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Veteran Of Outdoor Drama   Dr. Philip Padgett of 
Kings Mountain is a five-year veteran in the comic role 
of "Doc Rover" in the outdoor drama, "The Sword of 
Gideon." Dr. Padgett has been hailed as one of the fun 

niest and most entertaining performers seen in the drama. 
This year's presentation of the drama, which may be 
the last, has only six more performances to run. they 
are scheduled at 8:15 p.m. today through Saturday of 
this week and Thursday through Saturday next week. 
Performances are staged in Kings Mountain National 
Park.

Evening Herald, Rock Hill

"The.n Conquer Vie
r

Drama Scene: American Colonels Plot British Downfall

Thursday, Aug. 4, 1955

Group Plans To Discontinue 
'Sword Of Gideon 1 Production

Unless some omer group takes 
over, pr.'ductior of ' The Sword of 
Gideon" will be discontinued at 
the end of the current season, of 
ficials of the Kings Mountain Lit 
tle TheaMe announced today.

Because of 'he increasing diffi 
culty of producing the drama on 
a volunt-.er basis, the theatre group 
voted to discontinue it. A spokes- 
man for the organization express 
ed hope some ether group will con 
sider continuing the production in 
future years.

The current season will continue 
three more weekends with perform 
ances ench Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday evenings through Aug. 
13. The drama is.presented c,n the 
site of the battle it commemorates 
at Kings Mountain National Mili 
tary Park.

The drama Is now in Its 
fifth season, the longest of the five.

The Littlt Theatre statement

"It )s with preat difficulty that 
w« mak..1 this decision, but it is 
the feel'.ng of the members that 
we have docomplishpd our original 
purpose of bringing the heritage 
of our aiea to the forefront. It is 
emphasi-'d thai the decision is not 
motivate 1 by a lack of the ven 
ture's success but rather because 
of it.

"While production i* a non-pro 
fit venture, the productions have 
attracted sufficient box office to 
defray the expenses of production 
which Targe from $7,000 to $10,000 
per season. Average attendance for 
the first ;our years has been 450

i for each performance. The only 
serious criticism has concern-

; ed the limited number of perform 
ances. Srch public acceptance has

1 made jl harder et-h year to keep 
the production up to the level ex-

'• pected of it."
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