
The Background of 

THE HISTORY

of 

LANCASTER COUNTY

South Carolina

L

RADIO ADDRESS

On Friday, December 1. 1933, J. P. 
Richards of Lancaster. South Caro 
lina, gave the following address on 
the air at Station WBT. Charlotte. 
North Carolina, in the series spon 
sored by the South Carolina Econo 
mic Association, and was introduced 
by R. E. Hanna. of Cheraw, South 
Carolina, its President.

Lancaster County, prior to the Con 
stitution of 1868 known as Lancaster 
District, is bounded on the North by 
Union and Mecklenburg Counties in 
Nor*h Carolina. East by Lynches Riv 
er, separating it from Chesterfield 
County; South by Kershaw County, 
and West by the Catawba River, sep 
arating it from Chester, Pairfleld and 
York Counties. All of these counties 
were first settled mainly by emigrants 
from Scotland, Ireland and England, 
commonly called the "Scotch-Irish." 
Some came direct to Charleston first. 
but the greater part first to Pensyl- 
vania and then down through the 
Valley to Virginia, settling mainly in 
the Piedmont region of the two Caro- 
linas. They brought with them both 
preachers and teachers. The first 
church, as well as in the whole sec 
tion mentioned, erected in Lancaster 
County, was known as "Waxhaw" 
after a tribe of Indians of that name, 
which afterward mingled with the 
Catawbas. A small remnant of the 
Catawbas still linger on a "Reserva 
tion" provided by the State in this 
same section. Gen. McCrady, in his 
tory of South Carolina, says. "If the 
old St. Philips church was a part of 
the Constitution of South Carolina
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as Westminister Abbey was of the 
British Constitution, so around the 
old Waxhaw church in Lancaster, the 
first church above Orangeburg, was 
formed the settlement which gave 
tone and thought to the whole upper 
country of the State." He says fur 
ther in this connection, by way of 
tribute to the women of the settle 
ment. "An education, knowledge of 
things human and divine, they prized 
above all price in their leaders, teach 
ers, and preachers; they craved its 
possession for their husbands, broth 
ers and sons."

The Counties of Chester. Lancaster 
and York, were named after those in 
Pennsylvania and England, from 
whence they and their forebear had 
formerly lived. Among the ^arly 
settlers were Andrew Jackson. Sr. and 
family, the father of President An 
drew Jackson. He, with Gen. Wil 
liam R. Davie. founder of the Uni 
versity of North Carolina, lie in the 

 Waxhaw graveyard together with one 
of the early pastors, William Rich 
ardson, an uncle of Gen. Davie. after 
whom he was named. Other early 
settlers buried there are the Craw- 
fords, Witherspoons. Masseys. Crock- 
etts, Dunlaps. Posters. Lathans. Cou- 
sars. Harpers and many others. 
Among the famous men born in the 

9 County were President Andrew Jack- 
j* son. Governor and Senator Stephen 
* D. Miller, and Congressman James 

Blair. The County, in former years, 
was called "the land of Jackson. Mil 
ler and Blair." Patrick Calhoun, the 
father of John C. Calhoun. and Wil 
liam H. Crawford both were brought 
up near Waxhaw Church and John 
C. Calhoun attended the famous old 
field school there at that time.
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That President Jackson was born 
in Lancaster County has been set 
tled beyond all question. Ample re 
cords attesting the fact are on file 
in Columbia in the office of Mr. A. 
S. Salley, State Historian. The North 
Carolinians. some years ago, on hear 
say evidence, erected a monument 
near the highway. Later on. the Ca 
tawba Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution of Rock Hill 
erected a granite stone, suitably en- 
r.raved, on the site of his birth on the 
James Crawford place. So, it is a 
unique circumstance that the two 
states should erect monuments to one 
individual, marking his birth place. 
Dr. James Marion Sims, known in 
his time as the "father of modern 
gynecology" was likewise a native of 
the County. The greatest theologian 
of his time. Dr. James Heniy Thorn- 
well, Senior, married a lady of the 
County, and the Presbyterian church 
at Lancaster and Waxhaw were his 
first joint charges. Waxhaw church 
was the first-aid station for the 
wounded after the battle of Hanging 
Rock, August 6th. 1780. Buford's 
Massacre. May 29th. 1780. both in 
the County, and even battles as far 
away as Chester County. Capt. John 
McClure of Chester County, com 
mending a company known as the 
"Rocky Creek Irish," was carried 
from Hanging Rock to Waxhaw 
church and on to "Independence 
Square" at Charlotte, N. C.. where 
he soon expired. The wounded at 
the Buford Massacre were taken 
there. This massacre of Col. Bu 
ford's command by Tarleton, after 
he had surrendered, so stirred up the 
patriots that in future engagements

their slogan was "Remember Tarle- 
ton's Quarter."

From the days of Revolution to 
this the people of Lancaster County 
have been intensely patriotic. Her 
sons lavishly gave their blood for 
Independence during the Revolution, 
for the principle of States Rights in 
the Confederate War. and for their 
ideal and belief in Democracy during 
the Spanish-American War and the 
World War.

General George Washington, en- 
route from Camden to Charlotte, on 
May 27, 1791, travelled through the 
County on what was then known as 
the Charleston and Salisbury public 
road, now State Highway No. 26. He 
left the old James Ingram place, Just 
over the line in Kershaw county, at 
four o'clock in the morning, stop 
ping for dinner at "Nathan Barr's 
tavern." a mile or more north of 
Lancaster, the distance travelled be 
ing about fifteen miles. Resuming 
his Journey, he then stopped at the 
house of MaJ. Robert Crawford, north 
of Waxhaw Creek, where a delegation 
of the Catawba tribe of Indians met 
him to ask his help in the matter of 
a threatened invasion of their right 
to land which had been secured to 
them by treaty. Prom Barr's to 
Crawford's is about eight miles. Prom 
Crawford's he resumed his journey to 
Charlotte.

The then village of Lancaster was 
laid out in 1802. It was at one time, 
when a cross-road hamlet, called 
Barnettsville. Prior to the year I860. 
the greater part of the population 
and wealth of the county was West 
and North of the Town of Lancas 
ter near the Catawba River. Today 
the scene of the greater activity and
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development has shifted to the South 
and East.

The soil of the County is emin 
ently fitted for the growing of cotton, 
corn, and other grains, as well as for 
cover crops and for pasture. In 1882 
one hundred and eighty-two meas 
ured bushels of oats to the acre, 
which would be 209 25/26 bushels by 
standard weight, was harvested. The 
oats weighed thirty-seven pounds to 
the bushel.

The predominant type of soil is 
the cecil series, namely cecil clay, 
cecil silt-loam, cecil flne clay-loam, 
and cecil sandy loam. The farmers 
are learning the advantage of crop 
diversification and not raising so 
much of the boll weevil's delight. A 
better grade of cattle is being rasied 
on the farms and the dairy business 
advanced. The recent Lancaster 
County fair was an "eye-opener" as 
to the progress being made in an 
agricultural way.

The chief mineral resources are 
brick-clay, granite, molybdenite py- 
rite, and gold. The Haile Gold 
Mine in the extreme Southeastern 
section of the county, which began 
operation In 1829, has been the best 
mine in the State, both in quantity 
and quality of gold produced. It is 
said to have produced from 1829 to 
1908 about $3.500,000 in gold. It has 
not been in operation for several 
years. For two years it was worked 
chiefly for Pyrite, yielding 8,500 tons 
of Pyrite ore, averaging 48 per cent 
in sulphur.

There are large quantities of gran 
ite in the Southern section of the 
County, equal in value to the famous 
Winnsboro variety. At one time it 
was quarried and shipped in large
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quantities. Prom this granite, the 
handsome Confederate monument on 
the Court House square at Lancaster, 
surmounted by a soldier at arms rest, 
was carved.

The county has all varieties of tim 
ber, indigeneous to this section, chief 
ly long and short leaf pine predomi 
nating. Numerous saw mills are in 
operation.

Lancaster is Justly proud of her 
handsome and well equipped educa 
tion Institutions ,her high schools are 
turning out many pupils whose stand 
ing in the colleges reflect credit on 
the thorough instruction given. There 
are a number of modern high school 
buildings in the rural districts, as 
well as at the county seat, and at 
Heath Springs and Kershaw. The 
high school for negroes at Lancaster, 
controlled by white trustees, and 
superintended by a capable and in 
telligent superintendent, is doing flne 
work in industrial and domestic cour 
ses.

1'he principal towns in the county. 
In addition to the county seat, are 
Kershaw, Heath Springs and Van 
Wyck, and there are several other 
more or less thickly settled com 
munities.

Lancaster has paved streets on 
practically every street in the town. 
Three independent lines of rail road 
pass through the county, namely, a 
branch of the Southern from Mar 
ion, N. C. to Kingsville. S. C.. the 
Seaboard Air Line from Washington 
to Atlanta, and the Lancaster and 
Chester Railway.

The County is known as one of 
the leading textile counties in the 
South. Its employees come from 
this and adjoining counties and are

to the manor born. They are happy 
and faithful in their work and they 
are among the best of our citizen 
ship.

The largest of the mills is known 
as the Springs Cotton Mills, built by 
its first president, the late Col. Leroy 
Springs, in 1895. Prom a compara 
tively small beginning this plant has 
grown into one of the largest and 
most up-to-date In the world, with 
200.000 spindles and several thousand 
employees. Capt. Elliott White 
Springs, son of the mill's founder. Is 
its President today.

Another large cotton mill in the 
County is known as the Kershaw Cot 
ton Mills, near the city limits of 
Kershaw. The County has two large 
cotton seed oil mills, namely, the 
Lancaster Cotton Oil Co. of Lancaster 
and the Kershaw Cotton Oil Mill of 
Kershaw. The Catawba Fertilizer 
Company Is located near the city of 
Lancaster. We have a large plant 
for the manufacture of brick at Van 
Wyck. S. C., a large box factory at 
Heath Springs, as well as other 
smaller manufacturing plants.

One of the best semi-weekly 
newspapers in the State is the Lan 
caster News, published by Barton 
Bros, and Hudson, with a large cir 
culation. Another newspaper in the 
County until a few years ago, when 
a change in the County line placed it 
a short distance in Kershaw County, 
is the Kershaw Era, edited and pub 
lished by Capt. J. W. Hamel. for 
forty-two years continuously.

Old Lancaster County is Justly 
proud of not only her history, but of 
the spirit and determination shown 
by her sons and daughters while fac 
ing the problems of today.
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