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CATAWBA'S FALLS 
NEXT TO NIAGARA

Development of Great Water 
Power by the Southern Power 
Company Means Much for Ches 
ter and adjoining towns.

The value of water power has 
long been recognized by men 
who are ever on the hunt for 
the resources that have been 
hidden by dame nature for cen 
turies. Among the many things 
of commercial and industrial 
importance is -water-power. For 
a long time there was located 
along streams mills turned by 
water, and thus in a limited way 
man knew the power of wate* 
and utilized it. Many of the 
best stories in our books are wo 
ven around some old mill by 
some stream, where the corn 
wa.s ground into meal and the 
wheat into flour. At some suit 
able places a mill would be 
erected and then from miles a- 
round the farmers would bring 
their corn and wheat to be 
ground and in the old times it 
was aften a matter of several 
days to go to a mill and back. 
Thus serving: merely as a home 
industry, serving the immediate 
neighborhood these old mills 
were important factors in the 
home life of our fathers.

But learned men had known 
for some time that water was 
destined to be of far greater 
use in a manufacturing way. 
After the discovery and experi 
ments with electricity man 
turned his attention once more 
to the water power and asked 
why this should not be used to 
generate electricity. In answer 
to this question we have today 
tremendous water powers de 
veloping an immense amount of 
electricity, furnishing power to 
light cities and towns many 
miles away, and power to run 
factories and all kinds of in 
dustrial enterprises. The Niagara 
Falls arc world renowned and 
the power that is generated there 
is vast, serving hundreds of ci 
ties and towns and all kinds of 
manufacturing enterprises. Thus 
along with Niagara water powers 
all over the country were de 
veloped and are today doing 
more than any other one thing 
in bringing foreward the manu 
facturing interests.

The Catawba Palls has long 
been recognized an a great 
water-power. Jt has been the 
saying for years that it i« the 
best -water-power in the United 
State* outside of Niagara Falls. 
Surrounding the falls on all 
^ides is a fine farming country. 
Many "f thr> best people in the

mong the first settlers in the 
upper part of the State were 
some Scotch immigrants who 
settled at the mouth of Rocky 
Creek where the Southern 
Power company now has a dam. 
Lord Cornwallis, the commander 
of the British forces in South 
Carolina during the Revolution 
ary was, recognizing the im 
portance of this location built a 
fort here and had his headquar 
ters in this fort for some time. 

Before the days of railroads, 
when all the traveling was done 
either over dirt roads or by 
water, the State of South Caro 
lina attempted and did build a 
canal around Catawba Falls so 
that boats could come higher up 
the river. In those days water 
was the easiest and quickest 
means of communication and for 
that reason the State dug this 
canal so that this secion of the 
country could get the benefit of 
maritime commerce. About $.'(,- 
000,000 was spent on this work 
and for years boats came up the 
river and regular trade was car 
ried on. But the river is not deep 
at this point and only small boats 
could come up this far. Con 

sequently as soon as railroads
were built the trade by river 
fell off and after a few years 
the canal was abandoned. The 
first few years following the 
building of the canal the coun 
try at this point was thickly 
settled and much trading was 
carried on. The old lock keeper's 
house is still standing, being used 
now as a club house.

For a period of about 50 years 
the Catawba Falls and the canal 
that the State had built were left 
desolate and abandoned. People 
moved to other sections nearer 
railroads and this region assumed 
very much the condition in which 
it was found by the white man.

For years it was the custom to 
hold a picnic at the falls on the 
first Saturday in May and on this 
occasion crowds would come 
from all the adjoining countries 
and often from distant States. 
In this way the fallls were kept 
before the eyes of the world and 
many knew of the fine water- 
power that was lying waste and 
undeveloped.

The Catawba Falls about 25 
miles from the city of Chester, 
in the eastern part of the coun 
ty. The nearest railroad point 
for many years was Fort Lawn, 
on the Lancaster & Cheater, 
which is 12 miles from the falls. 
Just where the Southern Power 
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second power house three coun 
ties, Lancaster, on the east side 
of the river, Fairfield, on the 
southside of Rocky Creek, and 
Chester on the noith side of 
Rocky Creek join-

With the wonderful prosperity 
of the South and seeing that the 
section was on the eve of a great 
growth, a company, mostly of 
Northern capitalists was formed. 
Dr. Gill Wylie, a Chester man, 
born and bred, and who has a- 
chieved great fame in the medi 
cal world in New York City, 
which is now his home, waa 
elected president. The company 
went to work and bought land 
on both sides of the river ad 
joining the falls. It was not until 
thousands of acres of land had 
been bought and everything 
ready to begin work that the peo 
ple realized that the Catawba 
Falls power wa.s to be developed. 
But the company did not begin 
their first work here. A dam was 
built across the river a little be 
low Fort Mill and a power house 
erected. After finishing this work 
the Southern Power company be 
gan work on the dams at Great 
Falls.

Just at the head of the old 
canal the river was divided, 
forming an island. A dam was 
thrown across the river on the 
west side of this island and the 
water turned into the old canal. 
At a convenient place for a pond 
on this canal another dam was 
huilt and a power house erected. 
It is the intention to throw a 
dam across the river on the east 
ern side of the land and turn all 
the water into the canal. Two 
miles below the first power 
house another dam is being built 
and another power house will be 
installed.

In March of 1907 of this same 
year the Southern Power com 
pany completed a 32,000 horse 
power plant at Great Falls on 
the Catawba river, about 20 
miles from Chester. In a year 
from date this company expects 
to have completed another de 
velopment of the same capacity 
one and three-quarter miles 
lower down, and when this plant 
is completed a third development 
will be made five miles further 
up, making a total at this point 
along of about 80,000 horse 
power. They are also developing 
a 10,000 horse-power plant on

the Broad river within trans 
mitting distance of Chester. This 
company will have a total of 
160,000 horse-power on the Ca 
tawba and Broad rivers. They 
are supplying power at present 
to 64 cotton mills and propose 
to furnish all cotton mills in 
their territory with electric 
power. Two of the main Bteel 
tower transmission lines now 
under construction will pa*

3 la I ion will be located.
It has been asserted that the 

South's greatest asset and advan 
tage consists in its numerous 
water powers situated through 
out the cotton producing and 
cotton manufacturing district. 
Until within the last few years 
this enormous power, which is 
over 2, 000,00-0 hnrse-powor, has 
been dormant. This was due in 
part to the attitude of the mill 
men who, although the reli 
ability, convenience and economy 
of the electric drive had been 
demonstrated in several instan 
ces, still looked upon it with 
distrust, and in part to the mis 
taken idea that power could be 
produced from coal cheaper than 
purchased from a hydroelectric 
company. But their feelings in 
this respect have recently under 
gone a change, a fact which capi 
talists were not slow to note, and 
at present not one mill in the 
vicinity of the lines of the 
Southern Power company is in 
stalling st^am engines.

This company has been in 
operation about three years, but 
the mere fact that they have, 
today contracts with 04 cotton 
mills and that almost all he old 
mills in the vicinity of their lines 
are laying aside .steam engine 
and installing the electric drive 
goes a long way to prove the reli 
ability and cheapness of electric 
power.

Their policy to build such sub 
stantial duplicate transmission 
lines to each large center of dis 
tribution that no ordinary acci 
dent can interrupt the service

has contributed in a great mea 
sure to the confidence placed in 
them by their customers.

Quite a little colony has grow* 
up around here. There is a go«d 
hotel at both the upper and IOW«T 
works, a commissary, postoffice, 
offices of the superintendent and 
houses for the employees and 
their families. Besides the white 
population which is considerable, 
there are close to a thousand ne 
groes, in employment of the 
company. The negroes live in 
cabins scattered along the river. 
The cabins are not all built to 
gether the idea being to divide 
the negroes as to keep down 
trouble. The system employed by 
the company is welt calculated to 
decrease the spirit of rowdiness 
among the blacks. If a man works 
all week he is paid off on Satur 
day night. Now most of this kind 
of labor with H few dollars in its 
pocket win not be ready to work 
on the following morning. If a 
negro is not at work on Monday 
and does not commence until 
Tuesday then he is not paid until 
the next Monday night. The idea 
is that he has to work six days 
before he is paid a cent. In this 

i.»- tji» number of negroes
.a surprisingly small.

The company keeps two poli< •>•- 
men to preserve order. It is the 
idea of the company to have a 
special magistrate appointed for 
them. They say that much time 
is lost by going to the nearest 
magistrate who is about five 
miles away and then too the 
presence of a magistrate would 
tend to lessen the rowdies.

The immense plants which the 
Southern Power company ia now 
building argues well for the 
public of this section. It means 
that the placing of this power in 
our city will tend to make this a 
great manufacturing company.
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