
J. J. LAWTON.

J. J. Lawton 
Of Hartsville 
Dies at Home

- Jun*
Hartsville. June 1 3  < Special )  

Joseph James Lawton. toremost citi 
zen of Hartsvilie and pioneer builder

liiiecl here this afternoon after an 
' xu-nde<_l illness. He was 80 years old 
April i8.

Funeral services will be conducted 
;it the First Baptist church Saturday 
afternoon at 4:30 o'clock. The board 
<>f deacons of the First Baptist church
 md the trustees of Coker college will
 ierve as honorary pallbearers- 
Funeral services will be conducted 
by the Rev. Howard M. Reaves, as 
sisted by the Rev. W. H. Morgan and 
f>r C. Sylvt'Ster Green. The business 
nouses of HarUwille will be closed 
during the funeral.

A recent biographical sketch of 
Mr. Lawton. published in connection 
with exercises in his honor at Harts 
ville earlier thus year, sets forth the 
highlights of bis career. It follows:

Joseph James Lawton was a prod 
uct of South Carolina; he was a 
buildt-i of South Carolina.

Four generations of sturdy stock 
had preceded him on American soil. 
The first Joseph Lawton niarrit <l a 
Miss Fickling of the low country, 
and his son, Joseph, Jr.. married 
Sarah Robert, whose distinguished 
ancestor, Pierre Robert, was .said to 
have been the first Huguenot minister 
in the Santee section. And their 
son. Joseph James Lawton. was also 
a clergyman and the grandfather of

'Joseph James Lawton, the subject of 
tnis sketch. His grandmother was

j Phoebe Mosse. Mr. Lawton's parents 
were Benjamin William Lawton. a 
physician of more than local renown. 
and Josephine Barksdale Polhill  of 
a family well known throughout the

! state. To these parents Joseph James 
was born on April 18. 1861, at Alien- 
dale, in Barnwell county.

The shadow of those dark days of 
struggle were early thrown across his 
! ife. Doctor Lawton was a mem - 
her of the 5tate legislature, ami as 
such was a signer of the Declaration
  if Secession. But merely signing his 
name was not enough. He had more 
<o offer to the cause, ami the opening

ot hostilities found him a t^pUtin in 
ilie Confederate army, headed for a 
splendid career as a .soldier-physician. 

, Understand, if we can, the mingling 
  loyalties of this, good man, this 
capable physician and faithful soldier 
when his people back home urged 
and secured his recall for medical 
.service to those left behind.

Himself the owner ol a large plan- 
i tation and many slaves. Doctor Law- 
I ton proved a wise counsellor and 
(civic leader in the uneasy period that 
followed the close of the war and the *i 
multiple subsequent readjustments 
that had to be made in the South. 

I Until hi* death in 1879. at the age of 
:57, Dr. Law Ion lived and served his 
people with intelligence and devo 
tion

Prior to the death of his father. 
Joseph James Lawton had attended 
Richmond Academy in Augusta, Ga., 
and had two years at Furman uni 
versity in Greenville. But it wav 
not feasible for his to continue his 
education further, and four years 
later he came to Hartsville to b* as 
sociated with Maj. James Lide COKCI, 
farmer and merchant, in the firm of 
J, L. Coker and company. This ivn- 
nection was significant in manv re 
spects, not the least of which wa* his ! 
personal friendships with membeis ofj 
the Coker family, and his marriage 
to Margaret, daughter of Major Coker, 
on October 3. 1883. Six children were 
born, and five have survived to 
maturity. Benjamin William died in! 
infancy; Anna Lee is Mr*. C. C. 
Timberlake, Hartsville; Pauline is, 
Mrs. A. L. M. Wiggins, Hartsville; 
Ruth is Mrs. George J. Wilds. JrJ 

i Hartsville; Edgar H. is married and 
'lives in Hartsville. where he is as-' 
sociated with his father in business; 
Marguerite is the wife of Dr. Hugh 
P. Smith, Greenville. Mrs. Lawton 
died in 1912, and three years later 
Mr. Lawton was married to Mrs. 
Zemula Vass Sout of Montgomery, 
Ala,, the daughter of Horatio Pen rose 
Vass of Mobile.

His business career is a brilliant 
chapter within itself. The first busi 
ness venture of his own initiation 
wac in 1900, when, he organized the 
Hartsville Oil Mill, destined to oc 
cupy the major portion of hi* bust 
ness life. Beginning with two presses.! 
the mil! now has 12. and handles' 
over 30.000 tons of teed, contrasted| 
with 3.400 tons in 1900.

From the beginning, at the turn ofj 
the century. Mr. Lawton's interest in 
the production of cotton seed oil ex-   
panded. and he has brought organized ; 
mills in Bishopville, Greenville and j 
Anderson. In the development of the 
entire industry he has taken a wide: 
and active interest. He served aa 
president of the South Carolina 
Crushers association, 1908-1909; presi 
dent Inter-State Cottonseed Crushers' 
association, 1920-1921: and as a di 
rector of the National Cottonseed 
Products association.

Although his major interest has 
b«en in cottonseed products, Mr. Law- 
ton has been actively interested in 
numerous local and state enterprises. 
His affiliation with J. L, Coker and 
Company has continued through tha 
years, and he is n.)W vice president of 
the company. He is at present presi 
dent of the Trust company of South 
Carolina; Hartsville Ice and Fuel Cor. 
porafion; Arcade Hotel company, all 
of Hartsville; and the Carolina Build 
ing Material company of Florence. 
For 20 years. 1910-1930. he was presi 
dent of the Hartsville Fertilizer com 
pany. The^e represent his pi inripal

but Mr. Lawton has from time lo 
time been 'a large stockholder and 
director of other concerns.

As a citizen of Hartsville, he has 
been a citizen of the state and na 
tion. He has always demonstrated a 
keen and obvious civic pride and has 
been ready to serve whenever he 
could. For 35 years, 1884 to'1919, he 
was a member of the board of trustees 
of the Hartsville city school; for 29 
years, 1906-1935, he served on the 
boHrd nf commissioners of public 
works. He was a charter member of 
the Rotary club of Hartsville and en 
joyed an honorary membership in that 
cluh. He was among the first list of 
members of both the Hartsville Golf 
club and the Country club of Harts- 
viJle. Countless unlisted movements 
and local organizations have profited 
by his active leadership and support. 
During the World war he was a mem 
ber of the United States food admin 
istration and there demonstrated a 
consistent wisdom and leadership. He 
was later one of the organizers and 
for a long time president of the La 
fayette Highway association. Through 
the efforts of this association, under 
the aggressive leadership of Mr. Law- 
ton, the Lafayette highway, now 
known as United States 15-A, was 
planned, developed and constructed. 
This highway carries one of ihp 
heaviest tiaffic loads of all North- 
South highways on the eastern Sea 
board, and all this traffic goes through 
Hartsville. to the incalculable profit 
of the business firms here.

As a religions leader, Mr. Lawton 
has served in many areas. The local 
Baptist church, the Welsh Neck Bap 
tist association, the Baptist s*ate con 
vention of South Carolina have pros 
pered under his influence and con 
stant leadership.

He joined the First Baptist church 
of Hartsville upon coming here to live 
in 1883. In 1888. when he was only 
27 year* of age, he was elected super 
intendent of the Sunday school, and 
continued in this capacity 36 years, 
until 1924, when he was elected super 
intendent emeritus. In 1887, he was 
elected to ihe board of deacons, on 
which he has enjoyed continuous 
.service now for more than 51 years..' 
During these more re-cent years he has| 
bern a regular teacher in th Sunday 1 
school, and unless prevented by ill 
ness or absence from the city, ha*[ 
been constant upon all the service* 
of worship of his church, especially 
the Wednesday evening preyer serv 
ice.

For 22 years he was the moderator 
of the Welsh Neck Baptist association, 
which includes all Baptist churches 
in this immediate area. As moderator, 
he has also served us chairman of 
the executive committee of tbe as 
sociation and through this commit 
tee has directed a correlated program 
of promotion and enlistment of the 
dhurches in the multi-phased work 
of the denomination. He was also' 
president of the Baptist State con 
vention for three years, 1920-22 ancK 
throughout the years has served on: 
numerous committees and boards ol 
the convention. He has heen in fre 
quent attendance at sessions of th" 
Southern Baptist convention. But h^ 
religious interests have extended be-- 
yond his denomination. He was a. 
founder of the Federated investment* 
and business interests, but Mr. Law- 
ton has from time to time been a 
large stockholder and director oi 
various additional concerns. Forces! 
Tor Temperance nnd Law Enforce- ' 
'sent, ami M-ivpd us it.s jifc\!<irni until

1197.8. an. I is now president emeritus. 
As a leader in the field of Christian 

i education, Mr. Lawton hiis had an 
extended and serviceable career for 
a long period of years.

For many years he was a member 
of the board of trustees of the South 
ern Baptist Theological seminary of 
Louisville, Ky. He resigned this 
trusteeship because he found it im- 
practable to attend regularly the 
meetings of the board at such a dis 
tance from Hartsville.

He was elected a trustee of Furman 
university at Greenville, in 1893. HU 
continuous service to his alma mater 
was recognized in 1936 when Furman 
conferred upon nim the degree of 
bachelor of philosophy as of the class 
of 1880. Since 1916. he has been; 
president of the Furman board ofj 
trustees and has been vitally instru-,- 
mental in the whole program of ex- j 
pension and growth that has brought 
this great institution into a rank of 
high leadership in Ihp South.

Almost parallel with Mr. Lawton > 
interest in Furman has been his in-' 
terest in Coker college m Hartsville. 
and its antecedent, the Welsh Neck 
high school. In 1894. in company 
with Maj. James Lide Coker. his 
father-in-law, and business associate. 
he helped organize and put in oper- - 
ation the Welsh Neck high school a 
co-ordinate secondary school, with a 
full curriculum of classical and tech 
nical subjects. When in 1908, it be 
came obvious that the State of South 
Carolina would assume its rightful 
obligations for the education of the. 
youth of the state, it was decided in 
convert the high school into a stand-. 
ards college for women to be known 
as Coker college. Throughout the 
entire life of the Welsh Neck high, 
school, Mr. Lawton served as a mem 
ber of the board oi trustees and as 
secretary-treasurer. He become im-' 
mediately a member m the board ot 
trustees of Coket college and treas 
urer. Upon the death of Major Coker 4 
in 1918, Mr. Lawton succeeded to the. 
presidency of the board, a position £ 
he still holds. He continued as treas 
urer until 1938, when he was relieved - 
of his duties of that office at his own • 
insistence. Few men. if any, ever 
served in similar relationships with 
two schools for so long a time, or 
gave to each such devotion of body. 
mind and means a» has Mr. Lawton 
to Furman university and Coker col- 

Only last week Mr. Lawton was 
awarded a doctorite of letters by Fur 
man university. This summer Law- 
ton Park, which he gave to the *ity 
of Hartsville was opened for the en 
joyment of the public

m

.' . t

. "


