
* IT

Miss Smith and Mrs. Heinitsh 
Are Clerks of TOD Courts Here

BY GITS GUAYDON

"They said it couldn't be done ..."
But two women who are running two principal courts which function 

In South Carolina's capital have proved that "they" were wrong; the two 
are Miss Frances Smith, clerk of the South Carolina Supreme Court, and 
Mrs. Agnes Walker Heinitsh, clerk of the Court of General Sessions and 
Common Plea*- ?nd the County Court of Richland County.

Miss Smith has her headquarters in the recently renovated rooms 
provided for the State's highest court in the east end of the ground 
floor of the State House, while Mrs. Heinitsh's offices encompass most 
of the third floor of the Richland County Courthouse at the corner of 
Sumter and Washington Streets.

Mrs. Heinitsh does not, however, spend a great deal of time in her 
offices becHus^ she is in the courtroom whenever any of the courts which 
operate in the two second-floor courtrooms are in session.

Miss Smith fan be found at her desk in the Supreme Court's hearing 
roum during thr week that the court meets here each month during the 
fall, winter and spitng.

Although thr clerks do not take part in the trials which are conducted 
In the counfy courthouse or the arguments which are heard before the 
Supreme Court, they have the great responsibility of seeing that the 
records whk-h are given to the judges are in proper order. Judges and 
lawyers alike have praised the efficiency of each of these cleiks and the 
accommodating manner in which each of them conducts her office.

Mrs. Heinitsh became the first female clerk of court for Richland 
County when she took office in September, 1956, following the death of 
Clarence E. Hinn&nt. Miss Smith became the first woman to serve the 
State's highest court as clerk in April, 19S9. She succeeded the late J. B. 
Westbrook who died shortly after he retired from the office which he 
bad held for ninny years.

But neither Miss Smith nor Mrs. Heinitsh assumed the high offices 
which they now hold without considerable "on the job" experience. 
Mrs. H»rnitsh. whose father, the late J. Frost Walker, first held the 
same post wliirh she now occupies in 18%, was almost born in the Clerk's 
office, for she began her work there in 1909. Miss Smith's association 
with the clerk's office of the Supreme Court began shortly after World 
War II endeH.

Exactly whM does a clerk of court do? Ask any lawyer and he will 
 ay: "Why, they run the courts."

Of owrse. »t is the judges who preside at court, make the rulings and 
hand down decisions. But it is the clerks who provide, the judges with 
the machinery and means of conducting the courts. Effirient clerks- 
such as Miss Smith and Mrs. Heinitsh can remove a considerable bur 
den from the shoulders of the judges.

In the Supreme Court, Miss Smith has the duty of filing, editing and 
sunervHing the publication of the opinions of that Couit. The Supreme 
Court is the state's only appellate court, and, unlike the trial courts 
which convene regularly in courthouses throughout South Carolina, the 
highest tribunal only considers cases which have already been tried in 
the circuit com Is or any county courts.

Generally the State's highest Court hears from 10 to 15 cases in its 
week-long sessions on<~c a month; two or three cases are usually heard 
each day. The transcripts ol records and briefs are filed and kept 
under Miss Smith's direction, and, after oral argument, the Court usually 
takes the case under advisement. On the basis of the arguments, written 
briefs and the research of the justices, opinions are subsequently handed 
Jown.

It is Miss Smith's job to see that the cases are properly docketed for 
hearing, that the briefs of the parties are filed within the limits required 
by the rules of the Court and that the opinions are given proper dissem 
ination upon ip'cipl hy her office.

One important function of the clerks is to keep rime on the lawyers 
when they g*»t up to speak. In the Supreme Court the lawyer who is 
making the appeal is allowed 30 minutes in which to open, and the opoos-

ing lawyer is given an equal time in which to present his argument. The 
appellant's lawyer has a final ten minutes in reply. On her desk there is 
a timer wh'<-h (ells the lawyer when his time is up.

"Most of hV lawyers who appear before the Supreme Court take the 
full time, even if that means repeating some of their argument." Miss 
Smith says. "Women are not the only people who talk too much and 
don't know whtn lo stop talking."

In the courts of which Mrs. Heinitsh is the clerk, no times are fixed 
by rule for arguments before either the judge or the juiy. At the judge's 
request the lawyers generally agree upon a time limit, and it is the 
clerk who must remind them when they have transgressed on their 
agreement

The two clerks have known each other for many years; Mrs. Heinitsh'* 
Bister, the late Miss Gertrude Walker, worked just down the hall from 
the Supreme Court in the office of the Secretary of State for many 
yeuis.

Although their work does not require them to meet often in person, 
the papers of which they are the guardians pass back and forth between 
th*-ni. Thus tne two women handle a large part of the paper work of the 
State courts in South Carolina's capital and any lawyer who knows 
how they handle their work will attest to use a clerk's term that Mis* 
Smith and Mrs Heinitsh know their work.
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What is the diff rence betw*»en 
a United States Court and a Mate 
tribunal?

The question Is one which has 
perplexed lawyers and judges 
alike, hot the Suorem*? Court of

Mrs.. Heinitsh, Mix* Smith,

the United Stales in an early opin 
ion said:

"The courts of the United States 
are all limited in their nature and 
constitution, and - have not the 
powers inherent in t-ouris existing 
by prescription or hy the common 
law."

Thus, although tl»e name would 
not imply it, UK* United States 
District Court over which Judge 
George Bell Timmcrman of Bates- 
burg presides in Columbia is a 
court of limited jurisdiction.

Those limits are set out in va 
rious statutes enacted by the 
Congress of Ihe United .States. But 

s these courts are nonetheless an 
important part of the judicial ma 
chinery within the State of South 
Carolina.

The Court which has general 
jurisdiction in South Carolina is 
the circuit court, presided over in 
Riehland County by Judge John 
Grimball; thirteen other judges 
have been elected to the posts of 
circuit judge throughout the State.
Tfi-'re are on the ulner hand only 
three United Stc.tes District 
judges, Jud#e Timm.Tman, Judge 
C. C. Wyche of Spartanburg and 
Juilt;e Ashton H. Williams of Char 
leston.

Thus on the criminal side, the 
United States District Court's 
cases are restricted largely to vio 
lations of the federal revenue laws | 
relating to liquor taxes and in 
come taxes, illegal interstate 
trans[K>rtation, thr- forging of 
United States treasury checks, 
fraud against the government and 
other crimes defined by the laws 
of the United States.

On the civil side, cases involv 
ing condemna tiiMi hy the United 
States are tried in the federal 
district court, and trie "greatest 
number of civil cases tried in the 
United States courts involve dis 
putes involving more than .*10,- 

bctween citizens of different
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courts will handle a common law 
crime such as criminal assault or 
murder where the criminal act 
took place on United Stales prop 
erty, but case*! involving military 
personnel are generally handled 
hy Courts Martial of the various 
branches of the service.

In the stale courts juries are 
selected from the citizens of the 
county in which the court sits. 
in the federal courts the jurors 
come from a mu-'h wider area. 
The federal courts hold term-* 
regularly in Aiken. Columbia, 
rtorence, Ordn^ebure; and Char 
leston in the Eastern District of 
that court, while -nt> Western Dis 
trict meets regularly in Gr 'en- 
wood. Anderson. Greenville. Spar- 
tanbur? and Rock Hill.

Thus the jurisdiction of the 
United States District Court i- * - 
fined by statutes enacted by bV 
Congress, while the state courts 
have general jurisdiction of all 
common law crimes and most 
civil actions.

PRINCIPAL STATE COURTS HERE

The Larger Trials Are Handled 
By Circuit and County Courts
South Carolina's newest circuit judge is John 

C rim ball, a Columbian elected last February as judge 
of the fifth circuit, made up of Richland and Ker- 
shaw counties.

Judge Grim hall, who has not yet presided over 
court in his home county, left a vacancy on the 
eounty delegation when he was elected earlier this 
year to the bench by the General Assembly. He had 
no opposition.

Known as Jack to his many friends both in and 
cut of the legal profession, Judge GrimbaU began 
nerving in the eighth circuit Abbeville. Greenwood, 
Laurens and New berry four days after his election.
He holds his first court in his home circuit May 2 
In Kershaw County and on June 6 starts a three- 
week term of criminal and civil court in Richland 
County.

Judge Grimball, 46, Is a veteran of World War IT, 
and holds medals for action in Europe. As an Army 
officer, his action on arriving at the Remagen, Ger 
many, bridge prior to his commanding officer's 
ci-der has received national recognition.

By Joe Barnett, Staff Writer for The State
Jovial Judge Legate Bates, senior Richland County 

judge, came to Columbia at the tender age of one in 
1899. He was born in North, South Carolina.

Judge Bates, who has never been opposed for elec 
tion to his post as senior county judge, has served 
since 1944, when he was appointed to aerve the un- 
expired term of the late Judge A. W. Holman.

Judge Bates was in the Second South Carolina 
Machine Gun Company in 1916 and served on the 
Mexican Border, returning to go into World War I 
and see service in France and Germany.

He had previously attended Clemson College and 
the University of South Carolina, and after the war 
he entered the University of South Carolina Law 
School, being graduated in 1924.

He went to Washington as executive secretary to 
former U. S. Sen. Cole L. Blease, and afterwards 
returned to Columbia. He practiced law and served 
two terms in the South Carolina legislature.

Judge Bates, as a matter of practice, handles only 
civil matters of the county court. As senior county 
judge, he is in charge of the administrative functions 
of the county court, which has jurisdiction in cases 
up to $10,000.

Richland County Judge John W. Crews this year 
is up for re-election, and when the Democratic pri 
mary filing deadline passed he had no opposition. 
A smiling man, he let forth with a big grin on dead 
line day.

Elected in the summer of 1956, Judge Crews, as 
a matter of practice, has become the county's crimi-' 
nal judge, generally staying away from civil mat 
ters although he has full county judge civil powers. '•

Judge Crews, who has practiced law for 12 years 
in Columbia, is a native of Laurens and a graduate - 
of the University of South Carolina Law School, class 
of 1914. The legislature, in 1956, set up the position, ^ 
then termed associate county judge, and that summer J. 
Judge Crews was elected over one opponent. [

He is a former special circuit judge, a former : 
deputy probate judge, former president of the county \ 
bar association, and served in the South Carolina 
legislature for four terms.

Judge Crews came to Columbia in 1909 and has   
lived in the Capital City continuously since then. He ;: 
was co-organizer and first president of the Columbia 
Civitan Club and has held office in many local civic ; 
and other organizations, including the presidency of ' 
the University of South Carolina Alumni Association.
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JUVENILE 
COURT

Handling probably the most va 
ried iwter in Richland County is 

| Judge John C ("Munch") DuPre, 
ige of the county's Juvenile- 

Domestic Relations Court.
Judge DuPre i offic* handles 

I everything from wayward young 
sters up through 16 to collecting 
alimony from wayward husbands, 
His court has concurrent juris 
diction with county court on adop- 

| tton, divorce, legal separation and 
S'tber matters.

I Judge DuPre, 49, is a native of 
Columbia and fe a graduate of Co- 
liimbin High School and the Uni-

____ Judge GrimbaU

venity of South Carolina. Ht 
studied law at USC lor two yean, 
afterwards finishing his work lor 
hie law degree at George Wash- 
toffton University In the Nation'1 
capita) in 1937. A veteran «i 
World War II, he went om 32

sfons M an aerial gomwr 
8th Air Force.

Judge DuPre was appointed 
the governor to the juvenile-do-l 
,mesttc relations bench bi 1963, and| 
ha« served and bee* real 
since.

Judge Baits

Other Courte
For matters in Richland County 

not going over #00 m fine* «r 
30 days in jail there are 15 judges 
 two of them for the Qty of Co 
lumbia and 13 for the county ai 
magistrates.

The city ha« two Judges, one far 
criminal matter* aty Recorder 
John I. Rice and one for traffic 
matter*, Traffic Judge T. Eaton 
Merchant.

Richland's 13 magistrates, alone 
with the areas they serve, are:

Wade Hampton Tumipseed, 
Blythewood; Bryan H. Lumpldn. 
part of Columbia; Louie W, Horns- 
by, Dutch Fork; F. C. Hill, East- 
over; F. M. Arant. Gadsden; J. 
R. Davis, Garners; A. E. Gam, 
Hopldns; L. W. Smith Jr., Kifflan; 
af. L. Adam*, Lykesland; H. H. 
Knox, Olympia; A. L. Jacobs, 
Ponttac; Benjamin F. Walker, Up 
per Township; and Cal H. Law- 
son, the Waverly section of Oohro- 
bia.

Judgt Crews
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PRORATE 

COURT
The Richland County probate 

fridge's office daily handle* cases 
from marriage to death.

Probate Judge A. Ray Hfimant, 
«, Mid his office staff handfe an 
matters pertaining to estates of 
deceased minors and mentally ffl, 
as well as issue marriage licenses 
 nd handle the 11 Confederate



pension* still . -j, _

Judge Hinnant, appointed to the
position June 8, 1955, and elected 
» 1958 without opposition to a 
four-year term, is a veteran ol 
World War II and served in Ko 
rea during the conflict. He was 
discharged in 1953 as a capiain. 
After returning to civilian life, ht 
resumed his taw studies at the 
University of South Carolina, 
passed hie bar exams hi Decem 
ber, 1956, and got his degree the 
next February.

A native of Richland County, he] 
 erved as » member of the coun 
ty delegation in 1948-50. He ill 
married to the former June Bel- 
linger, and they have two chil 
dren, 12 and 7.

Judge Him
THE

Griniball 
Gets S.C. 
Judgeship
COLUMBIA. S. C.   Iff   State 

Rep. John Grimball of Columbia 
was elected by the General As 
sembly Tuesday as judge of South 
Carolina's Fifth Judicial C -cuit.

Grimball, a son of retired Cir 
cuit Judge William ri. Grimball, 
will succeed Judge G. Duncan 
Bellinger who reaches retirement 
age on Feb. 18. Judge Bellinger 
completes 25 years on the bench 
this month.

The Fifth Circuit is made up of 
Kersha   and Richland counties. 
Circuit judgeships pay $14,000 an 
nually.

The General Assembly also 
re-elected Judge J. Hen John- 
soa of Allendale as judge of the 
14th Circuit. However, Judg*. 
Johnson is due to retire soon 
and State Rep. William L. 
Rhodes Jr. of Hampton L unop 
posed to succeed him.

Grimball was unopposed for the 
Fifth Circuit judgeship.

It was Rhodes who nominated 
; Judge Johnson for re-election. 
Counties in the 14th Circuit are 

, Allendale, Hampton, Colleton, Jas 
per and Beaufort.

i Also re-elected Tuesday were 
Associate Justice G. Dewey Oxner

| of the State Supreme Court and 
Circuit Judges T. B. Greneker of

i the llth Circuit and G. Ledger 
Baker of the 12th.

j Oxner, from Greenville, was 
named to a new 10-year term.

I The circuit judges were elected 
to four-year terms.

Circuit judges receive 114,000 
annually.
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