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The Man Who Was Born 
In Two Places

As Li'1 Abner would say: "It's rather 
amoosin' but very confoosin'.99 However, 
it looks as though Dr. Archibald Henderson 
has straightened things out at last.

THE man from Michigan or Cali 
fornia or Xew York who has been 
out searching for the birthplace 

of Andrew Jackson climbs back into 
his car.

"Well," he gays to himself, as he 
starts the motor, "it does seem they 
could get their stories together. It does 
eeem somebody could figure it out. It's 
a cinch Old Hickory wasn't born at 
both places. Or was he, after all ? Old 
Hickory was never much for doing 
the usual thing anyway."

The man from Minnesota or Colo 
rado or Texas drives down the country 
road that leads past the site of the 
George McKemey cabin and on be 
yond the site of the James Crawford 
house out to the new highway that 
almost parallels the north-south 
North Carolina-South Carolina state 
line. He leaves the sign on the edge of 
this country road the old Wagon 
Road of the history books which 
proclaims "0.3 Miles to McKamie 
Cabin Site, Birthplace of Andrew 
Jackson, Seventh President U. S. A." 
He rides on past the little marker on
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the edge of the road that says "Jack 
son's Birthplace" and the marble slab 
inside an iron fence that stands "upon 
the plantation whereon James Craw- 
ford lived, near the site of dwell 
ing house."

Out upon the highway he comes to 
the large iron South Carolina high 
way marker that has beneath a black 
arrow pointing up this dirt road the 
inscription: "To Birthplace of An 
drew Jackson. The Place Where He 
Himself Said He Was Born One- 
fourth of a Mile From Here."

And he turns north or south and 
goes home to Maine or Florida won 
dering if Xapoleon wasn't right after 
all when he said that "History is fic 
tion agreed on."

It is rather confusing, this business 
of visiting the birthplace of Old 
Hickory. For a century and longer 
that question has been one of the puz 

zlers. Historians and biographers have 
wrestled with it and the ordinary ev- 
f*ry-day fellow who likes to read the 
historical markers and do a little sim 
ple investigating for himself has been 
lost in this question of whether An 
drew Jackson was born in Xorth Car 
olina or South Carolina.

It's pretty well settled now, how 
ever, thanks to the enterprise of Dr. 
Archibald Henderson, eminent man of 
literature and of science at The Uni 
versity of North Carolina.

Dr. Henderson comes to the conclu 
sion   and it appears to he the only 
logical one to reach if you are in pos 
session of the facts that Jackson was 
born at the McKemey cabin   in 
Xorth Carolina. These facts are re 
vealed in his new two-volume "Xorth 
Carolina: The Old State and the 
Xew," perhaps the most complete 
story of North Carolina ever told, cer 
tainly a story embracing the longest 
period and one that reveals in many 
particulars entirely new material.

It's an interesting story, that of 
Old Hickory's birth. It's an interest 

ing ride, that of visiting his "birth-, 
places." |

Start at the railway station at Wax- 
haw, X. C. Jackson, as any schoolboy 
ran tell vou, was born down in the old 
Waxhuws March 15, 1767. Read the 
sign on the end of the little railway 
tatiou under the name of the town: 

"Andrew Jackson, seventh President 
of the United States and general of the 
American forces in the War of 1812, 
way born six miles southwest of this 
place. A marker has been placed and 
a little plat laid off at this spot by the 
daughters of the American Revolu 
tion."

Then drive southwest across the 
boundary line, which in this section 
runs due north and south, until you 
ome to the South Carolina State high 

way. In a little while you'll come to 
the big iron highway marker. Turn 
left, ride up the dirt road a quarter of 
a mile, and you'll see a small roadside 
marker designating this as the Jack 
son birthplace. Turn left and you are 
beside the big granite slab within the 
Mnall iron fence.

"I was born in So. Carolina, as I 
have been told, at the plantation 
whereon James Crawford lived about 
one mile from the Carolina road Xg 
(Crossing) of the Waxhaw Creek." So 
said Andrew Jackson to J. H. Wither- 
spoon, August 11, 1824. Jackson also 
said in his last will and testament that 
he was a native of South Carolina. 
This stone stands upon the plantation 
whereon James Crawford lived, near 
the site of the dwelling house.

Ride on up this little country road 
a mile and a half or two miles and 
you'll come to another sign, the mark 
er pointing to the site "0.3 Miles" dis 
tant of the "McKamie Cabin Site, 
Birthplace of Andrew Jackson." Pro 
ceed along another sandy country road 
and shortly you'll come to a beauti- 
fullv wooded little knoll in the center

of winch you'll sec another granite 
slab and beneath the carved-out like 
ness of a log cabin: "Here was born 
March 15. 1767. ANDREW JACKSON 
Seventh President of the Unitea 
States." Another stone has an inscrip-l 
tion explaining that the base of the 
slab is composed of stones from the 
fireplace of the cabin in which Jack-| 
son was horn.

Badh of the two sites, though they I 
are about two miles apart, is close to' 
the state line, which runs roughly par 
allel to the old country road.

And. now, at which place was Jack 
son really born?

The site of the McKemey cabin (or 
McKamie, as it is also spelled) is 
known. If Jackson was born in that 
cabin, he was born on the exact site of 
the slab proclaiming it as his birth 
place.

The site of the Crawford house is 1 
not known. As the slab on the South ' 
Carolina side explains, it marks a spot 
on the Crawford plantation "near the 
site of the dwelling."

And it is true that Jackson wrote 
the letter to Witherspoon expressing 
the belief that he had been born at 
the Crawford house, as the South Car 
olina marker quotes. But, of course, 
Jackson did not know nor does any 
man for a fact where he was born.

Dr. Henderson's investigation, 
whidh he has been conducting over a 
period of many years, seems to prove 
that Jackson was wrong in this belief. 
More remarkable, the Chapel Hill his 
torian produces documentary evidence 
to show that Jackson changed his 
mind and later came to the conclusion 
that his birthplace was the McKemey 
cabin.

In the Edenton Gazette and Farm 
er's^ Palladium of March 23, 1831 
during the presidency of Old Hickory, 
a facsimile of which is carried in the 
Henderson book, there is published an



invitation from the citizens of Mur- j 
freesboro, N". C., to visit them, and > 
the reply of the President. ". . . Un 
derstanding that it is your purpose to 
visit the state of your nativity shortly . 
. . . ," they urge him to include "this 
village on your southern tour" and he 
replied that "Should my official duties 
permit me to visit my nafire state dur- \ 
ing the recess of Congress, I will with 
great pleasure accept the flattering , 
invitation which you have so kindly 
presented me . . ." and continues with 
the observation that "The State of 
Xorth Carolina is a portion of our 
country endeared to me by the earliest 
associations. It was upon her bosom 
and among her citizens I first en-tered 
the career of life. . . ."

This letter was written almost seven 
years after the letter was written to 
Witherspoon, and follows the revela 
tion to Jackson of affidavits obtained j 
during the sensational campaign of j 
1828, when many scandalous stories 
about the candidate were being circu 
lated. These affidavits, discussed in in 
teresting detail by Dr, Henderson, tes 
tified that upon the death of Andrew 
Jackson, Sr., early in March, 1767, 
Mrs. Jackson went to the home of 
Mrs. George McKemy, her sister, 
where the baby was born March 15. 
After she was strong enough to con 
tinue her journey she went on down 
the Wagon Road to the home of an 
other sister, Mrs. Crawford.

During the campaijrn of 1828 in-
Iformation to disprove campaign 
charges against Jackson was collected, 
including affidavits supplied bv James

|D. Craip. a native of South Carolina,
[who had published a letter saying that 
General Jackson had been wrnngj in 
the statement he had made to \Vither-

| spoon and pointing out there were ''liv 
ing witnesses yet remaining' who 
knew that he was born at the Mc 
Kemey house.

Now Dr. Henderson cornea forward 
with a copy of the abstract of the 
affidavit of Mrs. Molly Cotwcrt, pre 
served in the Walter Clark manu 

scripts ot the ^ortFTTarolina Histori-i 
cal Commission, in which this woman 
testifies that she was sent for on the! 
night of the birth of Jackson to aid! 
in the delivery of the baby in the home 
of George McKemey, and that she ar-l 
rived there before the baby -was) 
dressed. This is first-hand testimony,) 
and it fits in neatly with the other affi 

davits, which were given by persons 
who had talked with those present and| 
aiding at the birth of Jackson.

Dr. Henderson's revelations, coupled 
with those of past research into this| 
intriguing story, should end the con 
troversy. But, of course, it won't.

They'll still argue the South Caro-l 
lina supporters of the Crawford 
house argument, will that Andrew 
Jackson was born on that side of the 
line. They won't take down their] 
markers. They may put up bi«r 
ones. Confronted with what Dr. Hen 
derson contends, is overwhelmingly 
evidence to prove that Old Hickory 
fame into this world in the little cabin! 
some 400 yards inside Xorth Carolina,' 
they won't yield,

The most they'll do, you can wager, 
id to admit grudgingly that maybe he 1 
was born at both places.

Maybe he was. Old Hickory, after 
all, was a fast-stepper.

EUiott Springs Says 
Jackson Was Born at 
The Crawf ord Place

cemey ut ays 
Born in This

Capt. Elliott White Springs la flrm- 
iy of the opinion that Andrew Jack 
son was born on the plantation of 
James Crawford In Lancaster county 
and not on the McKemey place 
which is in North Carolina. His op 
inion in this matter is valuable for 
he Is a more or less of a historian 
and George McKemey was his great. 
great grandfather on the maternal 
side. Capt. White who is remember 
ed by many of the older residents of 
Lancaster was a grandson of Mc 
Kemey.

Last Christmas Capt. Springs sent 
out some unique Christmas gifts in 
behalf of the Springs Cotton Mills as 
these gifts were to the form of 
handkerchiefs which bore numerous 
historical scenes. On one handker 
chief was the birthplace of Jackson 
in Lancaster county and It has not 
received any answer from the North 
Carollnlans,

Of course Capt. Springs is a South 
Carolinian and inclined to the Bouth 
Carolina point of view on most things 
but the fact that he is a direct des 
cendant of George McKemey gives 
his argument a basis that it would 
not have otherwise.

Since the wife of George McKemey 
was a sister of Andrew Jackson's 
mother, Mr. Springs, on his mater 
nal side, traces his ancestors back 
to Ireland as well as the first settlers 
in the Waxhaws. There were five 
Hutchinson sisters, born in Ireland, 
who eventually settled in the Wax- 
haws. Two of them married Less lies, 
one married James Crawford, one 
married George McKemey and one 
married Andrew Jackson, Sr.


