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Chester Home Demonstration Women 
To Compile History Of County
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In the fall of 1057 the Ches 
ter County Council (if Home De 
monstration Women selected a.- 
its goal, "Histoiy of Chester 
County." Kuch club has been 
gathering- and compiling history 
of its particular community. 
The Council plans to compile the 
history presented from each 
club and print it into a booklet 
form.

There are =ome interesting 
facts being- gathered by each 
club. From Halsollville H. D. 
Club there is Woodward Baptist 
Church, which was built in 
1830. During the Civil War, in i 
1865, when it was apparent that j 
the army of the South was | 
breaking up and President Jef- i 
fe 1*9011 Davis and his Cabinet had f 
to leave Richmond, his advice U> : 
his wife was to take the children! 
and go South. Mrs. Davi.s and i

the children, along- with *evenil 
faithful set vants, came by rail 
way to Chester. Here they 
found the tracks destroyed and 
had to find other means of 
travel. The party found an am 
bulance and traveled on unlil 
night and found shelter in a 
church by the roadside. They 
spent the nipht in Woodward 
Baptist Church.

The following is a portion of 
the history of the Oakley Hall 
community which that home de 
monstration club has compiled: 

"O»kl*y Hall"
If "Oakley Hall." the Saitf 

home, could Ulk, it could re 
late many interesting things 
which have occurred in thirf 
community since it was built. 
Many birth.*, marriages, and 
deaths have taken place in thn 
house.

The house w-a* built by I>r. 
<libb«s from Charltnton, S. C., 
as a summer home in 1828. The 
land was purchased from Judge 
DessaRaure. The house wu 
built like the old Charleston 
homes high off the ground.

Slave labor was used entirely 
in its construction. The bru-kr1 
which were used were made on 
the place and the lumber which 
was hand hewn and planed was 
cut from the trees on the plac" 
and pegged together with wood 
en p**gs.

The four story house has a 
cellar which is made into room* 
and an attic of two rooms. There 
are three halls and nine rooms  
four of these rooms are 18x22 
feet with very high ceilings and 
four windows each which are so 
high a step ladder has to be used 
to reach the top. The doors have 
MX panels with brass knob« HIM]

screw hinges. The fireplaces 
are over foor feet wide with 
hand carved mantels and hearths 
of soap stone.

The story is told that while 
the hearths were being laid, one 
of the workers dropped a ptone 
and broke it. This made Dr. 
Gibbes so angry that he whipped 
the slave severely.

The floors of the house are 
made from the heart of the pine 
and the planks are at least six 
inches wide.

Children of every generation 
have been fascinated by the 
stairs which go up from the 
back hall to the attic. The banis 
ters and posts are made from 
walnut. The Saye children kept 
the handrails polished because 
they rarely used the steps in 
coming down. They always slid 
down.

Originally there was a double 
porch with columns on the front. 
But this had to be removed so 
there is only one porch now.

In 1800 Rev. J. H. Saye an 
swered a call to preach at Fish 
ing Creek Church. When he 
was getting ready to come to 
this country to find a home, his 
wife told him she wanted a big 
house for her big family. After 
looking around he found Oakley

Hall, the bigp-est notice in the 
community for sale. He bought 
if from a Mr. I.owry.

Very little of the original gar- 
don remains   the magnolia 
tree, the apple japonicas, bulb* 
and crepe myrtle trees. The 
grape vine still covers the front 
porch but the one on the back 
porch has long since been gone.

The house is, now owned and 
occupied by Mi.ss Margaret Saye. 
Her sister, Mrs. J. G. Hollis, Jr., 
and family live there also. The 
school, Oakley Hall, was once 
called Red Gate. Mr. W. D. 
Knox, with Mrs. Saye'.s consent, 
changed the name to Oakley Hall 
i ",!' >  y<»ar* ago.

PLEASURE IN THE PADA CIRCLE
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Chester: Fascinating County 
Is As Colorful As Its History

OSBORNE

By CLYDE OSBORNE
Ohtrrttr Staff Writer

CHESTER. S. C.   Did you 
know that some 21 miles from 
here, and around 40 miles from 
Charlotte, there's a canal?

It's no little 
one either, 
standing 12 
feet wide, 12 
feet deep and 
several hun 
dred feet in 
length. And 
today the ca 
nal stands as 
linn and se 
cure as when 
built 135 years 
ago.

The Landsfurd Canal in east- 
rrn Chester County was I h e 
first step in Engineer-Architect 
Robert Mills's ill-fated dream 
to span a continent by water. 
The plan would have extended 
* waterway from Charleston to 
the headwaters of the Catawba 
River, thence by one of four 
ways to connect with the west 
ward flowing Ohio River.

The canal with locks was de 
signed to by-pass the shoals 
in the Catawba at Landsford.

A few strokes of the az In 
cutting down the Irecs now 
growing In the canal, fitting 
of the lock gates, diversion 
of water from the near-by 
t atawha Into the canal and a 
barge of cotton could be on 
its way down to Charleston.

Few visitors know the his 

torical significance of the ca 
nal's perfect masonry, because 
the landmark bears not a sin 
gle mark of identification and 
is about two miles from any 
paved road. But the dirt road 
leading to it is passable at most 
times of the year.

* * *
ATTRACTIONS

Landsford Canal is just one 
of the few attractions Chester 
County holds for week-end visi 
tors or Sunday afternoon rid 
ers.

A fine combination of mod 
ern recreational facilities amid 
many landmarks of historical 
significance make Chester 
County a truly alluring place 
tor residents and visitors.

The beautiful Springmaid 
Gold Course is open to the 
public. A modern, newly-remod 
eled swimming pool is at Ches 
ter. There's 'jnnis. There's 
fishing at dozens of private and 
public lakes.

On the back waters of the 
Catawba water skiing, fishing, 
boating, swimming and other 
water sports are popular.

Quail, rabbits, ducks, dove 
and other game abound for 
hunters. A new 35-acrc lake 
near the airport offers fine fish 
ing and water fowl hunting.

* * *
INDIAN LORE

For amateur or professional 
archaeologists, Indian lore is 
to be found at the Big Spring. 
the home of Mrs. Emma Mea- 
dor, Rt. 1.

Fourth Article 
Of A Series

I^ong years ago   probably 
before the beginning of the 17th 
century, tribes of Indians liv 
ed near a cold lake six miles 
east of here, and enjoyed the 
Big Spring's flow.

A wide vareity of types and 
sizes of tomahawks, arrow 
heads, stone axes, and broken 
pottery found here attest to 
the residence of the Indians.

General Cornwallis is suid to 
have camped east of this big 
lake during the Revolutionary 
War.

And during the IMO's when 
the worst drought known hit this 
section, people came in ox carts 
and wagons to haul the water 
in barrels and other vessels. 
The spring has never diminish 
ed in supply at any season. 

* * * 
LEGENDS

In the Chester County library 
is a bench fashioned like a set 
tee which Aaron Burr slept on 
at Lcwisville when he was 
being transported north to 
stand trial (or treason.

And history was made in the 
Fishing Creek section of Ches 
ter County, where settlers suf 
fered horribly at the hands of 
savage Catawba Indians.

One of the strangest happen 

ings of record is a favorite J, 
story in Fishing Crc<-k. |L

In 1761 William McKinnev re 
turning to his home found his 
wile, Barbara Gulp McKinney, 
scalped of her pretty red hair 
and left for dead one half mile 
from the house.

Michael Melbury. who lived 
at a fort near Landsford. fol 
lowed the Indians, found the 
one who had the scalp and 
killed him. He brought the 
scalp back.

Mrs. McKinney survived and 
later gave birth to a daughter 
whose descendants are still 
living here.

* + *
LANDMARK

An interesting landmark is 
Bojmgtflgck. about midway be 
tween Armenia and New Hope 
Methodist Churches.

Legend says that this huge 
stone, smooth and round like a 
woman's bonnet, pointed in dif 
ferent directions when the 
weather changed.

Hence, by looking at it, set 
tlers could predict the weather.

These are but a few of Ches 
ter's historical sites.

Other include a huge white 
oak, 21 feet in circumference 
near Richburg.

Lord Cornwallis is supposed 
to have tied his horse to it when 
the tree was young and t h e 
horse ate the top out. In addi 
tion dozens of historic churches 
and homes beckon to visitors.

Chester is a fascinating 
county.



Follow The Map Lots To See And Do
1. Lake Alex Oliphant is a >

state fishing lake of 40 acres op- a 
erated solely for the fishing 
pleasure of the public.

2. Chester Springmaid Golf 
Course with its nine holes and 
grass greens furnishes golfers 
an ideal place for golfing. The 
club house has serving facili 
ties, locker rooms, and lounge. * 
Also, a well equipped play- t 
ground for children is main- J 
tained on the property.

3. Chesier State Park covers 
476 acres, with one pavillion 
and two picnic shleters. In this 
park, a lake of 160 acres fur 
nishes recreational enjoyment 
'fishing and boating' for more 
than 50,000 persons annually.

4. Chester Airport, now owned 
by Chester County, covers 1200 
acres. It has three runways, 
each 150 feet in width by 5.000 
feet in length, all in excellent 
condition.

5. Mountain Lakes is a pri 
vately owned and operated 
fishing paradise for the general 
public, also swimming and boat 
ing.

6. The American Legion 
Swimming Pool located at 
Lando is the beginning of a 
community playground.

7. Joseph Wylie Park was a
gift to the citizens of Chester 
for a place of recreation and
relaxation comprising 48 acres. |,——————————_ _ ft

«. Landsford Canal, an unat> I 
tained dream of shipping by * 
boat to Charleston, invites and 
affords historically and natural 
ly the choicest area for recrea 
tion and pleasure in Chester 
County.

9. Republic Memorial Park
at Great Falls is enjoyed by 
many hundreds of its residents.

10. Catawba River is the east 
ern boundary of Chester Coun 
ty.

* * * 
CHURCHES

It. Woodward Baptist Church
was constituted in 1789 and the 
present brick building was 
erected In 1830. Mrs. Jefferson 
Davis spent the night as the 
Confederate Capital at Rich 
mond was being evacuated.

12. Fishing Creek Presbyteri 
an Church was organized in 1752 
by persons chiefly from Penn 
sylvania. British troops under 
Capt. Jluch" displayed their en 
mity ot Rev. Mr. Simpson by 
burning his library ai.d dwell 
ing house. The cemetery en 
tombs the bodies of veterans of 
five wars.

13. Catholic Presbyterian 
Church was organized by Rev. 
W. M. Richardson and built on 
3 acre lot given by John Bailey. 
Many Revolutionary soldiers 
worshipped at this church.

14. Old Purity Presbyterian 
Church site and cemetery are
pre-revolutionary. Its first name 
was Bull Run and was organ 
ized in 1772.

17. Jones Residence at Lewis,' 
formerly a tavern during Revo- K 
lution and Colonial days, w a s £ 
a regular stopping place f o r - 
stage coaches. Aaron Burr 
spent the night here on his way 
to Richmond for trial on charge 
of treason.

18. Home of William Davie 
(Garrison House*   Davie was 
ambassador to Italy, built 

rTrivoli, governor of North Car 
olina, and founder of the Uni 
versity of North Carolina.

19. Lewisville Female Semi 
nary (W. W. Gaston's House> 
offered educational advantage- 
to young women   Rev. L. M 
McDonald was the visitor and 
Mrs. A. S. Wylie the principal 
with assistants   closed in 1834

20. James Wherry Home has 
remained in Wherry family 
name since the original deed 
from King George. Part o* the 
original house is still used. '

i
; 21. Cornwell House previous t

to railroad, stage co a cries, 
slopped here enroutc to Colum 
bia. It was at this house that 
a great celebration was held in 
honor -jf thr- first train to pass 
through Chester.

15. Bumt Meeting Place Is the
oldest church organization in 
Chester County. All that re 
mains today is a cemetery.

16. Bonnet Rock was the
scene of many religious revivals 
from 1810-1870.

* * *
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