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Llleiitoii Leases lo Exist But 
Spirit To Live For 22 Months

BT BRIM RYKARD
ELLENTON, S. C.. March 1 - 

'Tic town of Ellenton, an early 
.merican monument, is gone as 
ar as physical features are con- 
erned because today it ceased to 
xist, but the spirit of this cen- 
ury-old community lives on in 
he last elected municipal offi- 
ials.
The South Carolina General As- 

embly hopes to keep fresh the 
nemories of this little town at 
east for another 22 months be- 
ause it has extended the terms 

>f the town officials elected by 
he people before they surrend- 
red their beautiful homes and all 
or the sake of atomic energy.
Physically, the end came today 

or Ellenton. This was the dead- 
ine for the 600 citizens of this 
:ommunity to be out of the atomic 
inergy area. They have known 
Jus for a year and three months 
md they prepared for it.

EXISTS ON PAPER
But, officially, the town of El- 

ftnton will continue to exist until 
December 31, 1953 under provi 
sions of a bill enacted by the 
South Carolina Legislature at the 
instigation of the Aiken County 
Legislative delegation.

Terms of Mayor H. W. Bishrr

and four councilmen have been
extended until the end of next
year in order that the affairs of
the town may be put in order.
Councilmen named ip the act are

'A. P. Miller, J. E. Steed. H. M,
'Cassells III, and Paul H. Culbreath.
'Mr. Steed will continue to serve
as clerk of the council.

Ellenton. the principal commu 
nity in the Savannah River Valley 
area, like many other smaller com 
munities had to go to make way 
for the more than a billion dollar 
H-bomb plant being created here. 
This project will cover 315 square 
miles.

The Ellenton Town Council and 
mayor are authorized "to do 
everything and anything necessary 
to wind up the business affairs of 
the town of Ellenton."

TO SELL PROPERTY
This municipal government still 

in existence is authorized to sell 
and convey to the United States 
government the real and personal 
property owned by the town. This 
council will also receive all monies 
due the town and to discharge 
legal obligations of the munici 
pality.

Then after all transactions have
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been completed, the officials arc 
directed "to donate these fundi^ 
(those remaining in the treasury! 
to one or more public or chari 
table institutions as, in the opinion 
and discretion of these officials.i 
is conducive to the public wel- ( 
fare." 1

Maybe there will be a new El-' 
lenton. One group is attempting 
to start a new town on the out-11 
skirts of the huge atomic energy 
reservation. However, there are 
those who contend that there will 
never be another Ellenton.

To be certain that the munici 
pal officials of the old Ellenton 
carried on for another 22 months 
the General Assembly authorized 
the present town council to fill 
any vacancy that might occur in 
that period. There is one condi 
tion, though, if a vacancy should 
occur then the new member chosen 
must have been a qualified elector 
in Ellenton for at least the last 
five years.
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By CLARENCE GRIFFIN
FOREST CITY   The Ellen- 

horo community in Colfax town 
ship, is one of Rutherford County's 
most progressive communities, 
with a wide diversification of agri 
cultural projects.

Ellenboro is one of the county's 
j twenty communities entered in the 

Rural Community Development 
program, and the people have an

NEWSMEN VISIT HAUNTING SCENE

Grim Secrecv Shrouds
JVw*v*«*- r*-&w,  / '***<*yj1t97*~3

Sad Ghost Of Ellenton
By PAUL HANSELL

GHOST OF ELLENTON, S. C, May 16 W The railroad sta 
tion is gone. Cassels' General Store is rotting away. The Blue 
Goose and the pool hall are molding shells.

Thus fades this village which once 
was home to 600 persons. A church 
has been torn down. Most of the 
.houses were moved away. A few 
[more sturdy ones and the former 
I school now house offices.

Ghosts walk in Ellenton.

cautions. But they also checked   
just as carefully the badge and face 
of a fellow guard who drove a pa 
trol car through one of the gates.

"It'll be nice to get away from 
all this efficiency," commented one 
newsman.

The group did Irarn one thing  
the roast beef in the cafeteria i« 
tasty but a little tough. The potato 
soup is excellent. '

istratinn building, a young woman| 
checked each name with an ad 
vance list. If she found it. you had 
your picture taken and within min 
utes you received a visitor's badge 
containing name, picture, signature 
land all. It had printed around the

They're about the only onrs who-edge a listing by code of the vari-
can ge* in. Ellenton is in the cen 
ter of the 15-square mile Savannah 
River project of the Atomic Energy
Commission. 
highly secret

All about
facilities

 re the 
used for

making the stuff that goes into hy 
drogen bombs.

Uncle Sam intends to keep his 
secrets, too.

That became evident Friday 
when the AEC invited some 30 
newsmen to visit the project and 
get some background material. All 
of the top moguls of the project- 
both AEC men and those of the E. 
I. du Pont de Nemours and Co. con 
tractor* spoke at length. Not once 
did anyone say "This is off the 
record." They didn't need to. They 
weren't putting out any secret in 

formation. A good many questions 
j brought the response, "That's clas 
sified. . ."

In fact "security" was so much 
in evidence one wondered If the 
door with the big sign, "Storage for 
folding chairs," really had folding 
chairs behind it or some secret de 
vice cleverly concealed from view.

CHECKS NAMES 
m arrival jt_the_ slick _admin-

OUR parts of the property you were; 
free to visit. Holes were punched 
over the areas you couldn't visit 
Most of the areas were punched out

The last thing on the program, 
however, was a tour of the project 
There apparently isn't any secret 
that there are 121 miles of new 
roads in the project. The tour cov 
ered most of them, but the bus kept 
carefully at a distance from the 
towering construction work.

Gus Robinson, the AEC public in 
formation man, had notified the 
group in advance that he couldn't 
identify any of the buildings. He 
took quite a ribbing, but he kept his' 
mouth shut. Some of those along 
wondered whether, with all the se 
crecy. Robinson knew himself.

Every few minutes the bus went 
through another gate. Uniformed 
guards meticulously checked each 
man's badge, compared his face 
with the picture. Once they check 
ed their list of authorized signa 
lures to sre if the right man had 
issued the badge.

One might have supposed maybe 
they were trying to impress the 
roup nf n<*wsm«n with th«ir pre-

ambitious 
lined,

program of work out-

Ellenboro pioneered in the agri- 
cultural vocational work, and;

to pimiento peppers next year as 1 
a cash crop. I

Two projects of the Rural Com 
munity Development Club which 
have met with uniform response 
are the community boundary mark 
er program and the uniform mail 
box standard program.

Ellenboro sets as the hub in Col 
fax township with a network of 
hard-surfaced highways radiating 
out into the country. Walls, Hollis,

IRace Path, Hopcwell, Concord andj 
[Six Points communities, all

"rig, several projects now being 
tarried on in the community ante 
dated the organization of the com-

I munity rural development pro- 
;jgram, but are being sponsored by
.jthe same club officers through the 
rural development program of ac-

Community Development 
join Eilenboro. These roads 

from Ellenboro traverse all of 
these areas. A large number of 
boundary markers have been

tivities. 
For example, the Colfax Free

ing crops. Soil conservation is al 
so practiced extensively through-] 
out the area. George Stew art, last 
year's president of the Rural Com 
munity Development is an em 
ploye of the Rutherford Soil Con 
servation Service, and he gave 
freely of his time along this line 
in his home area.

This year's officers of the Rural 
Community Development Club are 
A. B. Bus^hong, president; E. B.

Fair, a community institution, es 
tablished in 1929, draws thousands 
each year to its three-day pro-

the stranger that he is entering 
the Ellenboro area. The reverse 
side of these markers tell one leav 
ing Ellenboro area which commu- 
jnity he is entering. Most of these 
'elaborate boundary markers are 
'constructed in Prof. Bushong's vo- 
icational shop at the Ellenboro High

gram. The fair is held each year 
»n Thursday, Friday and Saturday j 
following Labor day, and has be- 
come almost as'popular as the

 'county fair. This year the fair 
' will be held Sept. 10-12, and al 

ready several hundred exhibits 
have been lined up and a premium 
list reveals around $500 in cash

  premiums for exhibitors. A big 
midway was contracted for about

  a year ago, and will be on the 
;rounds for the three day fair. No

admission is charged. 
Due to the particular type of

c oil throughout Colfax township 
that area is peculiarly adapted to 
the growing of sweet potatoes. For 
many years the township was one 
of North Carolina's principal sweet

School, thus keeping down the cost. 
Likewise, the uniform mail box 

standards throughout the area 
were bought under contract, and 
with aid of the vocational shop 
workers, they were placed through 
out the area at a small fraction 
of their original cost. Each stand 
ard has the name of the box own 
er above the box. Most of the rural 
mail boxes in the community have 
these uniform name standards, and 
the plan of the club is to com 
plete the project this year.

Wilbur Alien, sor>g leader and T.j 
E. Blanton, publicity chairman.! 

Officers of the i Coif ax

Mrs. C.

vce president: Prof. 
Davis, secretary; andl 

M. Mayney, treasurer.!

tee.
During the 

more than a
past few months 
dozen new homes

150 FAMILIES
There arc approximately 1501 

families in the Ellenboro Clubu 
area. Nearly all of these are rural K 
families. The Ellenboro High' 
School building, at Ellenboro, is 
used as a club meeting place by 
these people.

have been built in the community. 
The progressiveness of the area I 
is shown by the well-kept farm 
homes, with all modern conven 
iences. The farms present a car 
pet of green the year around, and 
the people of this area are re ally | 
livina at home."

potato growing areas. However, 
'starting with World War No, 2i{ Like most of the other Rural 
farm labor became scarce and Community Development Clubs of
more and more farmers relinquish 
ed sweet potatoes as a money 
crop. Although Ellenboro has cur 
ing houses with a capacity of many 
thousands of bushels, the crop has 
dwindled until the annual crop 
seldom exceeds 10,000 bushels, a 
quantity sufficient for home needs, 
livestock needs and for sale on 
the local markets. Some are placed 
in the curing houses and sold in the 
early spring on local markets for 
fancy prices. For years they have 
been marketed under a uniform 
brand name.

TURKISH TOBACCO 
Some farmers of the township 

have, for the past two or three 
years, grown Turkish tobacco as

the county, the Ellenboro peopled 
main interest centers around 
their schools and churches. The 
Ellenboro area is fortunate in hav 
ing strong Methodist, Baptist and 
Presbyterian churches. Oak Grove 
Methodist Church, near Ellenboro. ; 
is one of the oldest churches in; 
the county and is among the larg-i 
est rural churches of the county. 
Bethel Baptist Church at Ellen 
boro is a strong church. EUen- 
boro also has a very artive Bo\ . 
Scout troop, in which the com 
munity takes much pride. The 
Ellenboro school   an elcmcn 
tary and high school   draws stu 
dents from a wide area. It has the 
largest enrollment of any rural 
high school in the county, and

cral farmers are experimenting 
with pimiento peppers. The pep 
pers are of a good, uniform heavy 
grade, and are bringing 5 cents per 
pound. Thus far, the farmers are 
well pleased with this year's re 
sults. Each man is anticipating a 
return exceeding that of cotton 
and no more labor is required for

a money crop, instead of sweet
potatoes. However, an immenseiipioneered in vocational agricul 
amount of labor is involved in to-jture and shop work. Prof. A. B 
bacco culture, and this year sev-jBushong, teacher of vocational

agriculture, has been a leader in 
his community, and is quick In 
take hold of any innovation which 
may benefit the area. He was 
responsible for the township's pri 
macy in sweet potato growint; 
The Colfax Free Community Fair 
was his brain-child, and it has 
been successfully put on every

I pepper than for cotton. Indications I year since 1929, except two yean 
are that more farmers will turn I when the county was threatened

with a serious polio epidemic.
Dairying is also carried on ex 

tensively in the area. Diversifi 
cation of crops has been taught-j 
farmers of this area for years,'J to" 
and they are the first to try newf 
crops or new methods of grow-
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the township's primary project, are I ,3 
A. B. Bushong, president; G. Fredf 
Harrffl. 
Mike C

Holtz Wright is advertising man-)'  = 
agcr and James Ledford is chair 
man of the decorations commit-


