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WOFFORD HELD FORT

WAS ONLY COLLEGE OPERATING 
ITRUCTION PERIOD

Owes Foundation 
To $100,000 Left 
By Rev. Wofford
Opened for students In 1864, 

Wofford College at Spartanburg 
never ha* closed its doors, and 
during th* period of Reconstruc 
tion In the South was the only 
institution of higher learning op 
erating in the state of South Car 
olina for white youth. An Institu 
tion now of sojae 500 students, 
Wofford College throughout the 
years has offered Its services for 
the creation of leadership In the 
state and nation.

The college owes Its foundation 
to a legacy of 1100,000 from the 
man whose name It bears, the Rev. 
Benjamin Wolford. Although this 
legacy, in the light of today, seem* 
s> small amount, in 1851 it was 
tbe largest slngl gift to date by a 
Methodist directed to a religious 
Or education Institution.

Wofford was chartered Decem 
ber 6. 1851. and opened its doors 
for students August 1, 1854. The 
first faculty of the college con 
sisted of president W. M Wight- 
man, who was also professor of 
moral and mental science; the 
Rev. Albert M. Shlpp, professor of 

'English literature; David Duncan, 
professor of Latin and Greek lan 
guages; James H. Carlisle, pro 
fessor of mathematics, and War 
ren DuPre, professor of natural 
actence. Professor H. Baer was 
principal of the preparatory de 
partment.

When the college began Its first 
session, there were only two soph 
omores and seven freshmen in the 
entire study body.

The main building, the oldest 
! building on the campus, was com 
pleted in 1854. For forty years It 
was the "college," and is still what 
all students think of first when 
Wofford Is mentioned. Architec 
turally, It li an Imposing struc 
ture of singular beauty, dignity 
and distinction, and a few aca 
demic buildings anywhere produce 
A finer Impression of noble ap 
propriateness.

After completing the main build- 
Ing and faculty homes, the col 
lege had ft residue of $50,000 from 
the original legacy, which It set 
aside for endowment purposes, in 
vesting the entire amount, together 
with more than $100,000 of other 
funds. In Confederate bonds. In 
'.he general wreckage of the War 
between the States, the endow 
ment was swept away, leaving to the 
college only its grounds and build- 
Ings.

From this humble beginning of 
five professors and six buildings 
with a small endowment, the col- 
tee** has (crown today until it rus a

campus of sixty-five acres and a 
student body of some 500. In the 
administrative building are offices, 
classrooms, literary society hall* 
f»nd chapel. The -Tohn B. Cleveland
laboratories' for p'hyslcs, chemistry, 
biology, geology and electricity. 
The Whitefield Smith library has 
comfortable, well lighted reading 
rooms and more than 35,000 vol 
umes on its shelves. The Wllbur E. 
Burnett gymnasium is used as 
headquarters for the R. O. T. C. 
Other buildings are the Y. M. C. 
A., equipped aa a student social 
center; the Anne Jeter infirmary: 
three dormitories, with two dining 
rooms; the Andrews field house, 
and ten professors' homes. The 
value of the grounds and build 
ings of Wofford is $744.675. The 
endowment Is now $789,794.

Throughout its eighty-five years 
of history, Wofford has had only- 
four presidents: The Rev. W. M. 
Wightman, who resigned In 1859 to 
accept the presidency of the 
Southern University at Greens 
boro, Alabama; Dr. A. M. Shlpp, 
who carried the college through 
the disastrous years of the War 
Between the States and also 
through the equally trying years 
of the Reconstruction era; Dr. 
James H. Carlisle, one of the 
greatest educators South Carolina 
ever produced, who resigned in 
1902; and the present president, 
Dr. Henry Nelson Snyder, Wof- 
ford's distinguished leader for the 
last thirty-eight years.

The college at present has twen 
ty-nine professors and instructors. 
The following are the present of 
ficers : President, Dr. Snyder; 
dean, Dr. Arthur Mason DuPre; 
registrar. Professor William Chap 
man Herbert; secretary. Dr. Joseph 
Augustus Game well; and treasurer 
and business manager, Joseph 
Kennerly Davis.

The courses of study offered *t 
Wofford lead to three degrees; 
bachelor of arts, bachelor of sci 
ence, and master of arts, students 
who wish to specialize, however, 
may select certain courses that 
prepare them for the professions: 
the ministry, education, law, medi 
cine, engineering, teaching, and 
commerce.

All forms of athletics, intramu 
ral and Intercollegiate, are encour 
aged at Wofford. The facilities for 
both Indoor and outdoor athletics 
are modern and appropriate.- The 
recently built Andrews field house 
is complete in Its appointments, 
having a playing floor for all in 
door games and exercises, show 
ers, lockers and seating capacity of 
2.500 spectators. For outdoor games 
there are playing fields for varsity 
and freshmen football, baseball, 
track and tennis, and a splendid 
steel and concrete stadium, seating 
50.000 people, the Rift of the late 
W. A- Law. '83. Wofford Ls a mem-

ber of the Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association and the South 
Carolina Intercollegiate Associa 
tion.

Wofford has a voluntary R. O 
T. C. unit under the direction of 
the United States government! of-' 
ferlng opportunity for training ET| 
military science and tactics. Its ' 
membership consists of approxi 
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Established In 1854, This institution Has Shown Continuous 
Growth and Was Only White College Open In South

Carolina During Reconstruction Period.
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Established in 1854, Wofford college at Spartanburg, 
S. C., has never closed its doors, and during the period 
of Reconstruction in the South was the only institution of 
higher learning operating in the state of South Carolina 
for white youth. An institution of some five hundred stu 
dents, Wofford college has throughout the years offered 
Its services for the creation of leadership in the state and 
nation. _________
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a KiEma phi, Alpha ' 
Tan and Kappa Sigma Kapi-n, The 
college also boasts three literary 
societies, a student Christian asso 
ciation, a regularly organized stu 
dent body organization, student 
government organizations in the 
dormitories, the Honor Council, the 
International Relations club, the 
Glee club and orchestra, the R. O. 
T. C. band, the Gavel, Sigma Up- 
silon, Chi Beta Phi, the Stratford 
Players. Beta Pi Theta, Delta Phi 
Alpha, the Blue Key, Scabbard and 
Blade, Pi Gamma Mu, and Sigma 
Tau Alpha.

The students at Wofford publish 
each year the Old Gold and Black. 
a weekly periodical of news and 
comment, the Wofford college Jour 
nal, a literary magazine, the Bo 
hemian, a record of student activi 
ties for the current year, and the 
Terrier Guide, a handbook com 
piled for the benefit of freshmen.

Wofford college conducts a five 
weeks' summer school that offers 
a variety of courses for teachers and 
college students. Approximately 300 
students are in attendance on this 
summer session each year.

The college belongs to the Asso 
ciation of American Colleges, the 
Southern association of Secondary 
Schools and Colleges, the American 
Council of Education, the Confer 
ence of Southern Universities, is on 
the approved list of the Association 
of American Universities, and is a 
member of the family of Phi Brt;i 
Kappa
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Although the legacy of Benjamin 
Wofford. in the light of today, seems 
a small gift, in 1851 it was the 
largest single gift to date by a Meth- 
od.lt directed to » religious or edu- 
,.<>*, nn.i jncti*,,tm« cational institution.

After completing the Main build- 
Ing and faculty homes, the col- 
lege had a residue from the ongi- 
nai legacy which it set aside for 
endowment purposes, investing the 
entire amount m Confederate bonds.

. .., ,,... Aeronautics au 
thority to participate in the Civilian 
Pilot Training program. The Au 
thority has a Holed Wofford a quota 
of selected student* to take this 
two-year training, which consist? 
of 72 hours of ground work and 35, 
to 50 hours of flying. j 

There are chapters of seven na 
tional Social fraternities at Wof-i 
ford: Sigma Alpha Epsilon. Kappa 1 
Sigma, Kappa Alpha, Pi Kai


