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Confederate Stamp Honoring 
John C. Calhoun Never Used

By CAROLINE 8. COLEMAN 
(Special to The State)

FOUNTAIN INN It seems in 
credible that with all the special 
issues of postage stamps honoring
*ven the barnyard hen we have
*een no stamp honoring the great 
statesman, former U. S. senator, 
Secretary of War, and Vice-Presi 
dent of the United States-^John C. 
Calhoun.

However, the classic features of 
South Carolina's great Apostle of 
States Rights have appeared on a 
postage stamp a Confederate post 
age stamp that was never used in 
the mails.

The subject of Confederate 
stamps and printing is a fascinat 
ing hobby and those who make a 
study of philately, value the 
stamps which are unique in that 
they can never be used again  
and because the romance of block 
ade running and the extreme diffi 
culties attending the printing of 
the stamps makes them valuable 
collector's items.

Five Southerners were honored 
by the Confederate postal service 
with stamps, two of whom were 
native South Carolinians Andrew 

.Jackson and John C. Calhoun. The 
other three were George Washing 
ton, Thomas Jefferson and Jeffer 
son Davis the latter as President 
of the Confederate States.

STAMPS LOSE VALUE 
After the war, Confederate 

stamps had no commercial valur 
and the thrilling stories connecter! 
with the Confederate Postal Serv 
Ice were almost forgotten.

When the Provisional govern 
Went of the Confederate -States was 
set up in Montgomery, Ala., in 
1W51, "Presidrnt Davis immediately 
b^gan to select his Cabinet. John 
H. Reagan, of Texas wns named 
Postmaster - General   and he 
served in that office until the gov 
ernment was dissolved.

Reagan was in & strange posi 
tion in charge of a postal service 
that was non-existent.

Letters mailed in that period, 
With cash payment, wrre stamped 
"Paid," with the amount of post 
age required five or ten cents, ac 
cording to distance of destination. 
These old "hand stamped" covers 
are prized by collectors.

JEFFERSON DAVIS STAMP 
The first stamp issued and offer 

ed for sale at Richmond, a five 
cent stamp bore the portrait of 
Jefferson Davis. In 1862 there was 
need for a one-cent stamp. And 
the DeLa Rue Company of Lon 
don was commissioned to typo- 
graph a one-cent stamp for the 
Confederate States ' '

This was an orange stamp bear 
ing the portrait of John C. Cal 
houn. The stamps were prepared
and shipped on three blockade run 
ners.

There is little authentic infor- 1 
mation as to what became of the 
Calhoun stamps. It was said that 
two of the blockade runners went 
down with all their cargoes. The 
remaining ship reached port after 
many difficulties. By that time it 
was too late to place the stamps 
on sale. Postal rates had been in 
creased and currency was depre 
ciated. Thus the Calhoun stamps 
were never used.

'Concurrent Majority' Theory 
Of Calhoun Discussed in 
Wall Street Journal Article

(The following article appeared pf a Federal law which is~consider-
on the editorial page of The Wall 
Street Journal for March 19, 1956, 
written by William Henry Cham- 
bcrlin.)

By

cd wrong-or harmful, Calhoun's 
theory is especially topical at a 
time when the sharp clash of views 
on the segregated-schools issue js 
calculated to stimulate hard think-

WILLIAM HENRY CHAMBERLINl *"g  n the proper limits of majorl-

The deadlock between the ruling 
of the Supreme Court and majority 
public opinion in a number of 
Southern states over segregation 
in public schools is calculated to 
recall the "concurrent majority" 
theory of John C. Calhoun, out 
standing Southern political leader 
of the period before the Civil War. 

Calhoun was not only a states 
man who held high office in the 
Federal Administration and repre 
sented his state, South Carolina, in 
the Senate with great distinction. 
He was also a political thinker of 
considerable originality and acu 
men. He ranks with John Adams 
among the leading American con 
servative theorists.

Like other thoughtful Southern 
ers of his time, Calhoun was op 
pressed by the fear that the South 
ern way of life might be crushed 
out of existence because population 
and wealth were increasing more 
rapidly in the North than in the 
South. To meet this situation he 
devised the theory that a numeri 
cal majority was not enough to 
sanction legislative innovation. In 
his words, "each interest or por-i 
tion of the community which may 1 
be unequally or injuriously affect 
ed by the action of the govern 
ment" should be consulted before 
laws are put into operation.

This same idea of the necessity 
of consent by all important inter 
ests, regional, social and economic, 
before new legislation can proper 
ly be enacted finds expression also 
in the following excerpts from Cal 
houn's extensive writings on gov 
ernment and on the American Con 
stitution:

THE GREAT DISTINCTION 
"All Constitutional governments, 

of whatever class they may be, 
take the sense of the community 
by its parts each through its ap 
propriate organ; and regard the 
sense of all its parts as the sense

ty and minority rights. 
Nonseqregation in schools ia of

course already the rule in most 
American states, inhabited by the 
largest part of the population. The 
Supreme Court has ruled that, 
after a transition period of indefi 
nite length, it will become a legal 
obligation for the entire nation.

But in a large distinctive area of 
the country, inhabited by some 30 
million people, a plebiscite would 
most probably show a majority in 
favor of retaining the present sys- 
' i of separate race school facili- 

At least this would seem a 
jnable conclusion from a re- 

c^iit Gallup Poll finding that about 
four-fifths of the Southern whites 
are lor the retention of segregated 
schools, while about two-thirds of 
the Southern Negroes ate for inte 
grated schools;

right to attend P non segregated 
school a basic human right, like 
life, liberty and the ownership of 
property, which may not be abro 
gated by state legislative action, 
even though this action has the 
sanction of long establish custom 
and the approval of the majority of 
fhe state population? Supporters of 
the Supreme Court decision would 
answer this question in the af 
firmative; most Southerners, espe 
cially in the states of the Deep 
South, in the negative.

LEGISLATIVE PARALYSIS 
Does Calhoun's theory of the de-| 

sirability and necessity of a con 
current majority throw any light]
on the present dilemma? It is open 
to the objection that there is no 
clear Constitutional method of con 
sulting "every division or interest" 
and that it could lead to legislative 
paralysis, like the notorious "lib- 
erum veto" by means of which a 
single deputy could stop the pro 
ceedings in the old Polish parlia 
ment.

On the other hand laws which do 
not command the approval and 
consent of a vast majority of the 
people who live under them, which 
run counter Jo the sincer: convic 
tions of large numbers of normally 
law-abiding citizens, arc likely to| 
be enforced grudgingly and imper 
fectly, if at all. For the ultimate 
sanction of law is not the police 
man or the soldier, but an accep-

Whites outnumber Negroes in all 1 (ante of its morally binding force 
the Southern states. So, unless the f by all except the inevitable small
-,„!! ;„ ..-.«« : —— „-—_*- ——J _-.-_« --• •• ... -poll is very inaccurate and mis 
leading, a vote in which members 
of both races freely participated 
would come out in favor of the 
status quo of separated school sys 
tems.

This point is certalnl> worth re 
membering as an argument for go 
ing slow in pressing for enforce 
ment of the Supreme Court deci 
sion. The fact that an overall ma 
jority of the entire Southern popu 
lation is probably in favor of segre 
gation in the schools, however, is 
not a decisive argument against 
the moral Tightness and legal jus 
tice of the Supreme Court decision

minority of criminal outlaws.

of the whole And, hence, the
great and broad distinction be 
tween governments is not that of 
the one, the few or the many but 
that of the Constitutional and the
absolute Each division or in 
terest should have cither a concur1 
rent voice in making and executing 
the laws or a veto on their execu 
tion."

This belief in the necessity of a 
"concurrent majority," of the as 
sent of all important group inter-

MAJORITIES
For it is an old established 

American Constitutional principle 
that the individual American citi 
zen possesses rights of which no 
majority, not even a 99% majority, 
may lawfully deprive him. A na 
tional or state legislature that 
would vote unanimously that some 
one should be executed, or that his 
property should be confiscated, 
would have no more moral stand 
ing than a lynching mob.

If a state should fall into the 
power of a dictatorship and set up 
a regime of concentration camps 
and summary sentences to execu 
tion and forced labor, the Federal 
Government would have not only 
the right but the duty to intervene 
and restore personal and civil 
rights. Article 4, Section 4 of the 
Constitution stipulates: "The Unit 
ed States shall guarantee to every
atata i« tk~ T T-.1—— - ——„._!_.-_csts, is broader and subtler than state in the Union a republican

the more familiar views of "states' 
rights"  including the right of a 
state to interpose its authority bc- 
twcen its, citfacns find the workin,

form of government." 
So the deadlocked issue for whic

c n _to this.


