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Leacfer in south, to
Atlanta - (AP) William F. Cald 

well won't he at his desk in Atlan 
ta's Associated Press bureau Mon 
day, April 2.'*.

Disappearance of the clofks, type 
writers and other c q u i p m « n 1 
wouldn't be more n o t i u e a It 1 e . 
They'vp been ehanycd several limes 
since Caldwell first walked into the 
Atlanta office, took off his coat and 
went to work neaily 29 years ago.

There'll lie a new face behind the 
desk for Caldwell reaches the nge 
of 65 April 22 and retires after 34 
years of service to the AP and its 
member newspapers. More than » 
quarter of reniury of it has been 
as chief of bureau for Georgia and 
Alabama.

Although officially he will reach 
the end of the news-gathering or 
ganization's I rail, those who know 
him best would bet that news still 
will be his primary interest. It has 
been first and foremost with him 
in that. 34-year spun.

An abiding faith in the nation's 
newspapers and the Associated 

[Press were part of him. The AP 
jcame first with Caldwell -his per 
sonal affairs second, provided he 
had time to attend to them.

"There js some:thing in the AP 
that you can never get anywhere 
else," Caldwell told a recent meet 
ing of Georgia editors. "The AP is 
a working ideal that should be kept 
as insurance of a real democratic 
existence.

"It is a service that no one can 
dominate. It is fortunate that i 
goes constantly under the hands o 
thousands of critical newsmen   

|nnd the public and no group c.-in 
;dominate it. The AP is built on the 
'basis of cooperation. It's fine insur 
lance of a real democratic exist 
ence."

Arid again, at a meeting of Ala 
bama AP members the veteran 
newsmnn made a brief talk anc 

!concluded: "I'm here 1o serve you 
(The AP and your needs are mj 
I life."

He sat down. There was silence 
[for several seconds, Thr-n a lj*irst 
of applause came from the usually 

(undemonstrative newsp a p e r m e n 
J present..

Caldwell, known to newsmen 
throughout the South as "WFCY 

jwas born April 22. 1886 In Chester 
county. South Carolina. HP \va 
graduated from Erskine college in 

11906 and went,to work for the 
'Charleston News and Courier as a 
i cub reporter. Later he was the 
'News and Courier state capitol re 
porter at Columbia for several 
years.

In April, 1917, he became a mem 
ber of the Associated Press staff at 
Washington but four months later 

iwent into the army imd saw over- 
ag service in World Wnr One. Re 

turning to the Washington AP bu 
reau in 1919 he became an out 
standing political writer.

Orders from Kent Cooper, then 
general manager and now execu 
tive director of the Associated 

,Press, sent Ciildwell to Atlanta in 
1922. Four years later he was 
named southern division news

In that role he directed coverage]' 
throughout the years of news'" 
events in the South. If Caldwell 1 
ever was whipped, he didn't know] 
it. Time and time again members; 
of his staff have seen him pace the 
floor of the office for 48 hours; 
straight bark i UK out order's when 
an important elrction or other hig; 
news story was being covered in his 1 . 
territory. .$

Ralph McGill. edilor of the AtuuH<* 
ta Constitution, once wrote of Caldi' 
well in his column:

"He is a kind and gentle person.' 
as I can testify from long years of 
pleasant association, but he also is   
a firm disciplinarian, a stickler for 
detail and for doing the job right. 
He puts up with no trifling, inac- y 
curate work. II has sot to be up 
to thf standards sol by the Asso 
ciated Press and if il isn't the man- 
is helped to find a job somewhere 
else."

Caldwell won a reputation with 
in his awn organisation for train 
ing men for executive positions, 
Several of his pupils have gone on 
with the AP to become chiefs of 
bureau, foreign correspondents or 
to other high positions.

What will he do upon retire-, 
menl " He doesn't know. Perhaps' 
buy a tract of land in Florida and'

grow oranges. Or maybe grow-cat- 
,lle on a small scalp hi the Allan!;; 
area. Or maybe become a free 
lance writer.

Whatever it may be, his close as- 
sociules are confident of one thing- 
 if a big news story starts develop 
ing in his neighborhood Caldwelf 
will be legging it to the nearest 
telephone to call the Associated 
Press.

Caldwell will be .succeeded by 43- 
y?ar-old Lewis E. Hawkins, one of 
his "boys." He joined the AP .., 
1934 after eight years experience 
divided between the Flint, Mich£ 
Daily Journal and the Atlanta Con 
stitution.

Hawkins worked under Caldwell 
from 1934 until 1942 when he went 
to Europe as R war correspond^! 
He served three yenvs, returned to 
Atlanta briefly as day editor and 
then was appointed chief of bureau 
at Denver in 1945. He came back 
home to Atlanta in January. Haw 
kins was born in Jonesville, Midi., 
and attended Hillsdale college.

W. F. Caldwell Retires From

William F. Caldwell (above), chief of the Associated Press bureau 
in Atlanta for 29 years, retires on his 65th birthday anniversary 
April 22. He has been with the AP 34 years. He has a wide reputation 
as a top-flight news executive and as a trainer of matt for executive 
positions. He Is succeeded by Lewis E. Hawkins, who got his AP 
training under Caldwell (AP Photo).

Was Outstanding Citizen

Robert Brice Caldwell, 80, 
Died At Hospital Saturday
Mr. Robert Brice Caldwell, 80, 

passed away about 9 o'clock Satur 
day morning; at the Cheater Coun 
ty Hospital. He had been in de 
clining health for some time.

He was a native of this county 
having been born «t historic 
H<azelwood plantation on August 
18, 1874. He was a son of the 

I late James McCalla Ca Id well and 
Janie Brice Caldwell.

Mr. Caldwell was one of the 
county's moat respected and most 
prominent citizens. He wag edu 
cated at Erskine college and for 
the first two years after leaving 
college he was associated with <a 
large mercan' !   ttlack-

atock as bookkeeper and cotton 
buyer. He was admitted to the 
State Bar in May 1897 and since 
that time has been engaged in the 

'practice of law.
He was a man of many attain 

ments as a lawyer, banker and 
farmer; he enjoyed the reputation 
of being- successful in every one 
of those fields.

Mr. Caldwell was instrumental 
in -organizing The Commercial 
Bank in the fall of 1899 and serv 
ed as its vice-president until Janu 
ary 1918 when he became its 
president. He held the presidency 
until 1941 and since that time has 
nerved as chairman of the board. 
He was the last surviving member

of that bank's original organizers 
and had served as a director since 
1890.

From 1907 to 1909 Mr. Cald 
well served as Mayor of the City 
of Chester. He assisted in orga 
nizing the Chester Chamber of 
Commerce and served as its presi-: 
dent from 1918 to 1920. He WAS 
also a director and for several 
years has been treasurer of the 
Cheater Telephone Company, one 
of the moat successful independ 
ent telephone companies in this 
State. He had been a member of 
the State Democratic Executive 
committee for over 30 years.

He Had also long: been a mem 
ber of the South Carolina Cotton 
Growers Association and was 
president from 1923 to 1942. He 
was one of the first persons in 
this county to sign a membership 
contract 'with the South Carolina 
Growers Association and was e- 
lected « member of the Board of 
Directors from his District.

In August 1954 Mr. Caldwell 
resigned as a member of the 
Board of School Trustees after 
30-odd years service. He served 
as a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Presbyterian college 
from 1920 to 1924 and of Chicora 
college from 1924 to 1930.

He was cited by Clemaon .Col 
lege in 1936 for his distinguished 
service to agriculture and always 
maintained an active interest in 
modern development in farming 
and cattle breeding.

Mr. Caldwell established Hazel- 
wood farms and began the breed 
ing1 of Guernsey cattle as early as 
1918, doing much to establish this 
breed in this county. For several, 
years he served as president of the 
County Guernsey Cattle Club and 
always took an active part in the 
Chester County Guernsey Festi 
vals.

He was a member of Purity 
Presbyterian Church and an elder. 
He was a firm believer in the 
teachings of Almighty God and 
conducted himself accordingly at 
all times. He took an active part 
in the activity of his Church and 
Sunday School, serving as <a teach 
er on numerous occasions.

Mr. Caldwell was a gentleman 
in the true sense; he was a man of 
noble character and unlimited am 
bition. He loved Chester and was 
devoted to its welfare. He gave 
richly of his time in numerous 
civic enterprises and seldom boast 
ed of his accomplishments. He 
was a man admired by both young 
and old and he will be greatly 
missed.

He is s/irvived by Hs wif«s the 
formor Miss Leila Lithan, one 
son, Robert B. Caldwell, Jr.. of 
Atlanta, Ga.; three d-aught«ra. 
Mrs. D. M. Nixon of Lyman, Mrs. 
Coy Stroud of Columbus, Ob,k>; 
and Miss Susie Meek Caldwell of 
Chester; five grandchildren; two 
great grandsons; two sisters. Mrs.
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