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"Sword of Gideon' Shows 
Romance of Fighting Man

KINGS MOUNTAIN, N. C  At 
the foot of a rocky little hillock 
which lies athwart the border be 
tween the two Carolinas. shrouded 
in the eternal shade of tall pine 
trees, there rises a seven-foot 
granite tombstone believed to be 
ihe only monument ever erected 1 
 a American soil, by Americans, 1 

,:i honor of, a foreign-born, ene- 
1 my fighting man.

It marks the grave of Lt. Col. 
Patrick Ferguson, His Britannic 
Majesty's 71st Highland Regiment, 
who was killed while commanding 
ihe British forces in the Battle of 
Kings Mountain, October 7, 1780. 

Literally scores of thousands ol 
current American citizens are fa 
miliar with Ihc fiery Scotsman's 
i-ockpilrd final resting place, for 
nver iriO.OOO visitors are logged 
rach year into the Kings Mountain 
National Military Park where it 
lies.

Only a very few of those tour 
ists arc aware of 4he fact, how- 
rver, that the famous grave also 
contains the almost-forgotten se 
cret of one of the most colorful 
romances in American history- 
Buried with Ferguson are the re 
mains of his beautiful redhaired 
mistress, who died with him in 
ihe furious struggle atop one of 
the ridges of the Kings Mountain 
range.

The true story of the ill-tHted 
love between the brilliant King's 
officer and Ihe mysterious Colonial 
beauty whom history remembers 
only as "Virginia Sal" is an im 
portant part of the thrilling out 

travelled with the British leader 
on a strictly incognito basis.

That she really loved the dash 
ing Scot is probablr, for she ii 
said to have exposed hersr If 
needlessly in his behalf in the 
furious fighting around the Bri 
tish campsite. It is also probahle 
that Pat Ferguson, the son of one 
of the wealthiest families in north; 
Scotland, did not return her af-' 
fection to the same degree for 
she was only one of the two mis- £ 
frrsses he had with him at the 
time of the battle.

The two were carried on the 
commissary lists as "cooks." and 
surviving members of Ferguson's 
army described them both us he- 
ing "remarkably-fine looking wo 
men." But it was the tragic 
"Ginny" who won him in death, 
and they have shared a common '_ 
resting place for the past 173 
years.

The granite headstone marking 
Ferguson's grave was presented la 
the Park in 1930 at the 150th an 
niversary celebration of the battle 
with President Hoover and Sir _ 
Ronald Campbell of the British ""• 
Embassy in atendance. It was do 
nated on behalf of the American; i^" 
people by a Charlotte company ai _ ^ 
a gesture to the British people of 
the bonds of friendship which now 
join the descendants of those who 
had fought so savagely at Kings 
Mountain.

The Park, an easy two hour 
drive from Columbia, Is Inrated 
south of the town of Kings Moun 
tain on US 29. Anyone wishing

IN FINAL SEASON

door historical drama, "THE 
SWORD OF GIDEON," which is 
beme presented for the fifth 
straight season this summer in 
the Kings Mountain National Mili 
tary Park.

Performances of the highly-prais 
ed outdoor spectacle will be held

. on Thursday, Friday and Satur-
j day nights, July 14 to August 1.1,
! at 8:15 o'clock. A total of lilicrn
performances will be given. The
Battle-ground Amphitheatre is !o
located only a half-mile from thr
scene of the battle, which hlstn-

' rians have referred to as the most
colorful and decisively-won en 
gagement of the American Revo 
lution.

Historians know little about Vir 
ginia Sal beyond the facts of Y\f-v 
presence with Ferguson on the hill. 
and her unnecessary death during 
the battle. It is believed that she 
may have been the only surviving 
member of a wealthy, plantation- 
owning Tory family from South 
Carolina. Even her true given 
name is open to question, and hcrj 
last was never recorded for she}.

information about the outdoor 
drama, "THE SWORD OF GID 
EON," is urged to contact the 
drama sponsoring group, the Kings 
Mountain Little Theatre, Inc., Box 
331, Kings Mountain, N. C.

HKROIC COLONEL: Col. Patrick Ferguson, above, was
killed while commanding the British forces in the Battle of 
Kings Mountain, Oct. 7, 1780. He is one of the centra] flp- 
ures in "The Sword of Gideon," being presented for the fifth 
straight season in the Kings Mountain National Military 
Park, North Carolina.

SOMMKRS TOMB: The tomb of Col. Patrick Ferguson, 
commander of thr Britirh forces in the Battle of Kings 
Mountain, was buried nrar the place where he fell in the 
bloody battle. His tomb is a familiar spot to many visitor* 
of the Kings Mountain National Military Park, Kings Moun 
tain, North Carolina.

'Sword Of
Gideon' To Be
Discontinued

KINGS MOUNTAIN. July 28,- 
The Kings Mountain Little Thca--. 
Ire will discontinue production ofj* 
"The Sword of Gideon" at the! 
end of the currrent season, accord 
ing to a recent vote of the or 
ganization.

Concurrently, spokesman for 
the organization offered the hope 
that some other group, perhaps a 
college drama organization, will J 
consider continuing the production? 
in future years. j 

The Little Theatre statement 
noted that continuance of the dra 
ma on the present volunteer basis 
is proving increasingly difficult 
with both cast and production j 
staffs finding the task more de 
manding each year.

i The Little Theatre is currently 
in its fifth season of production 
of an outdoor drama commemor 
ating the Battle of Kings Moun-

Itain, famous Revolutionary War 
engagement. In 1951. the Little 
Theatre produced Robert Osborne 
"Then Conquer We Must!" Since 
1952, the Little Theatre has pro 
duced Florette Henri's "T h e 
Sword of Gideon".

The Little Theatre statement 
read: "It is with great difficulty 
that we make this decision, but it 
is the feeding of the members 
that we have accomplished our' 
original purpose of bringing the [ 
heritage of our area to the fore 
front. It is emphasized that the 
decision is not motivated by a 
lack of the venture's success, but 
rather because of it. While the 
production is a non-profit venture, 
the productions have attracted 
sufficient box office to defray 
the expenses of the production 
which are in the range of $7.000 
to $10,000 per season. Average at 
tendance for the first four years 
has been 450 per performance, 
and the only serious criticism has

j concerned the limited number of

performances each season." I 
The current season will con 

tinue for three more weekends. 
with performances each Thursday 
Friday and Saturday evening 
through August 13. Thh 15-por-

fonnance 1955 season is the long-
|est of the five.

The drama Is presented on
[the site of the battle it commem 
orates at Kings Mountain Nation- 1
|«t Military Park amphitheater, '

fa

£


