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Washington Augustus Clark.

By Helen Kohn Hennigf.

The ancestors of the baby who was 
born on Edisto Island February 22, 
1843 had done their share to build 
th« colony of South Carolina. To 
Ephraim Mikell Clark and Sucan 
Jane (Bailey) Clark was born this 
child, whom they appropriately nam 
ed Washington Augustus, and who 
was destined to do his share of devel 
oping his state.

The schools of his country ade 
quately prepared Washington Clark 
for his work at Mount Zion college, 
Winnsboro, which he entered in 1857. 
It would be an interesting study and 
one well worth while to ascertain 
the number of leaders of South Car 
olina who have been products of this 
famous school, for it appears as a mo 

tif in the life of almost all of them. 
Here he remained until 1859 and in 
1860 entered the South Carolina col 
lege. He was a member of Delta Psi 
fraternity and the halls of the Clario- 
sophic society heard the sound of his 
voice as a member and officer. Mr. 
Clark would have graduated from the 
college in 1862 had he not been caught 
up in the holocaust of the war.

With the other Cadets he had been 
at the bombardment of Fort Sumter 
but had returned to his studies with 
his fellow classmates. Again he left 
the class room to enroll, serving as 
second lieutenant with Colonel Gail- 
lard's regiment in Charleston. In Jan 
uary of 1862 he signed for the duration 
nf the war. being assigned to Com-
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pany I, Third South Carolina cav- 
lary. In October of the same year he 
was detailed to organize the signal 
corps, so that he was serving on 
James Island or near Charleston until 
the evacuation of the city in 1865.

Although he put his whole soul in 
to his .service for the Confederacy 
and for his entire life was at the dis 
posal of his comrades in arms, being 
very active in every movement lor 
their rehabilitation and tireless in 
their service, serving for several 
years as commander-in-chief of the 
Confederate veterans, a member of 
his family says that one of the most 
notable features of Mr. Clark's life 
was t'te fact that he harbored no bit 
terness and would allow none to 
creep into the lives of his family. 
His daughter. Mrs. Brockman, says 
that when she returned to this coun 
try from her first residence in China 
she commented to her father that 
there had never been talk in their 
home of the war, that she could re 
member hearing no bitter references 
to the "enemy" and that she had sud 
denly realized that this was rather 
unusual. Mr. Clark told her that many 
years ago he and Mrs. Clark' had 
agreed that their children should 
hear no bitter comments on the war, 
that now we were all one country 
and that they should not be handi 
capped bv any atmosphere which 
would in any wav test their love of 
country. This quality he carried into 
his private- relations and made one of 
the cardinal principles of his life.

After the war Mr. Clark spent the 
years from 1866 to 1871 in planting 
sen island cotton, thus establishing 
the great interest in and knowledge 
of agricultural conditions of the state 
which he held until his death. In 
1871 ha removed to Columbia for the 
purpose of studying few, which he 
did at the South Carolina college, 
entering into partnership with his 
father-in-law. Cyrus Davis Melton, 
whose daughter, Esther Virginia, had 
become Mrs. Washington A. Clark 
December 26, 1866. This partnership 
continued until the death of the 
senior partner in 1875. In January of 
1879 Mr. Clark again went into part 
nership with a Melton, this time with 
Judge Samuel W. Melton, and in 1881 
J. S. Muller joined the firm. After 
Judge Melton's death the firm of 
Clark and Muller continued until 
1904. Then Washington Clark, the son 
of the subject of this sketch, joined 
his father and the two continued 
until the death of the junior Mr. 
Clark in 1918.

Although Mr. Clark was a member 
of the South Carolina bar for 60 
years, a charter members and direc 
tor of the South Carolina Bar asso 
ciation and was a highly successful 
and respected lawyer, it is not as such 
that he is generally remembered. His 
efforts in the stabilization of banking 
and his years as an active banker are 
the 'hings which most Columbians 
who knew and respected him remem 
ber atout him. January 10. 1881, he 
began hi.s long career irt the field of 
banking when he was elected presi 
dent of the Carolina National bank of 
Columbia and for 40 years he guided 
the affairs of this institution through 
bad and good years and through 
some of the most serious crises the 
state has ever known. After his re 
tirement in 1923 he served two vcnrs 
as chairman of the board and until 
his death was rvrr ready to srrve in 
an advisory c;.i| Mcily. in whtrh c;t-
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pacity his good 'judgment and wide 
experience was eagerly sought. His 
intense interest in banking and his 
knowledge of it as a science led to 
the writing of one of the most com 
plete studies ever made in the state. 
a "History of Banking Institutions in 
South Carolina Frier to 1860." The 
introduction to this volume is a re 
markable thesis upon banking and 
the part it plays in the development 
of a people.

Mr. Clark was interested in any 
thing which would build this city of 
his adoption to its rightful place and 
so he was one of the early backers 
and enthusiasts of the cotton mills 
here, he nlaygd an important part in 
the defevopment of the Electric Street f 
Railway company and was ingtru- ( 
mental in securing electric lights for | 
Columbia. i

Educationally his interests varied. 
; For many years he served as a trus- 
] tee of the South Carolina college and

university and for an even longer i 
! time he was a director of the Colum- jj 
[ hia Theological seminarv. !«,; interest r 

in the South Carolina Agricultural j 
and Mechanical society was largely i 
an educational one and his services ! 

, were valued there as elsewhere, both j 
because of his practical knowledge 
and because of his historical bent. 
To him was entrusted the task of pre 
paring a history of this society Mid 
again his scientific information led to 
the writing of an introduction which 
is a remarkable essay on agriculture 
in this state.

For 45 years Mr. Clark served as a 
rul i nff elder of the Presbyterian 
church. He was interested in giod 
political conditions in the state but 
;it no time did he stand for office, 
feeling that his influence would he 
of far greater worth if he were "the 
man behind the throne."

Many of us remember Mr. Clark 
with vividness, for he was to be seen 
until nearly the end of his life as an 
attentive visitor to Main street and 
many of us who were interested in 
the economic development of the city 
and its historical background remem 
ber with grateful appreciation that 
he was never too rushed to give in 
formation or too engrossed in his 
own affairs to heln a vounger gener 
ation. His family feel that this is one 
of the truest things to he said about 
him. for he had an abiding and fair 
faith in young people nnd always 
liked to be with them. His interest 
in young people and his intense love 
of people helped to keep him young 
and to put an edge on his interest in 
the affairs of the world, which was 
an evident feature until his death. 

The lovely grove of magnolia trees

Mary Etta Cathcart Clark, still makes 
her home in Columbia with her: 
daughter, Mrs. Mullins: James, who 
is a banker in Miami. Fla.; Lilly Vir 
ginia, Mrs. J. C. Wilkinson of Spar- i 
tanburg; Susan, who is the wife of 
the Rev. Edwin C. Lobenstine. a mis- •. 
sionary in Shanghai, China. Each of , 
these children surviving is playing j 
an important part in the developing 
of his or her community along the 
lines which were part of their train 
ing in the home of their father.

There were so many facets to Mr. 
Clark's interest*, so many phases to 
his activities that it is impossible to 
study them all. He was the good citi 
zen, to whom no an pie of his city's 
development was lacking in interest 
and to him we pay tribute as a not- i 
able Columbian.

which surrounds WarcIIaw Junior 
high school is all that is left of Mr. 
Clark's beautiful home, where he 
and his family dispensed gracious 
hospitality to their many friends. 
After the sale of this property for a 
school Mr. Clark went out to his 
neach orchard to live, on the Camden 

1 road. Here, in "Silver Dunes," the 
home of his daughter, Mrs. Fletcher 
Brockman. he died in his 90th year 

, March 7, 1931, mourned by an entire 
1 city, who had known and toyel him 

since he came here to make his home 
in 1871.

The first Mrs. Clark died October 
4. 1890, and February 10, 1892. he was 
married to Miss Rosa Berwick Legare. 

The following children were born 
to him: Edward Bailey Clark, who 
now lives in New Orleans; Dr. Mel 
ton Clark, whose home is Decatur. 
Ga., where he is associated with the 
Presbyterian Theological seminary so 
dear to his father; Mary Buford, who 
is Mrs. Fletcher Brockman. Mr. 
Brockman being a prominent worker 
in the International Young Men's 
Christian association, now living in 
Columbia; Washington, who practiced 
law with hi.s father and whose widow.


