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55th AiiniversaryCc 
Tor Cherokee County

BY WILLIAM C. LAKE
UNION, S. .C. Fifty-five years ago come December 11, 

Cherokee county was born. It is the third youngest and the] 
smallest of the 46 South Carolina counties.

Establishment of the new county 
was decided upon by a vote of the 
people in an election held on De 
cember 11. 1896. Three names were 
proposed, Cherokee, Limestone and, 
Morgan. For the county seat the 
voters were to decide upon either 
Gaffney or Pondfield. Cherokee 
and Gaffney won. Parts were tak 
en from Spartanburg, Union and 
York to make the new county.

An act authorizing Cherokee 
county was approved February 25,

visor J. O. Daniel 
L. B. Jolly, Bez Blanton, Kye Boyle,] 
C. Ben Hammett, Monroe Sanders) 
and J. G. Ross.

The legislati-   
posed of Sen. v 
Rep. Harry L.

Delegation is com-1
nrge W. McKown.l
Cline and Rep.

Thomas C. Littlejohn, Jr. 
AGRICULTURE

Cherokee county is mainly agri-1 
cultural. Cotton is the major crop.f 
Corn is largely grown. A number

1897, by the General Assembly.
N. W. Hardin, J. D. Jeffries. Sr.,
J. T. Morehead, W. C. S. Wood, J..
B. Brown, J. E. Mosteller and R, Gaffney and Blacksburg are the

of cotton mills are located in the] 
county.

P. Scruggs were named as trus 
tees for the county of Cherokee. 

These men were authorized,

1
"with their successors in office, to 
have boundaries of said county 
marked as now surveyed, as well

incorporated towns in Cherokee
county.

Gaffney is the home of Limestone! 
college. R was founded in 1845 and]
is one of the four oldest colleges 
women in the United States.

as to provide suitable buildings for , _.   , ,. , . . 
the several court and county offi- 1 Thc Collc8c s first scsslon WaB 
cers," said the act. ,; begun on November 6. 1845. with 

NAMED FOR INDIANS 'i 67 students and seven faculty mem- 
The county derived its name from | b«s. Today the college has about! 

the Cherokee Indian nation whichjsix times this number of students) 
once called this section its home.|5nd six times the number of teach- 
Gaffney, the county seat, was6 ers ** started with, 

named in honor of Michael Gaff-1 
ney, one of the earliest settlers and [for young women

The establishment of a college] 

in 1845 was
upon whose lands the courthouse 
was built.

Cherokee county has an area of 
373 'square miles, comprising 238,- 
720 acres. It is located in the ex 
treme northwestern section of the

bold and pioneer undertaking.
For 16 years, up to the outbreak! 

of the Confederate War, Thomas! 
Curtis and William Curtis, ti 
great scholars from England, were!

state. It is bounded on the east by ^realizing in the Limestone Springs! 
York county, the south by Union (Female institute their dream ofl
and Chester, the west by Spartan- 
burg, and north by the North Caro 
lina state line. In 1940 the county 

(had a population 34,914 inhabitants. 
Cherokee was the 43rd county 

[formed. Bamberg was organized 
Itbe same year as Cherokee. Lee 
(came next in 1902 and Calhoun was 
[the 4th and last. Pacolet river is the 
dividing line between Union and 
Cherokee counties. Prior to 1897 a 

(portion of the territory beyond the 
'Pacolet was in Union county. 

FIRST OFFICIALS
The 54 year old county's first of- 

[ficials were: W. D. Camp, auditor; 
Eb Jefferies, clerk of court; A. 
MCCraw, coroner; J. E. Web- 

later, judge of probate; J. B. Ross, 
(sheriff; Nathan Lipscomb, super- 
I visor; W. F. Me Arthur, superin 
tendent of education, and J. B. 

| Jones, treasurer.
Present county officers are: 

[Sheriff Julian B. Wright, Probate 
Judge W. R. 'Bobby) Douglas, Cor 
oner -Jack E. Millwood, Clerk of 
Court J. Conrad Jones, Auditor 
Charles P. Strnup. Superintendent 

I of Education J. Z. McKowan, Treas 
urer J. 1. McCulloch. Tax Collector 
V. Frank Burgess, County Super-

higher education for young women.! 
Since 1900 the endowment and! 

the physical plant of the college) 
have improved tremendously. At
present the college plant includes 
14 buildings, modern and 
equipped.
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