
Major Wade Hampton Gibbes 
Who Fired First Shot of War
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^Born 100 Years Ago Today
Today marks the 100th anniversary literature, and 

of the birth of the late Wade Hamp-  J ?*?" i 
ton Gibbes, modest gentleman, g«l- |of South

chosen

"n ffi ^ under t
lant soldier of tile Coniederacy, patrio 
tic citizen of South Carolina.

On the battle field, in hospital 
bed, in his native city, Columbia; in 
days of victory and of defeat, of Re 
construction, he so conducted him 
self as to be worthy of the encomium 
"he bore without abuse, the grand 
old name of gentleman."

It was Major Gibbes who fired the 
first shot at Fort Sumter, the signal 
gun which declared that actual hos 
tilities had commenced between the 
North and South.

After the war, during which he 
conducted himself with conspicuous 
gallantry, he returned to Columbia 
and lent his energies, and his talents 
to the upbuilding of his native city.

In 1860, he married Miss Jane Alan 
Mason of Fehnouth. Virginia, who 
died in 1887. He was survided by five 
children, Wade H. Gibbes, Jr., Miss 
Jennie Mason Gibbes, Miss Fannie 
G. Gibbes. A. Mason Gibbee and 
Frank Huger Gibbes. All are living 
today except A. M. Gibbes.

He died, June 12. 1903; funeral ser 
vices, conducted by Bishop Capers, 
assisted by the Rev. Mr. Satterlee, 
were held in Trinity church and hei 
was buried in the family plol.

The older generation of Columbia 
who knew him personally, hold him 
in tender memory and today, the »n-

federate government.
Wade Hampton Gibbes received his 

education in the schools of Columbia, 
the Arsenal academy, and the South 
Carolina college. In 1855, he went to 
West Point where he graduated in 
1860, being one of the only full class 
which ever completed the entire term 
of five years. Among his classmates 
were Horace Porter of New York. 
Wesley Merritt. brigadier general of 
the United Stales Regular Army; Gen. 
J. M. Wilson, superintendent of the 
Engineering corps of West Point, and 
Benjamin Sloan, late president of 
South Carolina college.

On his graduation Mr. Gibbes was 
breveted first lieutenant and assigned 
to Captain Palmer's command at 
Camp Cooper, Texas, but resigned 
and came to Charleston receiving a 
commission from the state *a first 
lieutenant in the Regular Artillery, 
and served as such in the assault on 
Fort Sumter, firing the first shell into 
the fort immediately after the signal 
gun for the bombardment to com 
merce.

In Western Virginia,
After the fall of Sumter he resigned 

from the state's service and reported 
to Richmond, where he was assigned 
.  the command of Gen. Henry A. 
Wise, in Western Virginia, with the 
rank of major of artillery. He serv-memory ana ioa«y, ui* •«- ——- — —-.-- -

niversary of his birth will recall to' ed tnree or four months with General 
mind some of his many virtues Wise, when illness compelled him to 

The State, in an editorial published' «>urn to Richmond, where he was
laid up about six «'«t« H*June 13, 1903, said of him:

"Belonging to the old regime, 
a member of the old school, * 
veteran who took conspicuous part 
in the war of 40 years ago, yet 
Major Gibbes seemed to be not 
of the past. Genial and kindly, 
he kept in touch with the young

generation, a companion and 
friend of youth; and while his 
comrade* in the ranks of the vet 
erans will sorrow for their de 
parted friend, no less will he be 
missed bv those of another gen 
eration whom he was pleased to 
make his companions.

"In the death of Major Gibbes, 
the city of his birth loses a citi 
zen who has been active in her 
business and one who has con 
tributed to her advancement. 
South Carolina loses another who 
knew how to serve his country.

"A kindly man, a modest gentle 
man, a good friend and an up 
right citizen!"

Sketch of Lrfe.

came to Columbia
weeks, 
where

He then
he took

charge of H camp of instruction for 
about four months until he recovered 
his strength. He then reported for 
duty and was assigned to the com 
mand of Gen. K-rby Smith in Ken 
tucky, joining it the next day after 
the battle of Perryville and was de 
tailed on General Heath's staff. When 
the retreat from Kentucky commenc 
ed he went with his command and 
was again attacked with typhoid 
fever at Knoxville. Term. With great

In itoys of '76.
After the surrender he located on 

a farm he bought at Keysville, Va., 
where he remained for six months. 
Then he returned to Columbia, where 
he engaged in contracting to build a 
railroad which kept him employed 
about a year, and he then went .on 
a farm near Columbia where he re 
mained until 1876. In the strenuous 
days of '76. he was one of those in 
the forefront and was always a mem 
ber of the executive committee ot 
the Democratic party. Hia money was 
always ready for the support of his 
party and his political belief.

In 1877 he was appointed treasurer 
of Richland county by Governor 
Hampton and held the office until 
the expiration or the term and was 
re-elected three times. In 1885 he 
was appointed postmaster of Colum 

bia by President Grover Cleveland, 
holding that office for four years and, 
a half. At the expiration of his term 
of office he went into the machinery i 
business with his son, the style of 
the firm being W. H. Gibbes, Jr., and 
company.

B*nk Director.
He was from the organization of 

the old Central National bank until 
it was merged into the Loan and Ex 
change one of its most prominent 
directors. Under the supervision of I 
W. H. Gibbes and company the prea-| 
ent system of water works was 
stituted.

Major Gibbes, when a young lieu 
tenant at Fort Moultrie fired the sig 
nal gun for the attack on Fort Sum 
ter and immediately afterwards fired 
a ten-inch shell from the mortar. 
This was the first shot fired at the 
fort and the first shot of actual hos 
tilities, although about three months 
before that time Cadet Haynesworth 
of The Citadel academy had fired the 
first gun of the war at the Star of 
the West, which was bringing prison 
ers to the garrison at the Fort Sumter.

The Episcopal bishop of South
effort he reached Columbia whe« he Carolina, Ellison Capers, wrote of him:
remained for some time. On his re 
covery he went to Bermuda and Nas 
sau for a month or six weeks. On 
his return he was assigned to duty at 
Wilmington, N. C-, as commandant 
remaining about nine months and then 
reported to General Longstreet at 
Chflrlottesville, Va., and soon after 
went into the Wilderness campaign 
which commenced with the Battle of 
the Wilderness and ended for him at 
th« Battle of Petersburg, where he

He was my senior warden when 
I was rector of Trinity and my life 
long friend. A gallant soldier of his 
country, a good churchman, a faith 
ful friend, his death is a loss to the 
church and to the state."

was dangerously wounded. He was i 
jj,. ,., , .j   , ,-i'vi. in the Battle of Spotsylvania, Second'

SrS^Wal Cr ^f0rt3b1e ' nStaJ?i tfn«  tto* commenced and the surrender of lugh local _rep.  >- - m science, of ^ at (h-t plflce ,t wa, daimed
for him that he fired tn« last shell 

unattox.

MAJOR GIBBES.


