
Man With Mission 
Is Winning 4Big Pof

COLUMBIA, S. C. - Dr. Harold 
J. Easterby, director of the South 
Carolina Archives, is a man with 
a mission.

After spending 30 years as a 
history professor at the College 
of Charleston. Dr. East?rby took 
over his present job about ten 
years ago.

"Too little is knmvn about 
our early government," he ex 
plained to The Observer recent 
ly. "I wanted to do some re 
search and writing instead of 
  pending all my times 
teaching."

But research was limited be 
cause public records of colonial 
times still in existence were 
buried in basements and ware 
houses.

Dr. Easterny undertook to get 
Ihese records into the light of 
day.

The new archives building is 
a major fruit of his effort.

When he appeared before the 
Budget and Control Board in 1957 
to make his plea for adequate fa 
cilities for the archives, legisla 
tors had to lean forward to fol 
low his low, dispassionate words.

But his argument was so 
sound that the hoard consent 
ed unanimously to recommend 
the necessary funds. __

Months of work still lie ahead 
In renovating and cataloging old 
records to permit the research 
and writing he wants to do.
In the meantime he has con 

tented himself with being the ad 
ministrator of a staff of 12 who 
are editing and publishing old 
records   and he takes in philo 
sophical stride the endless hours 
he must spend talking with legis 
lators, state officials and the 
general public.

Dr. Easterby is noted for his 
calm, quiet manner.
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Man With A Mission

THE SHELVES will be used to store important docu 
ments at the South Carolina Archives. At the shelves is 
Miss Marie Crawford. secretary to Dr. Harold Easterby, 
director of the archives. (Observer Photo Snook).
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