
S.C's Bill Lander Heads 
Pan-American Press Service

By CHARLES BRANDT

A FEW WEEKS ago, when fee 
Pan-American Union in 

Washington, D. C., was looking 
for a qualified press officer to 
head up their important informa 
tion service, their choice settled 
on a o^iiet, soft-spoken ex-news 
paperman from South Carolina, 
William H. "Bill" Lander.

And they couldn't have made a 
better choice. As a seasoned re 
porter with a broad background 
in national and international af 
fairs, he has worked at one time 
or another in practically every 
one of the 21 republics which go 
to make up the Organization of 
American States of the Pna-Amer- 
ican Union.

More than 30 years activity on 
the foreign news front and on the 
Washington political scone has 
provided him with a fund of 
stories and experiences drawn 
from a variety of assignments, 
most of which he is highly re 
luctant to talk about. He will ad 
mit, under close questioning that 
a lot of his stories in the past 
have made headline news   
stories o£ last-moving events 
which have affected the lives 
and fortunes of people and nations 
the world over.

Some of his assignments have 
been carried out under condi 
tions which could hardly be de 
scribed as "soft," such as the 
time he covered the outbreak of 
the Cuban revolution for United 
Press, back in 1933.

Cuban Overthrow
"As one of the more violent 

periods in Cuban history, it mark 
ed the overthrow of the notorious 
Machado regime and the emer 
gence of Batista as undisputed 
strong-man," he explained. "The 
uprising itself was accompanied 
by a great deal of bloodshed and 
killing on both sides.

"For newsmen the assignment 
was especially hazardous as we 
were usually on the scene where- 
ever the most critical action was 
taking place."

The revolution also proved to 
be a high point in Lender's ca 
reer and provided him with a 
story which he converted into a 
news beat of world-shattering im 
portance. "It was just a case of 
being at the right place at the 
right time, and also having ac 
cess to sources of information 
which some of the other newsmen 
didn't have," he recalled. "As a 
result, we were able to scoop the 
competition with the first news 
out of Cuba on the revolution."

Attended Duke
It was probably the most nat 

ural thing in the world for him

to gravitate to writing ana news 
paper work, a bent which he 
showed as an undergraduate at 
Trinity College (now Duke Uni 
versity) where he edited the 
weekly newspaper, the Trinity 
Chronicle, in his senior year. One 
of the reporters at that time was 
James R. Killian, now chairman 
of Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.

Born at WiUiamston, S. C, Mr. 
Lander spent most of his boy 
hood in Anderson. He received his

preparatoty schooling at Wofford 
Fitting School, Spartanburg, and 
took his A.B. degree at Trinity 
in 1923. A year later, Trinity 
awarded him his A. M. in his 
tory.

His first job was with United 
Press in New York in 1924, the 
same year that he finished his 
graduate work at Trniity. For 
the next 22 years he worked in 
United Press bureaus in New 
York, Washington, Pittsburgh, 
Hiiladelphia, and in 12 foreign 
countries. Among the stories he 
helped to cover were the 1926 coal 
strike in Western Pennsylvania, 
the overthrow oC King Alfonso 
XIII of Spain in 1931, the Cuban 
revolution in 1933, the Mexican 
oil and religious controversies, 
and the arrival of Leon Trotsky in 
Mexico in 1937.

As diplomatic correspondent for 
United Press in Washington, 1940 
to 1946, he covered several inter 
national conferences, including the 
Inter-American Foreign Ministers 
Meeting at Panama (1939); a 
similar meeting at Havana (1910); 
the Chapultepec (Mexico) confer 
ence in 1945. and the United 
Nations Conference at San Fran 
cisco in 1945.

Other Work
Later, he joined the staff of the 

public relations department of J. 
M. Mathes Inc., New York Chy 
advertising agency, where he 
was an important contributor to 
many technical journals in behalf 
of clients served by the agency.

A member of numerous honor 
ary and social organizations, he 
is perhaps most proud of his 
membership in Phi Beta Kappa, 
honorary scholarship society. He 
was awarded membership in the 
society in 1942. by its chapter at 
Duke University.

Scholarship and high literary 
attainment would appear to come 
natural to Mr. Lander, and are 
traits which are easily identifiable 
In his family. His grandfather, 
for example, was the noted edu-

wood in 1904, and when Dr. Lan 
der died that year, it was named 
Lander CoUege. It is now a col 
lege of the city of Greenwood and 
a co-educational institution.

Mr. Lander's father, John M. 
Lander, also taught at William- 
ston and there met a student, 
Sal lie Thompson Hall, of Iva, S. 
C., whom he later married.

The noted book critic and pres 
identelect of the American 
Library Association, Dr. Frances 
Lander Spain, is a first cousin. 
Dr. Spain, who is a graduate of 
Winthrop College at Rock Hill, 
S. C., took her Ph. D. at the Uni 
versity of Chicago. Besides be 
ing a steady contributor to the 
Saturday Review of Literature, 
Dr. Spain is in charge of all 
children's books for the city of 
New York.

Another first cousin. Samuel 
Lander Prince, of Anderson, S. C. 
was until his retirement dean of 
the law school at the University 
of South Carolina at Columbia.

Only Projection
How does Mr. Lander feel about 

the many years he spent as a 
newspaperman?

"Ttiey were among the most 
rewarding and satisfying in my 
life," he says. "Deep inside. I 
think that almost every newspa 
perman I know is convinced that 
he would rather follow his chosen 
career than any other. There may 
be better paying professions, but 
the daily challenge and stimulus 
of getting out the news, meeting 
deadlines, and working under 
constant pressure has its own 
compensations.

"These can be assessed most 
ly in terms at personal satisfac 
tion, ot the opportunities to get 
a olose-up of news-in-the-making, 
and to feel that you have had a 
hand in shaping the events that 

orn our every day existence."
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calor, Dr. Samuel lender, found 
er of Williamston Female College, 
and its president for many years. 
The _college was moved to Green-


