may be warranted by the Supreme 
Court's decision. They contend fur 
ther that the Supreme Court has no 
authority to prescribe any given 
educational plan to be followed by 
the South Carolina legislature or 
public school system in the opera 
tion of the state's schools.

Private Groups Active
But while the segregation issue is 

relatively quiet in governmental and 
educational circles at the moment, 
several private individuals and or 
ganizations are continuing to mani 
fest deep concern over the problem. 
The most active center of such in 
terest is Sumter County, predom 
inantly agricultural except for fur 
niture and other small industries in 
the county seat. The county's 57,600 
population is 57 per cent Negro.

A newly-formed States Rights 
League of Sumter County has been 
organized with the avowed purpose 
of preserving racial separation in 
the schools. At a joint meeting with 
the Sumter County Farm Bureau 
on August 24, the two groups adopt 
ed a resolution condemning the Su 
preme Court's anti-segregation de 
cision, and calling for preservation 
of separate schools.

In mid-September, approximately 
700 persons attended a subsequent 
meeting of the States Rights League 
and launched an expansion program 
aimed at spreading the group's atti 
tude and organization into other 
counties and other states.

The South Carolina Farm Bureau 
Federation has not adopted an offi 
cial policy with respect to the seg 
regation decision, but its president, 
E. H. Agnew, has suggested that lo 
cal Farm Bureaus hold meetings of 
their membei-ship to determine local 
views and thereafter advise their 
state legislators of those views.

In a memorandum to local Farm 
Bureau officials, Mr. Agnew had this 
to say, however:_ _____ _^ 
"Since~South Carolina owns Its public 

school system, and pays the costs of op 
eration, it Is the right and the respon 
sibility of our General Assembly to say 
how public schools shall be operated. If 
the federal government has a right to 
say how the South Carolina public schools 
shall be operated, then the federal gov 
ernment has the right and responsibility 
to pay the bill.

Neither the federal government nor the 
Supreme Court of the United States can 
force our General Assembly to ap 
propriate funds for any purpose.

Two developments in the field of 
private education in South Carolina 
during September are directly linked 
with the question of racial separa 
tion in schools.

In the textile city of Rock Hill 
(population 25,000 with 20 per cent 
Negroes), a Catholic grade school 
opened its doors this fall to Negro' 
students for the first time. The city 
has a small Catholic contingent, and; 
the school's enrollment is less than I 
35. Opening day enrollment was 291 
white students and five Negroes.

There have been no reports of I 
overt reactions against the develop 
ment at Rock Hill, but the parents]

of some of the children have been 
remonstrated with by neighbors and 
fellow workers.

On the college level, the Presby 
terian Synod of Couth Carolina has 
voted to continue race segregation 
in its institutions. The motion to that 
effect was adopted at a synod meet 
ing held Sept. 1 at Presbyterian Col 
lege, at Clinton, S. C. The motion 
stated:

It is the sense of the Synod of South 
Carolina that It is In the best interests of 
harmonious relations between the white 
and Negro races In this section at this 
time that the present enrollment policies 
In the institutions under the control and 
support of the synod be continued.

The synod supports in whole or in 
part Presbyterian College; Thorn- 
well Orphanage, also at Clinton; \ 
Columbia Theological Seminary at] 
Decatur, Ga., and Queens College atj 
Charlotte, N- C.


