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Early Histoiy Of Chester 
County Very Interesting

The following sketch by Dr. G. 
B. White, which was written for 

Southern Christian Advocate 
in November, 1900, just before 
the Methodist Conference of 
South Carolina assembled in Beth 
el M. E. church, this city, for its 
annual meeting is most interest-

*:-
"Chester county. S. C.. was sur 

veyed and its present boundaries 
established as Chester District in 
1785. Previous to that time it 
va? a part of craven County with 
,he county-seat at Camden. A 

district court was established and 
for 10 years at a place called 

Walker's, near what is now Lewis' 
Turn-out.

About 1795 commissioners were 
appointed to locate and erect a 
?ourt house. The commissioners 
were at first disposed to locate the 
:ourt house at Old Purity Church, 
three miles southeast of Chester, 
which is about the geographical 
center of the County. At that 
time General Edward Lacy owned 
and was living on the land, or at 
east part of the land on which 

the city of Chester is built. Gen 
eral Lacy was one of the heroes of 
:he Revolutionary War. His bio 
grapher states that he was engag 
ed in more battles than perhaps 
any other officer in the State. He 
was a member of the Legislature 
at that time and ha<l great influ 
ence in the County. Tradition 
says he brought undue influence 
to bear on the commissioners and 
induced them to locate the court 
TO use where the city now stands.

The first court house stood in 
the public square about opposite 
the National Exchange Bank. 
This building stood until 1855, 
when it was removed and the pre 
sent court house erected.

The district court was held here 
from 17&5 to 1795 when the cir 
cuit court was established. Mr. 
John Rosborough was elected 
clerk of the court in 1800 and ser 
ved for 50 years.

As early as 1732 a few adven- 
tursome Scotchmen settled near 
the mouth of Rocky Creek and be 
gan to traffic with the Indians. 
Most of the early settlers of the 
County were Scotch-Irish. A 
good many of them came from the 
counties of York, Lancaster, and 
Cheater in Pennsylvania, which 
jaccounts for three counties of th« 

name in South Carolina.

Many came direct from Ireland by 
way of Charleston. This side of 
immigration set in about 1755 and 
continued up to the Revolution. 
By that time a large portion of the 
county had been settled.

These early settlers endured a 
great many trials and hardships 
before, during the same time after 
the Revolution. We have it by 
tradition from one who lived dur 
ing that time that many brave, 
good men lived at times for mon 
ths on bread and water, with what 
meat they could procure from the 
wild game of the country.

Some of the early settlers suf 
fered greatly from the savage 
Cherokee Indians who inhabited 
the western part of the State. In 
order to protect themselves again 
st the Indians, they built forts as 
places of refuge. One of these 
forts was built on Fishing Creek 
and was known as Steel's Fort, 
and another at Land's Ford, 
known as Taylor's Fort

In 17ftl a party of Indians ap 
peared very unexpectedly in the 
Fishing Creek neighborhood near 
the residence of William and 
James McKenny, who were absent 
at the time on a trip to Camden. 
Several of the neighbors assembl 
ed at the house of William Mc 
Kenny for defense against the 
Indians. The next morning there 
being no Indians in sight Mrs. Mc 
Kenny ventured out to milk the 
cows. While milking several In 
dians crawled on their hands and 
knees to where she was. She 
made no effort to escape, but a- 
greed to go quietly to the house 
with them. As they came near 
the house Michael Melgery shot 
at and wounded the Indian that 
held Mrs. McKenny by the arm. 
She broke loose from him-, but an 
other Indian pursued her to the 
door. At the moment John Fer- 
guson opened the door to let her 
in. He was instantly killed and 
his mother mortally wounded by 
shots fired by the Indians. The 
door was then closed. After sev 
eral of the Indians were wounded 
by shots from those in the house 
they retreated, taking with them 
Mrs. McKenny, who did not suc 
ceed in getting into the house. 
When she was dragged about half 
mile from her home she waa tom- 
ahawcd in th* back and head §cal-
j»od »rtd left for dead. After she 
lay unconscious for gome time she

regained consciousness and crawl 
ed back home. When the Indians 
came in the neighborhood of 
Rocky Creek they killed John MJ- 
Daniel and wife and carried off 
his seven children, the oldest being 
a girl of 15 years old.

These brutal acts aroused the 
the people and a party headed by 
Thomas Steels were soon in pur 
suit. They followed them almost 
to the borders of the Cherokee 
nation. They came upon them in 
the dead of night, killed most of 
them and rescued the children. 
Thomas Garrett of Kocky Creek 
killed the one who had tomahawk 
ed Mrs. McKenny, and actually 
found her scalp in his shot hag.

The wound in the head of Mrs. 
Mf-Kenny never healed entirely, 
but she lived for many years and 
had born to her several children. 
One horn three months after she 
was tomahawked was plainly 
marked with a tomahawk and 
drops of blood as if running down 
the side of her face. This child 
was living as late as 1827 in Ten 
nessee, the wife of John Stead- 
man. Mr. John C. McFadden, our 
most efficient clerk of court, who 
has just been elected the fifth 
time to that position, is a great 
grandson of Mrs. McKenny. 
When the Revolutionary War be 
gan the Scotch-Irish of Chester 
were almost to a man on the side 
of liberty. This was quite natur 
al, as many of them before coming 
to this country and their ancestors 
before them had been persecuted 
on account of their views on civil 
and religious liberty.

The first resistance made in 
this part of the State against the 
British was made at Beckhamville, 
situated in the southeastern part 
of Chester county. Early in 1780 
a British officer was sent to Beck 
hamville, supported by 100 sold 
iers. Circulars were sent through 
the surrounding country com 
manding the people to come in and 
take British protection and swear 
allegiance to the British govern 
ment. Every inducement possible 
was offered Justice John Gaston, 
a man of great influence, who liv 
ed in that community, to come in 
and take protection. Instead of 
accepting British protection he 
went to work to run the officers 
and his supporters out of the 
country. Justice Gaston was 80 
years old and not able to bear 
arms himself, but he had nine 
brave sons who were always ready 
to do their duty. Runners were 
sent thro' the country to notify 
the friends of liberty to assemble 
that night at the home of Justice 
Gaston for the purpose of making

an attack on the British the next 
morning. That night 24 men 
joined the Gaston brothers. This 
party of 33 men, led by Capt. 
John McClure, attacked the Bri 
tish early the next morning and 
completely routed them, killing 
several of them. Eight of thi* 
party were from the immediate 
neighborhood of what now is the 
city of Chester. Two of them 
were Walkers and have numerous 
descendants living in and in the 
immediate vicinity of the city of 
Chester.

A short time after this Captain 
McClure led a company of men a- 
gainst a force of British stationed 
at Mobley's meeting house, in the 
upper edge of Fairfield County, 
who had been sent there for the 
same purpose as those at Beck 
hamville. They were also routed 
and several killed.

The battles of Sumter's Defeat 
and Fish Dam were fought in 
Chester county. We have the gun 
in our possession now, the gun 
used by our grandfather in both 
of these and other battles of the 
Revolution. We have a real 
daughter of the Revolution living 
now in Chester County. She has 
passed her 97th birthday, but still 
enjoys good health and has a vivid 
recollection of things that occur 
red in her young days. Her fath 
er was Capt . Hugh Knox, who, 
with four brothers served through 
the Revolution and were engaged 
in several battles. Mrs. Wallace 
has told us that she had ofter 
heard her father relate the exper 
ience in the battle of Hanging 
Rock. He said as he stood beside 
one of the Gaston brothers, men 
tioned above, his cousins, fighting 
hand to hand with the enemy, 
Gaston fell dead in front of him. 
The powder from the gun that 
killed him burnt Capt. Knox's 
face, leaving a scar which he car 
ried to his grave 40 years after. 
W*w>n this battle ended three of 

,tha Gaetons lay dead, the body of

one lying across another. The 
fourth brother, Joseph Gaston, a 
boy of 16, lay severely wounded in 
the face. Capt. McClure, their 
cousin, lay mortally wounded and 
died at Charlotte, N. C., several 
days after. Joseph Gaston was 
the ancestor of the Gastons now 
living in the city of Chester.

General Adair, a native of 
Chester county, and who served in 
several battles of the Revolution 
said the battle of Hanging Kock 
was the hardest fought battle of 
any in which he engaged. Gen 
eral Adair was born nine miles 
north of Chester on the plantation

now owned by the family of the 
John O. Darby. He moved "to 
Kentucky some time- after rhe 
Revolution. lie commanded tlv 
Kentucky troops and was second 
in command at the battle of Now 
Orleans. After he returned to 
Kentucky he was elected governor 
of the State. Gen. Adair was a 
trranduncle of the late Hon. Jamee 
Hemphill of Chester.

One of the historic places of 
Chester County is Mt. Dearbo-n, 
situated on the bank of Catawba 
Falls. It was named in honor of 
General Dearborn, who was secre 
tary of war during President Jef 
ferson's administration. Thi- 
place was first owned by General 
Sumter, and was sold by him to 
the United States government 
during the administration of Pres 
ident Jefferson. A United States 
milhary post was established and 
mRiniaine'l here 'for so ire iin
The ruins of several brick build 
ings surrounded by a rock forti 
fication can still be seen there.
General Senf, a celebrated civil 
engineer, who surveyed the old 
Santee and Catawba canals, i*

buried on Mount Dearborn. Tra-l 
dicion says the United States mili 
tary academy at West Point camel 
within one voje in congress of be 
ing established on Mquni Deai-| 
born.

About 1825 the State construct-! 
«d a canal around Catawba Falls 1 
at cost of about $3,000,000. On 
ly those who have seen this canal 
can have any conception of tb'- 
immense work it required to con 
struct it. The locks on the canal 
and the rock house in which the 
superintendent of the canal lived, 
are splendid specimens of rock 
work, and are said to have been 
done by skilled workmen from 
Scotland."


