
FORMER GOVERNOR 
DIES AT RESIDENCE

Thomas G. McLeod, Criti 

cally 111 for Days, Passes 

in Quiet of Sunday 

Afternoon.

TWICE WAS HONORED 
WITH HIGHEST POST

Administrations Marked by Pro-
gress in Educational Lines.
Luxury Tax One of High-
lighU of Term Funeral
in Columbia Tuesday

With Interment in
Bishopville in

Afternoon.

Thomas Gordon McLeod, twice gov 
ernor of South Carolina and long an 
influential figure in the politics of 
the state, died at his residence, 3122 
Wheat street, yesterday afternoon
 bout 1:40 o'clock after an illness of 
seven months. For days he had lain 
at the portals of death, his life de- 

' spaired of by physicians and members 
, of the family alike, and when he 

, passed in the stillness of Sunday af- 
. ternoon it was as one falling asleep
 'so quiet was his going.  

Long before his malady cirrhosis oJ 
' the liver-had so developed that he 
'was confined to his residence, his 
i friends knew that he was a seriously 
I ill man. His gracious manner and cor-
  dial greeting were never wanting, but 
'those close to him realized that he was 
far from well. After being confined 

i-tto his home, he failed steadily, rally 
ing at times but gradually losing 

; ground until he passed into a coma 
r' s few days ago from which he re 

vived only for brief intervals. Mem- 
Ibers of the family were about him 
iwhen he died.
! Funeral services will be held at the 
I Washington Street Methodist church 

»' in Columbia at 10:30 o'clock Tuesday 
fft morning and will be conducted by the 

r ^ Rev W. L. Mullikin, pastor. After the
*fl services in Columbia, the body will
Si be taken to Bishopville, his home prior
Pi" to his election as governor, where in-
''jsfffsiest will be in the Methodist

*W**'J*3|EV ", .*,»" ' .«*»•*»**-»'>•»- • **• H - '
F . churchyard. The services In Bishop-
: *i ville will be held at 1 p. m. Tuesday.
'   Names of pallbearers were not an-
, I nounced yesterday.
\ The former governor is survived by

his widow, who was before marriage,
k' Miss Elizabeth Alford of Dillon

., county; two sons, T. G. McLeod, Jr.,
H Roanoke. Va.; Yancey A. McLeod, Co-
'iiumbia. One son, McDonald Alford

[ McLeod. died a few years ago.
i A daughter, Mrs. A. C. Mclntyre,
IStratford, Ontario, Canada, and a
I grandson. Thomas G. McLeod Mcln-
jtyre of Stratford,
I Brothers surviving are: Dr. W. £. 
McLeod, Ttmmonsville; Walton J. Mc 
Leod. Lynchburg. a former member 

[of the house; D. C, McLeod. Birming- 
tham; and Frank A. McLeod, Sumter,
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the eldest brother in the family, _,. 
D. M. McLeod, Florence, died about a 
year ago.

A sister, Mrs. Mary'McLeod McNeill 
of Birmingham, also survives.

With Insurance Company.
At the time of his death, the former 

governor was district manager of the 
Life and Casualty Insurance company 
of Nashville* Tenn., and was also legal 
adviser of the company in this state. 
When first he became connected with 
this company, he was field man, and 
his work carried him from Washing 
ton, D. C., to Texas. He addressed in- 
Burance men on various phases of in 
surance in many cities and towns and 
was held in high esteem by officials 
of the company.

But it was, of course, not in this 
capacity that the former chief execu 
tive was best known. It was while he 
was governor that he gained the affec 
tion and admiration of thousands.

He was born in Lynchburg. then

Sumter county, December 17. 1868, the 
son of William James McLeod ant 
Amanda (Rogers) McLeod. William 
James McLecd was a captain in the 
Sixth Seuth Carolina infantry, Con 
federate army, and was an outspoken 
advocate of education throughout his 
life. The son acquired, in part a 
least, his unswerving allegiance to the 
cause of education from his father 
The former governor spent his boy 
hood about his father's farm an*
country store, and later in life ha 
said,

"My esrly experience In my father's 
country store brought rne in contec 
with all classes of people; and the 
knowledge of human nature and the 
friendly meeting with people of al 
kinds and classes appears to have been 
to KM the most useful part of my life 
training and the foundation certainly 
of whatew success I have attained in 
public life."

Aft«T attending the schools of the

jonununity he went to Wofford col- 
ege, from which he was graduate with 

A. B. degree in 1892 and later studied 
aw at the University of Virginia. He 
taught school for about two year* 
and was admitted to the bar in 1896.

In 1896, his father died and the 
young man returned at one* to his 
rfd home and took charge of the fam 
ily's business affairs, giving up the 
practice of law so that he might care 
for his mother and the younger mem 
bers of the family. When the broth 
ers and sisters had received college 
training, he began the practice of 
law, in 1903, at Bishopville. the name 
of the firm being McLeod and Dennis.

In 1901, he became a member of the 
house of representatives from Sumter 
county, and s few years later, when 
Lee county was formed out of s part 
of Sumter, he became the first sena 
tor from Lee county,

He was elected lieutenant governor' 
of South Carolina in 1907 and in ths& 
capacity served two terms.

In his first race for governor, hs> 
ran third. In 1918, he ran for the na-} 
tional congress and was defeated, and 
in 1922 was elected governor for a 
two year term, being re-electtd inj 
1324.

For Tax Equalization.
It was while Mr. McLeod was gov 

ernor thatthe so-called "luxury" taxes

Of kindly and generous heartTV 
was popular in all circles.

Throughout his life he maintained 
his attachment for farming. During 
one of the first movements to reduce 
cotton acreage, he was a member of 
a state central committee for this pur 
pose.

He wu throughout his adult life an 
active participant in church affairs ana 
was a member of the Methodist Epis 
copal church. South. Hi* father had 
been superintendent of the Sunday 
school at Lynchburg for 33 years and 
when he died the son took his place. 
and afterward* when he moved to 
Bishopville he took an activ* part in 
the affairs of the Methodist church in 
that place. He had been a member of 
the board of trustees of Columbia Col 
lege, a Methodist school, and at the 
time of his death was a trustee of 
Emory university. He was a steward 
of the Washington Street M-.hodis* 
church in Columbia and taught in 
Bible class* both in Bishopville and 
in Columbia. For a time, bsfore he 
was governor, he was a member of the 
Winthrop college board. He received 
the doctor of laws degree from his 
alma jnstar and was .elected to Fiji
Beta Kappa at the state university. 
He was an honorary member of the 
Caledonian society of New York; and 
was a member of the society of the

groaning under the burden of taxa 
tion and whtn he proposed that s tax 
be placed on soft drinks, cosmetics,

Of Scotch descent, he prided an [ 
autographed photograph sent to him j 
by the chief of the McLeod cUn of !

few other articles, it was 
that relief was in sight

In spite of strong opposition, he won 
his fight for the indirect taxes. In 
stating his tax policy he said. "We 
must not take a backward step and a 
fair and just distribution of. the tax 
burden means the maintenance of 
efficiency."

He also advocated the erection of 
the state office building, now located 
st the corner of Sumter and Senate 
streets. At that time the departments 
of government were scattered about 
in office buildings and yearly rentals 
amounted to a considerable sum. It was 
then *hat Governor McLeod favored 
the erection of a building to house the 
departments, the same to be paid for 
with rentals. Again he won his fight 
and today the state has an $800,000 
building being paid for by rentals.

The so-called "Pay-as-You-Go" road 
set had his warm support and was 
passed while he was governor. It has 
been superseded by the $65,000,000 road 
bond act, but it was the entering 
wedge to state highway legislation in 
the state.

The 6-0-1 school act u»der which 
the state guarantees all school chil 
dren st least six months of school, 
was also passed in his administration.

Orator of Talent.
The former governor was an orator 

of rcognized talent. Possessed of a 
pleasing stage presence and of a good 
voice, he was known beyond the bor 
ders of the state as a speaker of no 
ordinary ability. During the World 
war he wag chairman of the exemp 
tion board of Lee county and was 
greatly in demand as a speaker at 
Liberty loan drives. Red Cross meet 
ings and at other patriotic gatherings 
over the slate,

The governor used to say that what 
he thought was really his best speech 
was delivered in Philadelphia at a 
patriotic celebration during which he 
was asked to make an rildress. H*. 
spoke with such moving eloquence 
that the people at the dinner stood 
up and applauded him for some ten 
minutes. The Philadelphia newspaperj 
paid high tribute at the time to hn 
ability ai a speaker. A number of 
years ago he made the principal ad 
dress at s meeting of the Southern 
Society of Boston,


