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areer Coach
BY JAXE SUMMER RAGLAIVD

AWfterry'i Harry Hedge path

looks back on 30 yeart of

dedicated service to youth.

I'THE whistle blows, the teams
I 1 leave the field, the fans de 
part, and the game is over  
ever, except in the heart of the 
coach, where the plays are re 
peated, the strategy studied, and

! mistakes mourned hours after the 
last cheers have echoed across 
the playing field.

Nobody knows this better than 
a man who has dedicated three 
decades ol his life to the coach- 
Ing profession and who has, in 
his long span of service, seen his 
share of victory and defeat, 
triumph and disaster. Harry 
Hedgepath of Newberry, veteran 
(sportsman and coach of New- 
berry high school football, bas 
ketball, and baseball from 1926 
until June of this year, holds the 
unusual record of 30 years with 
the same school, where he has 
Hacked up enough wins to be 
eligible for membership in the

i National Century Club, an or 
ganization for coaches who have

i 100 or more game* to their credit 
each sport. Harry relies on

| Us memory for this information,
| for he keeps no records* 

. "I've never been one for that,"
| he says frankly. "When I play a 
game, that's water over the dam
I I'm looking to the next one. I'm 
a firm believer that there is sc- 
tuaJiy no such thing as a good 
loser, but one CAN lose gracious-

jly, feeling that, despite the lick 
ing of today, he won't be beaten 
again tomorrow. We play to win, 
of course; the pay-off is never 
on a loser. I ought to know, for

| I've lost 30 in a row Just as I'w 
won 2C In a row."

Interfiled in Boy$

IN HIS coaching tenure at New- 
berry High, where he is now 

athletic director and head coach 
of baseball. Harry has seen all 
lands of boys come and go and 
1st hat been interested in every 
one of them. Tn each of them, he 
Instills something of his own love 
the the good and, In hit coaching, 
fee imparts the honest spirit 
whlcb has been the backbone of 
Us own full life. 

- A well-built man with crisp, 
curly gray-peppered hair, Harry 
taJks expressively, often around 
a biff cigar, and sizes up his 

sr with candid blue eyes

ft which have seen a lot of half 
I games over the yearn. His asso 

ciation with the ball world, in 
fact, has been almost as long aft 
his life. Born May 27, 1902 In 
Columbia, he remembers how, as 
a young lad sent to tend the 
cows, he neglected his duty to 
watch a baseball gttme through 
a hole in the fence. His oversight 
Blight have gone urnoticed had 
the cows not left their post, loo, 
to raid n nearby watermelon 
Stand and consume the contents. 

The son of C. W. and Polly- 
anna Koon Hedgepath, Harry waa 
one of six children In the homa 
on LJncoIn street. After attend 
ing Taylor street and Logan 
schools, he entered Columbia 
high school, where he studied 
with an eye on the ball field. All 
three sports claimed him the 
baseball team as captain and the 
basketball team as manager, with 
football coming in for its share of 
bis Attention as one of the team. 
Baseball had a slight edge, how 
ever, and, for two years, Harry 
made all-state third has em an. It 
Is hardly surprising that, despite 
his parents' fond hopes for him 
to become a preacher, Harry did 
some planning of his own which 
pictured him in the uniform of a 
professional baseball player.

Played Semi-Pro Ball

IN THE summers of his high 
school and college years, Har 

ry nurtured this ambition by 
playing baseball in textile or 
semi-pro leagues with Union in 
the old Palmetto league, Green 
wood in the Georgia-Carolina 
league, Columbia in the old Sally 
league, Oakland in the Mid-Stste 
league, and Salisbury in the 
Piedmont league. The whole 
course of bis life was altered, 
however, one day at Melton field 
In 1921 during a Newberry-Caro- 
lina baseball game when he waa 
Introduced to a pert, pretty sports 
fan from Newberry named Mary 
Alice Hlpp. From that moment 
dated Harry's sudden change in 
interest from the University of 
South Carolina to the small Lu 
theran college in Newberry.

At Newberry, Harry played var- 
sity footbaU, captained the base 
ball team, and, in ifcs waa all- 
aiatt <-«t<*hpr. PrnfeftfriAnftI "hall

playing began to lose some of its 
appeal beside the challenge of 
training youngsters and, in 1926, 
Harry decided to devote his ef 
forts to the coaching side of the 
sport* world, though he continued 
his vacation-time baseball play 
ing until 1936.

"I've never had any regrets 
about choosing coaching," Harry 
will tell you now. "I've always 
been more interested in building 
MEN and Christian character 
than in winning ball games."

His boys recognize this ad 
mirable trait of character in 
their coach and admire him for 
it. In later years, they write him 
enthusiastic reports from college, 
reminiscent notes from th* pro 
fessional world, and h/imesick 
missiles from the services. These 
letters express warm affection, 
gratitude, and strong bonds of 
friendship.

"I'm pleased to know that we 
have men of your caliber In New- 
berry," one wrote recently. "No 
one could realize as much as I 
the good you are doing and have 
done in the part for the youth 
of the town."

The boys drop by too, as they 
grow up, and often bring their 
families to meet the man who 
taught them Christian qualities of 
leadership, effort, and fair play 
along with the rudiments of the 
game. In his community, where 
he is active in the Lions dub, 
American Legion, and the Vorty- 
and-Eight, Harry has been the 
subject of editorials, testimonals, 
and newspaper articles.

"The world would be a better 
place fo live if there were more 
men like you," said a former as- 
cistant coach who worked with 
Harry. The present coach of 
Newberry high school, Moony 
Player, observed recently in an 
Open Letter in the Newberry Ob- 
server, "Coach Hedgepath has ac 
cepted me, an untested coach, 
without hesitation. He has given 
unselfishly of his time and ef 
forts to me and my endeavors. 
For this, I am grateful. Fcr his 
friendship, I am more grateful."

An Active Churchman

IN THE Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer, in Newberry, Har 

ry KM taught a teen-age Bible

daaa for years and has aervsd 
as superintendent of the Sunday 
School and as church councilman. 
The faith that is so deeply em 
bedded in his nature is responsible 
for much of his success with his 
boys, who like to remember that 
"Coach" always had prayer be 
fore every game and that he en 
couraged them with maxim*; like 
"It's not the size of the dog in 
the fight, it's the size of the fight 
in the dog."

"Even the bitterest limes," 
Harry remembers, "The two full 
years when I couldn't win a foot 
ball game even with a bunch of 
kids who literally played their 
hearts out every game without 
getting a break, much less a win 
 evan these had their moments. 
I've gotten a lot of fun out of 
life, had lots of fun and pleasure 
working with fine young men."

In addition to the job he want 
ed, Harry got the girl, too, and 
in 1931 he and Mary Alice were 
married in the Hipp home where 
they still live today. Harry ad 
mits that his. wife can outdo him 
at fishing, but it's Mary Alice 
who has to remind him that she 
played golf with him once, won 
the game, and has never been 
asked for a return match. Harry 
himself is an ardent fisherman, 
avid hunter (he once shot two 
bucks in one day), and an excel 
lent barbecue cook.

Harry's mother-in-law, Mrs. 
George Hipp, who lives in the 
same house with the Hedgepath*, 
shares their love for the world 
of sports. She has often astound 
ed ball game spectators by cor 
rectly Identifying complicated 
plays, a feat which she explains 
as a natural result of long asso 
ciation with a coach. Harry and 
"Hipp," as he calls her, have 
often been asked how they have 
kept up such an agreeable rela 
tionship over the years.

"My ma-in-law's a topnotrh 
cook," Harry explains, with ob 
vious admiration.

ArcomplUhtnents 
Recognized

HARRY'S accomplishmenti in 
his coaching profession were 

recognized by his fellow towns 
people who, hi 1947, named the

high school field the! Harr> 
path athletics field. The respect 
he has won in Newberry spread 
to include other contacts when 
Harry served a three-year stint 
in the Navy. In service, Harry j 
was stationed at the University j 
of North Carolina Pre-Flight ; 
 chool, Austin-Peay state college , 
in Clarksville, Tennessee and at j 
Bunker Hill Naval Air station in | 
Peru, Indiana. He was commis- j 
sioned Lt. (j.g.) in 1942 and camt I 
out in IMS as B. Lt. Commander, 
During those years, hi* duties 
were manifold, with both mili 
tary and athletic assignments. He , 
taught such varied sports as 
baseball, football, basketball, 
track, soccer, swimming, boxing, 
hand-to-hand combat, and volley- 
ball and, In each, earned the re 
spect of his trainees.

"Meeting you has been one of 
the highlights of my naval ex 
perience," one wrote him. "The 
man mort highly respected by 
all British cadets," wrote anoth 
er, "a shipmate, an officer, and 
a perfect gentleman." Charac- 

; teristically, Harry has received 
these and other laudatory trib 
utes modestly and takes consid 
erable prodding before revealing 
such praise.

At Newberry, Harry now teach 
es general science in addition to

; his athletic duties. In the past, he 
has taught both French and 
business arithmetic and, at times, 
taught as many as six classes in 
addition to bis three-sport coach 
ing. He has coached the Ameri 
can Legion Junior baseball team 
of Newberry, been assistant 
coach of the Charlotte All^tar 
game, and twice a member of the 
coaching staff for the Jayceea 
All-Star football game in Colum 
bia. Somehow be has managed to 
work in graduate courses at the

j University of South Carolina.
Harry helped to organire~~the

S. C. Athletic Coaches associa 
tion in 1948 and has been its sec- 

I retary since that time. For the 
annual clinics this group holds 
at the university, with big-name 
coaches as lecturers, Harry 
makes endless jrtans, spends 
countless hours working them 
out.

Harry's teams in the past have 
won several state Class A baseball 
championships, and a number ol 
district fool ball and basketball 
championships. For a man with- 
our records, Harry remembers 
remarkably well. He especially 

Jikes to recall his times on top 
of the heap-the 1940 and 41 sea- 
ions when his boys won 16 out of 
18 football games, tied one, and 
lost only one, racking up 305 
points to their opponents' eight.

BaskHball was good thai year. 
too, and the baseball team won 
the state Class A championship.

The 1951 team is one he remem 
bers well, too. This group won 
42 out of 46 games in the three 
sports, going to the upper state fi 
nals in baseball and basketball. 
That year, too, Harry took his 
boy* to the Paper Bowl football 
game in Canton, N. C., where 
they lost by only one touchdown.

"The coaching life is a full 
one,'' Harry comments. ''Why, 
one night I saw my star pitcher, 
Billy O'Dell, strike out 28 men!" 
From O'Dell, now a professional 
baseball player, came Harry's 
prize possession the first ball 
Billy pitched for the Baltimore 
Oriole, autographed especially

for his high school coach* 

Double Piny!

THE proudest moment of .all for 
Harry, however, was a dou 

ble play the night in 1950 when 
he saw his boys win the state 
baseball championship while hi*
wife was driving herself to the 
hospital where, the next morn 
ing, their fine girl was born, a 
special blessing after 18 years 
of married life. Harriett*, row 
six years old, has inherited her 
dfld'4 geniality, is growing up i 
confirmed sports fan.

Harry Hedgepath has trod the 
mad up hill and down with the 
same easy pace, the steady, firm 
M*urance that faith in his fellow- 
man brings. His rewards have not 
always been on the scoreboard, 
but written on the faces of the 
boys he has trained. It is typical 
of Harry that, of the mementoes 
of his life, the one he cherishes 
most is not the newspaper nonet 
of the time he had a season bat 
ting average of .46 , but the note 
of real affection from his Navy 
chaplain which says.

"I know your 'batting average' 
In life: i* well up


