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Bits of Authentic Chester 
County History; Article 1

MOUNT PLEASANT 
COMMUNITY

The earliest church in the Mt. 
Pleasant Community was the Pres 
byterian Church. From the Be- 
the I'Presbytery record, John Boyd, 
William Stringfellow and Allison 
Hope represented this church at 
various Presbyteries. In 1842 the 
church was dissolved by a commis 
sion on Octoiber 6, of that year.

About this time there seems to 
have been a great emigration from 
this section of Chester county 
westward. The Stringfellows 
went to Georgia. The Boyd fami 
ly in 1856 to French Corinth, Mis 
sissippi. The Dowlings went to 
Corinth at this time (in another 
article see Chester, Mississippi 
named by emigrants for Chester, 
South Carolina, article from Choc- 
tanr county, Mississippi, dated Au 
gust 8, 1942. The site of this first 
church is Liberty Baptist Church 
and was owned 'by the Methodist 

JiaDtist Church bought

The second organization began 
with the preaching of Rev. W. W. 
Eatchford in a brush arbor, a half 
mile from the present church a- 
bout 1878 and continued until the 
church was organized in Decem 
ber, 1881. Two of the charter 
members are living, T. J. Robbing 
for 60 years superintendent of 
Sunday School and Miss Laura 
Roibbins. Other members were the 
Gastons, Kirkpatricks, Loves, San 
ders, Dallas, Johnson.

The Church remains a commun 
ity center. In recent years the 

i building has been remodeled. Five 
Sunday school rooms have been 
remodeled. The cemetery close 
by has a substantial fence.

Note: A school close by, a 
school bus that brings advanced 
pupils into High School, and a re 
cently paved highway indicate that 
this rural community will continue 
to function. More acceptably to 
it's rural inhabitants. Mt. Pleas 
ant is about 12 miles west of Ches 
ter across Turkey creek and Sandy 
River bordering on York county.

DANIEL GREEN STINSON, 
HISTORIAN

Daniel Green Stephenson (Stin 
son) the 'Scotish vernacular for 
Stephens»n, used on 'Rocky Creek 
in 'Chester county son of 
William Stephenson and Eliza 

beth Wyhe Stephenson was born 
May 1, 1794. He married Esther 
Gaston from an illustrious family 
in Chester county. Of their nine 
children, four grew to womanhood. 
Two of these married AjR.P. mini 
sters. Jane married Eev. Matt 
hew J. 'Elder and Melissa married 
Rev. Laughlin McDonald. J. Ed 
ward McDonald of the firm of 
Macaulay and McDonald is the 
grandson of Melissa Stephenson 
McDonald. Eliza married Samuel 
J. Lewis of 'Rodman. Their daugh 
ter, Margaret, married John M. 
Bell, a leading citizen and presi 
dent of the Chester Telephone 
Company. Lewis Bell and Charles 
Bell are also members of the firm. 
Daniel Stinson Bell, a young 
teacher, lost his life in an explo 
sion caused by leaking gas pipe in 
1933. Lewis and Charles Bell 
are great-grandsons of Daniel 
Green iStinson. Martha also mar 
ried 'Samuel J. Lewis, the nephew 
of Eliza's husband.

Daniel 'Green tStephenson was a 
fine local historian. He rendered 
invaluable services to Mrs. Eliza 
beth F. Ellet, in writing the third 
volume of "The Women of the 
American Revolution." He also
wrAtJgi.-fty- request of Lyman C. 

T5raper," tfie hwtbry of the TJattfe 
of King's Mountain, so far as it 
was participated in by South Caro- 
linians. He also wrote the "His 
tory of Preabyterianism in South 
Carolina," for How*. 'He has left 
on record in the Yorkville (South 
Carolina) Enquirer, of October 2, 
1879, a biographical sketch from 
which we learn much of his history. 
I especially, and as for that, all the 
descendants of the Fourth, are 
under lasting obligations to his 
memory for the family history he 
has left on record, without which 
thousands of us would be in totfel 
darkness as to our genealogical 
history** 1 While we observe some 
errors into which he has fallen, we 
respect his memory the more high 
ly for his effort in that direction, 
knowing that he did his best for 
us. He did so much better than 
any one else did that we can read 
ily excuse any apparent error in 
his writings. *He was for many 
years & faithful and efficient pub 
lic officer in Chester county, 
South Carolina. He was a farm 
er of large means, always kind and 
lenient to his slaves. He kept a 
bill of sale for some negroes his

father bought in the year 17'.',. 
This paper was lost atbout the 
time the negroes were freed-1865. 

Norman Elder, a grandson of 
Daniel Green Stinson, reared a 
family in Columbia. He was a 
well educated man and head clerk
of a large business firm in Colum 
bia.

EMIGRATION OF THE 

STEPHENSON3

dedication ofAs shown in the 
tlie book, Tne Stephenson Fami 
ly", the emigration began in Scot 
land through Pennsylvania to 
South Carolina to Tennessee (and 
Alabama) and westward.

DEDICATION
Tj Martha Ann Tyler, nee Step 

henson, of Mount Hope, Alabama, 
to grandmother and great-grand 
mother, and Margaret Melissa 
Bell, nee Lewis of Rodman, South 
Carolina, a young mother, both 
direct descendants of Henry Step 
henson, of Roxburgh County, 
Scotland, and Kobert Stephenson, 
of County Antrim, Ireland, and 
William Stephenaon, a Revolution 
ary soldier of Chester County, 
_South Carolina, 1776, the form 
er through Hugh W. Stepheuson, 
of Maury County, Tennessee, and 
Rev. John Canrpbell Stephenson 
of Mount Hope, Alabama, and 
the latter through Daniel Green 
Stephenson (called "Stinson"), oi 
Chester County, South Carolina, 
and Eliza C. Lewis, nee Stephen- 
son, of Rodman, South Carolina, 
this little book is respectfully de 
dicated.

(Written in 1941)
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Joshua Hilary Hudson
Joshua Hilary Hudson, an Up- 

countryman of Virginian extrac 
tion, was the orphaned son, along 
with six or seven brothers and sis 
ters, of a village tailor in Chester. 
His mother was desperately poor, 
but the child grew up to win a 
scholarship and lead the class of 
1852 in the South Carolina Col 
lege, then to be a Confederate of 
ficer, a circuit judge, a "Bourbon 
Democrat," and Aristocrat. In all 
South Carolina was no man more 
respected for integrity and intel 
lectual independence or more ad 
mired for sound learning. Short 
and stocky of build and bearded 
he wore a Prince Albert coat, low 
quartered shoes, white socks, and 
a silk hat, "beaver" it was called, 
carried a gold-headed cane and a 
red bandana handkerchief. He 
was presiding at court in Charles 
ton. On a Thursday evening he was 
invited to supper by one of the 
leaders of the bar and on the fol 
lowing Saturday by another. 
When he appeared on Thursday 
evening in his frock tail at his 
friend's house he found him and 
ten other lawyers attired in even 
ing dress, swallowing tails. It 
was a delightful dinner. Next 
morning early the Judge went bo 
Charleston'! principal tailor and 
ordered a "claw-hammer" suit, 
"And you must have it ready," 
 aid he, "by Saturday afternoon, 
I shall ne«d it Saturday night."

"Why, Judge," said John Rug- 
heimer, "I can't have a suit for 
you by tomorrow afternoon ; that's 
less than a day and a half."

"Oh, yes, you can," mid the 
Judge. "I've got to have it, hire 
extra tailors, hire all the tailor* 
in town, take my measure, add ten 
dollars to the prke. I mast have 
the suit, John !"

The suit was ready, and the 
Judjre appeared in it. He was a 
gentleman unabashed no matter 
what his attire, he looked well in 
a swallow-tail   and the other law- 
yen*, most of whom had been 
guests at the Thursday supper, in 
difference to him, were attired in 
Prince Alberts!

"Well", said the Judge to a 
snd next day, "it ie no use for a 

countryman from Bennetteville to 
try to keep up with the fashions of 

iese Charlevtoniana." 
Hudson Says Df*p«ii»ary Lair

The law (dispensary) was at

lached in the courts, state and 
federal. 'Circuit Judge Joshua H. 
fludson declared it unconstitution 
al <he was one of the ablest of the 
lodges) an<l said to a friend as he 
signed the decree that It was his 
official death-war rant. 'He was 
right in that In midsummer of 
18»4 the State Supreme Court de 
cided the law unconstitutional.

About 1&96 an Act was passed 
authorizing the -establishment of 
separate beer dispensaries. The 
>eer dispenser divided a storeroom 
with a flimsy partition into two 
rooms with an open door between 
them. In one they sold the beer. 
One bought a bottle of beer in one 
room and with a friend split it in 
the other. Judge "Josh" Hudson 
was by this time a state senator, 
and he told the Reform and the 
dispensary senators flatly that 
they were violating their constitu- j 
tion but were at last enacting a i 
temperance measure. He was 
right again.

Hudson, A Bourbon Democrat
The Bouifoon democrats were 

plain men of simple tastes and 
without exception, poor. They 
were to be described as aristocrats, 
and aristocrats, they were in the 
virtues.

What these Bourbons accomp 
lished was with annual state reve 
nues of less than one million dol 
lars, of which a third went to the 
payment of the interest on the 
state delbt. The Governor's com 
pensation was thirty-five dollars 
and a house, and the other state 
officers received twenty-one hun 
dred dollars. They seemed great 
sums. ___

In all counties were these Bour 
bon democrats, including Joshua 
Hilary Hudson (Cheater born) 
from Union.
Ck«*Ur South Carolina Cml(r*nU 

Camp MMti»v at Old t*ba»M
Founded by Rev. William A. 

Gray in the year of our Lord 1640, 
Lebanon church and camp ground 
is a place where a spirit of rever 
ence lingers, where hospitality a- 
bound* and fellowship and worship 
mingle together in true Southern 
style. Located three miles South 
of Chester, Miss., and three miles 
West of Acker man, Lebanon has 
lone been * known a* a meeting 
place for religious and social en 
joyment

When the church was organised 
more than a hundred years ago, 

Arifrin*! membership con 

sisted of John Pilcher from Salem 
church, Union District, South 
Carolina; Elizabeth Pilcher, John 
Collins, Rebecca Collins, all of the 
same place, Archibald Gordon 
from Cane Creek, South Carolina; 
William and Jane Smith, and Mo- 
linda Gordon, and their servant 
Sarah, all of Mt Pleaaant, Chester 
South Carolina;. David and Nancy 
Huffman, David and Elizabeth 
Boyd, all of May haw, Oktibbeha 
County, Mississippi; William Nan 
cy, and Ann McMillan, of Leban 
on, Pairfield County, South Caro 
lina.

After the church was organized 
the first elders were John Pilcher, 
William Smith and David Boyd. 
Other substantial members joining1 
the church during its early days 
were William and James Love, 
James Cameron and Joseph Bow- 
en. In 1894 Rev. L. B. Gaston
was moderator. »' 

In 1&60,_John and Elizabeth \ 
Pilcher deeded by gift five acres of 
land, on which the church and 
cemetery are located, to John Col-. 
line, James Love and James Cork, I 
trustees. In 1839 S. E. Moes deed, 
ed additional property consisting! 
of over three acres, to James Me-1 
Govern, E. Love and R. H. Kil- j 
Patrick and T. J. Boone, Elders. [

Due to the fact that the com 
munity was thinly settled and these 
grand old pioneers of Choc taw 
County felt the need of an en 
campment for the purpose of hold 
ing a protracted meeting for them 
selves and their slaves, tents were 
erected around Lebanon church in
its natural setting of beautifuli- 
trees, and convenient ttf a fine
overflowing spring of water. Aa a 
meeting place for worship the 
tent holders moved their family,. 
crude cooking utensil* and sleep- j 
ing arrangements, scaffolds COY- j 
ered in oat straw, represented the 
beds. (Candles and brass lamps 
were used to light the assembly. 
The good ladies moulded the can 
dles.

On April 22, 1893, Lebanon was 
torn up by a cyclone. Services 
were held in Cheater, Hiss., Bap 
tist church until Lebanon could be 
rebuilt.

During the year 1893 the build 
ing of the Illinois Central rail 
road seriously affected the mem 
bership. But they carried on as 
have the generations that have fol 
lowed and are even now carrying 
on, aa we find this sacred encamp 
ment of tent holders meeting an 
nually for religious and recrea 
tional advantages.

At Camp M**tin(
Known always for its hospital!-



: ty the visitor and the stranger 
] have found a retreat here, and not 
! only were they provided for, but a 
I crib of corn was provided for feed- 
j ing the visitors horses.

Included in the list of members 
that have worshipped at this camp 
ground may be found the names of 
James and Elihu Love, T, J. Rob 
inson, E. K. Hillyer, Samuel W. 
Aston, E. S. Drane, W. A. Gordon, 

! S. J. Watson, Dr. James McCov- 
ern, Eunice Moss, John Kilpatrick, 

' G. W. Wise, J. A. R. Shannon, J. 
, T. Shannon, J. V. Bardwell, Dr., 
John Boyd, T. D. Boyd, John and j 
Whitson George, Mary Rafcun, G. 
W. Burkes, W. H. and Sam Burk-' 
es, Robert Maddon, Dr. Joe Rob-' 
inson, Mrs. J. C. Cork. ! 

Also Misses Isabella and Maggie, 
Cork, W. M. Black, Dock Crow, 
Jimmie Ballard, Dave Shannon, 
David Wise, James Wise, Richard 
Bostick, Lafayette Robinson, Jas. 
Drane, H. B. Moss, Carrie Quinn, 

1 Tina Bruce, C. I. Cork, j. W. 
Cobb.

I We find the names of Robert
I Siason, Emily Fenley, A. F. Mc- 

Keigney, J. D. Perkins, Fowler
; Bowie, J. M. Irving, Rosa Gaston, 
John Ward, Robert Ward, Jane 
Burkes, Sarah Hemphill, Dr. A. J. 
Hemphill, Miss E. Stewart, Mrs. F. 
Liddell, Mrs. F. Drane, J. C. Cork, 
W. T. Dawson and scores of oth 
ers coming on down to the present 
day campers which include the 
names of Cork Edwards the fami-

1 ly of Joe Robinson, Meek Gaston, 
Arch Moss, Sam Moss, Mrs. George 
Love, Mrs. Press Irving, John 
Blaine, Gene Stewart, Felt Mont 
gomery, Boyd Robinson Mrs. Car 
rie Hood, Mrs. Viola Cooper, J. C. 
Stephenson and others that are 
still summoned to worship by tfie 
traditional horn, which is even now 
being blown so expertly by Whit 
man Gaston.
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THE CHESTER (SC) NEWS, 

November 8, 1951

.

  In 1941 a group of interested 
and well-informed Chesterites, in- 
eluding the late W. W. Pegram, 
Sr., gathered a considerable a- 
roount of authentic history relat 
ing to Chester county and many of 
its early settlers.

Much of this material will ap 
pear in the Chester News during 
the next several months. The ma 
terial is of varied content and the 
articles do not run concurrently 
insofar as the history of Chester 
county is concerned, but it is be 
lieved readers will find all of the 
articles rich in history and worthy 
of publication.

The News has reason to believe 
that there will be a great demand 
for these issues in which the ar 
ticles will appear. Therefore, it is 
suggested that anyone wishing ad 
ditional copies of all or any of the 
issues, notify The News at once in 
order that the papers may be with 
held from sale. The supply of ex 
tra copies will also be limited.

Origin Of LamUford 
Before and during the Ameri 

can Revolution there lived on the 
eastern side of the Catawba rivey 
a patriot known as Captain Larft 
who opened the wide and stoney 
stream. This stream, while rough, 
was easily fordaible at low water, 
and it is profcalble that it was an 
old and used crossing even when 
Lord Cornwallis passed over it 
with his army in 1780 on his 
march from Charlotte to Winns- 
boro.

Lann's Ford was (brought over 
to Landsford, one word, as now 
known, but a postoffice of that 
name, located three or four miles 
away in one of the prettiest parts 
of the county, was established a- 
bout 1820. 'It* first postmaster 
was William Cherry. Later his 
son, Gregg Cherry, was postmast 
er until it was removed to the 
"Cross Roads", a mile nearer Rock 
Hill, where it remained until the 
rural free delivery came. Now 
the railroad station retains the 
name which is all that is left to 
remind one of the old postoffice.

The D*TiM
On the left or western side lived 

General William Richardson Davie 
a conspicious and efficient officer 
of American Revolutionary Fame. 
He was not permanently settled 
there until some year subsequent 
to the war. His dwelling was lo 
cated on an eminence overlooking 
the river, with a superb water 
front and splendid fish grounds.

Three of his sons lived near the 
father's home, William where W. 
S. 'Garrison now lives, Alien 
where the late S. J. Cornwell lived, 
and Hydes where Mrs. J. J. Jordan 
lives. They were a very intellcc-

tual family. .Some died, others 
went west, and for a number of 
years there was not one of the 
name in the county. Gen. Davie 
was 'buried at old Waxhaw church 
in Lancaster county in 1820.

Church Jones, a grandson of 
Gen. Davie, in some way got pos 
session of the property a very 
large plantation, and held it un 
til the late sixties. In 1872 a man 
by the name of Heyward (or Ha- 
good) from the lo-wer part of the 
State claimed and got possession 
of it. He held it a very short time. 
In 1877 Col. William Richard 
Davie and his brother, Alien, 
great grandson of Gen. Davie, 
came from Texas and took posses 
sion of the place. Alien soon died 
and he was tburied at Waxhaw 
church. William lived here for 20 j 
years. He was elected to the Gen-| 
eral Assembly one term, and also, 
was a candidate for Congress, but 
was defeated. Sometime later he 
sold his property here and went 
back to Texas in 1896  nearly a 
hundred years after hie grandfath 
er had settled in Chester county. 
Gen. Davie came to .South Carolina 
from North Carolina.

Soon after leaving here William 
ran for a state office and was 
elected »nd held the place a num 
ber of years. He died at Austin, 
Texas, in 1921.

Roddey Town
In the immediate vicinity of the 

postoffice it became populous and 
closely Roddey Town, a prominent 
and popular mechanic who did a 
large business in the manufacture 
of wagons, buggies, etc., with a 
necessarily large blacksmith 
shop. He died in the early fifties 
and his brother, T. W. Roddey, an 
excellent workman was leader in 
that line until his death about 
1900.

From an early day the place was 
a favorite and profitable spot for 
those who preferred mercantile 
pursuits for profitable employ 
ment and there were always stores 
 generally two carrying heavy 
stocks of goods of merchandise a* 
is the case with country mer 
chants.

It was a common resort for 
horse drivers and especially hog 
drivers from Kentucky and Ten 
nessee. And often it was said 
"the kivered wagons from North 
Kerliner -will center here for the 
delectation of the folks around." 
In fact it was a good market for 
most itinerant venders and deal 
ers.

Such things are now no more 
and the place is settled by well-to- 
do farmers.

Patriot of War of 1B12
Some of the old property own 

ers were 'Lewis A. Beckham, Sr., 
the Cherries and others. Old Mr. 
Gregg Cherry was a patriot soldier 
of the War of 1812. He lived to 
A great age, dying in 1873. 

El Bethel Church
Mr. Gregg Cherry was buried 

at El .Bethel church, almost on his 
own plantation. This church was 
built in 1859 and has since been 
replaced by a better but smaller 
house, and is a part of the Upper 
South Carolina conference. 

Other Prominent Citizens
Some of the prominent names of 

the settlement forty years ago arc 
Dr. D. M. Cox, father of the late 
Dr. W. B. Cox of Chester; 1R. H. 
Bradley, -a farmer who went west 
with his family a long time ago; 
Gregg Cherry, very tall man and 
confirmed celibate who died a few 
years ago; A. M. McMullen, and 
many others.

Land*ford of Catawba Valley 

Railroad
The CaTawfba Valley Railroad 

now passes over even the very 
spot, on which some of the houses
stood.
___.__.______________ i
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REV. GEORGE MILLER, D. D.
From an article claiming Meck 

lenburg Declaration as a myth, the 
Rev. C. E. McDonald, pastor of the 
Chester Associate Reformed Pres 
byterian church, mentions two 
Chester historians as follows: "Dr. 
G. B. White, Chester, who takes a 
great interest in, and is well up on 
history, loaned me a little book a 
few days ago entitled, "Missouri's 
Memorable Decade," 18450-1870. 
It is written by the Rev. George 
Miller, D. D., who was born and 
reared in Chester county, South 
Carolina. He left the state just 
before the war on account of 
slavery and lived and died in 
Missouri. He was a minister of the 
Presbyterian church and sided 
with the northern wing of that 
church when the separation came. 
In his book he describes this war 
and his intending results in Mis 
souri. In the opening chapter he 
speaks of the injustice that has 
been done in the south, saying that 
this section has never received her 
share of credit for the contribu 
tion she alone made to all the best

attainments of our National Life 
and History!

(Note: Dr. Miller in his book 
also says the first "declaration of 
independence was at Abingdon, 
Virginia and his article is written 
as part of the controversy going 
on between The News and Courier 
of Charleston and The Charlotte 
Observer, in which Chester county 
was not interested. However, the 
article does give to Chester county 
3 writers and historians, Dr. G. B. 
White of Chester; the Rev. C. E. 
McDonald, D.D., his pastor; and 
Rev. George Miller, D. D., author. 
S. B.) 

WILL OF ARCHIBALD GILL
In the name of God, Amen 

I, Archibald Gill, of the District 
of Chester and State of South 
Carolina, being sick and weak of 
body, but of sound, memory and in 
my perfect understanding, and 
knowing the uncertainty of this 
life, do make this my last will and 
testament in manner and form 
following: that is to say, first I 
commend my soul to almighty 
God, my creator, in hopes of an ac 
ceptance and pardon of my sins, 
and to be saved through the death 
and merits of my Saviour and re 
deemer, Jesus Christ, and my body 
to the earth to be buried in such 
decent and Christian manner as 
my friends and executors shall 
think most fit. As touching such 
wordly estate as it hath pleased 
the Lord to blew me with my will 
that the same he employed and dis 

posed of as is herein after express 
ed. First, I do revoke, renounce 
and make m void all wills by me 
formerly made, declare and ap 
point this -my last will and testa 
ment. Item, I give and bequeath 
to my son Robert, my negro wom 
an, Millah. Item, I give and be 
queath to my daughter Sarah, 
which I had by Mary Mills, a negro 
boy named Simeon, which I have 
already given to her by deed of 
gift. Item, I give and bequeath 
to my daughter Polly, or Mary, one 
negro child named George. Item, 
I give and bequeath to my son, 
James, one negro girl named 
Janey. Item, my will is that all 
my personal estate (except my ne 
gro man, Billy) be sold to the best 
advantage and all my just <Je*bts 
be paid as soon as possible. That 
my executors do immediately have 
my sawmill finished and the Mills 
with the plantation and the house 
be rented out yearly to the best 
advantage (except that Arthur 
Hicklin is to have the use of the 
storeroom till his time is out, a- 
gre«able to his bargain that tue 
cotton machine, be attended this 
season and then be sold or rente*! 
as my executors may think most 
advantageous. Item, my will is 
that my brother, Thomas Gill, have 
the care of my son, James, and he 
have the use of my negro woman 
for his support till my son Robert 
comes of lawful age and that my 
sister, Elinor Kelsey, have the care 
of .my daughter, Mary, and money 
be applied out of my estate for 
that purpose. Hem, my will is 
that my son, Robert, do immedi 
ately prosecute his learning and 
that he have a complete collegiate 
education given him and that my 
nejrro man, Billy, be hired out 
yearly and the proceeds of his la- 
'hor applied to that purpose. But 
should that not be sufficient, witn 
any other money that might ariso 
from my estate to finish his edu 
cation at college, then I allow 
this said negro to be sold for that 
purpose and the remainder of his 
price to be applied to the school 
ing of my other two youngest 
children and that each of them 
have sufficient learning, and 
James, if possible, a liberal edu 
cation. Item, my will also is that 
my daughter, Mary, have the first 
living child that my negro woman, 
Millah, has. Item, I give and be 
queath to my two sons, Robert and 
James, my plantation on which I 
now live with the Mills and fishery, 
with all my other lands and real 
estate; being Sundry grants, all 
situate on or near the Catawba 
river in this district, to them and 
th^ir heirs and assigns forovcr.



^...

Hui shuuid the wenuh Millah, ha-. . 
no living child as aibove mention 
ed, or should the child, George, die
before any division of the land is 
made (and no division is to be 
made till Robert comes of lawful 
age) then my daughter, Mary, is 
to have an equal division of all my 
lands and real estate with my two 
sons. And the yearly rent of my 
plantation, Mills and fishery is to 
be in the hands of my executor 
for pacing debts, schooling and 
maintaining till a division is made. 
Item, should there not be a neces 
sity to sell the negro man, Billy, to 
put Robert through his education, 
then after my other two young 
children are raised and schooled he 
may b« sold or by valuation be 
equally divided among my three 
i hiWren. Robert, James and Mary, 
with any other of my personal 
estate that may be remaining and . 
lastly I nominate and appoint my 
loving brother, Thomas Gill, and 
trusty friends, Calo George Gill, 
Major John McKoan and John Mc- 
Creary, Esquire, executors of this 
my last will and testament. And 
also I do herdby fully impower 
and appoint my said Executors, or 
a majority of them, with any other 
commissioners that they shall 
nominate and chose to the number 
of five in all, to equally divide my 
lands and real estate or apportion 
the real value among my children 
according to the foregoing will 
and the act if assembly in that 
case made and provided in testi 
mony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed my seal this 
seventh day of October, in the year 
of our Lord, One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Three and of Ameri 
can Independence the Twenty 
Eighth   Signed, Sealed and ack 
nowledged as the last will and 
testament of the 3rd Archibald
GUI.

In the presence of us
Mary Mills, Arthur Hicklin, 

Thos. Gill and Jno. McCreary; 
Archd Gill, Seal.

ounties - Chest

Bite of Authentic Chester 
County History;

la The Name of God Amen

I John Cherry of the EHstrict of 
Chester and State of South Caro 
lina Hatter and planter being 
weak of 'body but of sound mind 
and memory and calling: to mind 
that it is appointed for all men on 
ce to die and being blessed with a 
small portion of the good things 
of this life do make publish and 
declare this to be my last will and 
testament in manner and form fol 
lowing to wit. In the first place J 
allow my Executors after my de 
cease to have my body decently 
buried pay all my just debts 
Etc 

2nd I give and bequeath to my 
Beloved wife Ann Cherry all my 
plantation or tract of land where 
on I now live containing about 
two hundred acres more or less 
during her natural life and at her 
decease to revert to my son Bavid 
Cherry also two beds and furni 
ture four cows and calfs one horse 
and saddle and bridle with all my 
household and kitchen furniture 
also four hundred dollars to pur 
chase a female slave also one years 
sufficient provisions and at her 
decease the above named personal 
property to be divided equally be 
twixt my children

3Iy I give and bequeath unto 
my Son Jamison Cherry all that 
plantation or tract of land known 
by the name of Stones old place 
containing about 116 acres more 
or less also to my Son Chancy 
Cherry I give and bequeath all 
that plantation or tract of land 
known by the name of Wrights old 
place containing about 180 acres

more or less
5th I give and bequeath unto 

my Son John Cherry all that plan- 
1 tation or tract of land whereon he 
now lives containing about 315 

I acres more or leas known by the 
name of Bishops old place in ad 
dition to my Son David Cherry- I 
give and bequeath all that planta 
tion adjoining each other known 

: by the name of the Cook and 
i Adams plantation containing fl- 
! bout two hundred and Seventy 
acres more or less

61y I give and bequeath unto
my daughter Sarah McCammond

, and the heirs of her body all that
\ plantation or tract of land where
on she now lives containing a-

, bout 276 acres more or less

7ly I give and bequeath unto 
my nephew John Riley Cherry the 
sum of one hundred dollars last 
ly I allow my Executor to sell at 
public Sale all the remainder of 
my personal property not already 
disposed <5fvto wit money bonds 
notes negroes including negro 
Prince loaned to my Son John 
Cherry and to be divided Equally 
Betwixt my Children now alive 
to wit Sarah McCammond, Robert 
Cherry, John Cherry, Elizabeth 
Westbrook, Jamison Cherry, 
Chauncy Cherry, David Cherry.

Lastly I do hereby appoint and 
constitute my Sons Robert and

esier
men are fonder of talking over i 
half broiled hog, than investingI 
their capital for their own and 
their country's good."

John Cherry Executors of tlfs my 
last will and testament Signed 
Sealed and Acknowledged in pres 
ence of us this 26th day of July in 
the year of our Lord one thousand', 
eight hundred and thirty one and 
in the fifty fifth year of the So- 
veriginty and Independence of the 
United States of America

John Cherry (LS) 
John McCulley 
Adams Stewart 
Hugh Simpson

Proved before Peter Wylie 
Ordinary of Chester District on 
the 23rd day of January 1832 by 
the oaths Hugh Simpson and Adam 
Stewart.

Peter Wylie J C 0 C D
Taken from the recorded Will 

in Book L at pages 1 and 2.

Br«w*ry
In the Charleston, Courier, un 

der th« date of August 2, 1928, ap 
peared the following: "We learn 
from an unquestionable source 
that Hyden Dave (Davie), Esq. 
the son of the late General Davy 
(Davie), who spent a portion of 
his days as plenipotentiary to 
France, has nearly completed the 
building necessary to an extensive 
brewery in Chester District, S. C. 
and that last spring he planted the 
greater part of his plantation, on 
which he works about 150 slaves,

Lj in barley for malt. From his tal- 
ents and means, it is not doubtful 
that complete success will crown 
his efforts, and that he will soon 
be able to supply the whole State 
with beer, equal in quality to the 
best from the North and lower ia 
price. This single establishment 
will annually keep from going out 
of South Carolina at least $200,- 
000. Why doet Georgia not fol-

| low the exampU? Because oar big

More About Emigrant* 

Emigration Slaves Manumit tad
The Xenia (Ohio) Gazette gives 

this historical sketch while com 
menting on the death there of Eli 
Millen, a native of Chester county, 
who was a prominent and influen 
tial citizen in his adopted home. 
Although he left no children, hid 
brother's grandchildren, the 
Davidson family, are here except 
Mr. Millen Davidson, who is in 
T«xas. Most of his family of nep 
hew and nieces are in the Sooth, 
some are in the West.

Mr. Millen's life, while quiet, is 
of much interest to us of the later t 
day. His grandfather received a 
patent for his land of South Caro 
lina from George the Third and it 
was a childhood grief of Mr. Mil 
len's that his family as he expres 
sed it should "go to war and shoot 
such a good man as King George." 
Mr. Millen was born in Chester 
county, South Carolina, Sept. 8, 
1815 (died Jan. 19O9). His pa 
rents were of Scotch-ilrish stock, 
he was the last of the family of 
ten. At the age of 19 or 20, he 
left the South (about 1835) be 
cause of his increasing dislike oft 
slavery and rode north on horse-! 
back. For a short time, he lived 
in Bloomington, Indiana then set 
tled permanently in Xenia, Ohio.

Soon after Mr. Millen located 
in Xenia, his father manumitted 
his slaves and David Millen, EH'i 
elder brother, undertook the dan 
gerous task of bringing a wagon- 
load of these slaves from South 
'Carolina over the mountains of 
North Carolina and Kentucky to 
Xenia, where some of them lived 
for many years. The husband of 
one slave was bought by the two 
brothers (Eli and David) for $700 
and bought along with the rest. 
The colonization society early had 
his support and even when it was 
at varience with abolition move 
ment. The primitive methods of 
travel were not alone experienced 
going to and from the South. In 
buying goods in the East also the 
stage and horseback travels were 
in requisition. Usually the trip to 
th« East was made by way of Cin 
cinnati, thence by boat to Taylors- 
ville on the Monongahela river, 
then to Cumberland and by "cars" 
to Baltimore after railroads were 
built. He was fortunate in catch 
ing the first train after Hagers- 
town, Maryland for Baltimore. 
The cars were open like our co«I 

>>fl<| no springs

but he has said that after the dis 
comforts of the stage, the com 
forts of that carriage (train) was 
a perfect luxury. At another 
time having expected to take a 
boat from Cleveland to Buffalo, 
the late ice was all driven back in 
to the bay. He profited however 
by being able to take the first 
train that ever left Cleveland to a 
point halfway to Pittsburgh thence 
on by stage. He was also on one 
of the steamboats on the Ohio riv 

er from Madison, Indiana to 
burg.

PRESTOH DAVIE, 
LAWYER, 86, DEAD

Colonel on General Staff in 
World War I Held D.S.M.

Preston Davie, a retired law 
yer and a descendant of dis 
tinguished early American 
families, died last night in bis 
home at 71 East 71st Street. 
He- was 86 years old and main 
tained a summer home at New 
port, R. I.

Mr. Darte's widow, the for 
mer Eugenie Mary Ladenburg 
of New York and Wcstbury. 
1», I., is chairman of the board 
of the Robert Taft Institute of 
Government, and former co- 
chairman of the New York 
Republican County Committee.

Mr. Davie, a native of Louis 
ville, Ky., was a descendant of 
Gen. William Richardson Davie

aeF"bf the University qf North 
Carolina, Governor of that state 
ana Minister to France.

His grandfather, MaJ. Gen 
William Preston of the Con 
federate Army, was a member 
of Congress and Minister to 
Spain.

Graduate of Harvard Law
Mr. Davie graduated from 

Harvard College and from Har 
vard Law School. He later re 
ceived an honorary LL,D. de 
gree from the University of 
North Carolina, to which he had 
contributed an extensive library; 
on the history of the state.

After a brief partnership in. 
law with his father, George M.I 

>! I Da vie. in Louisville, Mr. Davie; 
became in 1907 a partner in the 

; New York law firm now named 
Con boy, Hewitt, O'Brien & • 

iBoardman. He retired from 
practice in the nineteen-twenties.

In World War I, Mr. Davie 
served as chairman of the Re 
mount Committee and as as 
sistant director of the Council 
for National Defense. He then 
served as colonel on the 
Army's general staff. Later he 
received the Distinguished Serv 
ice Medal, and from the Belgian 
government the Chevalier 
Order Crown and from Finland 
the Order of the White Rose 
(Grand Office).

HP was a member of the So- 
riety of the Cincinnati, The 
Brook, the Knickerbocker Club 
and the Metropolitan Club.

Surviving, by an earlier mar 
riage, are a son. E. T. Bedford 
Davie: a daughter, Mrs. Emily 
Davie Kornfeld, and two grand 
children. His first marriage, to 
the former Emily H. Bedford, 
rnded in divorce.

A funeral service will be heW 
tomorrow at 11:45 A.M. at Uv 
Riverside, Amsterdam Avenue 
and 76th Street

MAY 22 . 7567

Kindness of:
Mr. Wade B. 
Richburg, 3,
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ties - bV> ester-ounies (card 3)

Bits of Authentic Chester Bits of Authentic Chester
County History; Article 9

That the job of a night watch 
man back in 1854 was a fascinat 
ing1 jdb is revealed by the duties 
imposed upon the nocturnal guar 
dian of peace. It waa in that year 
the town council of Chester, S. C. 
decided to establish the office of 
watchman.

The town council did not take 
any chances on the proposed night 
watchman not knowing his duties. 
They sent them out in a form of 
resolution and published the reso 
lution in the Chester Standard, the 
local paper of that day.

It was evident that one provi 
sion in the resolution that night 
watchmen in those days were sup 
posed to make noise rather than to
go about in a stealthy manner as 
is the custom of night law enforce-

I ment officers. It was, no doubt,
: the purpose of the night watchman 
to prevent crime, rather than to 
catch the criminal, after the crime 
was comitted. For one of the pre-

' scribed duties of the proposed 
nig-ht watchman for the city of 
Chester in March of 1854 was to 
furnish himself with a rattle and 
a pantoon. The word pantoon baf 
fled us as it will you, and we re 
sorted to WeJbster for a definition

' of the word. We found that Web 
ster has failed to keep up with the 
folk of Chester. Therefore, being 
without a definition, we assume

1 that a "pantoon" is a pan upon 
which the night watchman was to 
beat with his rattler.

The ordinance passed by the
council of Cheater provided:

**1. To have the bell (Howerton 
bell) rung: regularly at 10 o'clock 
p. m. from the 20th of March to 
the 20th of September and at 9 o' 
clock p, m. from the 20th of Sep 
tember to the 2Oth of March.

2. To patrol the streets within 
the corporate limits for thirty 
minutes after bell ringing unol 
daylight

3. To gro unto every kitchen or 
yard, or any other place, where he 
may suspect any unlawful assemb 
ly of negroes, and to take up any 
and every negro he may catch 
thirty minutes after the bell 
rings without a permit, except it 
shall be a special errand, or pur 
pose, and keep all negro OB so 
caught in the guard room until

sunrise, at which time- he shall no 
tify the owner or person having; 
charge of said negro, and upon his ' 
paying 50 cents, the said negro 
shall be discharged, otherwise the 
said negro to get ten lashes on
the bare back.

4. To.report any person caught 
in any act, contrary to the ordi 
nance passed for the peace and 
welfare of the town, during the 
night or any person known to him 
to be guilty of such acts.

5. On his first round, or walk, 
to try the fastenings of the doors 
and windows of every business 
house in the streets, and if he 
shall find any not fastened in the 
usual way he s-hall inform the oc 
cupants immediately if to be 
found.

6. If he shall discover any 
house to be on fire, if nearer to 
the house than any bell, he shall a- 
larm the occupants of the aaid 
house, if nearer to a bell, he shall 
ring said bell and give the alarm 
and remain on duty.

7. He shall furnish himself with 
a rattle and pantoon."

in01
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County History; Article 1O

no one was ever seriously hurt. 
That was a memorable day in my 
early life. And emotions that 
were aroused in my breast when

girl could be prepared for college 
and as a consequence was largely 
patronized. Mr. Gilland was very 
strict in its government and was

Fourth Of July at C»ldweU'» 
1852

"Ptior to the Civil War the 
Fourth of July was a notable day 
in this section of the state, as! 
many of the older citizens were | 
either sons or grandsons of those j 
who fought at Fishing Creek, Fish j 
Dam and King's Mountain to gain 
the independence of the United 
States and the fire of their patriot- 

' ism was kept alive on the alter of 
liberty. This day was always 
looked forward to with great in- 

, terest, both Iby the old and young, 
• and was observed as a national 
! holiday and usually there would be 
a big picnic or barbecue at BO me 
prominent place in the country and 
about sunrise the exercises were 
opened by firing a cannon, which 
continued intermittently during 
the day until late in the afternoon. 
The first one I attended or I can 
recall, waa at Caldwell's Cross 
roads, where James M. Caldwell 
now resides. This was about 
seventy-seven years ago. As I re 
call the program of the day was as 
follows: The militia of the county, 
consisting of two regiments, gave a 
drill. This took place about ele 
ven o'clock and each captain form 
ed hie company and marched to a 
nearby old field, where they form 
ed in regiment order. When so 
formed the colonel, with his staff, 
rode up and took command, and 
after putting the men through 
several military revolutions, they 
were then formed in line and the 
colonel, with his staff, inspected 
them by riding down in front of 
the men at present arm« and then 
back in the rear and up the center, 
where he made a short speech 
congratulating the men on their 
fine appearance and efficiency 
and dismissed the parade. The 
privates did not wear uniforms, 
but were dressed according to 
their comfort, some in shirt eleeves 
and some wore'rtore clothes.' AH 
carried guns, some squirrel rifles 
and some long ibarrel shot gum, 
with flint and steel lock. The cap 
tains iwore -blue frock coata with 
white pants, also cocked hata with 
large white feathers in the side and 
swords and beltt. They had «p«u- 
leta on each shoulder of their 
eoaU. The lieutenant! uniform 
waa the •ave>*xe«pt they wore 
ly one epaulet on iho right 
cr of the coat Th« field offfctr

was the aame as the captain, ex 
cept they wore iboota, on the out 
side of their pant*— the fef» •*• 
tending to the knee, and a large 
red sash under the sword belt and 
buckskin gloves extending to the 
elbow.

After the muster the dinner was 
served picnic style on a long table 
in a grove nearby, which was well 
prepared and plenty for all. After 
dinner most of the crowd gather 
ed around a stand for the speak 
ing—flonortfble W. W. Boyce, 
Congressman from this district 
'orated* for an hour—praising 
South (Carolina for what her men 
did in the Revolution and wound 
up by cussing out the Yankees lor 
wanting to free th« negro**- Bom 
other lesser lights, candidates for 
office spoke of their fitness for the 
office they sought and how they 
loved the dear people, etc. About 
four o'clock in the afternoon the 
crowd 'began to disperse for home. 
This was the time to pull off thd 
fights for this particular time. ]

only remember two. The casus- 
belli of one of them was a short 
time before. A sister of Mr. Me. 
had eloped with and married Mr. 
R, and some busy body had told 
Mr. Jl. that Mr. Me. said he was go 
ing to whip him the first time he 
saw him, and this being the first 
time they met Mr. R. tackled Mr. 
Me., if he said so, and he neither 
denied or owned up. They strip 
ped off coats, a ring formed, both 
stepped in and the slugging began, 
each party hollowing for his 
friend, after they had beaten each 
other to a bloody pulp, friends 
parted them, it was a draw. After 
they shook hands and made friends 
Mr. Me. denied he had ever said 
what was imputed to him and said 
that if he had denied it before the 
fight Mr. R. might have thought he 
did so through fear. Another 
fight was the result of imbiding too 
much "John Barleycorn", which 
was plenteous on the ground. This 
was between a farmer and an 
Irishman. After a few blows the
Irishman was knocked down and 
his antagonist jumped -on him 
and began choking him when the 
Irishman called out, Take him off 
me, I don't want to hurt him.' 
Others of like nature occurred. 
On all these occasions no weapons 
of any discriptkm were used and
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I viewed the colonel of that militia ' terror to the idle and non-studious 
regiment and his staff, all rigged! scholars, tbut an inspiration^ the 
up in their gaudy uniforms and ! studious. He left here and went 
prancing steeds, review that gall- to williamsburg county. After 
ant body of men. I saw reviews tMg the ^^^y iOst its prestige 
in the Confederate army by major ,an<1 aoon went Out of commission." 
general, (but none of them was 
equal to this. >I should have said 
at the outset that the meeting was i 
opened with prayer and after the 
prayer the reading of the Declara-1 
tion of Independence (by a young 
man, afterwards Dr. Douglas. 
These celelbrations were held year 
ly in the county, but in different 
localities, some times at 'Rich Hill 
cross roads, now<RkhbuTg; Carmel 
Hill, Blackstock, Baton Rouge and 
other places. The next one I at 
tended was at Blackstock in 1855. 
About the same exercises were 
gone through with as at Caldwell's, 
except there was no cannon fire- 
ing. The speaking of all was a-
long the lines of gaining the in 
dependence of the United States. 
A Mr. Dawkins made the principal 
address. He was Solicitor of the 
Sixth circuit at this time. The 
military feature was more ela 
borate, as there were several com 
panies of calvary or at least a 
part of them, pulled off a tourna*- 
ment. This was the first and on 
ly one I ~e>er witnessed, and had 
many thrills in connection. Men 

j with long whips were stationed a- 
long the course, and as the knights 
passed would lash the horses, mak 
ing it difficult for the riderg to 
stick to the saddle, or get many of 
the rings. It was considered dis 
graceful for a knight to be thrown 
from his horse. After the game 
was over the successful knight 
chose a young lady to be queen. 
•'The successful knight was a Mr. 
Lemon and he chose a Miss Arnett 
for ^ueen and the coronation was 
carried out after the style 'when 
Knighthood was in Flower', and 
the last of these celebrations was 
pulled off at Pleasant Grove Pres 
byterian church six miles south 
east of Chester, in 1860.

"Th« U. C. V. Dinner and some 
Recollections about Woodward"

"About the year 1849 Reverend 
J. R, Gilland became pastor, 
(note he is refering to Concord 
Church at Blackstock, 3. C.) He 
was a fine scholar and about the 
same time that he became pastor 
he opened an Academy nearby 
known as the -Concord Academy. 
This was the only school in this 
section in which a young man or
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"And now Mr. Editor, as I was 
on my native soil where my boy- , 
hood days were spent, while wait- j 
ing for the train, as Bill Arp would 
say, I ruminated a good deal on 
the past and lived over my boy 
hood days in memory. Blackatock 
got 'its name from a family of this 
name who formrely lived there 
and one of them was postmaster 
and had his office in his dwelling. 
This was 'before any railroad was 
through in this section. The mails 
were carried toy stage coach lines. 
North of town near the Methodist 
Church was an old field known as 
the muster ground. Here one 
Alexander Skelly, who -was a 
school master, poet, and captain 
of a militia company, assembled 
his men once a month on Saturday 
and instructed them in the art of 
war. One very amusing thing oc 
curred in connection with Captain 
Skelly's men of war in 1832. A 
report was circulated in the neigh 
borhood that the negroes were go 
ing to rise and massacre the 
whites. There was not over one 
negro to five whites in a radius of 
five miles. Nevertheless. Captain 
Skelly thought it wise to be on 

j guard with his company and ready 
I for any emergency. So one night 

he had his company on duty near 
where the Baptist church now 
stands. Aibout ten o'clock they 
heard something running through 
the woods. They quickly ran—as 
the thing moving got nearer they 
heat a hasty retreat and formed 
a line of 'battle near where Mrs. 
Bell lived, and waited the ap 
proach of the enemy, but tto their 
great relief they heard some dogs 
barking and hunters cutting down 
a tree.for an opossum.

Near if not on the very spot 
where the depot now stands was a 
wood shop run by Joe Fullerton, in 
which was made and repaired spin 
ning wheels. I remember visiting 
it in 1849 with my nrother, and 
how wonderful it appeared to me. 
Whatever became of Fullerton, or 
his factory I don't remember. The 
land in and around Blackstock 
formerly belonged to J. Walker, 
and /was sold by him to David 
Hpmphill, father of the late Mrs. 
Margaret Gaston. In 1852 it was 
sold by the iHemphills to George 
Hooper and by Hooper to Thomas 
Bouhvare. In 184-9 and '50 the 
railroad was graded through this 
place. The -contract for the part 
running through Blackstock was 
given Dr. J. L. Douglas, who did 
tho wnrk >bv slave labor from his

own plantation under Hugh Bruce 
as overseer. The road was com 
pleted to Blackstock about the 
first of July, 1851. When the first 
passenger1 train ran that far the 
whole country for miles gathered 
around it for a general inspection. 
When one old lady leading a small 
boy by the hand got opposite the 
engine the engineer gave two loud 
blows of the whistle. The boy 
jerked loose from the old lady and 
made for the tall timbers. She 
followed calling, 'stop John, stop 
John*. The crowd took up the call, 
'stop, John', and for a while all in 
terest was directed to the race- 
John was never overtaken. Short 
ly after the completion of the rail 
road bo this place DeVaga and 
DeGraffenrei^, of Chester opened 
a store in a wooden building where 
the Durham Mercantile Company 
is now doing business, D. Fant 
ran the business for them. Jn a- 
bout one year DeVaga and De- 
Graffenrietl sold opt to p. Fant 
and Henry Pratt, who did business 
under the name of Fant and Pr«tU 

George Hooper who owned all 
the land continuous to the rati- 
road station opened up a barroom, 
not far from Fant and Pratt's 
store. This was the occasion of 
much rowdy ing and fighting, as
drunk men have always been the 
same. On the elevation near 
where Mr. Sigmon^lwirn is locat 
ed, Hiram Steele built and ran a 
carriage factory. He built up a 
large business. Afterwards he 
moved it to the John Mackorel 
place. In 1856 George Hooper 
sold out all his real estate. He 
sold it to T. M. Boulware who mov 
ed to Blacksto<ck and made his 
home there. Soon after Fant and 
Pratt closed out their store and i 
Hiram Steele moved his carriage 
factory. The only thing left of | 
the place was the railroad depot! 
and Bourware's home and it con-1 
tinued thus until after the Civil 
War. Up to this time there was 
neither church "or school in the 
place. Hiram Steele being a de 
vout Methodist had the circuit 
riders of that day and time preach 
once a week at his factory, gen 
erally on Wednesday evening. A. 
C. Elder ran a large high school at 
the Jack Morrison place. Mr. 
Steele .organized a lodge of the 
Song of. Temperance, which some 
what counteracted the influence of 
Hooper's barroom. One young 
man who was fond of imbiding de 
termined to change his manner of 
life, joined one night, the next 

orning in relating his experience

u» a friend, remaiked, 'Sam 1 saw 
the grandest sight of my life last 
night, fifty grown men sitting in 
a row with white gloves and aprons 
on, and all sotber.' The war came 
on and the lodge was broken up.

I had intended when I commenc 
ed this to give an account of some 
of the people that lived around in 
the early part of the ninteenth 
century whose names are forgotten 
or unheard of -by the present gen 
eration, 'but find it will take up too 
much of your space.

(Signed) S. B. Lathan 
Sketch of S. B. Lathan

Mr. Lathan, who was (born with 
in the bounds of Hopewell A.R.P. 
Church, says he was reared on the 
Shorter Catechism, the memorising 
of which was part of his Sabbath 
routine. He (became a scholar 
and a teacher. During the Civil 
War he fought among other bat- 
tlea, and at Manessaa where he was 
wounded, taken prisoner at the end 
of the war he walked home from 
Greensboro. He taught school in 
York, Gafctonia, and Union City, 
Tennessee. He -came to jC 
in ^S^I^wherVne afterwards
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and later cotton broker. Th«RBe- 
gree of Doctor of Letters was con 
ferred on him by Erskine College. 
He died in 1939 at the age of 
ninety-seven. He was Chester's
"Grand Old Man." .

Sketch of the life of 
Joshua Hilary Hudson, LL.D.
From his autobiography in 

Sketches and Reminiscences
"I was born in the present 

town (then village) of Chester, in 
the'State of South Carolina, on the 
29th day of January, A. D., 1832. 

My father, Dabney Hudson, 
came from Amhurst county, Vir 
ginia and settled in Yorkville 
where he learned the tailors trade. 
In July 18-22 my father married 
Narcissa Cook of York. After 

] marriage my parents went to Lan 
caster, opened up a tailor shop, 
lived there several years and then 
came to Chester. 

[" I was the sixth child among 
eight.

i During the last few years of his 
tj Iff e, Dabney Hudson was the keep- 
^ er of the jail in Chester, and con- 

; tinued industriously to follow his 
l j trade. He was small of stature, 
' v but handsome and manly. He was 

kind, genial and sociable. Unfor 
tunately he became addicted to 
drink which shortened his life and 

jj kept him poor. When I was four 
yean old my father died leaving a 
widow and seven children, tElixa 
having died in childhood.

Sheriff Cabeen permitted her to 
live in the jail and keep it until the 

' end of that year and all the duties 
of a jailor she discharged faith- 

\ fully and well. The duties of the 
'office could not continue to be 
performed by a woman. She was 
foVced to seek shelter elsewhere. 
She was without money and seven 

j helpless children to provide for. 
Fortunately, she was a devout 
rhurch member, a Baptist and sin- 

, cere Christian and a woman of 
"haracter and intelligence. For 
tunately, we lived in a community 
loted then as now for charity to 

' the poor, the needy, and worthy.
John Roselborough, Esq. called

>y everybody Uncle Johnny, was
lerk of court f<* the district of

Chester gnder the life tenure sys-
em. 'He had on his premises a

>mall two room house near the
->resent courthouse. He gave this 
house to my mother free of rent 
for the year 1637. As a tailors 
vife she had learned to pad a
-oat collar and to make course
pants. She began padding and
stitching collars and sold them for
twenty five cents each. The pre-
ent generation must understand
hat collars were much larger then
nan now padded and stitched
horoughly with care and neatness.

Sympathizing with a widow, the

tailors cut and sent to my mother 
coats, vests, and pantaloons. One 
of the children was sent to York to 
school, three of us, including my 
self were sent as poor children to 
the village teacher, Miss Ann Fos 
ter in the house later owned and 
occupied by Dr. A. P. Wylie.

Major John Kennedy donated an 
acre of land, the same now owned 
by Mr. Coogler on Depot Street, 
now Gadsden. On this lot charit 
able citizens erected a log cabin, 
covered it with three foot oak 
boards, but failed to build a chim 
ney. In the back yard the boys 
erected a Ibrush arbor and out of 
rocks and stones constructed a 
fire place. This served until win 
ter when the cooking must toe mov 
ed inside the caibin. The logs of 
the house -were not closely fitted 
leaving cracks large enough for 
chickens, cats, and small dogs to 
enter.

We had one kitchen or baking 
oven, this was brought into the 
house and set in the middle of the 
floor. Around It were hung on a 
rude frame of polls on which the 
bed quilu of the scanty household 
were hung forming a hollow vquare 
oven in the center. A fire was 
built in the oven and smoke was 
allowed to escape as beat it could. { 
Within the hollow aqaare the fami 
ly aat. My mother and the eldest 
Bisters busily sewing. The little 
ones studying, chattering, keeping 
partially warm. For several years ' 
the family continued so to live 
and by the iblesaing of God, to en 
joy good health.

After Miss Ann Foster, who had 
married Mr. Kirven Gilmore, "we. 
went to her successor Mr. Wylie 
Jones, who taught in the small 
building that afterwards -became a 
part of Mr. C. Hoist's carriage 
shop. Mr. .Seeley succeeded Mr. 
Jones as school master with Mr. 
McDaniel as assistant. A male 
Academy was built on the hill in 
West Chester near the residence of 
Mr. Thomas McLure and a female 
Academy was opened on York 
Street in the home afterwards 
owned foyi Richard Kennedy and 
later'Harvey Smith. By hard work 
and severe economy my mother 
got a chimney to her house, the 
cracks dobbed with mud, we all 
felt comfortable and happy. A 
few years later, my oldest brother 
John weatherooarded the caibin 
and a small kitchen (built in the 
back yard and 'later a shed was 
built to the rear of the house.

Through years of poverty priva 
tion and suffering my mothers 
heart in revolution never failed 
though her health (became serious 
ly impaired.

Education
The four younger children, 

Maria, (Rush, Cornelia and J were 
kept in school as poor scholars, ie. 
on the greatly inadequate school 
fund. My mother and sisters made 
up the deficiency 'by sewing for 
the teachers. Had she known the 
law she need not have -done this 
and she preferred to work and feel 
partially independent.

I was fond of .my books and 
learned rapidly. Among the 
teachers in the nice new single 
story brick building were Messrs. 
Sherril, Shelton, Davies and Sealy, 
also a 'German, Mr. Bansimer un 
der whom I began the study of 
Latin, Greek, Algebra, and Geo 
metry. He was a splendid instruc 
tor but very irritable and cross but 
I cheerfully bore his ill temper 
and made rapid progress. At this 
time I was sixteen and fett that 
now I mujt try to support myself. 
At this time Mr. Bridw^ll came to 
establish Chester's first news 
paper, through the influence of 
that talented lawyer C. D. Melton 
I became a printer "devil". I did 
not 'long remain because my em 
ployer waft intellectually weak af 
fording me no opportunity for 
learning. Next I tried work with 
Mr. James Parrish, a cabinet mak 
er. My progress wa* •« rapid that 
he caUed upon my mother to bind 
me to him as an apprentice, fine 
refused and thus ended my career 
as a cabinet maker. Then I went 
to work with my brother and Mr. 
Farley who had a tailor shop. I 
had an aversion for the life of the 
tailor sitting cross legged on a 
hard bench in a stooping position 
steadily stitching with a needle but 
it seemed this or notthing so I went 
at it and was learning well until 
Mr. (Samuel McAIiley coming in 
late in the fall of 1848 and saw me 
on the bench. Having tested my 
knowledge in mathematics, Latin 
and Greek in several school ex 
aminations Mr. McAIiley asked 
why J was not in school. Mr Mc 
AIiley offered me a years schooling 
to live in his home and take his 
little boya with me to school and 
care for them. He decided the 
boys were too young to go to 
school but sent me to school a year 
and paid the bill. My teacher 
then waa Mr. Giles J. Patte/son.' 
Robert Jordan of Chester was a ; 
student at the University of S, C. ! 
Thomas MtLure, Jr., my classmate j 
was preparing to enter the next 
year and -I very much desired to 
go also. I borrowed two hundred

Kindness of: 
Mr. Wade 
Richburg



S, G. - Gourdies (cadL.4-)
dollars from Mt. Richard Kennedy. 

I My mother and sister worked hard 
1 but joytfu'lly to get me a trunk and 
j clothes fit to wear to college. I 
1 bought the trunk from Mr. Leon 
ard Harris chief cterk of Thomas 

| McLure, Sr. I still have it in the 
I state of good preservation after a 
I lapse of 45 years. Ait this time 
' the Merchants of Chester and of 
| all other towns of the State north 
I of Columbia sent their cotton in 
wagons to Columbia, and going a- 
long with them, sold the cotton and 
brought back merchandise in the 
wagons the merchants often pre 
ceding the wagons in buggies or 
gigs. It so happened that Mr. 
James Graham, a merchant of 
Chester, was going down in a bug 
gy at the same time that Thomas 
McLure Sr., was to carry his son 
Tom to college. Mr. Graham 
kindly consented to carry myself 
and trunk with him. This saved 
me the expense of a ride in the 
stage coach, and made it doubly 
pleasant, as I and friend Tom rode 
in one buggy, and the two mer 
chants in the other.

For years before my entering 
the University the Chester boys 
had (been Euph radian. Rev. John 
Douglas from Chester, who now 
lived in Columbia, had been 
clariosophk when at the Univer 
sity, and promised to make up the 
deficit of my far too small $200.00 
if I'd win highest honor and join 
his fraternity. The Chester stu 
dents told m« I'd be called a rene 
gade and despised if I accepted. 
Mr. Douglas pleaded and tried to 
open my eyes to the real situation 
by Douglas Harrison, a former 
schoolmate at Chester and now A 
mature student persuaded me to 
try to get through college "by the 
help of the 'Euphradian Society.

I successfully passed the ex 
amination and entered the Sopho 
more class. Thomas McLure, Jr., 
J. Lucius Melton, J. Brown Gas- 
ton, all of Chester and Samuel W. 
Melton of York were also mem 
bers of our class numbering 60— 
along with David H. Porter of Ala 
bama and John Neely of Columbia, 
but formerly of Chester, we Ches 
ter iboys secured rooms on the 
same floor above the old Chapel, 
called "Egypt" by the (boys.

The President, Honorable Wil 
liam C. Preaton usually kept two 
students in his home, one of these 
Bauskett, was expelled and I was 
lavited to take his place! Thua »iy 
$200.00 brought me to the end of 
my first year. Then I secured the 
Manning scholarship, established 
by Governor John Manning for de 
serving" boys of Sumter of which 
Clarendon was then a part. There 

application from

I, because of proficiency, was a- 
warded the scholarship (interest 
at 7 per cent on $5,000 deposited 
in the banks of S. C.) 'by the facul 
ty. I graduated in 1852 with first 
honor, among the classmates were 
the Chester boys, Waddy T. 
Means, Lc*Roy F. Yeomans, Peter 
L. Griffin and others of like talent 
too numerous to mention.

To win first place in such a class 
was an honor to 'be proud of.

During my first vacation I 
taught singing1 school, gave vocal 
music lessons, and during my sec- 

, ond vacation I assisted Mr. Giles 
J. Patterson at Chester Male Aca 
demy. The third vacation I was 
called to Spartanburg to take 
charge of a private school of 25 
boys. I worked hard for three 
months, earned 100 dollars and 
board. That I did not break down 
in mind and body proved that I 
was blessed with a strong constitu 
tion.

Through a classmate W. W. 
Irby, of Marl/boro and through Dr. 
ThornweM (Jas. H.) then Presi 
dent of the College who introduced 
me to his brother, Charles A. 
Thornwell, a meiriber of the legis 
lature, a prominent Sawyer and a 
trustee of the School there, I was 
elected principal ol the Academy 
at BennettBville. In January to 
make the trip to my work, I again 
had to borrow money, this time 
from my old friend Mr. James 
Graham who had taken me in his 
buggy to Columbia to enter col 
lege. En route I went to Col urn- 
Ma over the recently completed 
Charlotte and Columbia railroad,
•pent the night, walked over the 
campus after supper and shedding 
tear* over past recollections I al 
most wished T were again a stu 
dent. The next day by rail to 
Kingvil'le and on to Florence then 
(January 7, 1853) only a pine 
shed in midst of a pine forest. 
There I took stage and on even 
ing of the eighth reached Society 
Hill after passing through Darling 
ton. On the morning of the ninth 
my landlady's son John drove me 
in a buggy to Bennetteville which 
we reached a little after midday.

(Bennettsville four days from 
Chester in 1863, now about twc 
hours by automobile!) Approach 
ing the public square, I saw an im 
mense crowd. On the gallows a 
white man sat, to be hanged for 
murdering a slave. I was lodged
*t Mr. Philip Miller's Hotel. At 
the «nd of *h«s term I was reelect-

for $45. cash, and after 40 years is 
still a good- time piece and the on 
ly watch I've ever owned.

May 4, 1864, T married Mary 
Miller, daughter of Mr. Phillip Mil 
ler, my landlord, a 'beautiful girl 
of 16. I was 2fi.

In Deceniber 1856 I brought my 
mother from Chester to live with 
me at Bennettsville. After teach 
ing four years I was determined t« 
study law, "cramming" from Jan 
uary till May 1857 I started to 
Columbia to take the examination, 
encountered ft great freshet in the 
Pee Dee by paddling wading and 
pulling and aided by a stought 
negro slave of John B. Irby's who 
frequently carried my trunk on his 
shoulder, we reached the Chetraw 
bridge, ran one half mile to the 
depot. I got on the rear as the
train palled out, the negro threw 
my trunk in at the same time.

I passed the examination, was 
admitted to practice in the courts; 
then I took up the story of equity 
and was admitted to that branch of 
practice th« following December 
having -completed 'both courses In 
one year. I do not advise anyone 
else to try it.

Without rest or recreation for 
four years, a wife and children to 
support, in 1858 I ran for the leg 
islature, and perhaps, unfortunate 
ly was elected; but I did not apply 
for re-election, having decided it 
was an injury to me in earning 
livelihood.
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ed for a second year, returned to 
Cheater to visit my mother and to 
repay Mr. Richard Kennedy his 
9200.00 and Mr. James Graham his 
$26XK), neither would accept in- 
terect, I aluo iHmigfot a silver watch

DANIEL GREENE ST1NSON

Introduction
Mr. Editor: In the spring of 

1871 Mr. Lyman C. Draper, of
Madison, Wisconsin, visited South 
Carolina for the purpose of col 
lecting materials to aid him in the 
preparation of -a biography of 
General Sumter. During his stay 
he called on Daniel G. Stinson and 
obtained from him much valuable 
information. In the meantime, 
Mr. Draper requested Mr. Stinson 
to furnish him with a sketch of Ms 
own life. This 'he did; "but being 
palsied in the right hand, it was 
necessary to employ an amanuen 
sis. With this person the original 
draft was left—a copy being sent 
to :Mr Draper. Mr- Stinson now 
being dead, it is thought that the 
public would be gratified to see 
this paper. J now forward it to 
you for publication.

DANIEL GREENE STINSON 
Autobiography

My grandfather, Robert Steven 
son, emigrated from Scotland to 
Ireland, and settled in County An 
trim, My father, William Steven- 
5on, was born in the year 1752 and 
•migrated, with my brother, 
fames, and sisters, Nancy and 
Elizabeth, in the colony with Rev. 
'Villiam Martin, in 1772. They all
ettled on Rocky creek, except my 

;'ather, who married a Miss Beai- 
tie, and lived within three miles 
of King's Mountain. He was en 
gaged in the battle, and belonged 
to the company of Captain Barber. 

After the Revolutionary War, he 
moved down to Rocky Creek. His 
first wife died about 1788, leav-' 
ing six children. My mother, 
Elizabeth Wylie, emigrated from 
County Antrim, Ireland, with her 
brother, Richard, and wife Sallie, 
in September 1787 on board the 
ship Volunteer, which was three 
months on her passage from Bel 
fast to Charleston. She was mar 
ried to my father in 17«9. They 
had four children, two older and 
one younger than myself.

"My father kept a public house, 
operated two stills, owned a mill, 
kept a wagon on the road to Char 
leston, sold rum and whiskey and 
some merchandise, in exchange for 
which he took deer skins, venison, 
ham .bacon, butter, lard, tobacco 
and indigo. He came home from 

harleston on one occasion, two

days 'before Christmas, with a 
hogshead of rum—the still running 
every day. Nevertheless, on 
Christmas morning he did not have 
a dram for himself, it all having 
been sold.

I was said to have been born on 
the first day of May 1794. At 
that time my father was on a trip 
to Charleston, and Daniel Greene 
having no children of his own, had 
me named for himself in my fath 
er's absence.

EARLY RECOLLECTIONS
My earliest recollections of any 

thing was when I was about two 
years and a half of age. I have 
a bill of sale of some negroes my 
father bought at that date. I, like 
most children, was full of frolic, 
'but when persons were conversing, 
I was a great listener; hence, I 
treasured up much information 
which was useful to me in after 
life.

EDUCATION
I did not 'begin school until I 

was eight years old, the first being 
three miles from home on the oth 
er side of Big .Rocky creek. 
Teacher, Hotoert Boyd. I learned 
my letters the first day and in two 
months I could read. After two 
years I went to school for another 
three months, after which I 
could read the Bible. The next 
year in school for six months I 
learned to write. At this time 
from a young man staying at our 
house, I learned arithmetic. I 
could work through the rule of 
three in Dilworth.

EARLY EMPLOYMENT
At six I was a considerable hand 

in the tobacco patch. From my 
eleventh year I was a plowboy. 
The remainder of my schooling 
was after the crops were laid by. 

MT. DEARBORN
In 1807, the fortifications of 

Mt. Dearborn, near Beckhamville, 
were completed and garrisoned by 
regulars. Military schools were 
established all over the country, 
preparing for the war, which took 
place in 1812. In 1810 I attended 
one of these schools and received 
considerable military training. My 
father died in October 1809. My 
mother in October 1811. 

TEACHER
On the first of January 1812, I 

commenced teaching school. I 
taught nine months, not losing a 
day. War having been declared

July 18, 1812, my friend Colonel 
William Anderson drew up a peti 
tion, which was signed by all the 
militia officers, asking to have me 
appointed a lieutenant in the regu 
lar army. After closing my school, 
J clerked three months for Spencer 
Morrison, near the public works, 
he being both commissary and sut 
ler for the troops at Mt, Dearborn, 
where I had to attend two hours 
every day. Having failed to se 
cure an appointment as lieutenant, 
I concluded to make an effort to 
get a classical education. 

SCHOOL AGAIN 
On January , 1831, I commenc 

ed going to school at New Provi 
dence Academy, Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina, to Rev. 
James Wallis. Here I spent two 
years, also six months with Rev. 
John B. Davis in the Fishing creek 
neighborhood. After this I was 

'. prepared to enter college. In the 
i meantime I had corresponded with 

I James B. Stafford, at Hampden- 
•'. Sidney college, Virginia, and John 

j B. Gaston, at Athens, Georgia, be- 
J ing uncertain which college I 

would enter. By this time my 
funds had run out. I had only a 
plantation and a negro, both of 
which, if I went to college, I would 
be compelled to sell.

MERCHANT
My uncle, Daniel Greene plan 

ned to make me a merchant. In 
1815 he urged me to commence. I 
sold my plantation for eight hun 
dred dollars and with my cousin, 
Colonel William Anderson, who 
had the priviledge of using as 
much of my uncle's money as he 
wished, began merchandising. We

bought cotton and at the end of 
two years had tripled our capital. 
Though I had planned to finish my 
education, the spring of 1817 
found our business so increased we 
concluded to have two stores. I 
removed part of the goods to 
"Walker's", after a year we dis 
solved partnership and I did busi 
ness alone. In the fall of 1818 I 
bought cotton for thirty cents and 
was forced, to sell it in the spring 
for twelve cents a pound. This 
swept away everything-1 had made, 
leaving me about where I started, 
four years before.

MARRIES
I was married on the 29th day 

of January 1819 to Miss Esther 
Gaston. In the spring when my 
situation was realized it was not a 
pleasant one. I bought a piece of 
land from old Mr. Walker upon 
which I settled afterwards, buying 
lands around me on which I lived 
for fifty years. 'Merchants being 
willing to giv« me cuedit, I carried 
on a small business for aroout two



yean. Selling out, I bought two 
or three negroes and turned my at 
tention to farming:. From the time 
I married, a negro man I had in 
herited carried on my farm, mak- 
a support for my family. 

POST OFFICE AT 
CEDAR SHOALS 

In January 1819 a post office 
was established at Cedar Shoals. 
John G .Walker, deputy, and I 
took charge of the office and made 
returns to him. After his death, 
J. H. Gaston took over the office 
and kept it until the close of the 
late war (Civil).

MAGISTRATE
In 1824 the members of the leg 

islature from Chester had me ap 
pointed to the office of magis 
trate. At the urgent request of 
Mr, Robert Robinson, I accepted 
on the condition that I might re 
sign in one year. Finding it a 
convenience to me, I continued to 
serve for more than twenty years. 
During the first two years of my 
magistracy, I married about one 
hundred couples,

As a magistrate I was conserva 
tive, and very few cases ever went 
op to court. I collected no more

' fees than paid for the paper I used.
' In 1845, the rule was adopted re 
ducing the number of magistrates 
to one in a "beat company.** 
There being two in our "beat" I 
requested Colonel Davie to drop 
me and continue R. H. Fudge. He 
did BO, having me appointed a 
notary public, which office I held 
about twenty years.

VARIED JURISDICTION 
Pensions From the first I had 

the papers of ten pensioners to 
prepare.

Administrator In 1822 I first 
administered an estate, after which

; I was administrator or executor of
f thirty estates. I had the care of a-
! bout twenty widows.
| Guardian I had the guardian 
ship of twenty or thirty orphans, 
some of -whom I educated.

Court of Equity Some of the 
states were large and complicated; 
hence, I was kept in the Court of 
Equity for more than fifteen 
years. The largest fee I ever paid 
was two. thousand dollars.

Power of Attorney I was em 
ployed 'by every one in the neigh 
borhood to draw their wills. A 
great many persons, on moving 
from this country to the West, and 
northwest and leaving legacies 
here employed me as attorney to 
collect and forward proceeds to j 
them, I frequently was employed 
as an arbitrator ibetween parties 
having difficulties. I have often 
been called upon by other admin 
istrators and executors to assist

them in settling up estates and ar 
ranging their papers.

Surrey*r For about twenty 
years I was a public surveyer.

8
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DANIEL GREENE STINSON

Domestic Relation*
The Yorkville Inquirer continues 

—The site where he lived was very 
desirable, his house roomy and 
commodious; and "Sh« always 
made home happy" is the inscrip 
tion on the tombstone of Esther 
Gaston Stinson, who for thirty 
five years shared the sorrows and 
doubled the joys of his life. To 
her husband's declaration are add 
ed the relatives and friends, per- I] 
sons on business, neighbors who •> 
dropped in, visitors, travelers who 
lodged there, the lawyers, the 
judges, the clergymen, entertained ; 
by her could all testify. She died 
in 1854 while her husband was ab-;
.sent at a meeting of the General ' 
Assembly in Buffalo, New York. 
Though a telegram was sent im 
mediately telling- of her severe ill- 
ness, it never reached him. He ]
knew nothing of her death until j 
informed by a friend at Kingsburg 
on his return.

Often absent on business from 
three to twelve days, Mrs. Stin 
son carried on and showed herself

, equal to every emergency. They
. had eight children, two sons and 
six daughters. Of the eight the

; oldest died before he was two the
i other in his twentieth year when 
a senior at Franklin University at

! Athens, Georgia. The oldest 
daughter, Mrs. Elder, died in York 
ville in 1867. Mary Narcissa and 
Esther Emily died one before and 
one after their mother. Mrs. R. 
S. Lewis, the youngest died during 
the war (Civil). Her husband be 
ing killed two or three months at- 
ter her death.

His second wife was Mrs. Han 
kie, the daughter of Mr. Turner 
and Margaret Morgan. At the 
close of the war he was insolvent, 
his property consisting largely of
negroes; to do the best be could 
for his creditors, he took the bene 
fit of the bankrupt law. With 
what the law allowed him he 
bought a small place near York 
ville but in Chester (County), but 
he was too old and feeble and too 
unacustomed the managerment of 
freedom, so he and his wife went 

\ to Rock Hill to her son-in-law, 
Major T. C. Beckham. Here he 
made his home for seven or eight 
years, occasionally visiting rela 
tives and old friends.

H« was exceedingly fond of 
rhildren, kind to the sick, white or 
black. Many sleepless nights he 
spent going from one negro house 
to another watching carefully the 
symptons of disease and seeing 
that medicines were properly ad 

ministered. Weekly provisions 
proper clothing for summer and 
winter were provided, each darky 
had his garden and "patches" 
where Vegetables or crops were 
growing at pleasure.

Covenanter Training
His children were educated re 

ligiously, morally, intellectually. 
They attended divine worship and 
at home were instructed in the 
doctrines and principles of the 
Holy Religion aa taught in the 
scriptures and the standards of 
the church. To him the Sabbath 
was emphatically a holy day— a 
day of rest, the Lord's day. A 
child might be brought to regard 
this day as a prison house and the 
Bible and Catechisms as instru 
ment of torture, while these 
might ever be made the gate to 
heaven. The religious art of Dan 
iel Greene Stinson was very strict 
for he v;ajj raised Covenanter.

Morally he was exemplary. 
Though raised in a still house he 
obstained from liquor. If he ever 
indulged in profanity it is for 
gotten. However, he was a hope 
less slave to the habit of tobacco 
chewing, but for years before his 
death he discontinued using it.

He was not an agreeable read 
er but a fine debater. He was a 
groat talker, fond of company ami 
seldom forgot a name, a face, or a 
date.

During Sherman's raid he "Re- 
fugeed" by which exposure hi.s 
hearing was impaired and grew 
worse with the years. This was a 
great annoyance to him.

When in his prime he was nearly 
six feet high, erect, and walked 
rapidly. He finally became quite 
stooped in old age. Except for two 
or three short attacks of billious 
fever he was in good health. In 
the beginning of the summer of 
1879 he had dropsy of the chest 
or some heart affection. Appar 
ently he recovered but on the 
morning of September 10 in the 86 
year of his ag« he quietly passed 
away.
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MOUNT DEARBORN MILITARY 

ESTABLISHMENT
This is the name given to what 

is now in ruins at the Catawba 
Falls. An older generation al 
ways spoke of it as the "Stablish- 

; ment." Concerning its origin and 
intention, Dr. J. H. Carlisle, Wof- 

! ford College, wrotv an interest- 
1 ing letter to the 'News and Cour 
ier', some years ago, which is pro 
duced in full below: "In 1802 
John Drayton, then Governor of 

' South Carolina, published a small 
work now rather scarce, entitled: 
A View of South Carolina us Re 
gards Her Natural and Civil Con 
cerns." In the first chapter un 
der one of the heads, "Cascades", 
he thus described the Catawba 
Falls at the southeastern corner 

. of Chester county—for quantity 
of water and granduer of appear 
ance, perhaps the Catawba Falls 
are the most interesting of any in 
the State. They are situated a 
little above Rocky Mount, and the 
approach to them is over the hills 
which line the sidea of the river. 
On either side the rocks are piled 
up jn a wall many feet high, and 
the hills rising above them in 
sharp conical summits over the 
rupture below. Now the Catawba 
is arrested in its course, from a 
width of one hundred and eighty 
yards this river is forced by the 
hills and rocks on either side to 
shoot down the Gulch in a chan 
nel sixty yards wide. Collecting 
its waters impetuous and noisy 
it thunders down tumbling over 
mossy rocks and foaming from 
shore to shore, wheeling in large 
whirlpools and glancing from rock 
to rock with maddening fury, not 
ceasing its troubled waves until 
it has leaped over twenty falls, in 
the distance of two and one half 
miles, and precipitated from its 
height to a depth of ninety feet. 
Here below Rocky Mount it begins 
to subside and spread over a chan 
nel three hundred and eighteen 
yards wide, but it is not compos 
ed. Four miles below the rocks 
are scattered in its way, at times 
irritating the waters and provok 
ing the—of the stream.

Dr. David Ramsey 1808) and 
Robert Mills (1826) give similar 
descriptions of these falls which 
are connected with an almost for 
gotten page of history. A com 
mittee of the house of representa 
tives of the third Congress, to 
which so much of the President's 
speech as related to arms and 
military stores, magazines and 
arsenals are referred, made the 
following report March 6, 1794. 
They offered the following resolu 
tion: Resolved, that the President 
of the United States be authorized 
to direct two arsenals and maga-; 
zines to be erected in proper sit 
uations to accomodate the south-1 
ern and middle states and that 
sum not exceeding fifty-nine 
thousand ($59,000) dollars be 
provided for that purpose.

I December 12, 1795, TimotKy 
•; Picker ing, Secretary of War, re- 
j ported on the measures which had 
been pursued to obtain proper 
sites for arsenals. He says: It 
having been determined to erect 
one arsenal on the Potomac and 
another in South Carolina, the 
latter in a situation to and from 
which water transportation would 
be afforded, and the former in 
the vicinity of iron woflcs, the 
necessary orders were given in the 
year 179-1 for the exploring of 
both countries. The engineer em 
ployed for the purpose in South 
Carolina made a report which was 
received early in the last summer. 
He had explored that part of the 
country to which his attention had 
been called by the Executive. He 
also examined another, the latter 
independent of its being more 

j healthful situation was deemed by 
him to possess some advantages 
over the former."

This engineer alluded to was 
I most probably Col. Christian 
j Senf, engineer to the state, who 

at that time was digging the Sun- 
tee Canal (1792). The second 
place referred to was Rocky 
Mount The first place is not 
known. February 2, 1802, Thom 
as Jefferson, President, sent in a 
short message in which he says: 
"Besides the permanent maga 
zines established at Springfield, 
West Point and Harper's Ferry, it 
is thought that one should be 
established in some point, con 
venient for the States of North 
and South Carolina and Georgia; 
such a point will probably be 
found near the borders of the 
Carolinas, and some small provi 
sion by the legislature prepara 
tory to the establishment will be
necessary for the present year."

In January 1803, "Eli Wuitney, 
inventor of the cotton gin" wu.s 
selected to assist Colonel Senf in 
choosing the site for the arsenal 
at Rocky Mount. Whitney was at 
that time pressing his claim be 
fore the North Carolina Legisla 
ture for expenses from Raleigh to 
Rocky Mount and for professional 
services while there. He receiv 
ed the moderate fee of fifty dol 
lars. Colonel Senf, with the rank 
of "Superintendent of the arsenel 
at Rocky Mount and the report 
thereon, including his traveling 
expenses.

During the years 1802 and 1«- 
03 the total amount expended at 
Rocky Mount was fourteen thous 
and, four hundred and forty dol- 
lards ($14,440), being four times 
the amount spent on the arsenel 
and magazine at West Point dur 
ing these years. Of this sum 
three thousand, one hundred and 
thirty-eight dollars ($3,138) were 
for the purchase, through General 
Thomas Sumter, of a tract of land 
in South Carolina for arsenel.

General Henry Dearborn, Sec 
retary of War to Jefferson, laid 
the corner stone of the main 
building, Robert Mills (Statistic

of South Carolina) states this fact 
but does not give the exact date, 
which must have been in 1803. 
The place was known as Mt. Dear 
born for many years.

In 1808 a committee of Con 
gress reported on a system of 
great canals along the Atlantic 
coast. "In our State", they say, 
"the Santee and Catawba is said 
to be occasionally navigable for 
more than three hundred miles, as 
high as Morganton, N. C. Two 
companies have been improving 
iU navigation. The lower falls 
are above Camden and not far 
from the United States arsenel at 
Rocky Mount." (If a later Con 
gress at any time has made ap 
propriations confusing geography 
and name, it is only history re 
peating itself, probably.) In 18- 
09 the Catawba and Wateree 
Company asked Congress for help. 
A committee of Congress report 
ed "that the canals would be of 
vast importance and utility to the 
inhabitants of North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Tennessee, 
and that the armory and arsenal 
of the United States would be 
considerably benefitted yet in 
view of the present condition of 
finances, and the critical situation 
of our country in relation to 
foreign governments, it would be 
impossible to apply any public 
money."

In the Journal of Bishop Fran 
cis Asbuty (1809-, he speaks of 
preaching near William Heath's 
on Fishing Creek "when to my 
surprise, a number of United 
States officers came up, I invit 
ed them in, these gentlemen were 
attached to the Establishment at
Rocky Mount."

In the annals of Congress un 
der date of December 26, 1815, 
the committee on Military affairs, 
reported a bill establishing three 
additional military academies; one 
within the District *of Columbia, 
one at Mount Dearborn in South 
Carolina, and one in the vicinity 
at Newport, Kentucky. The bill 
was read twice and committed.

A few days later in committee
I of the whole, Mr. Campbell (prob 
ably a misprint, meaning Colonel

'J. Campbell of South Carolina- 
proposed to change the location

'of the southern Academy from 
Mt. Dearborn to Columbia on ac-

!count of the superior advantages 
of that place over Mount, Dear 
born and the eligibility of its situ 
ation for such an institution. The 
house refused by a large majority.

,Mr. Pickens of North Carolina 
I was in favor of a more upland 
I site than either of those mention- 
led and gave a decided preference 
i of the two to Mount Dearborn ov- 
jer Columbia. He proposed a 
I point in Buncombe county. Ashe- 
[vilJe was soon put in nomination 
i against Mount Dearborn, but was 
j negatived by a large vote. The 
[committee after a long debate in
which Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Clay, 

1 speaker of the house, (both ad- 
Ivocating three academies) agreed 
\ to strike out three and insert one.
A year later, February 1817, the 

j whole matter was indefinitely
postponed. These references

show that for several years an ar 
senal and magazine (in one place 
'armory' i:; used) were kept up 
near Rocky Mount. In the origi 
nal paper ordering the selection of 
a place, estimates were given for 
the following buildings: "A brick 
building three stories high, on« 
hundred and seventy-five feet 
long, would contain twenty thous 
and muskets, artillery and car 
riages in proportion, together 
with all the light appendages 
thereof, an arched brick magazine 
capable of holding two thousand 
one hundred barrels of powder, 
bri'-k barracks and workshop for 
one hundred armories for neces 
sary guard." It does not appear 
how far this plan was carried out. 

Mills writing in 1826, some 
time after the enterprise was a- 
bandoned, says: "The United 
States Establishment near Rocky 
Mount commands attention also, 
.hough now abandoned and in 
ruins. This circumstance only
•ends to make it more interesting 
to the traveler. The buildings e-
•ucled here were handsome and -(
•xtensive. The magazine (a coni- 
al building) had entirely tumbl-

••! down. The arsenal is a sub- 
tantial building erected close to 

Ihe canal constructed by the 
State, and is the only building of 
the whole* that promises to be real 
ly useful. The barracks surround 
the square fronted officers quart 
ers, ti large brick edifice, the 

hole erected on a promontory 
projecting into the river. Nature 
furnishes few spots more various 
ly romantic than this, a noble riv 
er rendered more interesting by 
the rorks which impede its course, 
the surrounding hills covered with 
woods and towering above it, all 
induce a wish that the project of 
a military establishment here had 
succeeded, and this fairy spot 
hud been the abode of refined so 
ciety."

The references and quotations 
in this article have all been veri 
fied, so this short sketch of the 
"Rocky Mount Establishment" is 
believed to be correct. It is in 
complete as it is prepared without 
access to sources which would 
give other items as well as? time 
and cause of its abandonment.

The local tradition is that 
Rocky Mount came within one 
vote of being the West Point of 
the United States. Thi.s may not 
be so, still those so inclined, may 
speculate as to the effect on our 
history of a great national mili 
tary academy, with all the at 
tendant patronage and influence 
had been established on the banks 
of the Catawba, like that on the 
Hudson.

EFFORTS TO 
PERPETUATE NAMES

In the Grimkeville, which the 
printers of Mill's statistics gives 
as one name of Rocky Mount, 
some readers may not see the de 
sign to honor the name of Grimkev 
by calling the place Grimkeville 
Unfortantely several attempts to- 
perpetuate names truly worthy 
have been failures, as Grimkeville*. 
Draytonville, Pinckneyville, Chat- 
am (original of Cheraw), Grmnl

etc.
LOS SING'S VISIT

B. J. Lossing in 1849 visited 
Rocky Mount with pen and pencil 
in hand. He gives several sket 
ches and rather full accounts of 
the revolutionary incidents con 
nected with the place. He says: 
"Here yet remains the place call 
ed Mount Dearborn, which was a- 
bamioned."

McCULLOUGH'S 
COTTON FACTORY

Since Loading's visit another 
army has crossed the Catawba at 
that historic point. Before the 
late war a cotton factory stood on 
the banks of the canal owned by 
Mr. Daniel McCullough, who is 
yet living, one of a group of half 
dozen men, all over eighty years 
of age, near Rocky Mount. They 
might give some interesting items 
from their recollections about the 
"stablishment", (since this letter 
was first published, Mr. McCul 
lough and the remainder of the 
group have all passed away."

Kindness of:
Mr. Wade B. Roddey 
Richburg, S.C.
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COLONEL SENF'S GRAVE 
"Here (Rocky Mount) reposes 

the ashes of one whose memory 
should be cherished by all Caro- 
linians for his devotion to their 
cause in the Revolution and his 
subsequent efforts to serve them 
in his professional capacity. Col 
onel Senf was the engineer of 
both the Catawba Company and 
of the Santee Canal. He sleeps in 
what was his garden at Rocky 
Mount, but no obituary stone re 
cords his name. A few trees 
which he planted in a spot that he 
cut in the fashion of a hanging 
garden, shade his grave. Colonel 
Senf was a military engineer of 
considerable talent. The great 
works of this German engineer in 
our State are now little known. 
The bed of the Santee Canal is 
dry, and the very ruins of his ar 
senal and magazine on Rocky 
Mount have perished. If the pro 
posed Railroad from Camden to 
Rocky Mount is built, the silence 
of the hills around his grave will 
be disturbed by the scream of the 
engine, a power little dreamed of 
in his day. Let a stone be placed 
under those trees to mark the spot 
where he rests away from home 
and kindred, the foreigner who 
helped us in our day of weakness 
and trials."

Colonel Senf's grave is some 
where on what is now known as 
the "Sweet Place", the exact spot 
is known to few, if any white per 
sons in this community. (Note 
by M. Strange in 1934. The men 
tion of Colonel Senf's burying 
place on the last page was a part 
of the copy of Dr. Carlisle's ar 
ticle which was written many 
years before Mr. Ford's. Now 
many more years have slipped a- 
way since Mr. Ford's article were 
published and I suspect that Col 
onel Senf's grave is now many 
feet under waters of the Power 
Company developed there in this 
generation.)

BECKHAMVILLE, 
FORMERLY OLD FIELD

In the early part of the cen 
tury Beck ham vi lie was a place of 
some note and the neighboring 
men would congregate there in 
considerable crowds, at times. On 
Home of these occasions an offic 
er from the "Establishment" 
would attend, and while his fife
and drum rendered some martial

! music, he would solicit recruits in 
jthe crowd as, in addition to the 
other uses, Mount Dearborn was 
a recruiting station also. Hard by 
the old ruins, is the cemetery 
where repose the remains of sev 
eral privates and one officer.

I Nothing marks the graves of the 
, privates except a common stone at 
the head and foot; that of the of 
ficer is walled over with common 
stone, but is without inscription. 
Not even his name is cut on it. 
Tradition says the last squad left 
in 1817. It is thought that they 
joined General .Jackson's forces, 
who were fighting the Indians in 
Southern Georgia about that time. 
David Reynolds went off in this 
squad. Some time afterwards he 
returned and reported that he had 
been discharged in Florida. He 
spent the remainder of his life a- 
mong the people of Rocky Mount 
and died quite an old man.

ROCKY MOUNT CANAL
This canal begins above the 

head of the falls and extends some 
| distance below Rocky Mount Fer 
ry; several locks were built on it 
to lower and raise the boats at the 
declivities. They are splendid 
specimens of stone masonary, and 
are well preserved and seemingly 
as f?rm and tight as when they 
were first built.

I am indebted to Thomas Caine 
for the date of the digging of this 
canal. He left Liverpool, Eng 
land, in 1816 and landed in Char 
leston in the same year. Briggs 
and Thomas were the contractors 
of the Fishing Creek canal, which 
they began to dig in 1817, and 
Thomas Caine came up to do their 
smithing.

A picnic was given at Beckham- 
ville July 4, 1823, to celebrate its 
completion. Shortly after this 
picnic, John McCullough, contrac 
tor, began to dig the Rocky Mount 
canal, and completed it in the ear 
ly thirties. Thomas Caine did his 
smithing also. After this canal 
was finished, Thomas Caine did 
his smithing for the farmers a- 
round Beckhamville, aa long as be 
was able to perform the labor. He 
died in 1883, nearly ninety years 
of age.

About a mile below the road, 
entering the picnic grounds at the 
falls, a rock house was built for 
the lock-keeper. The stone walls 
are in good condition still; the 
wood part has decayed and disap 
peared. John McCullough, con 
tractor, was the first occupant of 
this house, Green Roberts and the 
second, and Huldah Arledge and 
her family were the last to live in 
it. He resided on his own farm 
nearby. It is said that this canal 
cost the State three hundred 
thousand dollars ($300,000) 
William Wall of the Beckhamville 
section, used the entire length, 
and William Nichols and Jerry 

.Gaither below the ferry, but very 
]few boats ever passed through it.

| Shortly after its completion, the 
South Carolina railroad reached 
Columbia and the trade of this 
section was diverted to that city, 
and transportation was carried on 
in wagons.

BECKHAMVILLE'S 
FAMOUS SINGER

While digging the canal, John 
McCullough, contractor, was mar 
ried to Miss Sallie Kingabury, at 
the residence now occupied by the 
family of the late William Nich 
ols, then by James Westbrook, 
John Gunthrope, Esq. officiated. 
From this union sprang Miss Sal- 
lie McCullough, of Columbia, who 
produced a senation aa a vocalist 
in the sixties'and seventies. She 
married Grignoli, an Italian tenor, i 
A few years afterwards a divorce 
was obtained. His last song, in 
her presence, on the stage was, 
"Goodbye, Sweetheart, Goodbye", 
this was in New York where he 
was receiving a handsome salary 
therefor. This was many years a- 
go.

KINGSBURY'S FERRY
In the early years of the last 

century our ferry was known as 
Kingsbury's ferry, from the own 
er and operator, John Kingsbury. 
He was the father of Mrs. John 
McCullough and grandfather of 
Sallie McCullough, the vocalist.
His residence was the old rock 
house at the eastern end of the 
ferry. It is told of him that he 
kept his coffin under his bed for 
some years before his death. He
died in 1820, and a costly monu 
ment marks his grave on the brow 
of the hill above the house.

TRANSPORTATION
After the completion of the 

Santee Canal in 1800, boating 
from Rocky Mount to Charleston 
grew to be of considerable im 
portance. The farmer's produce 
was carried and their supplies 
were brought back, on flat boats. 
Nattie and Dicken Barnett were 
the noted boatmen of that day. 
William Nichols was the boat 
builder and one Farrar, kept a 
ware-house near Rocky Mount 
ferry. This was before the day of 
steamboats and railroads.

Chester County About 1806 
The Old Fort:

Ml. Dearborn Military Estab 
lishment was the first name given 
the Old Fort, and by successive 
generations has been known by
the various names of, Fort Dear 
born, the "Establishment," and 
"Tumble-down Castle." The last 
title was very descriptive of its 
appearance and condition in the 
early childhood of the writer. We 
used to look with eager eyes for 
the first glimpse of its high totter 
ing walls as we approached the 
picnic grounds on the occasion of

'j the annual gathering the first Sat 
urday in May. We were made to 
promise, however, before leaving 
home that we would not go near 

t it, as its dilapidated and crumbl- 
'ing condition made it very danger 
ous to those entering it. The 
walls have entirely disappeared 
now, the brick having crumbled or 
been hauled away from the pur 
pose of building chimneys, and 
nothing remains but the founda 
tion of what was once a Federal 
institution of considerable impor 
tance.

Those who may wish to visit 
this ruin may find out its where 
abouts and how to reach it by en- 

1 quiring of almost any citizen of

Great Falls, as it is a place of in*
terest. • Formerly: it- could be 
reached without crossing an emi 
nence overlooking the river, as the 
Old Fort stood on but since the 
development of the water power, 
at which time the river was turned 
from its old channel through the 
Canal, it is necessary to cross the 
river to reach it. Dearborn is the 
name of the island on which it is 
fo'und.

A MILITARY POST AND 
TRAINING SCHOOL,

MT. DEARBORN
At Fishing Creek was a school 

conducted by Judge John Gas ton 
and wife, where many men who 
afterwards became distinguished, 
were educated.

In Chester District at Mt. Dear 
born, Catawba Falls, it is said that 
the United States Government de 
cided to have a military post and 
training school for soldiers, an ad 
junct to West Point. An arsenal 
was built from 1795 to 1802 in 
the shape of a rectangle on a level 
plateau on a hilltop overlooking 
the Catawba River. It was sur 
rounded by a brick wall and at 
each corner was a paraphet. The 
barracks for soldiers were buill 
quadrangular around the main 
building, which was three stories 
high, intended for officers' quart 
ers and class rooms. For several 
years a post and a military school 
were maintained, and a company 
of United States soldiers and of 
ficers were kept here. For some 
reason the post was discontinued 
and the building abandoned and 
sold to the State, and in 1834 the 
State sold to private individuals, 
and now scarcely a trace of what 
was a few years ago beautiful 
Mount Dearborn remains. Gen 
eral Sumter owned the land and 
made the title to the United 
States. Washington is said to 
have visited this post when it was 
in operation.
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Deed 
7th June. 1844

Record of Deeds Book EE 
Chester County, S. C. 
Page 134, No. 101 
The United States

to 
The State of South Carolina

Whereas by an act of Congress 
entitled, "An act providing for 
< edins to "The State of South 
Carolina, and the jurisdiction over, 
and the title to a "certain tract of 
land called Mount Dearborn in the 
said state" approved the third 
day of March in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty nine, the Secretary of 
war was authorised and required 
to appoint a Commissioner to meet 
such commissioner as might be ap 
proved on the part of the State of 
South Carolina, to accept the value 
of a tract of land in the Catawba 
river at or near Rocky Mount, and 
commonly known as Mount Dear 
born, or so much thereof, as in the 
opinion of the superintendent of 
public works in South Carolina 
might be important or necessary, 
for the completion and preserva 
tion of the public work of said 
state, and if the said commissioner 
should disagree as to the value of 
said land, they were authorized to 
choose jointly a third commission 
er the assessment and valuation of 
any two of them, where certified, 
under their hands and seal should 
be conclusive and the said secre 
tary wag further directed as soon 
as the State of South Carolina 
should pay into the Treasury of the 
United States, the amount of such 
valuation to convey to the State of 
South Carolina, all the right and 
title of the United States in, or to 
said land, as assessed:

And whereas the secretary of 
War, in pursuance of the provision 
of the said Act of Congress ap 
pointed Brevet Major Sylvester, 
Churchill of the United States 
Army commissioners in the part of 
the United States who together 
with Caleb Clark, commissioner on 
the part of the State of South 
Carolina did ascess the value of 

id tract of land at $5 per acre 
making the sum for the whole 
ract of 523 acres, with all the
privileges improvements and ap 
purtenances thereunto belonging 

[«>f two thousand six hundred and 
fifteen dollars and did certify the 
•aid assessment and valuation un- 
dar their hands and seal, on the

twenty fifth day of August in the 
year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty nine.

And whereas the State of South 
Carolina by James H. Hammond 
the Governor thereof hath paid in 
to the treasury of the United 
States the said sum'of two thous 
and six hundred and fifteen dol 
lars being the amount of said val 
uation and also the further sum 
of one thousand and eighty five 
dollars making together the ag 
gregate sum of three thousand 
seven hundred and twenty dol 
lars, the same being the present 
value of the said tract of land as 
ascertained by the recent sale 
thereof in the Said State of South 
Carolina: now therefore,

Know all men by these presents 
that the United States of America 
in consideration of the premises 
and of the said sum of three thou 
sand seven hundred dollars paid 
into the Treasury of the United 
States by the State of South Caro 
lina, as aforesaid, have granted, 
bargained, sold, released and con 
veyed, and by these presents do 
grant, bargain, sell, release and 
convey unto the said State of j 
South Carolina, the herein before j 
mentioned tract of land called I 
Mount Dearborn, and all the right 
title interest and estate of the said 
United States of, or to the same i 
together with all and singular the, 
rights, members hereditaments, 
privileges and appurtenances, 
there unto belonging, or in any \ 
wise incident or appertaining the 
said tract of land, being the same j 
which was conveyed by Thomas 
Sumter, Governor of South Caro 
lina to Thomas Jefferson, Presi 
dent of the United States by deed,! 
bearing date, the thirteenth day 
of November in the Year of our! 
Lord one thousand eight hundred i 
and two (1802) and registered on | 
page 18 of Book AA one of the: 
land records of Sumter district in I 
the State of South Carolina and

^^•^^^^PMM^^"I^M»M i , :M 
Described in the said deed as situ 
ate, lying and being in Fair-field 
district in the State of South Caro 
lina aforesaid bounding on the 
North East on the Catawba river, 
to the South East and the South 
West on land granted to John 
Brown and to the North West on 
Colonel Archibald Gill's land; con 
taining by the original survey, two 
hundred and fifty acres but found 
»n a resnnrey to contain five hun-

dr< <i and t v,' (_- 1 : i y (.lux'u ;UT<->;
To have and to hold the said 

tract of land, and herein granted 
premises, with all the rights mem 
bers, hereditaments, privileges, and 
appurtenances aforesaid unto the 
said State of South Carolina for 
ever, in a full and ample manner, 
as the said United States hold and 
enjoy the same.

In witness whereof, I William 
Wilkins, Secretary of War of the 
United States of America have 
caused these letters to be made 
patent and the seal of the War de 
partment be hereunto affixed; 
(SEAL) .

Given under my hand at the war 
office in the City of Washington 
this sixth day of May in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty four (1844) 

(Signed)
Wm. Wilkins

Secretary of War 
Received November 9, 1844

Delivered to J. A. Leland, Supt. 
Public Works, Nov. 9, 1844

HESTER DISTRICT- 
YEARS AGO

Published in the State May 
1893

9,

From the Geography of South 
Carolina by William Gilmore 
Simms 1843.

The district of Chester lies with 
in the granite region of the State. 
It is bounded on the west by Broad 
river, which separates it from 
Union district; east by Lancaster, 
north by York and south by Fair- 
field. The average length of 
Chester is 31 and its breadth 18 
1-4 miles. It contains 361,600 
acres.

The soil of this district is various 
and fertile; containing a large 
proportion of clay, with a covering 
of vegetable matter, more or less 
mixed with primitive substances. 
The ridges between the water 
course are sandy, with other light 
soil. The low grounds are some 
times stony, with little gravel and 
much rich loam. The face of the 
country is hilly, abounding with 
the finest granite and soap stone. 
No minerals or metals have been 
discovered. The rivers are the 
Broad and the Catawba, both of 
which are navigable for boats the 
whole length of the district; the 
smaller streams which are not 
navigable in consequence of the 
rapidity of their currents, are tht 
Rocky, Fishing, Turkey and Sandy 
rivers, the two first of which are 
branches of the Catawba, the last 
two of Broad river, and all of 
which are branches of the Ca 
tawba, the last two of Broad riv 
er, and all of which have numerous

d beautiful branches in turn.

Tht' falls of the L'alawba are a 
great natural curiosity. These are 
situated above Rocky Mount, the 
descending stream is confined by 
rocks which rise in height and ap 
proach each other gradually, like 
walls, narrowing" the river from a 
stream 180 yards wide into a chan 
nel of less than 60. Through this 
channel it is forced down into the 
narrowest part of the stream, call 
ed the "gulf", where, pent up on 
every side but one, it rushes over 
rocky steeps and ledges, is dashed 
from cock to rock, and forming a 
sheet of foam from shore to shore, 
is precipitated over no less than 
29 falls, to a depth of nearly 150 
feet. The agitated waters finally 
subside into partial tranquility in 
stream of more than 300 yards in 
width. The scenery here is very 
grand and beautiful.

The fish in the water of Chester 
are the shad, trout, red-horse, 
cat, perch, eel, tock-fish and many South Carolina, 
others.

The forest contain few pines aiv! 
these are of the short leaf; tin' 
most common native trees are tl:< 
several varieties of oak, the w;i 
nut, beech, poplar, etc. The fru; 
are the apple, peach, pear, a plum 
all of which thrive with little or nc 
cultivation. Cotton is the chi^f 
commodity of culture but there is 
no neglect of the grain and provi 
sion crops. The game are the 
deer, fox and turkey, the rabbit, 
squirrel, raccoon and opossum, 
all of which are in great numbers. 
The shad desert the rivers in the 
fall and return in the spring.

The district town is Chesterville. 
It is beautifully placed upon the

esteemed healthy and invigorating. 
Of the religious sects the Presby 
terian is the most numerous; after 
this, the Methodist and Baptist. 
Mount Dearborn was the name 
given to a military establishment 
of the United States at Rocky 
Mount, which was afterwards a- 
bandoned. It is a beautiful and 
imposing position. The manufac 
tures of this district are wholly do 
mestic.

Colonel Lacy, who distinguished 
himself at the battle of Hanging 
Rock, Kings Mountain and Black- 
stock's, was a native of Chester. It 
was in this district, near the wat 
ers of the Eswawpuddenah, that 
Sumter defeated the British under 
Weymss and here, also, on the 
banks of the Fishing Creek, this 
brave patriot met a severe reverse; 
suffering a surprise by which his 
troops were totally routed. For 
these actions, see the History of

r
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dividing ridge between the waters 
of Broad and Catawba rivers at 
the head of the east branch of 
Sandy river. The situation is lofty 
and romantic and so commanding 
that it has been likened to one of 
the strong fortresses of the feudal! 
times and barons—a little San Ma 
rion, equally secure in position as 
in the possession of a free, fear-1 
less and contented population. 
The grounds about it slope on all 
sides in the manner of a glacis; the 
woods are cleared beyond the 
range of cannon shot. The town 
contains a handsome courthouse, 
an academy, a jail and about 250 
inhabitants.

Education is Improving. The 
state annually appropriates $1,200 
for the instruction of the poor. 
The number of the dependent poor 
is very small—aot more than 26 i 
they are supported by the charity 
of the district. In 1825 the blind 
were 15, deaf and dumb seven and 
lunatic three. The cliinate of 
Chester, ilviu^h

The Public Square, Cheater
Having named the few resi 

dences situate in the village along 
the aix streets which diverge from 
the public square, I will mention 
the residences and places of busi 
ness bordering the square on the 
main hill. The only residence now 
standing of those then in existence 
is that of John Rosborough, clerk 
of court, now occupied by the two 
surviving daughters of the mer 
chant, James Graham. Passing 
thence westward along the public 
square was on the site of the pre 
sent post office the store of Amzi 
Neely, with whom was Middleton 
McDonald, ;iext was the law office 
of Samuel McAliley, next was i 
doctor shop, next the Robinson 
Hotel, next the store of John Mc- 
Kee, next a store of Charles Alex 
ander, next the law office of Maj. 
Nathaniel Eaves, next a tailor 
shop at a later date occupied by 
my uncle Rush Hudson, and lastly 
on the corner where stands the 
Cotton Hotel was the store of Mr. 
Coleman and Henry Kennedy, sub 
sequently occupied by Brawley and 
Alexander. Crossing Pinckney 
street the corner store was occu 
pied by Dr. Dunovant and after 
wards by William Lytle. Opposite 
to this, on the present site of the 
opera house, stood the large resi 
dence of George Kennedy, in after 
days owned by Mr. Middleton Mc 
Donald as a store and residence. 
Across the stre«$ or road leading

to Columbia, just opposite the 
George Kennedy House, was the 
residence of Maj. John Kennedy, 
from which, looking east were, in 
the order named, the residence and 
store of John McNinch, the store J 
of Dickson Henry, the residence 
and barroom of Joshua Gore, the 
residence of Mrs. Curry, and last, 
the tailor shop of my father jus; 
on the beginning of the descent.

On the east side of the square 
stood the house of old man Jimmy 
Adair and th« store of Thomas Me 
Clure. Not far in front of this 
store and in the east end of th< 
square was the courthouse, a two- 
story, hipped roof brick building 
an imposing structure for that day 
and time.

The Suburbs and Country 
Adjacent to Chester

At the period of which I speak 
the country adjacent to the village 
of Chester was indeed a paradise i 
The hills and dales were covered 
with a beautiful growth of forest 
of oak, hickory and blackjack, a- 
bounding in game, and in summer 
supplying to the people a great a- 
bundance of delicious grapes, whil 
st the sedge fields furnished great 
quantities of strawberries of finest 
flavor. The spring branches 
creeks and rivulets were w<?M 
stocked with nice fish—catfish 
«els, perch of every variety, ai i 
the stone-roller or horn-head. The 
small boy enjoyed fine sport in 
angling for them, and still greater 

in wadinjr. *kr



driving the fish under rocks and 
beneath the bank, and slyly draw 
ing them out by hand. Not in 
frequently instead of a fish he 
would find his hand drawing forth 
a water moccasin, which he was ,j 
not slow to release. On one oc- f 
caaion on a Sabbath day, brother ^ 
John, William Woods, called Bill

for short, and I wandered out two 
miles to a branch called Grassy 
Run, and in a quiet spot indulged 
in this sport of wading, driving nd 
catching fish from beneath the 
banks and rocks. Instead of a 
fish my brother John drew from 
the bank a large snapping turtle, 
luckily holding him by the tail. It 
was the most vicious snapper I 
ever saw. We started home with 
it, brother carrying it by the tail 
and holding it at a prudent dist 
ance from his body. We amused 
ourselves by spitting at its mouth 
to see it spring and snap. When 
near the village and before sepa 
rating Bill Woods, who was chew 
ing sweet gum, requested brother 
to hold the turtle well up so as to 
give him a fair spit. Filling his 
mouth with spittle, he thrust Ms 
head too close to the snapper, 
which, springing, fastened its 
beak in Bill's nose, and a scene 
ensued—brother John was pulling 
by the tail and Bill, screaming 
caught it round the necfc, and the 
struggle began. We had heard 
that a turtle would not let go until 

! it thundered, and no clouds were 
1 visible. Bill nevertheless cried 

out, "Oh, God, will it never thun 
der?" I was much terrified, but 
very careful to give the turtle a 
wide distance.

Finally, by a long pull, a strong 
^ pull and a pull together, the hold 
was broken at the expense of Bill's 
nose, leaving a severe wound and 
a lasting scar.

The small boy in that day and 
| time had much in his life and ex 
perience to develop his physical 
courage, hardihood, power of en 
durance and bodily strength, such 
as fishing, hunting, trapping, hill- 
climbing, tree-climbing, walking 
long distances, carrying burdens, 
gathering wild grapes, plums,
strawberries, gunning in daytime, 
hunting opposums and raccoons at 
night, swimming, boxing, wrestling 
and fist-fighting, fighting each 
other, fighting hornets, wasps 
and yellowjackets, and killing 
snakes, in which the woods, field* 
and waters abounded.

Boldness, daring, courage and 
self-reliance were engendered and 
developed by the surroundings. It 
began in infancy and continued to 
manhood.

Those Spartan mothers were 
the nurses of their babies and 
trainers of their children. They 
had no baby carriages, go-carts, 
leading-strings and negro nurses. 
The child learned self-reliance

from babyhood and waxed strong 
and healthy. Measles, mumps and 
whooping cough were all expect- 
ed in childhood, and welcomed, no 
doctor being called in or needed to 
treat them. So with chills and 
fever and summer complaint. The 
little brats never stopped eating 
corn-pone and fat meat, and easily 
pulled through. How true it is 
that nature is her own physician.

Fresh air, free exercise, plain 
food and sweet sleep impart to the 
human body powers of resistance 
and endurance to ward off disease, 
and if attacked by ailments, great 
recuperative energy. Nature furn 
ishes a remedy in the vegetable 
kingdom for all the ills that human
flesh is heir to; and the plain peo 
ple in that day were skilled in the 
virtues of roots and herbs which a- 
bounded in the forest, fields and 
gardens.

The RIT«» Family
The Rives family brought to A- 

merica a very old and honored 
name. Dr. George Rives, born in 
1559, an illustrious scholar of his 
day in England, was one of the 
translators of the King James ver 
sion of the Bible.

Dr. Brune Rives (Ryves), born 
1596 and died 1677, was chaplain 
to King Charles I and also to King 
Charles II.

This family migrated to Vir 
ginia and the Carolinas and thence
to Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, 
Texas and other parts of the coun 
try.

The first federal census of 1790 
shows that Benjamin Rives, a na 
tive of Brunswick county, Vir 
ginia, who died in Chester county, 
South Carolina and his brother, 
William Rives also a resident of 
Chester county, Camden District, 
were land owners and slave-own 
ers in the I790's until 1810. Their 
descendants are in Texas.

The first Ben Gulp (Kolb) an 1 
his sister, Barbara Gulp McKinney 
(scalped by the Cherokees, recov 
ered, and is one of Chester coun 
ty's favorite heroines) were des 
cendants of the Rives family. And 

' though the name Rivea has disap 
peared in Chester county, Mr. 
Fred Nunnery of Edgmoor writes 
"the descendants of Frances 
(Rives) Jordan and Henry Jordan 
'are from the mountains to the sea ( 
and over the plains from the At- 1, 
lantic to the Pacific' ". He adds 
they are among the best of the 
most prosperous and influential 
people of Chester county. The 
old house of Frances Rives Jordan 
and Henry Jordan is still standing 
also the house of John Rives (17- 
95} still stands.

its of Authentic Chester 
County History; Article 19

(GRIST) MILLS
A mill was operated on Turkey 

oranch near the residence of W. 
x Sibley at an early day, and 
lard by was a whiskey distillery.

Both were known as Cocker- 
ell'a. They were abandoned and 
.he houses were going to decay 
iome seventy years ago. Prob 
ably they were operated in Re 
volutionary times. Trace of the 
janal is all that can now be seen. 
A grist mill was operated on the 
Rocky Mount canal near the old 
Rock House in the late twenties 
and early thirties. This proba 
bly belonged to the canal com 
pany. No trace of it can now be 
seen. A grist mill was built on 
Rocky Creek by a Hart some time 
in the thirties, probably. James 
Pickett next came into posses 
sion. He being wealthy added a 
:otton gin and a saw mill. Green 
B. Montgomery became possessor 
in the early 50's. He changed the 
jotton gin into a flour mill. This
*as the first mill tp grind wheat 
m the community. These mills 
were all washed away by high
--reek of 1856. At that time they 
belonged to Samuel McAliley, of

Chester. He then put in a stone
dam and built a fine mill house

! with a atone basement and put in
i it three sets of stones, two
i provided with bolting cloths and
(a saw in the shed. An over shot
: wheel about 18 or 20 feet in
diameter and five or six feet wide
furnished the power for all the
machinery. His was probably
the finest mill in the up country
at that time, 1858, and paid a

', handsome per cent on the cost of
'about ten thousand dollars ($10,-
JOOO). It was burned by Sher-

1 man's army.
| The present machinery was

placed by Jesse A. Gladden in
] 882. It is in the possession of
his family at this time. John
Doig built and began to operate
a grist mill at the head of the
falls in the late thirties, which
was continued for ten years and
t hen abandoned. Jerry Gaither
erected a saw mill on "Dubutary"
in the 30's and operated it for
some years. It waa abandoned in
the 40's.
MOUNT DEARBORN COTTON

FACTORY
On the week baric of the river 

at the foot of the fall* Capt. Dan 
iel McCullough built ft cotton fac 
tory, it was completed and be- 
iran to be operated in 1849. A 
northern man, Russell, placed the 
machinery and trained the ne-
groes to do the work, and return 
ed to Ii was neve.

operated by any others than 
slaves and it paid.' It only spun 
thread. During the war this fac 
tory was thronged with orders 
for thread to be used as warp in 
the cloth which waa woven at 
home. This was destroyed by 
Sherman's firebugs. Captain 
McCullough operated a grist mill 
on the old factory site, for a few 
years after the war. This was 
abandoned and no more machinery 
placed there.

FIRST COTTON GIN
The Gaithers built and operat 

ed the first cotton gin in this 
community. Horse power was 
used.

TANNERIES
William Lewis, Jerimiah Gaith 

er, Green B. Montgomery, and at 
a later day, Billiard J. Gayden 
each owned and operated a tan 
nery.

BUGGY AND CARRIAGE 
FACTORY

During the year 1854-55 John 
T, Mathews manufactured bug 
gies and carriages near GladdenV, 
mill. He sold the place and left 
the community in 1856. The fac 
tory was then abandoned. "Sher- 
man played havoc with the build 
ing during his visit in 1866. 

BRIDGE ACROSS ROCKY
CREEK

The first bridge ever built a- 
crofts Rocky Creek at what is now 
Gladden's mill was destroyed by 
the high creek of 1856.

A lex Barber an old time free 
negro contracted to build it, while 
at work on it his son, Hsmp Bar 
ber, and another free negro, Bill 
Sanders, made it up with Rachel 
and Sudie Jones and their broth 
er Zack, slaves, to get these girls 
to a fre« state (Ohio) and marry 
them. Their object was made 
and they went as far as Charles 
ton where all were apprehended 
and brought back except Hamp 
Barber who made good his 
escape. Dr. Hall strapped his 
negroes according to their deserts 
and Bill Sanders was put in jail 
and the sheriff daily put oti 
stripes sufficient in number and 
degree for several days, to satisfy 
the law. That learned him that it 
wae more risky and painful, if 
caught, to steal a wife among 
slaves than among free negroes. 
This was about 1857. The bridge 
W«B finished that year or the 
next. This bridge wa» destroy' 
ed by a freshet in the creek in 
1888.

The stone pillows under tfi« 
present bridge were erected by 
Robert Hallburton, contractor, 

a wa» put up by an

Atlanta firm. The whole was 
completed and the bridge was i 
thrown open to the traveling pub- j 
lie in 1890. The cost of this j 
bridge is said to be twelve thousand ' 
($12,000). It is several feet 
higher than the old one.

WHISKEY DRINKING
During the first three or four 

decades of the last century two 
whiskey distilleries were within 
easy reach, and every store dis 
pensed the stuff. In addition to 
this, wagons from the mountains 
of N. C. would haul it *o the door 
of the people and fill a three 
gallon jug for one dollar or roll 
a forty gallon barrel in the house 
for a ten dollar bill. Most of the 
people kept a three gallon jug and 
always had one dollar on hand 
when the jug was empty. Dur 
ing these years a new and diffi 
cult era prevailed, gambling, box 
ing, wrestling, fistcuffs, fist and 
skull fights, then called, throwing 
bullets and horse racing was of 
ten indulged in. When Mount
Dearborn military establishment j 
was abandoned, a large number ' 
of small sized cannon balls were! 
left. These were taken and used ] 
in throwing bullets, the one send- J 
ing the bullet farthest "on the 
fly", was considered the winner. 
The race tract was north of, par- 
rallel with, and not far distant 
from that part of Rocky Mount 
road lying between the' residence 
of the late Robert Ford, and that 
of Stark P. Martin.

TEMPERANCE
The temperance wave struck 

this vicinity in the early 50's. A 
division of the 'sons of temper 
ance', was organized and a 
house was built for its occupancy. 
This house stood on the south 
side of the road nearly in front 
of the then residence of William 
Nichols. Since this time there 
has been little dram drinking, yet 
*'total Abstainers" are very few. 
There are no habital drinkers a- 
mong the negroes. Even in the 
first flush of their freedom, 
drunkness did not prevail to 
any great extent and at this time 
none of them ever gets boister 
ously drunk.

MASOR1C LODGE
The temperance division flour 

ished a few years and died. 
Shortly after its death a Masonic
Lodge was organized and made | 
its home in the old temperance I 
hall. The meetings of the Ma- [ 
sons were held there for several 
years. From this place it waa \ 
removed from the neighborhood, ! 
and the house was removed to j 
lands near Rocky Creek belong 
ing then to T. B. Lumpkin. Here 
it was used as a school house a 
few years. From this place it waa 
removed to a site near the pres 
ent residence of C. S. Ford. Here 
it again became the house of the
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went up in smoke at the insist- 
" ance of Sherman's fire bugs.

Miss Mary A. Nichels has a
certificate of membership of Ma-

} sonic Lodge No. 257, Ireland. It
i was issued to Thomas Nickels
I signed by Q. McCairn, and dated

October 12, 1761. The seal is
red sealing wax on a blue ribbon
and'is inserted in the parchment
on which it is written. It is in a
fair state of preservation and the
writing is legible.

A SKETCH OF 
FERGUSON H. BARBER 

Mr. Ferguson H. Barber was 
the third son of the late Alex 
ander and Sarah Barber, natives 
of Chester county. He was born 
September 4, 1832 about three 
miles from Richburg- on Rocky 
Creek. There he spent his boy 
hood.

He waa one of the first men in 
Cheater county to enter into the 
cotton mill business, having at j 
one time owned what was known I 
as the Fishing- Creek Mill, now, 
the Lando Mill.

He moved to York county and] 
since has been considered one of I 
the most influential men of that 
county. ;

Just before the Civil war, Mr. 
Barber had a leg broken by a I 
horse kicking him. He made two 
attempts to enter the Confeder 
ate service but was never able to 
stand 'a physical examination.I 
The injury kept him in bed for; 
nine months and for many more 1 
he was not able to leave the room, | 
it pained him no little that he! 
was not able to fight for his coun 
try. Besides being a large and 
progressive farmer, Mr. Barber I 
was a stockholder in the Mutual 
Dry Goods Company of Rock Hill.' 
He died at Rock Hill on Thursday] 
April 30th, 1908.

He was a brother of the late 
Col. Barber and Captain Osmond 
Barber.

(He was a descendant of Is 
abella and Samuel Ferguson, the 
latter being a brother of James 
and Patrick Ferguson, Revolu- 
f i-ir 'i • • royalists.)

S. C. - Counties - er (cani 7)

te of Authentic Chester
County History, Item 2O

Place—Name*
Bascomville—for Bishop Bas- 

com (M. C. Church 1942-56)
Baton Roug«— (Red Stick) 

named by French colonists from 
a red boundary mark which sepa 
rated their lands from -the In 
dians'.

Blackstock—named for 1st P. 
M. Edward Blackstock.

Beaver Dam creek — Indian- 
keenta (beaver) ooh (water) 
hones (path).

Catawba—for Catawba Indians. 
Katapa, Cherokee meant divided- 
between Catawba and Cherokee.

Da vis—family "prominent for 
over 100 years.

Dinber—composite names of Mr. 
Hardin and his wife, Mrs. Barbee.

Ferguson's Crossroads—Now 
York.

Fishing Creek—Chester, York. 
Many fish.

Hemlock—for many htmlock 
trees that grew in the neighbor 
hood,

Lando—Colonists who settled 
there in 1787 from Bavaria, Ger 
many in memory of Landean from 
whence came the carriage called 
Landean.

Lowrys — Scotch-Irish settlers 
came 1750's from Pennsylvania, 

[especially the Lowrys family. The 
Lowry home called Erwin place is 
said to be haunted by the Ghost of 
J. G. Lowry, an ante-bellum de- 
vine.

Mount Dearborn—named in 18- 
03 for Henry Dearborn when aa 
Sec. of War in Pres. Jefferson's 
cabinet went there to lay the cor 
nerstone of an arsenal abandoned 
1825 because Congress failed to 
act.

Nitrolee—named for "S" Lee 
!who 1917 brought a machine that 
i he hoped would take nitrogen from 
the air, failed to do so, but a power 
plant developed (nitrogen-Lee).

Richburg—Fertile soil or weal 
thy settlers (First name- Rich 
Hill).

Rocky Creek — Rocky founda 
tions of its course.

RosBville—named for an early
\ A.R.P. minister who established a 

church there.
Sandy River—by Colonists for 

sandy soils through which it runs. 
Others

Turkey Creek, Bull Run Creek, 
Tan Yard Branch, Susey Bowl, 
Wylie's Mills, Thickety, Tinker's 
Creek.

PUcec-Namet in Other States
Perpetuate the Family Name* of

Chester County Emigrants
Rives, Tennessee is evidently 

named for the Rives family no 
longer living in Chester County, 
except one family in the Harmony 
community <Harmony Baptist 
church) who spell their name 
Reeves.

McKinney, Texas. "There is a 
small town of McKinney, Texas 
whose inhabitants are descendants 
of John McKinney of South Caro 
lina." John McKinney married 
Frances Jordan, daughter of Hen 
ry and Frances Rives Jordan of 
Chester county. "They went to 
Texas and left a large family."

Chester, Mississippi—Named for 
Chester, South Carolina by famil 
ies who migrated to Mississippi as 
told by their descendants to Mr. 
Hafner while on a visit to Chester 
Mississippi.

Gillsville, Georgia—Founded by 
Major Josiah Henry Gill wh o 
migrated from Chester county a- 
bout1830.

The Rives Family
The Rives family brought to 

America a very old and honored 
name. Dr. George Rives, born in 
1559, an illustrious scholar of his 
day in England, was one of the 
translators of the King James ver 
sion of the Bible.

Dr. Brune Rives (Ryves), born 
1596 and died 1677, was chaplain 
to King Charles I and also to King 
Charles II.

This family migrated to Vir 
ginia and the Carolinas and thence 
to Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, 
Texas and other parts of the coun 
try.

The first federal census of 171*0 
shows that Benjamin Rives, a na 
tive of Brunswick county, Virginia, 
who died in Chester county, South 
Carolina and his brother, William 
Rives also a resident ' of Chester 
county, Camden District, were 
land-owners and slave-owners in 
the 1790's until 1810. Their de 
scendants are in Texas.

The First Ben Culp (Kolb) and 
his sister, Barbara Culp McKinney 
(scalped by the Cherokeef,, recov 
ered, and is one of Chester coun 
ty's favorjte heroines) were des 
cendants of the Rives family. And 
though the name Rives has disap 
peared in Chester county, Mr. Fred 
Nunnery of Eofcemoor writes "tin- 
descendants of France* (Rives? 
Jordan and Henry Jordan 'are 
from the mountains to the sea and

over the plains fmm th.- Atlantic 
to the Pacific." He adds they aiv 
among the best of the most prosp 
erous and influential people of 
Chester county. The old house of 
Frances Rives Jordan and Henry 
Jordan is still standing, also the 
house of John Rives (1795) still 
stands.

Bits of Authentic Chester 
County History; Item 21
The Beginning Of The Secession

Morement In Chester—By D.
Green Stinion

In 1851 I took part in politics 
again. The secessionists had held 
several meetings in Chester Dis 
trict. The Union or Co-operation 
party held a meeting in Chester 
Courthouse on the first Monday in 
August. Barnwell Rh«tt came up 
on Saturday. The Secessioners 
had runners out on Sunday at all 
the churches. On Monday it was 
so arranged that I should take the 
chair and Mr. Rhett be invited to 
open the discussion, each side be 
ing limited to an hour and a half. 
A watch was on the stand, when 
the time was out I gave a rap and 
he closed. Mr. McAliley replied, 
occupying the same time. Rhett 
had half an hour in which to reply. 
He became very sarcastic by call 
ing McAliley an up country law 
yer, with a great lack of Constitu 
tional knowledge. This was a 
great mistake in Rhett. McAliley 
in reply far exceeded him in sar 
casm and severe cuts, and when 
the four hours ended Rhett went 
off the stand apparently chagrined 
and disappointed and in bitter com 
plete defeat.

At a Fourth of July celebration 
in I860 held at Union Church 
Candidates for the legislature were 
present. Samuel McAliley and T. 
W. Moore were candidates for the 
Senate, I was placed in the chair. 
McAliley made a speech of con- 
iderable length opposing seces 

sion. Dr. Moore replied, rather 
denying secession. His object, ap 
parently, being to avoid discus 
sion. That evening I wrote an ar 
ticle signed "Spectator" quoting 
Thomas Jefferson, who on similar 
occasions opposed rash measures. 
The contest between McAliley and 
Moore was very excited. Fre 
quently I wrote articles as "spec 
tator" and "spy" and also "Ithaca" 
showing the evils of secession. 
McAliley was elected. Chester 
had gone against secession. Pro-

»ly the only district in the state

in which the issue was made. Mc 
Aliley was the only man in the leg 
islature who voted against seces 
sion.

When the election for the con 
vention came, I refused to have 
anything to do with it, my desire 
was simply to be a spectator but 
the revolutionary spirit was a- 
broad in the land.

Mob.
The first case that came under 

my notice was during a snow 
storm. A man, with dogs, came to 
my nephew's, R. W. Crawford's 
and arrested his negro, Tom, for 
some words spoken, and carried 
him off to a meeting of the vigi 
lant committee at Roddytown. Mr. 
Crawford, being alarmed for fear 
his negro'might be hung, came to 
me and got me to go with him. 
When I arrived there, the commit 
tee asked me to sit with them. My 
reply was, "No gentlemen, I am a
lawabiding citken. South Caro 
lina has organized courts of ma-. 
gistrates and freeholders to try i 
the negroes. If Tom has commit- ! 
ted an offense, take him before 
such a court. Every one of you 
are trespassing and liable to indict 
ment for a misdemeanor."

The rabble in Fletchale's region 
hung Mr. McAliley in effigy. To 
this I write a communication a- 
bout Henry Laurens being hung in 
effigy by the rabble in Charleston 
yet when the crisis arrived Laurens 
was at the head of the Revolution. 
I applied Mr. McAliley's case to * 
that of Laurens over the signature > 
of Catawba. !

After the first companies had 
volunteered I wrote in my own 
name, called a meeting: for the pur 
pose of organizing to aid poor 
families should the men be called j 
into service, and of seeing that the 
laws of the country were respect 
ed, of seeing that no one should be 
deprived of his rights, without a 
legal trial. I was made chairman 
for the Board of Relief for Ches 
ter and served through the war. 
In I860 I Mill Jmppd th«»
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tit's might lit- si'ttK'i! without war 
even when Abraham Lincoln was 
elected by one third of the popular 
vote. Yet seven wicked spirits in 
the shape of northern governors 
congregated in Washington and 
tempted Abraham Lincoln to take 
the whole Govermane on his 
shoulder, trample the Constitution 
of the United States under foot. . 
. . suspended the Writ of Habeas 
Corpus, and brought on a Civil 
War in which probably a million 
men were lost. "He that Killeth 
with a bullet must be killed with a 
bullet. Abraham Lincoln did not 
die in the house of the Lord. . . .1 
think all future historians will 
place him as I have done, as a 
warning to all usurpers." I op 
posed the violations of the con 
stitution of South Carolina in 18- 
32, and was equally opposed to the 
violation of the constitution of the 
United States in 1861. Such is a 
brief outline of my recollections, 
training, pursuits, public life, and 
my opinion with regard to all u- 
surpers.

Here I deem it not out of place 
that I collected a large amount of 
ecclesiastical material, most of 
which is to be embodied by Dr. 
Howe in his history of the Presby 
terian Church in South Carolina, 
of which church I have been a 
member for near fifty years. Dur 
ing thirty five years I have held 
the office of ruling elder in Cedar 
Shoals Church; have frequently 
been a member of Bethel Presby 
tery, and the Synod of South Caro- 

j line, and in 1854 was a delegate 
I from Bethal Presbytery to the 
I General Assembly of the Presbyte 

rian- Church of the United States 
of America, which convened in 
Buffalo, New York. (The above 
sketch was dictated by Daniel 
Greene Stinson in 1871. It ia sim-

established a paper called The 
Hive, in Columbia, an organ of the 
Union party, and was edited by Dr. 
Landrum. I frequently contribut 
ed short articles to this paper.

Nullification Grow* Bitter
]

In Checter District j
In the canvas of 1830, all of the i 

lawyers were with the Nullifiers. j 
They first proposed to nullify the 1 
tarriff through the legislature, but . 
this did not take well with the peo- * 
pie. They then went for a con 
vention, called a mass meeting of 
the citizens of the District, to as 
semble on the first Monday of 
September, and argued before the 
people to leave it to a convention, 
which might nullify the tariff, or 
not, just as might be thought best. 
A young man opposed the call of
the convention. H« then denounc- - 
ed as a submissioni.st, and an order
was given to throw him out of the 
door. This was promptly met by 
the crowd, "Do if you dare; your 
blood shall sprinkle this floor." 
Several old men tried to say some 
thing, but they could not be heard, 
BO great was the confusion. The 
legislature, in 1830, failed to call 
a convention. The Nullifiers took 
the name of "Jackson and States 
Rights," and the other party took 
the name of "Union and States 
Rights," and the two parties be 
came very bitter toward each oth 
er. The Nullifiers denounced the 
Union men as submissionists and 
soaptails, and tariff men. The 
Nullifiers raving formed associa 
tions all over the State by the 
name of "Free Trade Associations 
issued tracts, monthly, to circulate 
among the people. The Union par 
ty then retaliated by calling them 
"Jacobin Clubs" and "Bombsuck- 
ers."
Adjutant Under June* McDaniel 

About this time the office of
ply a statement of facts applicable"! Colonel became vacant. Lieuten- 

jin this case to the individual.) ant Colonel John Moore, Major
-' " " Captain JamesDANIEL GREENE STINSON 

St.tei Right* 1828-1860
I never had any aspirations for 

office. Still, I always read the 
papers and kept myself posted In 
the politics of the times. At my 
earliest recollection I was a Jef- 
fersonian. My father despised the 
administration of Adams on ac 
count of the still tax. I examined 
the Exposition of 1828, said to

James Wood and
McDaniel were candidates for the
office. An election was held but 
therg_ being a tie and failure Jo 
elect, it had to run over again. 
The Union party thought it neces 
sary to secure the office. It was 
so managed as to elect James Mc 
Daniel, a son of Revolutionary 
soldier. I accepted, under him, 
the office of adjutant, and was

have been written by John C. Cal-| € iecte(j Captain of the artillery.
houn, and was decidedly opposed 
to the doctrines advanced.

In 1830, the district, (Chester) 
became politically divided. Many 
of my best friends were in the 
rank* of the Nullifiers. Yet, dif 
fering- from them, my motto was, 
"Principles, not men." Although 
I differed from others in opinion, 
still, I retained their personal 
friendship.

The press of the state espoused 
the cause of the Nullifiera, and

Through the military, we had the 
most of our political meetings, 
such as the celebration of the 
Fourth of July, the militia being 
out under arms.

Chester District Indorse*
Nullification

In 1831 the Nullifiers carried 
the State—the district of Chester 
by a majority of over three hun 
dred. At the commencement of 
1832, threw aside the name of 
Jackson, taking that of "States

Right* and Free Trade." In 
September, the Union party held 
their first convention in Colum 
bia, when they organized proper 
ly as a party and offered terms of 
compromise to the Nullifiers. The 
Union men placed Joel R. Poinsett 
at the head of the party in Decem 
ber. I was a member of both con 
ventions.

Contrary to the expedition of 
the Nullifiers the Union Conven 
tion met in December. The legis 
lature meeting at the same time 
passed to the second reading a bill 
conscripting the militia in four 
classes. When the Union Conven 
tion met the legislature stood by 
for several days to see what the 
Union party would do. Conscript 
ing them at bay, Judge Huger 
proposed that the convention sit 
for months, but the members were 
to go home, sending others in their 
place. After several days they de 
cided not to interrupt the acts of j 
the legislature, not to be drawn in 
to revolution but to act peaceably 
as citizens. Mr. Poinsett complet 
ed the organization of the party. 
The Convention adjourned to meet 
again in the spring to meet at 
Poinsett's call. The legislature 
dropped the conscript bill, but 
passed a bill calling for Volun 
teers. This act separated the par 
ties, Nullifiers forming volunteer 
companies. The Union Composed 
the Militia. Whenever we had a 
political meeting, the regiment 
was called out.

December, 1833 the legislature 
organized the militia and passed 
a test-oath of office. Election o- '
the Militia took place April 11, 18-1 
34. The Union Party having two 
to one elected all officers of the 
Regiment. As expected. General 
McMeekin refused to resign his 
commission. It was carried into 
court. McMeekin was ordered to 
appear at Lancaster. Major Eaves 
defending him; Judge Richftrdson 
presided at the trial the following 
Saturday. Eaves speech occupied 
three hours; Williamsons reply, 
two hours; Judge Richardson's 
opinion two hours. I wrote the ac 
count of the trial for The Hives. 
The case was taken to the court of 
Appeals in Columbia and the Mili 
tia test-oath was decided unco? 
stitutional. All the Union men ex- 
cept one voted for the Amend 
ment to the Constitution. Twenty 
Nullifiers voted against it declar 
ing that they had given up on the 
grounds for which they had been 
contending. Some of them left 
the state in disgust. Peace bein^ 
restored Judge Eaves elected t<> 
the United States Senate and
Richardson, Governor, I retired 
from politics devoting my time and
attention to private business.
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Office and Of fie*-Holding In 
ChetUr Cvunty 75 Year* Ago
By the comparison of elections 

of the present day with the elec 
tions of 1850 and thereabouts we 
find various differences—both in 
regards to officers and manner of 
running. Formerly the governor, 
lieutenant governor, adjutant gen 
eral, and state treasurer were the 
only officers. These were all 
elected by the legislature and ser 
ved for a period of two yeare. Be 
fore election no public speaking 
took place except on the Fourth of 
July and big- muster days at which

j time there were very lengthy ad 
dresses. County conventions were

, unknown. Each candidate ran on 
his own will. Candidates were 
particularly chaste in regard to 
talk concerning their opponents. If 
not, they might quickly be challen 
ged on the field of honor.

j In the year 1851 a very exciting 
' and memorable election took 
place. Mr. Sam McAliley and Dr. 
Tom Moore were running for the 
Senate. At this time the question 
of secession was uppermost in 
everyone's mind. McAliley was in 
favor of calling a convention to 
oppose secession. Moore was op 
posed to this. Moore was a polish 
ed gentleman, a scholar, a speaker, 
and was very popular with the 
people. McAliley was abrupt in his 
manner, dogmatic in address and 
enunciation of principles and un 
sociable. However, he had an un 
usual mind. The majority of the 
people were opposed to secession; 
so, McAliley was elected. The de 
bates almost raised in riots but 
election passed off quietly.

The county officers consisted of 
the Sheriff, which was the most 
important, the Clerk of Court, the 
Ordinary, same as the Probate 
Judge, Commissioner of Roads, and 
Commissioner of the Poor, who 
had charge of the school funds for 
the poor.

The candidates very rarely made 
| speeches instead treated at the bar
room, especially on election day.

The qualifications of a person 
running for a public office is as 
follows: he must be a white man; 
he must be 21 years of age; and he 
must have lived in Chester County 
for six (6) month*.

During the campaigns many 
lies were told to and by the 
friends of the various candidates. 
John Barleycorn was frequently

present, fistcuffs were plentiful,
but knives and pistols were never
used. Best man became a hero. 

Large Slave* Owner* of
Chatter County 

The fololwing is a list of slave
owners in Chester county who
owned over 100 slaves:
Date Owner No. of Slaves
1830 H. A. Davie 160 

A. J. Green 166 
T. G. Blewitt 145 
Wm. Davie 136 
J. S. Rice 118 
John Thomas 110 
Edward Mobley 105

1840 Col. F. W. Davie 138 
Thomas De Graffenried 109 
Col. Theodore Randall 100

1850 Col. Davie's Estate 199
Thomas De Graffenried 160
Charner Scaife 143

P. E. Kennedy 103
1860 Thomas Boulware 157 

John J. McLure 150 
William Cloud 128 
L. C. Hinton (Admt. 123 
for 6 childem) 
Jas. McLure 120 
B.C. McLure 110 
Tscharner Degraffenricd

108 
Henry Worthy 107


