
FIRST S. C. HALL OF FAMERS

Writers Honor McFadden, 
Johnson and Dode Phillips

Three men whose names 
are synonymous with great 
ness in state college athletic 
circles have been elected as 
the first members of the 
South Carolina Athletic Hall 
of Fame.

Walter Johnson, long-time 
Presbyterian College athletic 
director; David G. fDode) 
Phillips, legendary football 
hero from Erskine; and Clem- 
son's Banks McFadden, the 
state's first authentic all- 
American, are the first to be 
enshrined by the South Caro 
lina Association of Sports- 
writers, which established the 
Hall of Fame this year.

They were nominated by a 
special Oldtimers Committee 
and approved by a virtually 
unanimous vote of the 
writers' group.

The committee is composed 
of three 'outside' members 
(Dutch McLean. ex-Newberry 
College coach; Col. D. S. Me- 
Allister of The Citadel; and 
Jakie T o d d. ex-Erskine 
coach) and four veteran 
sportswriters (Red Canup of 
Anderson, Jake Penland of 
Columbia. Ed McGrath of

Spartanburg and Warren Koon 
of Charleston).

The announcement of the 
results of the election was 
made Saturday by Bill Rone 
of The Columbia State, chair 
man of the Hall of Fame's 
governing committee.

These three were deemed 
to have made their major con 
tribution to athletics in the 
state prior to January 1, 1940 
  the arbitrary date separat 
ing the oldtimers from the 
modern era candidates.

The sportswriters are now

completing a vote on perform 
ers who have been active 
since 1940. The person or per 
sons elected in this vote will 
join Johnson. Phillips and 
McFadden as charter mem 
bers of the Hall of Fame. 

McFadden, now an assistant

football coach at Clemson, is 
by far the youngest of the 
'Oldtimers.' In June, Bonnie 
Banks from Great Falls will 
attend the 20th reunion of bis 
class at Gemson.

This Hall of Fame business 
is nothing new to McFadden, 
who is generally called the 
greatest all-round athlete in 
South Carolina history. Last 
fall, he was named to the 
National Football Hall of 
Fame.

His coach, Frank Howard, 
has called him "the greatest 
athlete, in my opinion, that 
we have had in the United 
States in the past 25 years."

McFadden is one of the few 
Hes to ever earn first-

string all-Amencan recogni 
tion in both football and bas 
ketball. He achieved this dou 
ble honor in 1939.

Playing tailback in Clem- 
son's old single wing, the rail- 
thin lad from Great Falls led 
the Tigers to a 7-1-1 record 
in 1938 and an 8-1 record in 
1939. On January 1, 1940. he 
climaxed his briUiant Jootball
career by sparking the Tigers 
to a 7-3 victory over Boston 
College in the Cotton Bowl  
the first of Clemson's many 
post-season appearances. 

If his deeds in football and j

son recognition in baseball 
several times. 

Phillips was called a full-

hack, because he backed up 
the line on defense, but to 
day he would be called a 
tailback or a halfback. He 
kicked, he ran, he passed. 
The pass was a relatively new 
weapon in those days but Phil 
lips was a master at it.

But it w-as as a runner that 
Phillips really excelled. He 
had enormous power for a 
ISO - pounder but was also a 
terror in the open field. The 
stiff arm was a valuable part 

illips' repertoire.
1921 was Dode's greatest 

year as well as his last. Ers 
kine beat The Citadel. 13-6,

basketball were remarkable, *« , 
his track exploits were even I  ' 
greater. Few track' records 4 
have weathered the assault I 
on them during the past few ^ years as one mental barrier ft £»" season - Philips streaked 
after another has fallen. * ffi >'ards wlth **? W*™* 

But two of the three South g kckoff for one Erskine TD 
Carolina records that the 6-3 5 and Sot ™e other on a 3 - 
McFadtJen set in 1940 still ft ?ard runback of an inter- 
stand unchallenged. He holds I: cePted 
the records for the 220-yard S 
low hurdles (23.9) and 
broad jump (23 feet, 3?i 
inches*, His 120-yard high 
hurdles standard was not
surpassed until 1957.

McFadden had a brief fling 
nt pro football, leading the 
National Football League in
rushing in 1940 while playing ; 
with the old Brooklyn Dod- j 
gers. With the exception of a r 
World War II tour in the Air [ 
Corps, he has been on the 
Clemson staff ever since, 
serving ten years as varsity 
basketball coach. He is now 
track coach in addition to 
his football duties.

Even McFadden's exploits, 
however, have not shaken the 
opinion of oldtimers that Ers 
kine's Dode Phillips is the 
greatest football player ever 
produced in this state.

The two, oddly enough, at 
tended high school in the 
same county, Chester, al 
though PhiUip* was bom on 
January 2. 1900 at Bradley in 
Greenwood County. The son 
of an Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian minister. Dode 
spent his prep years in Ches 
ter.

After leading Chester High 
Into the state championship 
finals in 1916, Phillips ma 
triculated at Erskine. an ARP 
school which had less than 
100 students at the time.

A special World V^ I rule 
made him eligible . for five 
years of football and they still 
are regarded as the golden pe 
riod in Erskine's athletic his 
tory. The mighty fell before 
the thinly-manned team from 
Due West during those years.

Dode Phillips wasted no time 
In making his mark. He was 
all-state in football aftefc his 
freshman year (1917). He 
held this rank throughout his 

and earned noet-sea-

Furman was touch that sea-
the ft son an(* it b*31 Erskine but 
37; fj Phillips scored   the only 

SC player to cross the Fur- 
man goal that year. In fact he 
had crossed every opponent's 
goal as Erskine headed into 
its final game with mighty 
Gemson.

That day, Nov. 19. 1921, is 
still remembered as Erskine's 
most glorious day in athletics. 
The Flying Fleet blanked 
Clemson, 13-0. and Phillips 
scored both TD's.

Said Gemson Coach Doc 
Stewart afterwards: "I have 
seen football players in the 
East, South and West, but I 
have never yet seen a full 
back the equal of Phillips. 
Many of the best that the 
game has produced, includ 
ing those who have played on 
professional teams, have not 
been in Phillips 1 class. That 
boy would be a wonder on 
any football team in the 
United States."

Phillips later played pro 
fessional baseball, coached at 
Anderson and Moultrie tGa.) 
high schools, served two 
terms as head coach and ath 
letic director at Erskine, and 
was tor many years state 
supervisor for physical edu 
cation.

For the past seven years, 
he has been associated with 
Cambridge Pharmaceutical, 
Inc., of Greenville. He makes 
his home in Due West.

Coach Walter Johuytn, who 
died on July 23, 1958, is the 
only non-native among the 
Hall of Famers. He was born 
in Milwaukee but for 43 years,

beginning in 1915 and ending 
only with his death, he served 
Presbyterian College in par 
ticular and South Carolina 
athletics in general as few 
men have ever served an in 
stitution and a state.

He coachc'd the Blue Hose 
in football from 1915 to 1940, 
making PC a feared small 
college powpr with a reputa- 
tion of having teams tnat k reg 
fused to give up.

Eut it was his work as a 
model athletic administrator 
and his enormous influence 
over the Southern athletic 
scene that underscored his 
greatness.

Under his direction, PC de 
veloped a showcase athletic 
setup. His well-rounded pro 
gram did not ignore such mi 
nor sports as tenn's. PC's re 
mains a national tennis 
power to this day and is the 
almost automatic SC cham 
pion.

It was Johnson who con 
ceived and directed the South 
Carolina state track meet. His 
influence on this sport alone 
is incalculable. His work as 
the long - time director of 
Palmetto Boys State is of 
lasting importance.

Someone once said that "he 
takes the broad gauge of ath- 
Iftics as a character builder, 
arvt as its champion through 
the years, he has reflected 
credit not only upon PC but 
upon sports everywhere."

Follow Hall of Famer Dode 
Phillips hit at the heart of 
Johnson's character when he 
said. "I have heard his 
name mentioned countless 
times in a grrat many groups 
and. in no instance, have I 
heard a single remark about 
him that wasn't good. You 
can't say that about many 
men."

BANKS MCFADDEN


