
Benedict Is Proud 
Of Its Academic 
Work Since 1870

COLUMBIA   Now in its noth 
year. Benedict College has a rec 
ord of significant contribution to 
the South and nation.

Organized in 1870 for the pur 
pose of training teachers and 
ministers, the college continues 
to expand its program and facili 
ties in liberal arts and theology 
to prepare young men and wo 
men for intelligent and creative 
participation in a changing world.

Events during the past year at 
Benedict, hailed at its Founder's 
Day Celebration, gave proof of a 
bright future for this historic in 
stitution which was founded 
through the donations and work
of Christian philathropists and 
missionaries. Among these events 
were distinguished awards to 
students, a new record of support 
from alumni and friends of the 
college, physical expansion of the 
campus and academic recognition 
by leading cclucalional and gov 
ernmental organizations.

Ten Benedict students were 
elected to the 1958-1959 Class of 
"Who's Who Among Students in 
American Colleges and Uni 
versities," and more than a doz 
en others wore named to of- 
llccs in national student organi 
zations.
Support from atlumni. Baptist 

Churches and organizations, min 
isters, friends, students and facul 
ty reached record proportions this 
year as more than $49,000 in con 
tributions was reported on Found 
er's Day. The total included a 
$10.000 gilt from the Danforth 
Foundation, to be used to streng 
then the faculty in order to meet 
requirements of the Southern As 
sociation of Colleges and Second 
ary Schools.

In the area of physical expans 
ion. Benedict was recently ap 
proved by the Federal Housing 
and Home Finance Agency for 
a loan of $235,000 to construct two 
new dormitories. One dormitoiy 
will houase 110 junior and senior 
men: the second will house 32 
men of the J. J. Starks School 
of Theology.

ADDED DISTINCTION come to 
the college this year when the Nat 
ional Science Foundation made a 
grant of $50,900 to underwrite the 
t xpenses of a Summer Institute 
for High School Teachers of 
Science and Mathematics. Bene 
dict was the only Negro colltge 
among five South Carolina insti 
tutions approved for such grants.

largely responsible for the re 

markable growth the institution 
has experienced in the past de 
cade it is present head. Dr. J. 
A. Bacoats. the second Negro 
president, who succeeded the late 
Dr. J. J. Starks in J944.

In recent years, nearly $100,000 
has been spent for renovation of 
new units.

The educational program of the 
college has been reorganized into 
four divisions Education. Hu 
manities. Social Studies and Natu 
ral Sciences, in which students can 
work loward the A. B. or B. S. 
degree in 20 major fields. In the 
J. J. Starks School of Theology, 
course offerings lead to the 
Bachelor of Divinity degree or the 
Bachelor of Theoloey degree.

! BENEDICT HAS a highly ttain- 
}ccl staff of about 75 and approxi- 
j mately HOC students from 20 
! slates, 'hit District of Columbia 
land three foreign countries.

As a member of the United 
Negro College Fund, Benedict 
shares in a financial arrange 
ment wherein 33 private Nergo 
colleges collaborate in raising 
a fund which provides approxi 
mately ten percent of each 
member college's operational 
budget,
Benedict is operated under the 

management of an interracial, 
self-perpetual ing board of trustees 
and receives support from the 
Board of Education of the Ameri 
can Baptist Convention, the Home 
Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the South Carolina 
Educational and Missionary Bap 
tist Convention and the South 
Carolina Women's Missionary Un 
ion.

The college ha3 the "A" rating 
by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools 
and is approved by other realon- 
n1 and national accrediting agenc 
ies.
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