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In 1683-5, Charles II, King of 
England, called the "Merrie Mon 
arch," granted to eight of his fa 
vorite noblemen, styled the Lords 
Proprietors, all that tract of land 
extending from Virginia on the 
north to the Gulf of Mexico on the 
south and westward to the South 
Sea. The grant was known as the 
Province of Carolina in honor of 
the regal donor.

The first permanent settlement 
within the present limits of South 
Carolina was made in 1670 at 
Charleston by English colonists un 
der William Sayle.

Within a few years the Lords 
Proprietors attempted to introduce 
a new system of government and 
form of social order called the fun 
damental constitution, drawn up by 
the celebrated philosopher John 
Locke. The order of the new no 
bility included landgraves, caciques 
and barons. Each nobleman was 
entitled to immense holdings of 
land in a savage wilderness and 
some baronies were actually sur 
veyed and settled by their owners. 
'Tis needless to state that the fun 
damental constitution was ulti 
mately rejected by the liberty-lov 
ing settlers of the Carolinas.

In 1729, the proprietors, finding 
their princely gift more of a lia 
bility than an asset, gladly re 
turned their vast possessions to 
the royal giver, and the same year 
the province was divided into North 
and South Carolina. The popula 
tion at this time was mostly lim 
ited to the seaboard region. Some 
years later a great tide of immi 
gration set in upon the interior and 
midland country from Virginia and 
Pennsylvania, from the British 
Isles and Continental Europe. The 
newcomers wert generally of the 
best class of immigrants, Scotch, 
English, Welch and French. They 
were according to creed Presby 
terians, Churchmen, Baptists and 
Huguenots. "These people were 
attracted to the colony not alone
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or chiefly by the fame of its broad 
and fertile valleys and the salubri 
ous climate, but above all else by 
the liberal and popular form of its 
government, especially by the free 
dom of religion."

South Carolina in its early his 
tory was divided into three dis 
trict Beaufort, Colleton and Cra 
ven, named in honor of certain of 
the Lords Proprietors. Craven, 
named for William, Earl of Cra 
ven, by far the largest in area, was 
bounded by North Carolina on the 
north, on the east by a line thirty 
miles from and parallel to the Cape 
Fear River, the Atlantic Ocean on 
the south and westward to the 
Santee River and its branches.

Craven District originally em 
braced York, Chester, Lancaster, 
Chesterfield, Marlboro, Georgetown, 
Williamsburg, Darlington and other 
county units, named for English 
kings, towns, soldiers and states 
men. Darlington took its name 
from the thriving City of Darling 
ton, birthplace of the modern rail 
road, Darlington to Stockton, twen 
ty-seven miles long. The line was 
opened for traffic September 27, 
1825, with George Stephenson as 
engineer.

The first settlement within the 
present limits of Darlington County 
was made at Long Bluff, on the 
banks of the Great Pee Dee River, 
in 1748, when, for sanitary precau 
tions, most of the early settlers, 
Welch from Pennsylvania, who had 
located on the east bank of this 
river, in the Welch Neck, in 1730-7, 
in what is now Marlboro County, 
removed to higher ground on the 
west side of the Pee Dee River.

This settlement never boasted a 
landgrave, a cacique nor a baron, as 
designed by the Lords Proprietors 
who owned the Province of Caro 
lina, but its early settlers were 
sturdy, pious, God-fearing folk who 
shortly after arriving in the prim 
eval forest felled trees, and erected 
a temple of worship, the Welch 
Neck Baptist Church, which organ 
ization has continuously ministered 
to the spiritual needs of posterity.

Here both a courthouse and jail 
were erected, where evenhanded 
justice was administered and pun 
ishment meted out in a manner 
well calculated to awe malefactors. 
On November 16, 1772, the first 
court sat at Long Bluff (prior to 
which time all rase1^ had been Med 
in Charleston, 135 miles distant). 
A "sessions sermon" was preached 
on the morning of the 16th by 
the pastor of the Welch Neck Bap 
tist Church.

Among the punishments pro 
nounced by the presiding judge

may be noted the following: A 
horse thief was sentenced to re 
ceive thirty-nine lashes, and to 
have his right ear cut off; a pris 
oner convicted of larceny was burnt 
in the hard; and a person charged 
with forgery, after trial, was sen 
tenced to stand in the pillory, and 
be publickly whipped.

In 1777, while the fratricidal 
strife of the Revolutionary War 
was at its height (the Pee Dee re 
gion had Tories in abundance), the 
settlers found time to meet and or 
ganize an educational society, the 
St. David's Society, named for the 
patron saint of their Welch for 
bears, and with practically no in 
terruption the academy still car 
ries aloft the torch of learning in 
trusted to its care many years ago. 
A subscription list of that era 
shows that the founders of St. 
David's Society were men of 
means and liberal givers.

St. David's Society, educational 
in its inception, may justly be called 
the mother of the Society Hill Li 
brary Society, founded in 1822, 
which, too, has survived the vicissi 
tudes of war, a monument to the 
intellect and progressiveness of the 
founders, some of whom were men 
of prominence. It contains upward 
of 2,000 volumes of the world's 
choicest contributions to literature. *

The name Long Bluff did not 
long survive the end of the Revolu 
tionary War, but was changed to 
Greenville in 1785, in honor of 
Gen. Nathaniel Greene. Later the 
name was changed to Society Hill, 
when, in 1798, the settlement was 
again moved, this time to the 
neighboring hills for health's sake.

The site of the schoolhouse was 
known as the Society's Hill, hence 
by easy transition the present name 
was obtained.

Never a populous place, the larg 
est number of white citizens has at 
no time exceeded 200 souls, yet the 
community has contributed a gen 
erous share of great and near- 
great men to county, State, and 
Nation. Witness the summary: 
Samuel Wilds, member of South 
Carolina House of Representatives, 
district solicitor, and judge of the 
circuit court; Alexander Mclver, 
district solicitor; the Rt. Rev. Alex 
ander Gregg, D.D., LL.D., bishop 
of Texas, and author of "Gregg*s 
History of the Old Cheraws;" Da 
vid R. Williams, member of the 
United States House of Represent 
atives, brigadier general in U. S. 
A., War of 1812, and Governor of 
South Carolina; Josiah J. Evana, 
judge of the ciricuit court and 
United States Senator; Henry Mc 
lver, districit solicitor and chief
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justice of the State Supreme Court; 
Major Gen. Robert K. Evans, U. 
S. A., World War; Major Gen. 
Campbell King, U. S. A., World 
War; J. Harvey Rogers, Ph.D., dis 
tinguished writer on economics, au 
thor of "America Weighs Its Gold," 
professor in the Yale faculty and 
a member of the President's "Brain 
Trust;" B. F. Finney, LL.D., vice 
chancellor of the University of the 
South; also seven college profess 
ors of superior attainments. Be 
sides these are officers now in the 
United States Army and Navy who 
trace their origin to this place and 
who carry on the traditions and 
ideals inherited from an honored 
ancestry.

Two names that belong to the 
Master Builders and Torch Bearers 
of their day are David Rogerson 
Williams and James Lide Coker, 
who as such have been singled out 
for special mention.

David Rogerson Williams
The subject of this sketch was 

born in Society Hill in 1776, two 
months after the death of his 
father. He received his elemen 
tary education within the walls of 
St. David's Academy, later at 
tended a preparatory school at 
Wrentham, Mass., where he pre 
pared for entrance to Rhode Island 
College, now Brown University. 
In his nineteenth year he returned 
to his plantation a.s he had learned 
"that his property w»s in debt and 
valueless and should be sold. This 
he declined, saying 'I will not buy 
another hat until my inheritance is 
redeemed.' He did not return to 
college in order to graduate, but 
the authorities recognized the good 
work done by the young man and 
in 1801 conferred on him the de 
gree of A.M."

HP way elected a member of the 
United States House of Represent 
atives from 1805-13, except the 
term 1809-11, when he busied him 
self with neglected plantation du 
ties. In politics Congressman Wil 
liams was a Democrat. "He was 
characterized by simplicity, candor, 
courtesy and moved by no ignoble 
motives."

He was appointed a brigadier 
general by President Madison in 
the United States Army during the 
War of 1812 and served on the Ca 
nadian border. Upon his resigna 
tion from the army in 1814 he was 
elected by the South Carolina Leg 
islature Governor of the State by 
an overwhelming vote. When a 
messenger was sent to inform him 
of his election, the general was 
found near Society Hill driving his
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own wagon, which caused him to be 
characterized as "the Cincinnatus 
of Society Hill."

He continuously practiced scien 
tific farming, his life vocation, on 
his extensive acreage in the valley 
of the Great Pee Dee, built five 
miles of dams to prevent the fresh 
ets in the river from destroying 
his crops (which enterprise pro 
voked witnesses of his efforts to 
mirth >, erected one of the first cot 
ton mills in the State, the first cot 
ton seed oil mill in the world.

These mills were operated by 
water power and employed slave 
labor under whitie supervision. 
This in itself was quite an inno 
vation in the manufacturing world, 
but results justified the departure. 
He was the first user of mules for 
agricultural purposes in South 
Carolina. He operated a line of 
boats on the river, using mules as 
the motive power; this project was 
of short duration, for Fulton's 
steamboat was even then in the 
making.

General Williams was elected to 
the State Senate in 1824. His resi 
dence, known as "The Factory," 
was a home of genuine refinement 
and culture, where open-handed 
hospitality was lavished upon rich 
and poor alike. In 1827, Martin 
Van Buren, later elected President 
of the United States, was a guest 
under "The Factory" roof tree. 
While superintending the erection 
of a bridge over Lynche's Creek at 
Witherspoon's Ferry, he was killed 
by the falling of heavy timbers, 
November 17, 1830.

James Lide Coker, 1837-1918
And yet another name to add to 

the already long list of native sons 
who have done worthwhile things 
for county and State: Major J. L. 
Coker, of Hartsville. He was born 
at Society Hill, received his ele 
mentary training in St. David's 
Academy, his collegiate education 
in the South Carolina Military 
Academy and his post-graduate 
work under the great Agassiz, re 
nowned naturalist, at Harvard. 
'Tis little wonder that Major 
Coker became a doer of deeds.

He was a gallant Confederate 
soldier who limped painfully back 
home from the bloody heights of 
Gettysburg, repulsed but not con 
quered, to start life anew, who 
amassed a fortune, fathered the 
town of Hartsville, established the 
Welch Neck High School, founded 
and endowed Coker College fov 
women, operated a successful bank 
and the largest department store in 
the State, helped to build a Bap 
tist Church, led a long and con-

sistent Christian life and reared a 
family of children who still "carry on."

J. L. Coker, Jr., erected a paper 
mill, the first in the State, to make 
paper from pine wood.

D. R. Coker established and op 
erates a pedigreed seed farm, 
where, by careful selection and 
planting, he has grown seeds of a 
superior strain, the use of which 
by our farmers has added much to 
the material wealth of the county.

C. W. Coker founded the Sonoco 
Products Company for the manu 
facture of paper cones for use in 
cotton factories.

W. C. Coker, Ph.D., the profes 
sor of botany in the University of 
North Carolina, is a nationally 
known educator, author of several 
works upon subjects in his chosen 
field of effort.

Match this record, ye listeners, 
if ye can!

Our men, always patriotic, did 
their full share of fighting in the 
three major wars that have been 
waged by our country, but rose to 
heroic heights when, following the 
close of the Civil War and its 
aftermath the period of Recon 
struction, under the leadership of 
the immortal Wade Hampton, they 
fought for the very preservation 
of their civilization and took back 
the government from the "Carpet 
baggers" and "Scalawags," who, 
for eleven long years, had misgov 
erned this fair State, bankrupted 
its treasury and engaged in an 
orgy of living such as had never 
before disgraced our Common 
wealth.

Our gallant men and glorious 
women bravely accepted the arbit 
rament of the sword and at once 
busied themselves in the task of 
rebuilding their wasted fortunes  
slaves freed, homes burned, farms 
devastated, wealth dissipated, all 
lost save honor and a determina 
tion "to come back." Look around 
today and you sec a wonderful 
transformation, once more a pros 
perous and contented people in 
habit our county.

With this introduction as a suit 
able background for my address on 
Darlington County, let's to our 
mutton. In 1785, when the seat of 
justice was removed from Society 
Hill, the present site of the Town 
of Darlington was merely the in 
tersection of two roads. The orig 
inal county was of ample area, 95o 
square miles, but since then two 
generous contributions have been 
made toward the formation of yet 
other counties.

Darlington County, devoid of the 
vast wealth in minerals, building

material, natural gas and petrol 
eum, water power showered by 
Dame Nature upon other more fa 
vored regions of our broad domain, 
has had to depend in the main 
upon her agricultural pursuits as a 
means of livelihood for her citi 
zens. Its earliest crops naturally 
were such as supplied the settlers 
with their daily sustenance. Later, 
.staple crops, such as cotton and to 
bacco, were cultivated as the chief 
money crops. Cereals, fruits, vege 
tables, hogs, poultry, dairying 
supply a modern diversification. 
Manufactures, too, have added to 
the income of our industrious citi 
zens.

Among industrial plants in Dar 
lington are a cotton mill, oil mill, 
chair factory, veneer plants, lum 
ber plants, roller mill for manufac 
turing (flour, meal and feed), ice 
plant; a clay products company is 
located at Society Hill. In Harta- 
ville may be noted a cotton fac 
tory, paper mill, paper products, 
lumber mills, furniture factory, ice 
plant, cotton seed oil mill, fertili 
zer plant, two pedigreed seed 
farms, several modern dairy farms, 
one public hatchery. Two railroads 
(A. C. L. and S. A. L.), with com 
bined mileage of 116 miles, and 
numerous trucks supply the county 
with ample transportation facili 
ties. Three bus lines cater to fast 
passenger service, north and south, 
while traversing the magnificent 
hard-surface roads of the county.

Darlington County is situated in 
the Pee Dee section of South Caro 
lina, near the northeast corner of 
the State. The county now has an 
area of 605 square miles. It lies 
entirely within the Coastal Plain 
of the Atlantic Seaboard. "The 
present land area has been built up 
by the sediment that rivers have 
brought down from the mountains 
and deposited on the old sea 
floor."

The climate is mild and agree 
able, with enough rainfall to favor 
a wide diversity of crops. There 
is a gradual change of temperature 
from winter to summer with no 
great excesses of heat or cold. The 
mean annual temperature is 62.3 
degrees. Average annual precipi 
tation, 45.3 inches. Average ele 
vation of the entire county above 
sea level is 184 feet.

Soil There are thirty different 
types of soil in the county, of 
which number ten have been map 
ped by the United States Depart 
ment of Agriculture, Bureau of 
Soils, giving farmers an excellent 
idea of what to plant in certain 
areas; 96.3 per cent of the soil
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ranges from sand to sandy loam; 
the remainder is swamp.

Timber This county is all but 
depleted of its once magnificent 
pine and hardwood forests and but 
little effort is being made to re 
store them. Darlington County is 
a well-watered region, possessed 
of numerous rivers, creeks, 
branches and abundant sub-surface 
water waiting to be tapped to sup 
ply excellent drinking water and 
water for manufacturing purposes.

Education The schools of the 
county have a high standing 
among the schools of South Caro 
lina. There is no longer in use in 
the county a single one-room 
schoolhouse for white pupils and 
there is a gradually lessening num 
ber for colored pupils. Among 
other signs of progress may be 
noted the consolidation of small, 
weak schools into a well-equipped 
central school plant with superior 
faculties and use of school buses 
to transport pupils who have too 
long a distance to travel to reach 
the school otherwise. Recently, 
owing to unavoidable circum 
stances, it has been necessary to 
lessen the number of teachers and 
increase the teacher load of pupils. 
Compulsory school attendance is 
still a dream of the advanced edu 
cators of this county.

Nearly half the cultivated acre 
age in the county is devoted to the 
production of cotton, 95 per cent 
of which is of the staple variety, 
long fibre cotton. In the value of 
farm products Darlington stands 
sixth in the State, whereas in man 
ufactured products it stands well 
below the middle of the forty-aix 
sister counties. "Diversification in 
crops and industries is largely a 
matter of education and the county 
as a whole is at a standstill.

"One of the greatest needs of 
the county is greater industrial 
development. Our agricultural life 
needs to be balanced with manu 
facturing activities. It has ade 
quate transportation, abundant 
available raw materials, sufficient 
number of intelligent workers."

Our citizens, as a rule, are God 
fearing folk, which fact is amply 
attested by the many flourishing 
churches and Sunday schools.

The relation between the races is 
all that could be desired. It can 
truthfully be said that in Darling 
ton County there is no race prob 
lem awaiting solution it has 
solved itself in gentle tolerance 
and mutual cooperation. A record 
to be proud of, Darlington County 
has never been disgraced by a 
lynching.
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