
tor the Independent electors 
pledged to that distinguished 
Southerner, Senator Harry 
Byrd, of Virginia.

Not withstanding the polit 
ical gloom that now surrounds 
us, the South may be restored 
to Its place In the councils of 
the nation if Its leaders, for 
getting all political differ 
ences, will now begin to or 
ganize for a united South, se 
lecting as leaders only stout 
hearted men who just before 
the election will not surren 
der to false promises either 
for a Vice-Presidential nomi 
nation or a judicial appoint 
ment. You may be sure that 
under present conditions no 
man South of the Potomac 
will be placed on the ticket of 
either party as candidate for 
President or Vice President 
unless that man is willing to 
betray his people. But if you 
organize and let the people 
know the Southern states are 
not in the bag for either po 
litical party, we may have 
some chance of securing writ 
ten pledges that will assure 
some respect for the United 
States Constitution and a 
greater respect for local gov 
ernment."

The New York TUo<

James F. Byrnes

W 
CO
S,
tf!

£ w
CA

CQ

ext of Byrnes' Address on Issues
Facing the South
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address by former Governor 
James F. Byrnes before the Sum 

'ter Kiwanis club yesterday:
Most of the political and eco 

ftomic problems of the South can 
be traced to the slave trade in 
the early days of the Republic. 
History tells us that the original 
traders in human beings were 
from Spain and Portugal. The 
British, however, soon engaged in 
-this inhuman traffic on a large 
scale. They were followed by 
traders from New England states.

The stories of the cruelties of 
the tribal chiefs of Africa continue 
to be outstanding evidence of 
man's inhumanity to man. -How 
ever, the planters who settled in 
Southern states and purchased the 
African slaves must always share 
the condemnation heaped upon the 
traders. Truly the sins of that gen 
eration have been visited upon 
succeeding generations of South 
erners.

With the freeing of the slaves, 
the problems of the South did not 
end. They became more serious. 
The presence of the Ireed slaves 
in large numbers retarded our ec 
onomic development. It left us 
with a race problem that influen 
ces our thinking on many political 
issues.

BLOC VOTING OLD ISSUE

In the days following the War 
between the States, when freed 
slaves were given the ballot, it 
was to be expected that they would 
vote in a bloc under the direction 
of the carpetbaggers who had 
come from the North and the scal 
awags of the South. It was natural 
that they should follow the parly 
.In power. Bloc voting by the Ne 
groes for the Republican Parly 

| candidates, inevitably resulted in 
the white people voting as a bloc 

"lor the Democratic Party.
It was not until 1876 that any

Inconsiderable number of Negroes
I-were courageous enough to -how

any independence. Wade Hampton
was quoted as saying after his
election as Governor, that in his
opinion 17,000 Negroes had voted
lor him.

Following the withdrawal of the 
United States Army and the de 
feat of the carpetbaggers, the Ne 
gro vote decreased. The Constitu 
tion of 1895 with its literacy re 
quirement for suffrage and our 

jj primary laws, made that vote nes- 
ligible.

NEGRO GOES DEMOCRATIC
When the boll weevil and the 

depresion caused many thousands 
of Negroes to go North, they set 
tled in the large cities. As a rule, 
the machine politicians of the 
great cities are Democrats. With 
the aid of relief funds furnished 
by the federal government, those 
politicians gave financial aid to 

(j the Negroes arriving from the 
South. The Negroes were grateful. 
They forgot Abraham Lincoln. 
They joined the Democratic ma-
chines. Beginning about 1936 they

soon became the balance of pow 
er in national and state, as well 
as municipal elections.

Inspired by the political bosses 
of the cities, the NAACP has or 
ganized the Negroes of the South. 
They are liberally financed. South 
ern Negroes now vote in a bloc 
lor the candidates ol the Demo 
cratic Party.

An analysis of the votes cast
In recent elections shows this is
not confined to any one state, but
is general throughout the Nation.

SOLIDLY rOB ADLAI
In South Carolina we have over 

whelming evidence of this fact. It 
is fair to estimate that in 1952, 
90 per cent of the Negroes voting 
in South Carolina cast their votes 
for Mr. Stevenson. In some cities 
where they are not concentrated 
in one area, but reside in various 
sections, it is not susceptible of 
positive proof. However, in some 
cities proof is positive.

For instance, in Columbia in 
ward 9 the registration books dis 
close that in 1952 there were ap 
proximately 135 white voters out 
of a total of approximately 1.500 
in the ward. The official returns 
gave Stevenson 1,250 and Elsen 
hower 109. Yet, Richland County 
gave Eisenhower 15.334 votes on 
the independent ticket and 8,892 for 
Stevenson.

In Darlington, Precinct 4 U so 
gerrymandered that all voters are 
Negroes. That precinct gave Ste 
venson 502 votes, Eisenhower 4 on 
the independent ticket and 2 on 
the Republican ticket.

In Precinct 5 in Darlington, 
where all voters are Negroes, Ste 
venson received 220 votes. Eisen 
hower did not receive a single 
vote.

Practically the same ratio was 
followed throughout the state. 
From information received at that 
time, I am satisfied the same 
was true all over the country.

It is natural for people to differ 
about men and issues. When in a

that insofar as questions affecting 
that problem are concerned, they 
need look to neither the National 
Democratic nor the Republican 
party for assistance.

Truth is, this State has not voted 
for a Republican candidate for 
President since reconstruction 
Therefore, we have no particular 
claim for assistance from tha( 
party. For 75 years we have cast 
the state's vote for Democratic can 
didates. We did have a right to 
expect some consideration from 
that party.

There is no justification for ef 
forts to make the segregation de 
cision of the Supreme Court a par 
tisan political issue. Neither party 
should receive credit or blame 
for that decision.

LEST WE FORGET
Lest we forget, I should like to 

recall the history of that decision. 
When the lawyers for the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of the Colored People took the 
Clarendon County school case to 
the Supreme Court, President Tru 
man directed the Attorney Gene 
ral, then Mr. Howard McGrath, to 
intervene and ask that the United 
States government be permitted to 
appear as a friend of the Court. 
Permission was granted.

Shortly thereafter Mr. McGrath 
resigned. President Truman ap 
pointed Mr. McGranery, He filed 
a brief urging the Court to declare 
our segregation statutes unconsti 
tutional.

The Court was then composed ol 
nine Justices appointed by Presi 
dents Roosevelt and Truman. When 
the case was argued, if five of the 
nine Justices had wished to follow

Democrats, one Republican ap- 
pointed by President Truman, and 
a Republican, Chief Justice War- 
ren, appointed by President Elsen 
hower.

To say that Chief Justice War 
ren changed the Opinion of the 
other eight Justices is an unwar 
ranted reflection upon them, 
knowing those gentlemen, I must 
say it is ridiculous.

While it U not fair to criticize 
either political party for the deci 
sion, every American is free to 
criticize the decision.

The Court did not create the 
people. The people did create the 
Court. Its decisions have frequent 
ly been criticized by members of 
the Court who dissent. They have 
been criticized by a Republican 
President, Abraham Lincoln, and 
a Democratic President, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt.

14TH AMENDMENT

ror refusal to comply 
a court order directing an affirm-1 
ative act such as turning over as 
sets, a citizen could be imprisoned, 
but solely for the purpose of co-| 
ercing him into complying with 
the court's order.

In cases of criminal contempt or I 
proposals to imprison a citizen as 
punishment for some act already 
done, not in the presence o' the 
Court, the citizen was entitled to| 
a jury trial.

Now it is evident that in some) 
jurisdictions efforts will be madej 
to deny the citizen a jury trial in 
cases of criminal contempt.

I hope in every such case there I 
will be an appeal. It will be impor 
tant to see how far the Court will 
go in denying citizens a trial by 
jury and how far th« Court will 
go in restricting the right of free 
speech.

As this trend is developed, I am
The Constitution provides how confident the leaders of Organized 

that instrument can be amended. Labor will realize that they are 
The Court ignored the Constitution threatened by the expansion of the)

injuctive power, from which they 
suffered and against which they!and, usurping; the powers of the 

Congress and the states, declared 
that the 14th amendment applied 
to public schools.

The 14th amendment specifically 
provided that "the Congress shall 
haver power to enforce by appro 
priate legislation the provisions of 
this Article."

Because of this provision, the 
Congress did enact legislation 
making it a criminal offense for 
an official of the federal govern 
ment or a state government to dis 
criminate against a person be 
cause of race or color in the 
drawing of jurors.

FAY vs. NEW YORK
Referring to this legislation, the 

Supreme Court in an Opinion in 
the case of Fay vs The People of 
the State of New York, declared 
that the Court had previously

the decisions of the Court for 75 1 hinted strongly "that there might 
years and uphold our segregation !*« no Judicial power to intervene 
laws, they could have done sol***!* in matters authorized by 
promptly. But the Court failed tolacts of Congress." In that case the 
decide the case. After many|C urt cited another decision in a 
months, they asked for further ar- lease from Virginia where the 
tument by all parties, including lOourt, referring to the 14th amend- 

the Uunited States Attorney Gene-Ement "
ral.

Darlington precinct 220 persons) Then Chief Justice Vinson died
and Governor Warren was ap 
pointed Chief Justice. Mr. Brow- 
nell was then Attorney General 
and his Solicitor General repre 
sented the Department of Justice 
&nd filed the briff on re-argument. 
He took the same position that 
had been taken by his Democratic 
predecessor.

UNANIMOUS COURT
The Court unanimously decided 

against us. The opinion was read 
by Chief Justice Warren. Some 
laymen have the impression that 
{he Judge who reads the opinion is 
solely responsible for it. That is 
a mistake.

The Justices must first vote 
upon a case. One member of th* 
Court is assigned to write the 
Opinion. He must submit a draft 
of the Opinion to every member 
of the Court. They can agree to it 
or suggest modifications. In this 
case every member of the Court 
agreed to the Opinion before It

vote unanimously one way, it Is 
evident there was no thinking. 
The voters were acting under in 
structions.

BLOC AGAINST BLOC
Bloc voting by any people is un 

fortunate. It is particularly so 
when the instructions come from 
a national organization and are 
based solely on racial issues. The 
certain result is that white voters, 
who usually divide on many for* 
tign and domestic issues, will be 
forced to vote u a bloc against 
the Negro bloc.

Notwithstanding this bloc voting 
for the national Democratic party, 
the leaders of the Republican par 
ty are keenly competing with the 
Democrats for the votes of the 
Negroes who hold the balance of 
power in ten or twelve northern 
states. They do not have a China 
man's chance

Some legislation is 
contemplated to make the amend 
ment fully effective."

But the Supreme Court that was 
unwilling in 1954 to leave the 
amendment of the Constitution to 
the Congress and the states, like 
wise was unwilling to leave to 
the Congress the implementation 
of the 14th amendment.

The Court proposed to enforce 
its decision through the District 
Courts and by the power of injunc 
tion. That is an extremely daneer- 
ous power which has been often 
abused.

CONTEMPT OF COURT
My hope is that wherever a 

Court sent e n c e s a man to im 
prisonment for contempt in a 
school controversy, the case will be 
appealed to the Supreme Court. 
The Court would be required to 
abandon its decision to enforce in 
tegration by injunction or disclaim 
the opinion expressed In the New 
York and Virginia cases.

Heretofore It h&8 hppn

. Race relations is not the only agreed to tne upinnn oeiore 11 derstood that , d Deen

constituted the balance of power I probiem in which Southerners a«|was announced. Therefore, the! , ... , *

in moat of the large cities andiint*!-^^ Rut th*v shnuM *Mlfet I Opinion, was the opinion of wvenll. ,M , a *L " lur
terested. But they should ~«n«
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have fought.
MATTER OF CONCEBN

In time, the people in other sec-1 
tions of the United States will rea-! 
lize that the usurpation of power I 
by the Supreme Court is a matter 
of concern to them, as well as to| 
us.

There are those who say the] 
Constitution is what the Supreme! 
Court says it is; that integration | 
is now the law of the land and 
we should comply with it.

The Prohibition laws were not] 
legislated by the Court. They were 
enacted by Congress as a result 
of an amendment of the Constitu 
tion in the manner provided in 
that instrument. Notwithstanding 
the fact that it was the law of| 
the land, the people of the United 
States who did not believe In It, 
nullified it and demanded its re-|

The northern press constantly 
demanded repeal. It became stylish 
for the so-called "smart" people 
to carry silver flasks and boast of 
their violations. The attempt to en 
force a constitutional amendment 
against the wishes of a majority of 
the people failed. Congress sub 
mitted a resolution of repeal and I 
It was ratified by three-fourths of) 
the states.

Our opposition to this legislation I 
by the Supreme Court certainly' 
1* a more worthy cause. This deci 
sion of the Court interferes with 1 
the right of parents in the educa 
tion of their children, a cause
dearer to them than anything else 
in life.

In its decision, the Supreme! 
Court said that when Negro stu-r- 
dents were segregated, the educa 
tion of the Negro students was re-| 
tarded.They said nothing about the 
effect Integration would have on 
the education of white children. 

D, C. INVESTIGATION
However, within the last few! 

weeks an investigation in the City] 
of Washington, corducted by 
Committee of the House of Rep-1 
resentatives, dramatically proves 
the great harm done to the white 
children o! that city by the mix-

of the races. dis-l



TexV
in that investigation make 

the South more determined to re 
sist Integration in every way that 
it can lawfully be done.

In our midst there will be some 
appeasers. In the days of recon 
struction we had scalawags. We 
will have men so anxious for ap 
plause from the northern press, or 
so anxious for unity of a political 
party, they will urge surrender.

I have supreme confidence that 
we will find ways to lawfully 
maintain segregation. Even if 
Court decisions shall force the clos 
ing of public schools, we will find 
ways to educate our children.

This feeling of determination is 
due to no petty prejudice. It is an 
instinctive desire for the preserva 
tion of our race. It is useless to 
argue whether the racial instinct 
is right or wrong   it exists. It 
is not confined to any race or any 
country.

Pride of race has been respon 
sible for the grouping of people 
Along ethnic lines throughout the 
world.

Disraeli said, "No man will 
treat with indifference the princi 
ple of race. It is the key to his 
tory."

Race preservation is the explan 
ation of the political unrest in 
South Africa.

PRIDE OF RACE

S. G. -Zb'ioaraphv - S^rne^, James F
Mta_____UV S^ , '

HewaTty did not want to attend ture inaugurated a building pro- _._ ___ _fe realty did not want to attend 
[a Law School. When the Supreme 
Court decided in his favor, he en 
tered thf: University of Texas in 

| September 1950 and left the next 
spring after "scholastic difficul 
ties."

We can expect similar efforts to 
be made in South Carolina to 
bribe and coerce Negroes to seek 
admission to white public schools. 
I fear the result of such efforts, 
particularly in rural areas.

The Governor ol a sovereign 
state has the duty of maintaining 
law and order. It is as much his 
duty to preserve order as it la the 
duty of a federal official to at- 
teijipt to enforce the order of the 
Supreme Court. '

In Texas, when acts of violence 
were threatened, G o v e n o r Shi 
vers, an able and courageous pub 
lic official, instructed the Mans-

flict between Jews and Arabs in 
the Middle East.

It was a realization of the wis 
dom of segregation of races that 
prompted 46 governments, includ 
ing the United States, to agree in 
the Geneva Conference of 1929 
that "Belligerents shall, so far as 
possible, avoid assembling in a 

j single camp, prisoners of different 
races or nationalities." 

I I am still hopeful that notwith- 
i standing the efforts of the
*NAACP, the Negroes of this state 
iwUl voluntarily continue to attend 
their own schools. Whatever may 
be said of conditions in other 
states, Negroes know they now 
have equal school facilities in this 
slate.

Of course, our Negroes will be 
subjected to pressures by the 
NAACP. This is evident from the 
disclosures in Texas last week. 
You will recall that several years 
ago a Negro named Sweatt sought 
admission to the Law School of the 
University of Texas. He refused 
to attend the law school for Ne 
groes.

This man was a mail carrier. He 
was pictured as an ambitious young 
man anxious to become a lawyer. 
The rejection ot Sweatt caused the! 
shedding of tears by many do- 
gooders. They praised him for 

,his financial sacrifice in carrying 
his case to the United States Su 
preme Court. That Court said 
that though the Texas Law School 
for Negroes was equal to the Uni 
versity Law School, Sweatt was 

i denied the opportunity to assoct- 
; ate with white students and or-
 dered him admitted to the Unl-
! verslty.

NAACP PAYS
! Now It develops Sweatt had a
i written contract with the NAACP 
calling for the payment to him of 
$11,000 for "his services" in at- 
tendine the law school.

field School Board to transfer out 
of the school district any students 
"white or colored" whose attend 
ance or attempts to attend Mans 
field High School would reasona 
bly be calculated to incite vi 
olence. He sent Texas Hangers to 
the scene and declared, "Should 
the resulting actions on the part 
of the Mansfield school authorities 
be construed as contempt of the 
federal courts, I respectfully sug- 

that the charge should be laid 
he Governor and not the 

local people."
BEGINNING OF THE END

There is no constitutional power 
under which the federal govern 
ment could punish the Governor. 
Of course, that does not assure 
it would not be attempted by some 
zealots. But if a federal Judge 
ever cites for contempt the Gov 
ernor of a State, that will mark 
the beginning of the end of our 
liberties.

I mention the possibility only be 
cause of Press reports that Vir : 
ginia has enacted a law making the 
Governor responsible for certain 
decisions in school administration.

I am sure the deterioration of 
race relations is a source of sor 
row to you as it is to me. I know 
the character of the men in this 
organization. You have rejoiced in 
the progress of the Negro. You 
have helped him. You have hoped 
that time would bring about im 
proved relations between the 
races. Now you are disappointed 
and distressed. ,

To me the increased tension is 
tragic. When I became Governor 
I had an ambition to promote bet- 

Her relations between the races.
I rec om mended legislation

against the Ku Klux Klan. My rec-
; ommendation became law. Later
i that organization disbanded. The
i leader, possessing qualities of real
leadership, announced he would

; have no further connection with it.
We levied a sales tax and pro 

vided equal school facilities for 
the races in every district.

I knew the State College for Ne 
groes had no graduates in the leg 
islature so I became a special ad 
vocate for the institution. We ap- 
propriated greatly increased 
amounts for its operation. Through 
personal friends on the General 
Education Board, I was able to 
get a half million dollars and with 

| funds appropriated by the legisla 

ture, inaugurated a building 
gram of 53,000,000.

1 recommended and secured aH 
ditional appropriations for the hos 
pital for mentally sick Negroes, 
and secured approximately a mil 
lion dollars to build a training 
school for the mentally deficient 
white children at Clinton.

I secured a half million to con 
struct a dormitory for Negro wo 
men at the State Tuberculosis 
Hospital. That is now nearing 
completion.

WHERE: WAS NAACPT
No official of the NAACP In 

New York or South Carolina evi 
denced any interest in these ef 
forts to help the Negroes of South 
Carolina.

However, I have the only satis 
faction a man in public life can 
ever have   the knowledge that 
what he did was right.

You and I must continue to do
what is right and we must con 
tinue to stand fast in our deter 
mination to maintain segregated 
schools In South Carolina,

lyrnes Hits 
Federal Aid 
To Education

CHARLESTON, S.C., June 2 UV- 
Former Gov. James F. Byrnes de 
clared today that federal aid to 
education would result in "further 
concentration cj power in Wash-! 
ington." !

Byrnes told The Citadel grad 
uating class that enactment of fed- 1 
era! aid also would "destroy the 
initiative of educators" and "mold 
into a common pattern the think 
ing of students."

The formere saryfscetotae tr
The former secretary of state 

asserted that federal aid propon 
ents "are unwilling to acknow 
ledge that such power should be 
reserved for the states and the 
people. They know they cannot 
change the Constitution as it should 
be changed.

"They intend to change the law," 
Byrnes added, "by judicial decree 
or by legislation granting aid to 
states."

Byrnes asserted: "All that South 
Carolina asks is that the federal 
government let us alone."

Cfi

Ike's Letter to Byrnes Will Be 
Read at Testimonial Banquet
AIKEN, April 12  (Special )- 

James C. Hagerty, President 
Eisenhower's press secretary, stat 
ed at a news conference in Aug 
usta, Ga., today that a letter to 
Former Governor James T.
Byrnes from the President in con 
nection with the testimonial for 
Mr. Byrnps here would be releas 
ed Saturday. The letter reportedly 
praised Byrnrs.

President Elsenhower had been 
Invited to attend the dinnpr honor 
ing Byrnes in Aiken Saturday 
night, but declined the invitation 
last week.

When asked if the President's 
letter would be read at the ban- 
ijuet, Hagerty said, "I suppose 90, 
that's what they usually do."

It was reported that copies of 
the letter had been mailed both 
to Rufus Gosnell, chairman of the 
Byrnes testimonial, and to Mr. 
Bymes.

Mr. Byrnes, nt his Isle of Palma 
home, could not be reached for 
comment.

However, Gosnell said the only 
letter anyone connected with the 
event had received from the Pres 
ident was one dated March 30 in 
which he said:

"I regret exceedingly that we
 re unable to be with you that 
evening. I shall explain the mat 
ter to Governor Byrnes personally
 nd fully when next I see him."

President Elsenhower reported 
ly talked socially with the former 
governor at The Citadel earlier to 
day when the President received

an honorary degree but it was not 
believed that the talk was only 

|"gocial."
Hagerty said the President's 

I aides would not make public the 
I text of the letter.

A press representative then ask- 
Ird the President's secretary if a 
jlfitter had been written to House 

|jl Speaker Sam Rayburn, who is bc- 
llng honored in Washington, D, C., 

(he same night and Hagerty said 
"No, we were not invited to that 

lone."
When asked If the President had 

I plans to send representatives to 
(the Byrnes banquet. Hagerty re- 
I tiled simply, "I don't believe so" 
land did not elaborate.

Approximately 25 menibers ot 
I the press corps who travel with the 
President and local representa 

tives attended the 10-minute meet- 
'ing in the ballroom of the Bon Air 
Hotel in Augusta.

J As questions about the Byrnes 
banquet grabbed the spotlight, 
Hagerty restated the Presidents 
policy of not leaving His home at 

I tile Augusta National Golf Club 
except for church. He said that

Pre«-|

Idenl's rule and we will not break | 
it now.

An invitation to the press to] 
ettend the Hymen testimonial

extended following the conference) 
and several of the newsmen indi 
cated they would be present.

Among these were Charles Rob-1 
t-rts of Newsweek magazine, Bill 
Lawrence of the New York Times 
and Robert J. Donovan of the New 
York Herald Tribune. Hagerty 
stated that he would be unable to I 
be there.

One of the newsmen said that I 
the President talked with Byrnes 
sr Charleston where the chief 
executive received an honorary 
doctors degree from The Citadel | 
today.

However, he added that froml 
what he could determine the trend 
of the conversation was along | 
social lines.

Hagerty also denied a report 1 
that Byrnes had been invited to 
attend a dinner Friday at the 
President's home at the Augusta j 
National Golf Club.

He did state that golfers Byron I 
Nelson and Horton Smith were still 
at the club, and the 1955 Master's 
winner, Dr. Gary Middlecoff, may 
return to Augusta this weekend to| 
play golf with the President.

Hagerty added that the Pres-l 
ident would play some golf and 
relax, but planned to do a lot of| 
work before returning to the capi 
tal on April 20.


