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, Colonel

  Soethi Fork
Mountain

COL FREDERICK HAMBRIGHT 
HELPED TO SWING WAR'S TIDE 

IN FAVOR OF INDEPENDENCE
, ———*———-

(Lived Balance of Life in Sight of Field of Battle—Limped Al 
ways From Wound Received—Left Numerous Progeny 
Whose Names Are Household Words in Several States. 
Left Fine Record Both as Soldier and Citizen—Marker Over 
His Grave. ^

tF
BY MARGARET ADAMS GIST.

REDERICK HAMBRIGHT was one of the heroes 
of Kings Mountain, the sesqui-centennial of 
which battle will be celebrated on a large scale 
October 7. He was a brave soldier and a mag 
nanimous man. His country owes him and his 
compatriots a debt of gratitude. His numerous 
descendants in the two Carolinas have a right 

|to be proud of his record both as a soldier and as a citizen.
1ORN IX GERMANY.

He was born in Germany, In 1727, 
[during the reign of Frederick Wil 
liam 1. (1713-1740.) whom Carlyle 
calls the "Great Prussian Drill Ser 
geant," and who practiced the most 
rigid economy in order to increase 
his army. He had a whim for giants. 
He would bribe, kidnap or force a 
tall man into his bodyguard at any 

I cost.
It may have been to escape from 

I this land of militarism that Adam 
(and Conrade Hambright leff their 
homeland, arriving in Philadelphia 
in October, 1738, with their fami- 

llies. They did nut tarry long In the 
[city of Brotherly Love, however, go- 
ling on to Lancaster, Penn.. where 
I the Hambrlghts have long been 
prominent citizens.

It is not known which of the col- 
I onlsts, Adam or Conrade, was the 
father of the boy Frederick, who 
was at the impressionable age of 11 

! years when he first saw the shores 
of the wonderful new world, then 

| as now, the land of promise to the 
struggling, highly taxed and mili 
tary-ridden people of the old world. 
Doubtless Pennsylvania was a very 
attractive colony. The government 
waa a free one, the law-makers be 
ing chosen by all the freemen. Land 
was sold at a low price to any who 
had money, and equal rights and 
privileges Were assured to each law- 

  abiding citizen. 
SOUTHERN MIGRATION.

About 1755, after Braddock's de 
feat. Frederick Hambright. a youth 
of 17 years, with many others, then 
joined in the migration southward 
as far as Virginia, where he stayed 
long enough to marry Sarah Har- 
din. Five years later, 1760, we find 
Mm, hit wife and little children 
following the trail of adventure 

and migration down to the colony of 
North Carolina. They settled near 
the South Fork of the Catawba river 
in what was later Lincoln county.

e, after buying his land an<3
llding his log cabin, he joined with 

his neighbors in helping to fortify 
the fort near his home, for pro 
tection against the Catawba In 

dians, Into whose stronghold the 
pale faces were Intruding. The pe 
riod 1760-3,775 waa one pregnant of 
results in American historyy When 
the wars fn whfeti England" had .o«en 
engaged on the continent and in 
America with the French in Can 
ada closed, the mother country was 
everywhere victorious, with Canada 
annexed, but she was tremendously 
in debt, and needed revenues, which 
sha proceeded to raise by taxing 
the American colonies.

The stamp act and other obnox 
ious legislation followed, creating a 
spirit of resistance to taxation with 
out representation, opposition to 
which was voiced by Patrick Henry 
James Otis, Christopher Gadsen and 
others. In North Carolina the op 
position to unjuat taxation culmin 
ated in 1771, in an uprising against 
Governor Tryon, and the bloody bat 
tle of Alamance was fought be 
tween 3,000 citizens, "regulators," 
and the governor's forces.

"There is no portion "of our state," 
writes the historian John H. Wheel 
er, "whose territory was the more 
immediate scene of our revolutionary 
struggles than Lincoln. Once a por 
tion of Mecklenburg. It was a gen 
uine swarm from "The Hornets' 
Nest." 
UNCOLN ASSOCIATION.

"In August, 1776, the following 
association was drawn up and or 
dered to be signed by every free 
holder In Loncoln county:

"The unprecendented, barbarous 
and bloody actions committed by 
the British troopfl on our American 
brethren near Boston, on the 13th of 
April and 20th of May last, togeth 
er with the hostile operations and 
treacherous designs now carrying 
on by the tools of ministerial ven-

suggeat to u 
painful necessity of having re 
sources to arms for the preserva 
tion of those rights and liberties 
- hlch the principles of our consti 
tution and the laws of God, na 
ture and nations have made u our 
duty to defend.

"We, therefore, the subscribers, 
free holders and Inhabitants of Try- 
on county (named changed In 1779 
to Lincoln and Rutherford counties) 
do hereby faithfully unite ourselves 
under the most solemn ties of re-' 
ligion, honor and love to our coun 
try, firmly to r*nist, force by force 
in defense of our national freedom 
itnd constitutional rights, against all 
invasions, and at the same time do 
solemnly engage to take up arms and 
'risk ourselves and our fortunes in 
maintaining the freedom of our 
country whenever the wisdom and 
counsel of the continental congress 
or of our provincial convention shall 
declare It necessary, and this en 
gagement we will continue in and 
hold sacred till a reconciliation shall 
take place between Great Britain 
and America on constitutional prin 
ciples, which we most ardently de- 
sh-e, and do firmly agree to hold all 
such persons as Inimical to the li 
berties of America who shall refuse 
to sign this association."

"Signed by John Walker, Charles 
McLean, Thomas Beatty, Frederick 
Hambright, Jacob Forney, Jack Tur 
ner. Samuel Loften and others.

"Let it be remembered that this 
association was signed nearly 12 
months before congress declared 
independence. 
PROVINCIAL CONGRESS.

Such was the confidence that his 
lellow citizens reposed in the char 
acter and ability of Frederick Ham- 
bright that he was sent as a repre 
sentative to the provincial congress 
of North Carolina, which met at 
HUIsboro, August 21, 1775. This state 
backing up the actions of the con 
tinental congress, held In Philadel 
phia, In October, 1774.

Frederick Hambright also helped 
to organize and drill the militia, for 
in June, 1776. we find him serv 
ing as a captain against the Indiana
on the western frontiers. In the fall 
he served under General Ruther 
ford In his campaign, extending into 
Georgia, when the conquered In 
dians begged foe peace. In 1779, 
Captain Hambright was made lieu 
tenant-colonel. Late in the same year 
he went. In Llllington'e brigade, to 
the relief of Charleston, retiring 
before the surrender of the city. In 
1780 he served under Colonel Mc- 
Dowell In the Broad river region, 
where recruits were being gath- 
ther and the enemy harassed wher 
ever posaible. 
AT KINGS MOUNTAIN.

The crowning service of Colonel 
Hambrlght's career was at the Bat 
tle of Kings Mountain, October 7, 
1780, the turning point of the war 
of the American revolution. Aroused 
by FergusonV threat to come over 
the mountains and hang every man 
that did not lay down his arms and 
submit to the king of England, the 
clans, under Colonels Campbell, Be- 
vler, Shelby, Cleveland, McDowMl, 
a&d Majors Joseph Winston and Jo 
seph McDowell to be Joyfully Joined 
hv Colonels Williams. Lacey and

These, with Colonels Graham, 
Hambright and Major William 
Candler, with about 1,000 hand- 
picked men formed a deadly circle 
around Kings Mountain, where Col 
onel Ferguson, with an equal num 
ber of men, disciplined and brave, 
had entrenched himself, declaring 
that "God Almlght and all the re 
bels out of hell could not drive him 
from U."

Colonel William Graham was first 
In command of the Lincoln men. 
Colonel HamV right second. Colonel 
Graham received a message from his 
home, 16 miles away, that his wife 
was desperately III. Leave of absence 
was granted him. Colonel Campbell, 
judging that Major Chronicle was n 
younger and i-.ore active man that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hambright, ob 
served to the major, "Now you must 
take Graham's place," and turn- 
Ing to Hambright, asked If he had 
any objections. It was a trying sit 
uation, but Colonel Hambright rose 
finely to the occasion. He unselfish 
ly and generously said It was his 
wish that Chronicle sbouln$ da s*o, 
as he beat knew the ground. $?o sulk- 
ii.g or Jealousy from him! '  
CAPTURE OF PONDER.

Colonel Hambright'a observation 
was quick and his eyes were clear 
sighted. When within a mile of the 
summit a youth of about 17 years, 
named John Ponder, was arrested 
by Colonel Hambright, who knew 
the boy. had a brother In Ferguson'e 
camp. On searching him a fresh dis 
patch from Fergueon to Cornwallls 
was found, showing anxiety as to his 
situation, and asking that assist 
ance should be at once sent to him. 
Colonel Hambrlcht questioned young 
Ponder as to Colonel Ferguson's ap 
pearance. He told him that white 
Colonel Ferguson waa the belt uni 
formed officer on the mountain 
they could not identify him by hiu 
military dress, as he wore a checked 
shirt or duster over It. Colonel Ham- 
bright then said to his men in his 
broken Pennsylvania German ac 
cent: "Well, boys, when you »ee dot 
man mlt a pit shirt on his clothes 
you may know who he is, and mark; 
him mit your rifles." If John Pon 
der had delivered Ferguson's mes 
sage to Comwallia, Kings Moun 
tain might have told a different 
tale.

In the circle of fire which ringed 
the mountain the Lincoln men, or 
"South Fork boys," were at the 
northeast end, where the first mon 
ument stands at tha branch. The 
little band of 60 men from the farm 
and forest, clad In homespun, woven 
and made by their wives, mother* 
and sisters, strong, hardy, each with 
his rifle in his hand, his old powder 
horn slung over his shoulder, with 
a steady, rapid tread hurried up the 
steep ascent, Major Chronicle at 
their head. As they reached the 
base ot the ridge Major Chronicle, 
who marched ten paces In advance 
of the troop, waved his military cap 
and cried out. "Face to the hill." 
DEATH OF CHRONICLE.

The words were not out of hla lips 
before a bullet struck the intrepid 
leader, and he fell fatally wounded. 
The command now developed upon 
"the elder soldier," the man of 53 
years, who, followed by his men, 
pressed steadily on to the moun 
tain's top. He was aided by a re 
markable body of officers, Major 
Joseph Dickaon, Captains Mattocks,, 
Johnson, White, Espey, and Martin. 
They took their places In the line, 
and. officers and men, from Colonel 
to the laat man ot the privates, 
fought with determination and cour-

They had their casualties. Before 
reaching the creat of the mountain, 
they received a volley of bullets 
from the enemy, led by Captain De 
Teyster, Ferguaon's second in com 
mand. Captain Mattocks and John 
Boyd were killed, and William Gll- 
mer, a brother of the noted acout, 
Enoch, and John Chittim were 
wounded. Chlttim, who belonged to 
Captain, Martin's company, was shot 
in the side. Ithe bullet making a 
holo which, Recording to tradition, 
a silk handkerchief could be drawn 
through: yet such was his consti 
tution that he recovered and lived 
to a good old age, to fight over the 
Battle of Kings Mountain for his 
grandchildren. 
ACTS OF BRAVERY.

Many of the "South Fork boys" 
distinguished themselves. A gallant 
young fellow of 17, Robert Henry, 
in the act of being pinned to the 
ground by his antagonist^ bayonet, 
discharged his riflo, and he and his 
opponent fell to the ground to 
gether. William Caldwcll, one of 
Henry's companions, his "buddy," 
we would say now, pulled the bayo 
net out of the wounded boy's thigh, 
but. finding it sticking fast, to his 
hand, pave the wounded limb a kick 
with his boot, which loosened the
bloody instrument's hold. Henry mif-^ 
fered more In the extraction than he 
did In receiving the bayonet. He rose 
to his feet and picked up his gun 
with his uninjured hand and in due 
time recovered from, hla severe 
wounds.

In 1795 he waa one of the party 
who ran the> boundary line between 
North Carolina and Tennessee. He 
studied law and practiced his pro 
fession many ypars in Bunsombe 
county. He served in the house of 
commons in 1833 and 1834. He wrote 
a narrative of the Kings Mountain 
campaign and battle, which Is fre 
quently cited by J r, Lyman Draper 
in "Kings Mountain and Its Heroes." 
He relates that many of the "South 
Fork boys" y^re not mo^_tb,an tt 
gun's length ahead of the Tory bay 
onets, and the furtherest could not 
have exceeded 20 feet, when they 
fired with deadly effect upon thetr 
puraurers, and retired to the bot 
tom of the hill, quickly reloading 
and In turn chasing their enemies up 
the mountain.

Robert Henry lived to the patri 
archal age of 98 years, dying in the 
new county of Clay, January 9, 
1863. He, wjis undoubtedly the last 
of the heroes of Kings Mountain. 
HAMBRIGHT WOUNDED.

Near the close of the battel, which 
lasted an hour, Colonel Hambright. 
leader of the brave "South Fork 
boys" while encouraging his men. 
received a Bliot through his thigh, 
an ugly wound, the ball passing be 

tween the thlgli-bone and his sad 
dle, cutting some arteries and fill 
Ing his boot with blood. Seeing the 
colonel wounded, Samuel Moore, ol 
York county, South Carolina, pro 
posed to assist him from his horae 
but the old soldier refused, giving 
as his reason that it might distract 
tha attention of his men, and as h« 
did not feel sick or faint, he would 
stay with his men an long as he could 
alt in his saddle. .

JPpMBiiijr *tP the front of we H.., 
hfr called but in his brokeh Ger 
man: "Huzza, my brave boysj. fight 
on a few minutes more and the bat 
tlo will be over." He was so near 
Colonel Fcrgnson that the brav« 
Briton heard the encouraging words 
H is said that Ferguson shouted In 
reply: "Huzza, brave boys, the da>

utterances of tHe 3 efoatefi leader, i 
In the course of the battle Colonel 
Hambright's h«t was perforated with 
three bullet holes, and this memorial! 
of the Battle of Kings Mountain was 1, 
long kept in his family. He recov 
ered from his wound, but several] 
of the sinews wore cut, so that, like 
Jacob of old, he rver afterwardsi| 
"halted upnn his thigh." 
HAM11RIGHT HOMK.

Sometime hffon* the Battle . of 
Kings Mountain Colonfl Hambright 
had bought a tract o£ land on 
King's rreek, in York county, 
had built a log cabin upon

and

it waa to this home he wo taken! 
and cared for until his wound* werel 
healed. Soon after peace came to) 
th« war-diatracted country the old 
hero of Kings Mountain built a sub-| 
stantlal dwelling, where he lived the 
rest of his life. Th«s house waa about 
one and three quarter miles from the 
battlefield and one quarter of a milt 
from what is now the Cherokee 
county line, then a part of York 
county.

Rev. J. D. Bailey writes on "The 
Commandera at Kings Mountain:"

"The old homestead of Colonel 
Hambright waa beautiful for  ItlUt- 
tlon." Looking to the westward the 
observer would see the silvery stream 
of King's Creek, the waters of which 
were hastening on toward Broad 
river. On either side were broad 
expanses of magnificent lands, 
which produced the most luxuriant 
crops of corn. To the eastward the 
slope gradually rose until it formed 
a base on which Kings Mountain 
rests. In the early morning the 
very mountain on which the old 
warrior fought casts its shadow 
across his entire domain, remind 
ing him no doubt of the struggle he 
waged there and the blood he spilled 
in the Interest of liberty's cause." 
DESCRIPTION OF PLACE.

A lineal descendent of Colonel 
Hambright. Mrs. Bessie Hambright 
Ferguaon. of York, S. C., spent many 
of her childhood's days at the old 
homestead, the home of her grand 
father, Gilbert Hambright. She has 
written the following Interesting de 
scription of the old revolutionary 
place:

"Colonel Hambrlght's house, as I 
remember It, waa a large two-story 
house, built of hewn logs, ceiled 
throughout In the inside and weath 
er-boarded on the outside. Leading 
up to the entrance was a long 
aanded walk with huge boxwood 
on either side. The boxwood were 
broad enough for grandmother's 
feather beds to be spread out on 
them straight and flat. The yard was 
beautiful with Norway spruce pines, 
rosea and shrubs. The two stone 
ateps led to a wide porch extend 
ing the length of the house, except 
for a small bedroom at one end. 
The main door opened into a large 
living room, at one end of which 
was a luge open fire place. Doors 
led from this room into other bed- 
rooma. Just at the right of the fire 
place was a door which led to the 
narrow staircase. There were three 
bedrooms upstairs. The back porch 
was long and narrow, with a bed 
room at one end. Their stair steps, 
18 or 20 in number, had a handrail 
on each side. The kitchen and din 
ing rrom were about 76 feet from 
the back steps, with the well be 
tween.

"The house was burned Beptem-^
her, 6, 1927.

By his first marriage, to Sarah 
Hardln, Cnlonel Hambright had 12
,.i :,..,., i. - ',' r.r'-r^ ;vK-v Mftrv



'd in I7*ii.
!; ->. had 10 children, 2H In all. a truly 
p.Urlarchial family. Fourteen of the
-2 reached maturity. From them are 
df»aoended some of York county's 
ii.^at citizens. 
MARKKH FOR GRAVE.

One of Colonel Hambright'a sons,
-i >hn, was also a soldier oC the Revo 
lution, rising to the rank o£ captain 
br?for.ft the close of the war.

On the Rtotie which marks tfolanai 
lUmbiight 1* grave In old JShiloli 
1'iesbyterlan graveyard, one mile 
from Grover, is the following in 
scription:

"In memory of Col. Frederick 
i ;iimbright, who departed this life 
March 9, 1817, in the ninetieth year 
of hia age.
"Adieu to all, both far and near, 
My loving wife and children dear, 
Km- my immortal soul is fled, 
i must be numbered with tha

dead."
Colonel Harnbright was a Presby- 

tt'riau true blue, and was an elder 
in the Shiloh church.

About 1922 or 1923, the Colonel 
1 lambright chapter, D. A. R. of 
Kings Mountain, N. C., placed a 
t-'.onze marker on his grave, with 
the Inscription:
"Colonel Frederick llambrlght, A 

Soldier of the Revolution
Erected by D. A, R. 

t.'olonel Frederick Hambright Chap 
ter, Kings Mountain, N. r."
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Home of Col. Frederick Hambriffht in sight of the 
battle ground of Kings Mountain, where he fought, and 
his grave in old Shiloh churchyard, near Groifer. The 
other picture (in oval) is that of Jacob F. Hambright', 
lineal descendant of the fourth genw&ttoit, $ntfM$er ,^ &K 
the battlefield 'park commission and chairrnan of one-of 
the sesqui-centennial committees.

IGHT PASSES

*S*S/ ~ 
QI/ Cherokee

County Died Thursday.
Jacob F. Hambright, farmer and 

outstanding citizen of Cherokee 
county, died in the Rutherfordton, \ 
N. C. ( hospital Thursday evening at! 1 
5:45, after a long period of declining |[ 
health, aged 59 years. Funeral ser 
vices were held at Shiloth Presbyter 
ian church at Grover on Saturday 
morning at 11 o'clock, the services 
being in charge of his pastor. Kev. J ' 
T. Dendy, and were largely attended! 
by relatives and friends of thedeceas-j 
ed. Interment was in the cemetery', 
at Grover.

Mr. Hambright is survived by his 
widow, who was Miss Ida Ware; five 
sons, J. D., Fred, Meyers. Irvin and 
Paul, and one daughter, Miss Sarah 
Hambright, of Grover; two brothers. 
Charles and Bell, and two sisters, 
Misses Mamie and Edith Hambright. 
all of Grover.

Jacob P. Hambright was a great- , 
grandson of Colonel Frederick Ham- 
bright, one of the heroes of the battle 
of Kings Mountain. He was a mem 
ber of the National Military Park 
commission, along with Messrs. G. G. 
Page of Kings Mountain, N. ti.; A. 
M. Grist of Yorkville and Major N. 
Y. DuHamel of the U. S. army, 
which had in charge the preliminary 
survey of the battlefield and sur 
rounding territory initiatory to the 
establishment of the National Mili 
tary Park; also he was a member of 

ithe central committee which last 
!year staged the sesqui-centennial 
celebration at the battlefield last Oc- ; 
tober, and on both of these commit- jl 

] tees Mr. Hambrigfht was a most help- 
'; ful member, as he was thoroughly 

familiar with the battlegrounds and 
the territory surrounding. He was 
especially pleased when the last con- , 
gress passed the act making Kings 
Mountain battleground a national 
park.

Mr. Hambright was a ruling elder 
in the Shiloh Presbyterian church al 
Grover and was most active in thr - 
interests of his church and Ohe com 
munity in which he lived. He was. 
an especially good farmer and one of I. 
the largest landowners in the section \ 
in which he lived. He was of rather 
retiring disposition, quiet in his de- \ 
ineanor, but one who was as occasion ' 
made it necessary, ready to take his 
stand for that which he believed to 
be rigftit and just. He was held in 
high esteem by all who enjoyed his 
acquaintance and friendship and his 
passing brings sorrow to his many; 
friends.


