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Collector John May's S. C. cottage 
redolent with history of country

; By Amelia Knoedler 
(Chronicle Staff Writer)

AIKEN, May 5 If it'i an auto 
graph of a famous person you're 
looking for, or a bat that belong- 

 ». ed to Adolf Hitler, or even a 
piano from George Washington's 

. family it can all be found at the 
1 home of John A. May, well- 
i known Aikenite.

Literally thousands of persons 
have visited "Mayfields," May's 
summer cottage about four miles 
from Aiken, where the fabulous 
collection is housed.

Miniature museum
May's home takes on the as 

pects of a miniature museum 
where his collection Includes 
signatures of men famous in U.S. 
and South Carolina history.

He has three complete sets of 
authentic autographs of every 
president of the United States 
and signatures of every vice 
president and all the Supreme 
Court Chief Justices.

May, who has been making his 
collection for about 10 years, 
describes his rarest autograph 
as the one giving the full signa 
ture of Abraham Lincoln. He 
>;iid generally, Lincoln signed 
JJKS name as "A. Lincoln."

Even May's 14-year-old daugh 
ter. Pamela, has become enthusi 
astic over the collection and has 
started a private one of her own.

She now has autographs of 
about half of the country's First 
Ladies and those of many other 
famous women, including Queen 
Victoria.

One of the most priceless 
pieces in Pamela's collection is 
an original composition of poetry 
by Dolly Madison, in Mrs. Madi 
son^ handwriting.

ay said he does rot believe 
there is an autograph of MM. 
Andrew Jackson available, but 
instead, his daughter hat one of 
her personal calling cards. 

Jackson his hero
Of all the famous persons In 

history. May's hero Is Andrew 
Jackson.

He says he has the largest pri 
vate collection on Jackson in the 
world. This includes practically 
every book that has ever been 
published on the famous presi 
dent, rocks from the home where 
he was born and a tomahawk 
picked up on the spot where 
Jackson killed Charles Dickenson 
in his famous duel.

Even a barbecue cottage, which 
Ma. had built near his home, is 
named "Rip Raps" after Jack 
son's summer home on -the Po- 
tomac River,

May contends that Jackson 
was a native South Carolinlan. 
He says about half of his book 
collection on "Old Hickory" 
states this fact, but the other 
half, which he describes as hav 
ing Ignorant authors, declare 
Jackson was born In North Ca 
rolina.

The most valuable document 
in his entire collection is a Jack 
son letter. It was writUn by 
Jackson then   major general 
in the army to John C. Cal- 
houn, then secretary of war.

Several years ago when May 
was a member of the S.C. House 
of Representatives, he Introduc 
ed the bill which created Andrew 
Jackson State Park at Lancaster. \

MAY DISPLAYS A PORTION OF HIS COLLECTION

May's interest In Jackson and 
of history in general stirred up 
his enthusiasm for autograph 
collecting. He Joined the Nation 
al Society of Autograph Collec 
tors, and his collection hai been 
growing ateadlly since that time. ,

The walla of his home are lin 
ed with books on history and I 
autographed pictures of famous! 
personalities.

(Presidents' autographs hang on wall in background)
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Historian, 90, Insists 
Jackson Born In NJC

By DON GRAY
ObMrvtr ttaff WnUr

MONROE An elderly Union 
County man says South Caro- 
linians can believe what they 
like about the birthplace of An 
drew Jackson but that North 
Carolina is where the great 
president was born.

George Thomas Winchester. 
90, of the Mineral Springs com 
munity southwest of here does 
not make any claims to having 
been around when Jackson was 
born almost 200 years ago, but 
is confident his ancestors were 
truthful in their account of 
"Old Hickory's" birth in what 
is now Union County.

Winchester, an amateur his 
torian and antique collector, 
cites an affidavit prepared by
 i» great grandfather. 
Tbomat Winchester Sr., in 
ISM in which it was stated 
(bat General Jackson w a* 
born at the home of George 
McCamie In Mecklenburg 
County March 15. 1787. a 
short time after his father's 
death o» Twelve Mile Creek. 
N. C.

It is saiti the corpse of An 
drew Jackson Sr, was put on a 
aled and drawn through the
 now for burial at old Waxhaw 
Presbyterian Church. The 

1 corpse rolled off the vehicle on 
a steep hill and was not missed 
until some time later.

Following her h u s b a n d's 
death, Mrs. Jackson left Twelve 
Mile Creek to live with a sis 
ter. Mrs. James Crawford, in 
nearby South Carolina, says 
the affidavit.

On her way to the Crawford 
home. Mrs. Jackson stopped at 
the home of another sister, Mrs- 
George McCamie, near Cure- 
tons Pond in N. C. and gave 
birth to Andrew Jr. After about 
three weeks, Mrs. Jackson and 
her son continued on to Mrs. 
Crawford's where Andrew spent 
his early years.

"It's easy to see why Lan 
caster County <8. C.> tries to 
claim Jackson as a native 
*on and nobody can blame the 
folk* down there." said 
Oorge Winchester at his 
large white frame home near 
the Mineral Springs school.

"But the truth's the truth and 
Andrew Jackson belongs to 
North Carolina and the state 
ought to develop his birth 
place."

Union County Representative 
S. Gletm Hawfield has intro 
duced a bill in the N. C. Gen- 
eral Assembly requesting $25.- 
000 for a development program. 
No action has been taken on 
the measure yet.

Following is part of the 
Thomas Winchester affidavit 
delivered to attorney Samuel

*\Va!kup of Monroe Sept. fi. M-»..fi , 
to help establish that Jackson 
was born in this state: «

"I Thomas Winchester Sr. - 
of Twelve MUe Creek, N. C., 
near Pleasant Grove Camp 
Ground, aged 84 years, do 
hereby certify that my father. 
Douglas Winchester, rented 
land from one Joseph Me- 
Common for the first year 
and died.

"That I and my mother 
rented the place for two or 
three years afterward. The 
place was said to have been 
owned by Andrew Jackson Sr., 
the father of Andrew Jackson, 
afterward general of the United 
States Amy and president of . 
the United States.

"It had been owned by Samp 
son Grey and afterwards wi^

bought by Joseph McCommon 
and later Mr. McCommon lived 
on the place. John Laney next 
bought and lived orr the same 
place until his death and his 
widow, Martha Laney, now 
lives on the same place on 
Twelve Mile Creek, N. C.. 
where it was said the father ot 
Andrew Jackson Jr. lived at 
the time of his death. Mrs, 
Laney is about 75 years of age.

 'I have heard old Charley 
I indlav sprak at different 
time* and say thai Andrew 
Jackson Sr. was born in Wax- 
haw. N. C., and he spoke of 
knowing General Jackson well 
and of having seen h i m 
often and boasted of his being 
born in N. C.

"Charley Findlay lived and 
died in the neighborhood where 
old Andrew Jackson died. Mr. 
Charley was a very old man 
when he died and his charac- 

1 ter was unimpeachable for 
; truth and honesty and he was 

a man of considerable intel 
ligence.

"I have often heard other old 
persons speak of old Andrew 
Jackson having lived and died 
on Twelve Mile Creek at the 
above specified place and they 
were men who knew old An 
drew Jackson.

"Among them was old John 
Howey who lived within one- 
and-a-lialf-miles of the place; 
Alexander Grey who lived with 
in two miles; John McCorkle 
who lives within half-a-mile: 
all of whom were acquainted 
with old Andrew Jackson.

"1 have lived within one mile 
of the same place for the last 
63 years. 1 have heard many 
other things of the birth of An 
drew Jackson Jr."
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