
South Carolina's National Guard Has 
[Enviable Record of Service, Sacrifice
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Although the construction o arm 
ories is purely an obligation of thei 
slate, it is surprising *o note that I 
prior to 1936. the state of South Car 
olina had owned only two armories 
 one in Columbia, built in 1905, and, 
the other in Beaufort, built in 1776. 
This left approximately Tfl units which 
were forced to rent privately owned 
buildings, applying smasl state allot 
ments and such other funds as could, 
be procured locally for rental, lights, 
heat, and general upkeep. In most in 
stances these rented armories were] 
small and unsuited lor the storage of

;

'Editor's Note: The following article 
about the South Carolina National 
GuErd appeared in the summer issue 
of the South Carolina magazine.)

The National Guard of South Car 
olina is a force truly American- 
operating efficiently and economical 
ly to form a trustworthy and depend 
able civilian contribution to the na 
tional defense. This is accomplished 
.vithout withdrawal of its members 
!rom their civil usefulness nor inter- 
.crence with their participation in the 
.-iffairs of the community in which 
they reside. It had its beginning in 
the year 1670, and at that early <ime 
splendid bodies ol civilian soldiers 
formed organizations for the protec- 
Uon of their humes, their state, and 
their national honor. In every wur in 
which the United States has engaged
  (he Colonial wars, the Revolutionary 
wur, the War of 1812. the Mexican 
v.ar, the War Between the States, the 
>;iunish-Amevican war. and the World 
.ar South Carolinians have fought

 '. ith the greatest courage and bravery.
>ur soldiers have fought valiantly for

i heir state and their country, winning
.ri enviable record in all past war.s
 i which they have tnken part, ;md 

:i,o history of the state is still in tin1 
m <king. It ha.s been said that "The
 'Idiers of foreign powers who mnr-
  led at the high martial spirit of thr 

Thirtieth division should have remem- 
.-cred that these were descendants of 
men who had fought Spaniards, In-
-lian.'i, Englishmen, and federals with 
tiieat valour, never counting the odds 
itjainst them,"

Many organizations of the National 
Guard of South Carolina today can 
trace their beginning to very early 
'lavs in the history of the slate. The 

fiiid Coast artillery, commanded by 
ul. Claude C. Smith of Columbia, 

originated as the Old Beaufort artil- 
iorv. which dqpervet the distinction 
of being one of the oldest military or- 
y.mizations in South Carolina. The 
Beaufort artillery has taken part in 

il American wars since 1776, and 
nany of its outstanding leaders have 

Ifft their names forever imprinted on 
'lie tablet of South Carolina history. 
Many early battles for colonial su- 

etnacy agaiast France, Spain, and 
Kngland were fought in the coastal 
return of our state. This situation, to- 
Mher with frequent pirate raids 

.long the coast, did much to arouse 
great interest in military affairs at 
an early date. Among the interesting 
relic.* and trophies in possession of 
the 263d Coast artillery is the old 
flag of the Beaufort artillery. In 1861. 
during the battle of Port Royal this 
flag was torn to fragments by a fed 
eral shell. Later it was pieced to 
gether and carried by the Beaufort ar 
tillery throughout the remainder of 
the war. At the end of the conflict 
this flag was saved from surrender to 
General Sherman by a soldier who 
wrapped it around his body. It now 
hangs in the Confederate Relic room 
in the State House at Columbia.

The 118th infantry, known as the 
Palmetto regiment, is commanded by 
Col. Harry 0. Withington of Char 
leston. In all wars in which this regi- 
iment took part it won honor and 
glory. It can trace its history back 
to the American revolution in which 
the Kershaw Guards of Camden

fought gallantly. The famous Palmetto 
regiment really came into being dur 
ing the Mexican war when South 
Carolina was allotted one regiment 
as her quota. Thirty-six days after 
the president's request was received, 
the Palmetto regiment was ready for 
battle. Pierce M. Butler of Edgefield 
was its colonel. The regiment won im 
mortal fame in the battles of Churu- 
busco and Chapultepec, where it led 
the attack. After the South Caro 
linians faced the most terrific en 
filade fire from the Mexicans and en 
tered the gate of the City of Mexico, 
Lieut. Frederick W. Selleck of the 
Abbeville company, climbed to the top 
of the defence of the gate and there 
placed the Palmetto flag the firs! 
American banner within the City of 
Mexico. This flag, which was so gal 
lantly carried by the Palmetto regi 
ment in Mexico, is now on display 
in the Relic room at the State House 
in Columbia.

The Palmetto regiment can boast 
some of the oldest National Guard 
companies in the Utntefl States, The 
Kershaw Guards, ut Camden. was 
originated in 1775; the Washington 
Light infantry of Charleston, in 1807. 
The Sumter Guards, of Charleston, 
uiiginitted in the War of 1812; the 
Johnson Rifles, at Union. wa> or- 
«r:ni/c:i in 18-16; tht* Butler Guards, nf 
Croonvil!?. 'n 185.r»: and Ihe Cutawba 
Rifles, at Rock Hill, in 1877.

The South Carolina National Guard 
nlso includes the 178th Field artillery, 
the 105th Quartermaster regiment, 
and Company E of the 105th Medical 
regiment. Although the pre-ient 178th 
Field artillery, commanded by Col. 
Vevnon T. Anderson of Lyman is a 
comparatively new organization in the 
South Carolina National Guard, many 
units of this regiment saw service in 
the World war as the 115th Field ar 
tillery, This regiment has recently 
been reorganized by including the 
115th Field artillery and the 105th En 
gineers. The 105th Quartermaster reg 
iment, commanded by Col. James L.

Gontt of Charleston, trained together 
for the first time as a complete unit 
during the Third Army maneuvers in 
1938. Many of the officers and men 
of this splendid regiment also saw 
service in the World war.

The South Carolina National Guard 
has added to its strength during the 
past 12 months 54 officers, two war 
rant officers, and 1,000 enlisted men, 
bringing the total strength now to 220 
officers, three warrant officer*, end 
3,420 enlisted men. New units of Field 
artillery have been organized at 
Marion, Kingstree and Darlington. 
Coast artillery units have been pluced 
at Newberry, Bennettsville and Che- 
raw.

The general state of training 
throughout the South Carolina Na 
tional Guard is highly satisfactory. 
All units of the Guard attend train 
ing for two weeks or longer each 
year and hold weekly drills through 
out the year at their armories. The 
field training for the National Guard 
of South Carolina was for a pe 
riod of three weeks this summer. The 
118th infantry, 178th Field artillery. 
105th Quartermaster regiment, and 
Company E. 705th Medical regiment, 
participated in the Third Army 
maneuvers to be held in* Mississippi 
;tnd Louisiana Auqtist 4-24. 19*0. 
The 163-1 Coost nrtill ry spent its 
training period at Fort Moi'ltric. S. 
C., during the period! July 27-August 

19-10.

military equipment and training fa 
cilities.

Through the efforts of Adjutant 
General James C. Do/.ier and the co 
operation of the works progress ad 
ministration, a comprehensive pro 
gram of armory building has been 
launched. This statewide project, when 
completed, will be the greatest 
achievement of any adjutant general 
of South Carolina during his term of 
office. It will give the state a net 
work of handsome armories that will 
always reflect credit upon Lhe South 
Carolina National Guard. Twenty- 
eight armories have been completed 
in the state and are now occupied by 
units of the South Carolina National 
Guard. Besides this number, armories 
are under construction in the lol- 
lowing town*: West Columbia. Harts- 
ville. Darlington, Marion and Kings- 
tree Projects for the erection of 
armories have been submitted for 
the towns of Newberry. Camden, 
Cheraw, and Bennettsville. In each 
case where an armory has been 
erected, a valuable site has been 
deeded to the state by the various 
towns or by individuals, and amounts 
ranging from $4,000 to $7.800 for the 
employment of skilled labor have 
been cheerfully contributed. The to 
tal amount of federal funds and spon 
sors' contributions involved in the 
construction of these armories will be 
over $2.500,000. A most significant fact 
in connection with the construction of 
all of these armories is that the South 
Carolina general assembly has not 
been called upon by the adjutant gen 
eral to appropriate a single dollar. 
These imposing armories are a splen 
did asset 1o the towns in which they 
are located. They furnish ample facili 
ties for training of the National Guard 
and the storage of government equip- 
mcnt and also provide a comfortable 
and spacious civic center which can 
be used by the citizens of the town 
or community, when this does not in 
terfere with the training of the Guard-

For several years Camp Jackson. 
with an area of more than 20,000 acres, 
has been used as a training center 
for approximately 8,000 National 
Guard troops annually, including most 
of the South Carolina National Guard 
and troops from other states in the 
Fourth Corps area. The facilities of 
Camp Jackson were put in excellent 
condition through the untiring efforts 
of Gen. James C. Dozier and the 
works progress administration when a 
Mioject in the iimount of $154.980 way 
approved in 1938 and $15^.000 in 1939 
for repairs to all buildings, grounds, 
roads, water, sewer and liaht 1 ines. 
Many new buildings have been erect 
ed and the camp is now in excellent 1 
condition to adequately provide suit 
able training facilities for all troops 
coming to Fort Jackson to tram. 
The renovation and improve 
ments at the camp had much to 
do with UK being selected as a de 
sirable location for the winter train 
ing the Sixth Regular Army division, 
which was stationed her« during the 
winter months of 1939-40. The Eighth 
Regular Army division has recently 
been ordered to mobilize at Camp 
Jackson for field training and also 
the Thirtieth division of National 
Guard.

$17,000,000 Being Spent
Or., ir* , -; - ri.'. ' '.: P 1

On Defense Access Roads
More than $17,000,000 worth of ac 

cess roads leading to naval, military 
and defense industries in many parts 
of the country are now under con 
struction by a force of more than

principal road now connecting these J 
points, is being converted into a dual 
highway consisting of four 22-foot 
concrete strips extending a distance i

15,000 WPA workers, many engaged | of ,pproxiinitriy six miies from thej 
on around-the-clork schedules, ac- , , , . A , . . ' 
cording to Howard O. Hunter, WPA outskirts of the Cltv - A new brld«* 

I! commissioner. - over the Ortega river is included. 
On the basis cf a report covering The total estimated cost of the pro- 

|( operations as of May 1, Mr. Hunter, ject in WPA funds is $614.572, of 
s:iid there were 120 active project* which $93,116 had been spent up to 
in the program with a total value of) May 1. More than 200 men were em- 
WPA funds of $17,143,017. There were,; ployed on the project at that time and 
in addition, more than $3,700,000 worth i efforts are being made to complete 

[of projects, which had been approved!the work by August. 
but not placed in operation, and still; The 120 access roads projects 
more projects have been approved operating as of May 1 were dis- 
in the interim. Projects within naval tributed among 32 state*. Puerto Rico 

land military reservations and those and Hawaii. The largest state pro- 
lin the strategic highway system ar« ( gram was in Texas where there were 
fnot included. \n projects with a total valuation of 

Each of the projects has been cer- f S3.393.546 in WPA funds. California 
[tified by either the secretary of war had 13 project* costing S2.233.909;
[or the secretary of navy as important 
to the defense program, Mr. Hunter

Floridfl. 10 projects costing $2.257.397. 
and Massachusetts, eight project*-

said. In a number of instances crews costing $943.051. Total expenditures 
are being worked 24 hours a day, under the program on that date, 

| seven days a week, in order to speed totaled $2,675.835. while projects to| 
I completion of the jobs. The roada are the value of $.248,997 had been com-1
needed to facilitate Trailic ST army 
and navy reservations. airports.

pleted. 
(A table is attached showing, total!

i munitions and armament plants and estimated cost, expenditures and em- 
I simi'«r places. : ployment on individual access road 

Significance of the program was;projects operated by WPA as of May 
[emphasized recently by President,31. 1941 in South Carolina.) 
!Roosevelt's request to congress for an Beaufort. Hilton Head Island access!
immediate appropriation of $"* 25.000.000 
for work of this type. The president's

| message stated there were 204 areas,
, in which new access roads were ur 
gently needed. In many instances. Mr.

I Hunter pointed out. WPA already is 
at work on sites covered in the pro-

|gram outlined by the President,
The projects vary. Mr. Hunter said,

[from new construction of four-lane, 
high-speed highways to the widening 
and improving of existing dirt roads.
'in many instances bridges have to be
I strengthened or replaced, roadbeds 
widened or new surfacing applied

[which will stand up under the
I pounding of fleets of heavy trucks. 

Typical of the larger type of pro-
Ijects. he said, is an access road now 
being constructed to link the city of 
Jacksonville, Florida, with nearby 
Camp Bland ing and the Southeastern

I naval air base. State route 363, the

road to Camp McDougall, cost, $121,-] 
907, workers, 135.

Charleston, access raod to army | 
hospital, cost. $36,758, workers, 59

Berkeley, naval ammunition dump, 
cost $37.820, workers, 68.
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