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Souih Carolina's part in the 
mbitious nation-wide centennial 
elebration of the beginning of 
tie Confederate War was discuss 

ed yesterday in the first state- 
vide assembly of the South Caro- 
toa Confederate Centennial Com 
mission.

The program, which took up 
most of the morning and after- 
oon at the Jefferson Hotel, in- 
luded a commission meeting at 
0, four short talks during the 
ssembly meeting at 11:30, lunch 

eon and luncheon speech by Union 
County Sen. John D. Long.

The Commission decided in the 
0 o'clock meeting to invite the 
National Centennial Commission 
r> hold its 1961 assembly in Char 
es ton", where the first major mili- 
ary action oi the Confederate 
Var took place.
Karl S. Belts, executive director 

of the National Commission, indic 
ated such a meeting would be an 
appropriate start to the four-year- 
ong celebration that will encom 
pass, in one capacity or another,

have a "temporary inspirational 
value," and long-range projects 
creating permenent memorials.

"South Carolina's part in the 
War leads us to believe we have 
an unbroken succession of events 
that can lend themselves to cele 
brations and programs" on the 
part of writers and artists; in 
cluding staging of pageants on 
various phases of the war from 
beginning to end.

Some of the permenent Con 
federate memorials suggested 
might be a greater number of 
monuments, collection of records 
and research endowments for fur 
ther study into Confederate his 
tory, all of them deserving of 
consideration.

The South Carolina Historical 
Society and the South Caroliniana 
Society have increased the amount 
of their material already, he said, 
and the University of South Caro 
lina Press and United Daugnters 
of the Confederacy have also step 
ped up their programs.

The Archives Department has 
issued documents on the Confed 
erate War period, and the first 
volume in the series of the Ict- 
ers of John C. Calhoun will ap 
pear in a few weeks. These \

this centennial celebration." 
CONCERN OVER CELEBRATION

Mr. Belts mentioned that "wo 
are very deeply concerned with 
a proper celebration of the Con 
federate War." The first great 
events of that war took place In 
South Carolina, he said, so It is 
fitting to begin here in the cen 
tennial celebration.

"When the 'Star of the West- 
was fired upon, South Carolina 
embarked upon an adventure that 
has brought her everlasting 
fnmc," he said.

The names of 30 distinguished 
general officers from this stat? 
"have become legend." He point 
ed out that over 225 military 
events took place within the j 
boundaries of this state alone.

Many celebrations in which 1 
South Carolina troops took part] 
are already planned over the na 
tion, he said: Fort Sumter, First! 
Manassas (Bull Run), Harper's] 
Ferry, to name a few.

"I think everybody in the coun-1 
try is waiting to see what kind 
of plans arc being made to ccle-1 
brate the battle of Fort Sumter." I 
Mr. Belts said. It is a battle all 
school children know about, ami] 
the celebration will bring in man> 
tourists.

SPECIAL HISTORY
Mr. Betts told The State follow- 1 

ing the meeting that the National 
Commission, in cooperation wHh| 
the Metropolitan Sunday News

T^iT 4-T~>. CM

virtually all the major battle- and other agencies will produce 
ields and events of thr> war be- "all that can be expected of 
tween the North and the South, 'the state of a historical nature."

It would be wrong to attempt 
too many spectacular festivals

STATEWIDE ASSEMBLY

Dr. Daniel W. Hollis of the 
Jnivcrsiry of South Carolina His-

howrvrr, Dr. Easterby went on, 
but efforls to collect Confederate

ory Department, and Commis- vVar records 
sion member, referred to the cen-i doubled.

should be re-

:cnnial as a celebration of "the 
great American tragrdy."

The first of four speakers dur- testing program" provided

"In spite of our obvious handi 
caps we can develop an inter-

ing the general assembly meet- 
ng, Dr. Hollis reviewed briefly 
the proceedings of the national 
assembly held last spring in Vir 
ginia.

'This is not a celebration of a 
victory/' he said, "but of a sreat 
American event. The centennial 
will not have any special thesis" 
and will not single out any side 
as right or wrong.

Dr. Hollis also expressed the 
hope that the centennial celebra 
tion may bo used to stimulate a 
general and real interest in state 
tiistory. He mentioned the cam 
paigns of the Army of Tennessee
as a possible place where greater 
stress might be laid a group, he 
said, that was "beaten and crush 
ed," but "never down."

Dr. J. H. Easterby, director of 
the South Carolina Archives De 
partment and Commission vice- 
chairman, said that regardless 
of which side an individual's 
grandfather fought on. all can 
get together and celebrate the 
anniversary of the war.

STATE'S OPPORTUNITY

Dr. Easterby raised the ques-

recognize that we are honoring 
those men who fought for what 
they thought was right," he said- 

Julian Metz of Charleston, % 
Governor's appointee to the Com 
mission, emphasized that "dignity 
and authenticity" should be thr 
touchstones of the celebration: 
that the Commission should 
avoid crass commercialism.

This is not a crass celebration, 
he said. "We are honoring our 
forefathers, and they were fight 
ing for a greater America and 
for greater freedom."

CHARLESTON'S PROGRAM
Three major events occurred 

in Charleston that lend them 
selves to special emphasis, hi.- 
pointed out: The drafting of the 
Articles of Secession, the firing 
on the Union transport steamer. 
"Star of the West," in January. 
1861, and the firing on Fort 
Sumtcr three months later.

The firing on Fort Sumter will 
receive the greatest emphasis of 
Charleston's four-year celebra 
tion, Mr. Metz said. "Out of this 
celebration we will gain some-I 
thing of lasting value. We must 
tell the world our story; the 
story of the South, the Southern

PRINCIPALS AT CONFEDERATE CENTENNIAL MEETING: Shown above are the 
main participants in yesterday's statewide assembly of the South Carolina Confed 
erate Centqnnlal Commission in the Jefferson Hotel. Left to right are Karl S. Betts, 
executive director of the National Centennial Commission, who addressed the group 
on nationwide plans for the celebration; Sen. Wilbur G. Grant of Chester, who intro 
duced the luncheon speaker; Rep. Roddey LeHew Bell of Lancaster, commission mem 
ber; Mrs. W. A. King of Clemson, a Governor's appointee to the commission; Dr. Dan 
iel W. Hollis of the University of South Carolina History Department, Governor's ap 
pointee; Union County Senator John D. Long, who made the principal luncheon ad 
dress; Dr. J. H. Easterby, director of the South Carolina Archives Department and 
vice chairman of the commission; Rep John A. May of Aiken, chairman of the com 
mission who presided at the meeting, and Sen. Walter J. Bristow, Jr., of Columbia, 
a legislative appointee to the commission, (.Stall photo).

tion of how South Carolina's cen- way of life which we believe is| 
tennial plans will compare with the truly American way of life.'
these of other states. The overall 
prografli will fall into two cate 
gories, he said: ceremonies con- 
rrrning great events, which will

"We feel that South Carolina] 
took the lead in the years 
to 1865," Mr. Metz went on, I 
"and we should tak* the lead in


