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ZION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OBSERVES 100TH BIRTHDAY
Members of the Zion Presby 

terian Church at Lowrys held 
their centennial celebration Sun 
day, May 15, with appropriate ac 
tivities. The following article JB 
the history of Zion written by 
Mrs. Z. G. Darby.

By MRS. z. G. DAUBY
In 186] James G. Lowry do 

nated several acres of land on hip 
plantation lying along- the Brat- 
to rmilt Road and with the co 
operation of other local land 
owners of tht Presbyterian per 
suasion. J. A. Downing, R. S. 
Hope, .1. G. McNeil. William Guy 
and John Grier, erected a hone* 
of worship where service* wer« 
hcid from time to time by thf 
patttor of Betheeda Church.

Thi« building was a large one 
room frame structure with doors 
opening directly from the outside 
into the aisles on either side.

On March 27. 3865, Rev. P. E. 
Bishop, part or of Bethesda 
Ohurcfc, presented to Presbytery, 
then in cession at Mt. Vernon 
Church, a petition "from a few 
individuals within the bounds of 
Bethesda congregation for the 
organization of a church to be 
called Zion''.

Presbytery granted thi* re 
quest, and on May 19, 1855, Rev. 
P. E. Bin hop arid ihre* elders 
from Bethesda met at Zion and 
organized a church with the fol 
lowing members: James G. Lowry, 
John Grier. J. A. Downing, J. G. 
MeNefl, Wm. Guy; Elizabeth 
Lowry, Margaret Cooney, Eliza 
beth Curry, Emily Sterling and 
Letitia Brat ton.

Elders elected were: J. A. 
Downing, John Grier and J. G. 
McNeil; John Grier, Superinten 
dent of the Sunday School and 
Clerk of the Session.

The newly installed elders met 
in session immediately after the 
 ervice arid "the Lord'* Supper 
waa administered the same day**.

Soon alter its organization, 
Hr*. Allison Hope gave the 
<nurch a communiori service, (a 
tankard, four gobleU and four 
plate*.) The platee are being 
med today.

J. A. Downing moved away 
After eighteen month* and James 
G. Lowry was elected elder, serv 
ing continuously until his death in 
1901 -

The pasture of Bethtsda 
Church, and sometimes a student 
from the Seminary at Columbia, 
held services once each month, 
preaching twice daring the day

[ with a picnic lunch at noon. 
I Frem time to time colored cer- 
I vanU of the members would ap 

ply for membership, and we find 
I enrolled twenty-six colored com- 
['rauniranu and fifteen colored 
I persons and children baptized.

The Minuter of the Session in
1862 say "The black population
besides enjoying the m-rvice with

iJ Vl    ' : tes. are favored by our

minister with special afternoon 
services during the winter" and 
thirty Bibles and seventy New 
Tt-t laments were /Purchased for 
them from the American Bible 
Society.

Then in 1866 we read, "Our 
Mack population have almost en 
tirely forsaken the school (Sun 
day School) and very few of them 
attend on the preaching of the 
Word and manifest very little in 
terest in anything connected with 
the church".

In 1870, "Our colored mem 
bership has gradually diminished 
until at the present time there it 
scarcely a member left".

Then came " The War, (to a 
Southerner, the War Between the 
States will always be The War) 
and "the young men of the vicin 
ity have obeyed their country's 
call, and thus our congregation, 
nmall at most, is diminished by 
their absence" ... At one time 
there was only one- elder to meet 
with the visiting preacher.

But Zion carried on, and the 
roll of 1869 records fifty-five 
communicants, rising to eighty 
five in 1871.

The Session would meet on the 
Saturday before, . and on the 
morning of preaching days, and 
they faithfully sent to Presbytery 
a narrative report of "The 
Spiritual condition of the flock".

The long intervale between ser 
vices retarded the spiritual 
growth of the church and the 
"Session, impelled by a sense of 
duty as under-shepherdc of the 
flock, have regularly opened the 
church for public worship. On 
these occasions, judicious sermons 
have been read by elders an* 
prayer offered, both by them 
selves and by private members".

In 1874, Bethesda desiring the 
full time services of their pastor. 
Rev. J. L. Wilson, asked tnat he 
be released from the care of Zion.

This request the congregation 
regretfully granted and Zion 
Church was "officially declared 
vacant".

From 1874 to 1877 Uw pulpit

wa* supplied by Dr. W. S. Plum 
mt-r, Rev. J. A. Mack and R. D 
Ferry, with preaching twice 
month.

Or. March 3, 1878, Ret. Erskin 
BrantJey, a licentiate, was callec 
as pastor. He was ordained and in 
stalled in April 1878.

A manse was built in 18K0 on 
thfr church property of lumber' 
contributed and hauled to the 
spot by member? of the congre 
gation. Across the mantel in the 
front room was painted the 
Jtjrend, "East, West. Home' 
Best". Mr. BrantJey occupied 
the new house.

Now came a period of spiritual 
and temporal prosperity and in 
1884 the roll had reached 149 
and there was 158 baptized non 
communicants.

In 1_8»0 the j building

was. erected "at Lowryville on the 
railroad" on a lot griven by J. S. 
Guy. It was dedicated on the 
second Sabbath in February 1895; 
Rev. D. V. McLaughlin preaching 
the sermon.

The bricks for this new build 
ing were made of clay dug in W. 
A. Anderson's pasture, and 
moulded and burned in the same 
place.

The trees flanking the avenue 
were brought from the woods and 
set out by member? of the congre 
gation.

The old church site is now 
Zion Cemetery where rest the 
earthly tabernacles of many of it* 
founders.

In 1918 a twister danced across 
the country and paused to 
piiouette on the church top. 
When it had pasaed it left th« 
bach gable broken in and a mass 
of mud and brick and timber de 
posited inside in front of the pul 
pit. A very handsome table, that - 
had been given by Maj. Lowry, 
and the organ were smashed anrf 
the carpet looked pretty bad. j

Hie roof-was repaired, the car-j 
pet cleaned and Mrs. A tk in son; 
sent over a very fine Mason and! 
Hamlin organ of her own which 
was used until the present piano 
was purchased. Mrs. J. L. Abell 
gave the marble topped table now 
in ust.

In 1933 a new roof was put 
the building, the old rather clum 
By tower taken down and a grace 
ful spire erected in its stead.

Now an Educational building 
has been added at the rear of the 
church. A dream made real by the 
tireless efforts of the pastor
Rt-v. C. E. Kirkpatrick, and of 
the liberal jriving of time and 
talents of the people of Zion. It 
jp indeed "ours" for everyone, 
from the smallest child to the 
oldeot member has contributed.

Friends and former members 
have sent generous gifts, and on 
Homecoming Day, they have come 
from far and near to worship a-1 
jrain with friends and neighbor* 
in the old pray church on its EUR- 
ny hill-top.

Through the years twenty-six 
pastors have tome and gone. 
Some members have moved away, 
others have moved in and many 
have f >ne to rest.

There have been "of honorable 
women not a few". We find them 
 erring in comnrUtee* to vinit 
negligent members, making cloth 
ing for poor people of the neigh 
borhood, sweeping and dusting 
the church, washing windows and 
lamp chimneys. In the minutes 
of the Ladies Foreign Missionary 
Society, it is amusing to follow 
the fortunes of a missionary quilt 
that the ladies made and gave to 
Mr. Fulton when he left for his 
work in Japan. It w»s from this 
society that the firrt overture 
went, in I«y2. to Presbytery tn 
organize a Woman's Foreign Mis 
sionary T T nion_. Presbytery rave

the matter much thoughtful and 
prayerful consideration, and in 
1899, with many "warnings and 
admonitions" granted reluctant 
permission, and the Union waa 
organized later to become the 
Women of Bethel Presbytery.

Today we would pay tribute to 
those pioneers of the church, who 
bore the burden and heat ef the 
day, "who climbed the steep 
ascent to heaven" through storm 
and sunahine, through poverty and 
prosperity, in war and in peace, 
bearing the banner of the cross, 
keeping it pure and unsullied, and 
planting it at last on this lovely 
hill where Zion stands "like a city 
that cannot be hid", its spire! 
pointing heavenward, ita bell call 
ing God's people to worship, rent 
ing serenely on the foundation so, 
well laid 100 years ago. 
Pastors and Supplies: 
P. E. Bishop, 1855-1856 
J.S. Harris, 1866-1864______
W. W. Crrothars, 1864-1867
R. B. Ander?on, 18H7-1869
). Lowry Wilson, 1809-1874 

, W. S. Plumraer, 1874 
i R. D. Perry, 1875-1876

J. A. Mack, 1877
Erskine Brantley, 1878-1880
F. L. Leper, 1880
J. C. McMullen, 1881 

. W. T. Matthews, 1881-1884 
, L. R. McCormick, 1886-1887 
I S. P. Fulton, 1887-1888

S. R. Riley, 1888-1891
W. G. White, 1891-1893
T. F. Ligon,1895-1898
F. W. Gregg, 1899-1900
A. H.Atkins, 1901-1908
F. A. Drennan, 1908-1917
F. Ray Riddle, 1918-1921
T. M. Stevenson, 1922-1827
.1. C. Neville, 1928-1933
R. E. McCaakill, 1933-1934

Iv. Bailry, 1936-1946 
C. O. Groves, 1947-1950 
C. E. Kirkpatrick, J961 
Eiders in Order of Election: 
/John Grier, 1865 
.1. A. Downing, 1855 
.1. G. McNeil, 1855 
Jan. G. Lowry, 1857 
William Guy, 1857 
Minor Montgomery, 1864 
William Conrad, 1864 
Scott Wilson, 1870 
I»r. E. M. Atkin*r>n, 1873 
Robert Conrad, 1872 
S. N. McCortnell, 1872 
I»r. A. F. Anderson, 3886 
J. L. Guy, 1885 
K. O'N. Atkinson, Sr., 1894 
R T. Sand if er, 1894 
A. D. Darby, 1894 
E. L. Guy, 1904 
J. L. Abell, 1910 
A. W. Lowry, 1S10 
J. W. Bankhead, 1910 
S. W. Guy, 1919 
J. A. Hoi*, 1919 
W. S. Robbinfe 1931 
C. B. Abell, 1931 
M, G. Sandifer, Sr., 1936 
E. T. Anderwm, 1936 
P. M. Moore, 1940 
R. O'N. AtHinson. Jr., 1*61 
Deacons in Order of Election: 
Neely Smith. 1870 
Sam McNei), 1870 
R«bt. Conrad, 1872 
W. R. Sims, 1872 
A W Gladden, 1878 
A. E. Cgrrolt. 1877

W. A. Anderson, 1880
Jas. S. Lowry, 1884
.1. S. Darby, Sr.. 1884
.!. A. Hope, 1884
W. O Guy, 1884
S=. N. True, 1884
S. W. Guy, 1902
R. W. Abell, 1904
C. B. Abell, 1919
J, W. Lowry, 1919
M. G. Randifer, Sr, 1919
E. W. Guy, 1919
Charles Conrad, 1919
R. C.Guy, Sr., 1919
S. S. Abell, 1931
E. T. Anderson, 1931
Olin Smith, 1934
J. Lowry Guy. 1936
P. E. Abell, 19»fi
,7. H. Stephenson, 1P36
J. S. Darby. Ill, 1951
R. C. Gov, Jr., 1951
Clerks of Session:
John Grier
J. G. Lowry
Dr. E. M. Atkinson
R. O'N. Atkinson, Sr.
S. W. Guy
C. B. >bell
Ministers Who Have Gene Out|
From Zion:
F. DudJey Jones______
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Frank Sims 
Weidon Anderson
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