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Asparagus a Popular Crop 
In Central South Carolina

Acreage Increases Rapidly in State, According to Re 
port of Chief of Clemson College Extension Service 
Marketing Chief.

Asparagus was one of the first 
vegetable crops to be produced in 
South Carolina on a commercial scale, 
but acreage increased slowly until
the formation of a co-operative mar 
keting association in 1915; irom 1916 
to 11*30 the acreage increased rapidly, 
but during the past few years has 
remained rather constant, being es 
timated at 9,500 acres in 1935 as com 
pared to only 1,600 acres in 1922, re 
ports George E. Prince, chier of the 
marketing division, Clemson college 
extension service.

The crop produced from the 9,500 
acres in 1935 had a farm value of 
?57Q,000 from which were shipped 
497 cars as compared to 492 cars in 
1934. The average price in 1935 was 
$1.58 per one dozen bunch crate as 
compared to $1.50 in 1934, and 51.20 
in 1933.

Mr. Prince says further:
"The growers and co-operative as 

sociations realising in 1926 that they 
must improve the quality of *h«r 
pack in order to meet competition, 
requested the assistance of the divi 
sion of markets in this standardization 
problem. This work has been con 
tinued since that time and the grow 
ers made splendid progress by not 
only improving the grading and pack 
ing" of their "grass." but by adopting 
attractive labels and securing better 
crates. Returns for the asparagus in 
creased with the improvement of the 
quality.

"During 1935 approximately 50 per

cent., or 250 cars of asparagus, were 
certified to by inspectors working 
under the supervision of the Clem 
son college extension service, division 
of markets. The use of the certificates 
has increased the f. o. b. sales of 
cars of asparagus, and one of the 
largest shipping r.rganizations report 
ed that 50 per cent, of their tonnage 
had been sold in this manner during 
1935. Prior to the time when the in 
spection of asparagus was inaugurat 
ed, all cars were consigned to dealers 
in the terminal markets. The in 
spectors are also used as field men 
in the mornings and demonstrate.to 
the growers the proper methods of 
harvesting, grading and packing.

"In 1935, some of the growers and 
managers of co-operative associations 
requested the assistance of the divi 
sion of markets to find out why South 
Carolina asparagus was selling be 
low that of California^ this latter state 
being one of our main competitors. 
A representative of the diviaio^ of 
markets made a study of the South 
Carolina and California asparagus as 
it arrives in the terminal markets, 
and secured the reactions of the com 
mission houses and buyers. These 
findings, with recommendations for 
necessary Improvement, have been 
passed on to the growers. The mar 
keting of perishables requires con- , 
stant study of trade demands and ' 
conditions in competing sections in j 
order that they may be merchandised   
successfully, because of the improve- ( 
ments being made from year to year."


