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By WILLIAM C. LAKE j in a few hours after the encounter. ,catur had once rescued from .1

UNION, S. C.,   A local collec- AS the story goes, according to Moorish prison, stooped down am] 
tor of firearms has recently ac-, a Washington, D. C., newspaper, kissed his cheek, 
quired the pair of cased Hint-lock the causes which led to the ill With his head upon Rodger* - 
dueling pistols, used in the mem- feeling between these two naval shoulder, and in company with ;i 
orable duel between Commodore heroes have never been accurate-physician. Decatur was driven 
Stephen Decatur and Commo- \y determined, but It is generally slowly back to the city and car 
dore James Barron on March 22, supposed that Decatur's harsh cri-.ried into his residence on Lafay- 
1820. Iticism of Barron on account of the ette Square, where he died a few

In this famous pistol-battle be-letter's not returning from hours afterwards. 
tween the two Americn naval abroad to take part in .the War of News of the duel spread like cn> 
heroes each received the others , 1812 brought about the breach. isip through the city. The folio A- 
fire, but Decatur's wound was fa-j Certain it is that Decatur's words ing day, John Randolph offered 
tal, while Barron lived 31 years Were repeated to Barron. and a consolatory resolutions in Congress 
after the fight. 'correspondence between the two'which however, were promptly oh-

A. A. Arthur of Union, who has ensued, which probably resulted jected to, and the press rigorously ; 
been collecting firearms for the j n the challenge. denounced the practice of dueling 
last 25 years, and now has perhaps; DUEL KEPT SECRET Commodore Barron untimatclv 
the largest private collection in. The impending duel is said to recovered from his wound recciv- 
South Carolina, bought the dueling have been kept a profound secret.! e(i in the duel but it is said that! 
pistols at a private sale. , 0nly a fcw of the most intimate;the memory of the duel darkened f

The pistols are in their original, friends o{ the respective part-his life ever afterward. He lived 
case with accessories. They were icipents had even an inkling of it. unlll 1851 an{j nad charge <>i 
made by Boutet, a famous gun-i Decatur was the first to arrive several vessels It is said that a*- 
smith of Versailles. France, who at tne scene . He was accompanied his own request he was court-mar- . 
worked rom 1780 to 182,. He was by commodore John Rndgers and tia ied upon the ctharges made 
armsmaker to the Court of Henry.American Naval officers, and sev- against him by Commodore Deca-
\ \ L .. .. ,.».   i ,   eral other fnends - itur and exonerated. 
Authenticity of the pistols is sup- Barron arrived a few minutes!   -

ported by a sworn affidavit of a later. The combatants bowed stiff-, 
witness to this famous and mem- |y ( 0 eacn Ot ner and stood waiting 
orable duel. Captain Saunders. of for their friends to measure off 
the U. S. Navy, a close friend of the ground and make the final ar- 
Commodore Barron, was a witness rangements. 
but not a second at the duel. He The following conversation is

j was a brother-in-law of Carey Sel- sa id to have taken place between 
den. The Selden family came in the two duelists: 
possession of the pistols. They -j hope, sir," said Barron. as 
have never been a part of a public they took their places, "that when 
or private collection. And never we meet in another world we shall 

Ibefore were offered for sale. he better friends than we have
Mr. Arthur learned of their ex- been in this."

| istance through friends in military Decatur is reported to have 
and naval circles. After lengthy haughtily regarded his adversary 
correspondence with the owner he for a moment, and then have re- 
finally prevailed on her to part plied:

I with them.
OUTSTANDING DUEL

The Decatur-Barron duel is prob- 
lably one of the most memorable

"Sir, I have never been your 
enemy."

Two shots rang out simultaneous 
ly a moment later, when the word

duels in the annals of the United was given. Barron fell almost im-
States. It was fought in a seclud-;mediately. Decatur straightened 

led spot at Bladensburg, Maryland himself, but his pistol fell from 
'jjnear the City of Washington, D.C. jhis grasp. In a minute he was ly- 

Stephen Decatur, 41, and Mary-.ing on the ground writhing in ag- 
iland born, was commodore of a'ony and pain. He was raised by 
jsquadron in 1812 off the Atlantic his friends and carried nearer the
coast. At the time the two met on road, where Barron was lying.
the field the Virginia born Barron Friends reported Decatur mut- 

|was 51 and a Commodore. 'tered:
While in the United States Navyj "I wish that I had fallen in the 

Ihe was court-martialed and sus- service of my country." Where- 
bended for five years for "neglect upon Barron looked up and said: 
|of duty." He was reinstated, al- "Everything has been conduct-
" "igh he never regained his for-.ed most honorably." Then turn-

  r satus in the USN. I ing his eyes upon Decatur: 
rppn Commodore Barren's res- "I am mortally wounded. Com- 

"" ation, as the outcome of a long modore Decatur. I forgive you
 . respondence with his personal from the bottom of my heart." 

lenemy. Commodore Decatur, the As Decatur was being lifted into 
[duel wu fought. Decatur died with-.a carriage, Bambridge, whom De-

PEOPLE AND THINGS
We understand that Kiwanians of lale have developed an 

Interest in dueling, not actively, thank goodness, but his 
torically as the result ot hearing Dean Samuel L. Prince on 
the subject at their Nov. 11 meeting. Dr. Heyward Gibbos 
first brought it to our atlcntion quoting Dean Prince as 
saying that in the age of the duel manners were much more 
the custom than they aie today. That started us thinking, 
and partly because we had heard a most interesting talk 
by Mrs. Arnie Childs to the professional meeting of the Co 
lumbia Junior League on Caroliniana and the Caroliniana 
Library, and partly because Mrs. Fred Hensley of the Li 
brary senior staff had issued to us a special invitation to 
come down to see the dueling exhibit prepared from Library 
material in connection with Dean Prince's talk and also an 
exhibit on "Historic Camden" which was presented at the 
Autumn meeting of the Kershaw County Historical Society, 
we decided we'd spend a morning at t'SC. It has already 
Ft retched to two, and Ihe association has farmed such a 
grip on our interest and intellect we suspect it may be 
hahit forming.

To take up first the matter of manners, we quote from 
the thesis "Code Duello In South Carolina" by Edwin Henry 
Folk Jr., which may be found atop one of two glass cases 
wherein are placed different examples of dueling pistols 
(one set owned by Maxey Greggt and various books and 
personal letters that by their actual presence bridge the 
gap with the past. "South Carolina before the Civil War 
produced one crop that never failed and that crop was gen 
tlemen. 'Honor' was the moving principle of their lives, the 
maintenance of which they placed .above life itself." Folk 
then records what James T, Bacon of Edgefield felt it meant 
to be a Southern gentleman: "We Southern people have been 
reviled by outside Puritans, Pharisees and Philistines for 
our significant and persistent use of the uord 'gentleman'. 
To be a Southern Gentleman in the old times was to be 
something vary fine indeed. It was to keep the fountains of 
kindness ar.d courtesy always full; to scorn trickery In busi 
ness, and to have a horror of all double dealing. It was to 
throw a barrier of protection around all women and spread 
the mantle of; charity over the fallings of humanity. It was 
to believe in- virtue and honesty, to maintain the highest 
Ideals of. character and conduct and to shrink with scorn 
from the idea or suggestion that money could be a substi 
tute for these. And to fight if one must fight upon absolutely 
equal terms uith one's adversary. These were the men who

fought duels in the old times according to the high, knightly 
and stringent rules o( the Code Duello."

As to thcj duels that were fought, the exhibit begins with 
an account of the duel hetwen Dr. John Haley and Peter I 
PcLancey, Charleston, 1771, as related in Joseph Johnson's 
Traditions and Remniscenses of the American Revolution. 
There follows a British account of the duel between Gen. Rob- 
rrt Howe and Christopher Gadsden in Charleston 1778 from] 
the British Military Library. Too long for here, we com 
mend it to your reading there, still not being able to resist! 
a sample: "General II. and his second Col. Pinckney were) 
nt the place under Liberty Tree. Immediately after the; 
nad got there, General G. and his second Colonel Elliott met) 
ihem but there being many people near the spot and somi 
men in the tree, the seconds propo.-d to ride to Mr. Percy's 
land, behind Mr. Rutledge's house -as it was well adapter 
for the purpose of the shade and retirement it afforded.1 
When they came to the ground they alighted, and the Gen-j 
rrals paid each other the usual compliment of hat and hand.l 
and reciprocally declared that they had no rancour or.je-) 
sentment against each other, and that it was only In com 
pliance with a point of honor that brought them thither.l 
The seconds then examined arid loaded the pistols, in the] 
presence of the Generals . . ."

This particular duel had a surprise ending for which the| 
exhibit turns to the concluding verses of a humorous "Bal-j 
lad To The Tune Of Yankee Doodle" written by Major| 
John Andre (later hung as a British Spy) who was in Char 
leston at the time of the duel:

"H. missed his mark, but not his aim 
The shot was well directed 
It saved them both from hurt and shame 
What more could be expected.

The G. to show he meant no harm 
But hated Jars and jangles 
His pistol fired across his arm 
From H. almost at angles

H. now was called upon G.
To fire another shot, sir
He smiled, and after that, quoth he
No, truly, I cannot, sir.

Such honor did they both display 
They highly were commended 
And thus, in short, this gallant fray 
Without mischance was ended

No fresh dispute, we may suppose 
Will e'er by them be started 
And now the chiefs no longer foes 
Shook hands, and so they parted."

While lingering over other aspects of the dueling exhibit 
 the especially handsome pistols made in Belgium for Col. 
John J. Seibels as a gift to his brother Col. Emmet Seibels 
(the latter used them for the purpose intended following an 
argument with Capt. Elbert Bland over a chess game, in 
spite of the fact that he says in a letter "up to the time 
when the difficulty occurred, the friendship of Bland and my 
self had been warm and unbroken") and the duel that ended 
all duels in South Carolina the Cash Shanon affair, we 
had an interesting comment from Mrs. Margaret Meriwether 
whom we had Interrupted in her library duties: N 'Rob used 
Io say that women have been freer with their tongues than 
men because while men would tall other men out if their 
rights or privileges of property or character were dispar 
aged, women have never had to take the physical hazard of 
what they said, and hence have never been so careful in 
their private accusations. Men even as boys defend their 
honor with fists on the school playground* and learn early 
to be careful of what they say unless they are willing to 
hack It up. Perhaps hir-pulling and face slapping have not 
been serious, enough to make women properly respect each
other." fii-
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