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JCansan's Claim Denied^Historic Vase Will Remain
The historic Jackson vase, long 

highly treasured because of its as 
sociations, the beauty of its work 
manship and its intrinsic value, re 
mains In possession of South Caro 
lina and will continue to occupy its 
place of honor in the South Caro 
lina Archives department, in the 
World War memorial, at Sumter 
and Pendleton streets.

But for a little while, it seemed 
thai this vase really a covered 
bowl rather than a vase might be 
legally claimed by a citizen of 
Kansas, whose father was a mem 
ber of the lamed Palmetto regi- 
mtnt. However now comes to J. 
H. Easterby. director of the 
Archives department, an opinion 
iruin the office of the attorney gen 
eral of South Carolina that this 
vase is properly in possession ol 
the department.

, The story of the vase is an in- 
testing one and harkr back to 
the grim diys of 1815 when near 
New Orleans, an army of the 
United States under command ol 
General Andrew Jackson a native 
of South Carolina defeated an 
army of Groat Britain.

Ladies of South Carolina
In a bulletin by A. S. Salicy, Jr . 

[retired state historian, a histor> 
[of the vase is given. It is set out 
that as a tribute to (he valor of 

[General Andrew Jackson, thr 
[ladies of thf state raised a fund 
land purchased a large silver vase 
1 (a photo is printed herewith) 'anc 
(presented it to the general.

On one side of the bowl is en- 
|graved "Presented by the Ladies*

of South Carolina to Major Genera 
Aitdrew Jackson" and the date 
January 8, 3815. Eagles, with 
wings displayed, are on three sides 
of the base, and another eagle, 
with wings spread, surmounts the 
top to the cover of tho bowl, and 
<h.. handles are fashioned as 
uakes, with two heads.

Makes His Will
When General Jackson made this 

will, he provided that this vase 
-huuld be held in trust by his 
;;r!opted son, Andrew Jackson, Jr., 
\ ilh the directions that should the 
I'nited States become involved in 
a war with any foreign country at 
;ny time in the future, he should, 

.-i I close of the war, present th*1 
vnse to that South Carolinian "who 
MI all be adjuHged by his countrv- 
rnen or the ladies the most valiant 
in defence of his country and our 
[country's rights."

General Jackson died in 1845 and 
<nout two years later came the 
uai with Mexico and some ten 
'-r.rs after the war, Andrew Jack- 
! >n, Jr., wrote Ihe then governor 

of South Carolian, Robert F. W. 
AUslon, that ht- was sending the 
vase to him and that he authorized 
Governor Allston to present it to 
the survivors of the Palmetto regi 
ment, to be handed down to the 
last survivor.

litlle laler. in 1853 Governor 
Alston issued a proclamation that 
he was presenting the vase to Wil 
iam B. Stanley, president of the 
Palmetto Association ' 'for the 
honor gratification of the sur 
viving members thereof, and in

trust for th** last surviving mem 
ber of samp, he being a citizen of 
South Carolina and a resident In 
said state, to nim, his hrirs cxecu- 
tore, admirislrators and assigns 
wilhin this riate forever." Some 
time later, the vase was "voted" 
to the state by the Palmetto Asso 
ciation and later it was transferred 
to the Archives department, where 
it remains now.

Sole Survivor?
Some weeks ago, Director East- 

rrby had a letter from United 
States Senator Olin D. Johnston, 
saying that he had a letter from 
James McKee of Fall River, Kan 
sas, asking the name of the "last 
survivor" of the Palmetto Regi 
ment. Mr. Easterby wrote Mr. Mc 
Kee that it was difficult to identify 
the "last survivor" and then camr 
a letter from Mr. McKee to the ef 
fect that his father, James Alfred 
McKee, who had died in May, 1914, 
was the last survivor and that he, 
James McKee, the son, was en 
titled to the vase.

At once Director Easterby began 
thumbing through the muster roll 
of the Palmetto regiment; but no 
James Alfred McKee. And then a 
further search of regimental flocu- 
menfs and Ihe name was fuund   
James Alfred McKee.

He had served in the regiment 
in 1846 and had died in 191-1. so 
that he must have been a young 

when he signed up.
Then Director Easterby turned 

to the office of the attorney gen 
eral for a ruling on the issue as to 
whether,the vase was property of 
the Kansas man.

From the office of the attorney 
general came a ruling that the will 
of President Jackson bequeathed 
the vase to "that patriot most 
valiant in defense of his country's 
rights" and that no proclamation 
of a governor could invalidate any

provisions of the will. Further it 
was set out that the proclamation 
of the governor provided the vase 
was to be "preserved for the honor 
and gratification of the surviving 
members thereof and in trust for 
the last surviving member of the 
same, he being a citizen of South 
Carolina and a resident of said 
state, to him. his heirs, executore, 
administrators and assigns within 
this state forever." The last four 
words were underscored by the of 
fice of the attorney general.

So the Jackson vase, relic of 
days long gone, remains in its 
glass case in the Archives Depart 
ment of South Carolina.

TO STAY IN SOUTH CAROLINA: Dr. J. H. Easterby, director of th* Archives Depart 
ment, has received word that the historic Jackson vase may legally remain in South Caro. 
lina. For a rime it was thought that it might have to be surrendered to a citizen 6f Kan 
sas. The vase was presented to General Andrew Jackson by "the Ladies of South Caro 
lina" after General Jackson defeated the British at New Orleans. (Munn-Teal Bhoto.)
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