
$550,000 Federal Loan Approved 
For Columbia College Construction

The Community Facilities Ad 
ministration has approved e loan 
of J5,y}.000 for construction of a 
new dormitory and dining hall at 
Columbia College, Congressman 
John J, Riley told The Slate yes 
terday from his office in Washing- 
ion.

The money will be used to build 
a new dormitory to house 96 stu- 
dcnis and a new dinning iiall to 
accommodate 600 students. The 
present dinint- hall will be convert 
ed into a lounge.

Upon hearing of approval for 
the construction loan Dr. «. Wight 

! Spears, president of Columbia Col- 
I lege, said yesterday he was "im 
mensely pleased."

"This will make a further ex 
pansion possible of our Christian 
college. Actually, as we stand at 
the moment, we have turned down 

* 155 girls for the freshman class 
this year, because we were unable 

take care of them," said Doctor 
Spears.

He said the new Hinine hall And 
kin-hen will be located at the rear 
of the main building and attached
to it.

The new dormitory will be built 
on the part of the campus, local 
I'd at Main and Morgan Streets a 
HIP corner, and will be the larg 
csi exclusive dormitory building oni 
ihf campus. Both structures will 
be ready for occupancy at the start
of the 1957-38 term, Doctor SpeaVs 
slated.

The college, which opened its 
new term yesterday, has an alU 

1 time hij>h enrolment of 550 stu 
dents and if facilities had been 

: HVfulabl* the enrolment would 
havp rearhed more than 70 . 

Columbia College has grown tre-

ly since Doctor Spears be 
came president in 1952 when there 
u-rre, only 181 students. Since that 
lime two added dormitory build 
ings, smaller than the present con 
irmplated building, have been con 
structed. And a large academic 

f huilding, now rising on (he cam 
pus, should be ready for occupanc\ 
in rarlv IfTiT.
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Back in 1954 tbe centennial ol 

Columbia College was appropri 
ately celebrated. But that year 
marked the 300th anniveisary of 
the granting of a charter. It was 
not until 1859 (a century ago this 
yean that the plant was ready 
and students could be accepted. 
Since then, save for an inter 
ruption during the terrible days 
of Reconstruction, this fine pio 
neer institution for women has 
been rendering a truly great serv 
ice as a college of high ideals, 
striving ever to meet the advanc 
ing educational needs of youn^ 
ladies.

It can truly be said that Col 
umbia College (first known as 
Columbia Female College I is a 
monument to perseverance. From 
the very inception of the idea that 
the Methodist Conference should 
establish such an institution, there 
were obstacles to overcome bar 
riers to negotiate that would have 
stopped loss stout-hearted men 
and women. Once the college 
came within one vote of being 
abolished. It has withstood war, 
fire and pestilence, good and lean 
times. It took many years 
of earnest work and planning to 
give it the. handsome plant it 
now occupies, academic accredi 
tation that is RO important to its 
diptoma, an endowment and oth 
er desirable assets. Let's hope the 
first 100 years were the hardest. 

The original Columbia College 
building still stands on the 1600 

'block of Hampton (then Plaint 
istreet, and is in daily use. Through 
the efforts of one of its professors, 

"V W. H. Orchard, a native of Sher 
man's state. It escaped the fire 
that burned the city in 1865. 
It served as a refuge after the 
rr>nflagration for Ursuline nuns, 
"hose convent at Main and Bland- 
ing (where Tapp'c is now) had 
been burned. It opened its doors 
to homeless Columbians, the col 
lege having Bent its 300 student* 
home a few days before Ihe city 
was taken. The building had been 
turned into a Confederate hospital, 
only for Sherman to arrive be 
fore the patient* were moved in. 
After the war the building was 
uvd lor a while as a hotel, the 
money being needed to pay off a 
o>bt. In 1872 a resolution to sell 
the college failed by only one 
votr. Then in 1873 the school re 
opened and the old building con 
tinued to serve the institution un- 
til 1904 when Columbia College 
moved to a new home in what waf 
to be known as Cui-ege Place. For 
a while Ihe. building on Hampton

was unused, then it was reno 
vated and turned into a tourist 
hotel (the Colonial and was play 
ing this role when the new col 
lege plant to the north of the city 
went up in smoke in 3909, just as 
the fall term was opening, and it 
once more became the home of 
Columbia College. By 1910 the. 
destroyed plant had been replaced 
by the nucleus of the present mod 
ern outlay, and the old property 

1 on Hampton was turned back into 
! a hotel. In 1927 it was bought in 
! Columbia Bible College.

During the presidency of Os- 
, good A. Darby (1881-1890) the col- 
| lege for the first time gave de-
I grees   Mistress of Arts. Mis- 
' tress of English Literature and;
II Mistress of Science. The degree! 
r of Bachelor of Arts has been j 
'j awarded since 1895 and the BS 
. since 1897. There have been only 

l< five presidents during this cen 
tury. Succeeding Dr. John A. 

' Rice in 1900 was Dr. William Wcll-
 ; inglon Daniel who served for 16 

years and during whose term the
L  historic move was made to College 

Place. When he resigned in 1916 
Dr. Griffith T. Pugh, for 10 year? 
on the faculty, replaced him. He

  devoted much of .'tis effort to re 
lieving the debt. Upon his resigna 
tion Dr. John Caldwcll Guilds be- - 
gan an administration that was 
to be the longest in the history of 
the College, more than a quarter 
of a century. It was during his 
years that the important endow 
ment fund was started and the 
school fully accredited. Doctor 
Guilds, looking to the future, pro- 
jected master plans for expansion

',' of the college, which plans arc
• being used today.
  In 1948 the two Methodist ron- 
\ ferenoen voted to merge Colum- 
" hia and Wofford with Dr. Walter 

K. Greene as head of both 
nchoolK and Oscar W. Lever in 
immediate charge of Cclumbia 
College. However this plar- didn't 
work out so the union was dis 
solved in 1950 and in 1951, Dr. 

\ Wright Spears, the present 
energetic president, began his 
effective service to the institution. 
Under him the growth that had 
begun has continued with vigor 
both in scope and facilities, mak 
ing possible the largest student 
body and faculty in the school's 
history, and the widest curricu 
lum.

There are now ten buildings, 
seven erected in the last eight 
years, and construction is to start 
soon on another. There are W>> 
students, and 350 attending niKhi 
classes. There ai? 42 on the fat> | 
ulty, not including the adminis 
tration staff. The endowment i& 
now $1,000,000.
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